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Fiance  stabbed  37  times,  court  told  I 


"  ■  . ■■  i  1 1  m, i  .a  >-■■■■  — —  i  mi1 

[NP MOHEY  SECTION  AND  1015  FOR  YOUNG  TIMES  REAPERS 


lit 


qvosetf 

AdshS  a*  4C6  Betgtam  JOi 

Canada  *3.50;  canaries  325. 

Cyprus  D trauutDta 


fia*  I7XW  France  F 
DM  4.5a  G ibrtltM  90p: 
500;  Nffheriawfe  n 


Dir  27  JXX  Norway 
conE5C3SttS 
I4J50:  Switzer 

DinZJOa  USAJ3.50 


The  Times  oa  the  Jteud 
http:/ 1  wwwih«rfanesxiKnk 


By  Daniel  McGrory 


A  JUDGE  wfl]  be  asked  do 
Monday  to  free  Trade  An¬ 
drews,  the  former  model 
char^d^wffh  die  murder  of 

Miss  Andrews  was  granted 
conditional  bail  yesterday  by 
magistrates  who  were  told 
that  she  stabbed  Lee  Harvey 
37  times  and  then  lied  that  hie 
had  been  ihe  victim  of  a  “road 
rage"  attack. 

Details  of  the  case  against  1 
Miss  Andrews,  who  was  re¬ 
manded  in  custody  pending 
the  outcome  of  a  prosecution  ‘ 
challenge  to  the  decision,  to 
grant  fell,  emerged  after  her 
solicitor  took  the  highly  ^  un¬ 
usual  step  of  asking  for report¬ 
ing  restrictions  fio.be  lifted.  * 

Tim  Robinson  claimed  the  - 
case  against  his  client  was 
“weak  and  tenuous".  -  Miss 
Andrews  sat  pale  throughout 
the  three  hour  hearing  during 
which  it  was  said  die  had  ■■ 
threatened  a  previous  boy¬ 
friend  and  Mr  Harvey  wife 
knives,  and  had  hit  her  fianefe 
wife  a  bottle  and  punched  him 
in  theface. 

Magistraies  originally agr¬ 
eed  that  Miss  Andrews  should 
be  allowed  bail  so  that  she 
could  be  at  borne  for  Christ¬ 
mas  •with  her  six-year-okJ 
daughter.  But  die  prosecution 
argued  Miss  Andrews  might 
try  to  commit  suicide,  as  she 
had  done  days  after-giving  a 
tearful  televised  press  confer¬ 
ence  of  her  graphic  account  of 
whai  she  still  maintains  was  a 
racially  motivated  road  rage 
attack. 

Since  taking  a  drug  over¬ 
dose,  she  had  been  in  a  secure 
psychiatric  hospital,  but  her 
solicitor  said  she  now  deeply 
regretted  the  suicide  attempt 
and  was  intent  only  in.  clear¬ 
ing  her  name. 

While  she. was  taken  to 
Eastwood  Park  Womens  Pris¬ 
on  in  Gloucester  for  the  week- . 
end  Mr  Robinson  attacked 
polks  attempts  to  find  wit¬ 


Snow  forecast 
for  the  South  : 

Snow  flurries  and  a  bitterly 
cold  wind  are  forecast  for 
high  ground  in  the  South, 
particnlarly  the  Cotswolds 
and  Chfltems. 

Much  of  the  rest  of  the 
country,  will  have  an  overcast 
day  wife  rain  or  drizzle  and 
skiet  in  places,  aithoughit  will 
be  brighter  and  drier  in  the 
North.  The  London  Weather 
Centre  says  the  East  Coast  is  - 
the  best  bet  for  a  white 
Christmas — - - Page  20 


Trade  Andrews:  “had 
turbulent  relationship 


Lee  Harvey:  “they 
had  an  argument" 

nesses  as  “sub-standard"  and 
said  her  drug  overdose  should 
not  be  seen  “as  an  act  of  guilt". 

He  conceded  the  couple  bad 
a  turbulent  relationship,  but 
said:  "He  is  the  last  person  in 
the  work!  that  she  would  have 
deliberately  killed" 

Mr  Robinson  said  he  had 
agreed  to  lift  the  normally 
strict  reporting  procedures  in 
the  hope  the  publicity  might 
"lead  to  someone  corning  for¬ 
ward  to  identify  the  real 
killers". 

The  prosecution  portrayed 
Miss  Andrews’s  press  confer¬ 
ence  as  adeliberaXe fiction  and 
said  how,  after  a  tow  in  the  car 
during  which  Mr  Harvey  hit 


case 


her.  Miss  Andrews  stabbed 
him  in  the  neck,  face,  bade, 
head  and  upper  body.  Two 
main  arteries  were  severed  in 
Ate  attack,  said  police. 

Miss  Andrews,  who  works 
as  a  barmaid  in  fee  Worcester¬ 
shire  village  of  Alevchurch. 
where  the  couple  lived,  was 
found  standing  over  the  body 
covered  in  blood. 

Yesterday  she  spoke  only 
once  to  confirm  her  name  and 
address.  She  heard  Kerry 
Moreton.  for  the  prosecution, 
describe  how  just  before  LI  pm 
on  December  1,  police  found 
Mr  Harvey'S  body  in  the  road 
at  Coopers  HOI,  which  is  a 
short  distance  from  the  coo- 
pie's  home. 

A  visitor  to  a  nearby  cottage  ~ 
found  Miss  Andrews  with  cuts 
and  bruises  to  her  face.  But  no 
witnesses  have  crane  forward 
to  say  they  sawthe  Ford  Sierra . 
car  Miss  Andrews  claims  was 
involved  in  a  chase  and  then 
the  murder. 

Miss  Moreton  said:  “The 
reason  she  is  charged  with 
murder  is  that  there  issuffi- 
rient  evidence  in  the  view  of 
the  police  and  the  prosecution 
to  contradict  her  explanation 
and  say  she  was  the  murderer 
and  not  someone  in  a  Sierra." 

A  dump  of  hair,  which 
matched  Miss  Andrews's 
own.  had  been  found  dose  to 
her  fiance’s  hand  and  three  or 
four  similar  hairs  were  discov¬ 
ered  in  his  fist. 

Miss  Moreton  said:  “They 
had  an  argument  Mr  Harvey 
may  have  struck  Miss  An¬ 
drews,  but  she  then  pulled  a 
knife  on  him.” 

The  couple  had  a  domestic 
row  earlier  about  Mr  Har¬ 
vey’s  daughter  and  witnesses 
in  a  pub  spoke  of  the  couple 
arguing  that  evening. 

Miss  Moreton  raid  Miss 
Andrews  had  told  police  how 
the  black  woollen  hat  they 
found  in  their  Escort  car  was  a 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  5 
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.  Emma  Gifford  leaving  home  yesterday  morning  for  the  Central  Criminal  Court 

Baby  killer  gets  probation 


THE  daughter  of  a  retired 
chief  executive  of  the  Rank 
Organisation  who  lolled  her 
newborn  son  after  giving  birth, 
alone  and  in  secret  in  her 
Kensington  fiat  was  pur  on 
probation  yesterday  after 
pleading  guilty  to  infanticide. 

“In  a  situation  such  as  this 
the  law  does  not  wish  to 
punish,"  Sir  Lawrence  Vemey, 
the  Recorder  of  London,  told 
Emma  Gifford.  22.  The  law 
wished  to.  help  because-hdp 
was  still  required. 

“The  circumstances  of  this 
birth  could  not  have  been 
more  lonely  for  you  and  what 
occurred .  immediately  after- 


By  Kathryn  Knight 

wards,  although  it  must  cause 
you  great  remorse,  is  not 
something  which  should  be 
allowed  to  cloud  your  life  for 
the  whole  of  the  future." 

William  Boyce,  for  the  pros¬ 
ecution,  told  the  court  how 
Gifford,  from  Ashford,  Kent, 
admitted  to  police  that  she  had 
given  birth  at  between  2am 
and  3am  last  April  6  and  had 
agonised  over  her  future  until 
5pm  the  next  day  when  she 
was  expected  at  work.  Mr 
Boyce  said;  "She  felt  as  though 
she  had  no  option.  She  didn’t 
know  what  to  do.  So  she 
placed  a  flannel,  which  she 
had  used  to  dean  the  child. 


over  his  face."  The  court  heard 
that  Gifford  had  suffered  from 
depression  since  the  age  of  13. 

Rebecca  Poulet,  QC,  for  the 
d fence,  said:  “Her  mother  is 
an  alcoholic  and  as  a  result 
her  childhood,  adolescence 
and  later  teens  were  extremely 
distorted.  She  was  persistent¬ 
ly  abused  and  developed  an 
obedient  and  pleasing  person¬ 
ality  to  assuage  trouble.” 

Gifford  pleaded  not  guilty  to 
a  second  charge  of  trying  to 
conceal  the  birth,  and  agreed 
to  a  course  of  treatment  as  a 
condition  of  her  probation. 

Hidden  tratuna.  page  5 


James  and  Alice:  names  that 
put  you  ahead  of  the  game 


Swimming  officials 
ban  starting  pistols 


By  Alan  Hamilton  and  Arthur  Snell 


By  Craig  Lord 


SORRY.  Thomas  and  Char¬ 
lotte.  you  are  fast  year’s 
people:  you  have  been 
usurped  by  James- and  Alice. 
But  don’t  throw  your  teddy 
bears  out  of  your  prams: 
blame  your  parents  .for  being 

into  asjrirational  naming. 

This  year’s  favourite  names 
for  the  newborn  are  taken 
from  a  survey  of  nearly  4,000 
birth  announcements  pub¬ 
lished  in  .The  Times  during 
the  past  twelve  months. 
James,  runner-up  fast  year. 
tait p<  top  place  from  Thomas, 
the  male  favourite  since  1903. 
Farther  down  the  chart,  a  new 
entry  at  No  8  is  Hany,  whkfa 
has  coroe  from  nowhere. 
Oliver  and  Charles  have 
slipped,  while  Edward  has 
surged  three  places. 

Parents  are  constant  in 
tfaetr  choice  of  boys’  names: 
James,  Thomas.  William  and 
Alexander  have  been  the  four 
most  popular  choices 
throughout  the  1990s,  in  ooe 
order  or  another.  But  tbe 
naming  of  girls  is  a  more 
volatile  science. 

Among  the  ladies,  Alice  has 


shot  to  the  top  from  fifth 
position  fast  year,  while  Char¬ 
lotte  has  tumbled  from  pole 
position  to  mere  sixth  place. 
Charlotte;  last  yearts  winner, 
jumped  ten  places  to  reach 
that  position,  only  to  fall 
again  to  sixth.  Alice,  this 
year’s  female  winner,  rose 
.  from  fifth  place,  while  Elea¬ 
nor  is  down  front  sixth  to 
thirteen,  and  Harriet  and 
Katherine  have  emerged  to 
joint  seventh  place. 

If  homophonic  spellings 
were  counted  as  one  name, 
the  picture  would  be  quite 
different  Were  the  Hispanic 
Isabella  —  tenth  fins  year  — 
combined  with  the  less  popu- 


1  James  (S 

2  Thames  (1) 

3  WiBfifflW 

4  Alexander  p 

5  OMn^efS) 

8  Edward  m 

7  Henry  F> 

8  Hany  H. 

9  0SMT& 

10  Charles  0} 


iSjKft 

5  Lucy  Hi 
8  Chsrtotto  (1) 
7  BbabeAfT} 
HoufetO 
Katherine  (j 
10  Isabafla  (id) 


far  fsobei,  their  joint  effort 
would  probably  top  the  girls’ 
list  Similarly,  if  Katherine  — 
joint  seventh  —  were  to  join 
forces  with  the  unplaced 
Catherine,  they  would  make  a 
much  better  showing.  Cather¬ 
ine  was  third  in  1994,  disap¬ 
peared  fast  year  and  has  now 
resurfaced  with  a  K. 

Royal  names  have  declined 
in  popularity  over  the  past  30 
years.  In  1966.  Charles,  An¬ 
drew  and  Edward  were  all  in 
the  fop  ten  as  were  Elizabeth, 
Anne  and  Margaret 

Birth  notices  are  yet 
another  indication  that  read¬ 
ers  of  The  Times  are  ahead  of 
the  game.  The  names  they 
choose  do  not  reflect  overall 
trends,  but  their  choices  tend 
to  gain  wider  popularity  a  few 
years  later.Tbe  most  recent 
survey  of  babies'  names  taken 
from  die  NHS  central  register 
shows  Jade  and  Jessica  to  be 
(he  currently  most  popular 
names  for  babies  nationwide. 
In  The  Times  list.  Jack  fell 
from  tenth  to  eleventh  this 
year,  while  poor  Jessica  lan¬ 
guishes  at  twentieth.  , 


STARTING  pistols  are  to  be 
barred  from  swimming  com¬ 
petitions  in  the  wake  of  the 
Dunblane  massacre  and  the 
subsequent  ban  on  handguns 
above  32  calibre. 

Officials  from  the  Amateur 
Swimming  Federation  of 
Great  Britain  decided  that  the 
use  of  starting  pistols,  which 
fire  blanks,  was  "inappropri¬ 
ate".  and  they  are  to  be 
gradually  phased  out  in  the 
next  few  months. 

Races  at  the  British  champi¬ 
onships  in  Sheffield  this _ week 
were  being  started  with  a 
klaxon,  but  its  raucous  bark  is 
considered  inefficient  com¬ 
pared  with  the  crack  of  a 
starting  pistol  and  officials 
have  begun  fee  search  for  a 
suitable  alternative. 

David  Sparkes,  the  federa¬ 
tion’s  secretory,  estimates  that 
about 2,000  pistols  are  held  by 
swimming  dubs,  adding: 
“We're  not  saying  they're  nec¬ 
essarily  dangerous,  but  in  the 
current  climate  we  ask  wheth¬ 
er  children  realty  need  to  see 
guns  at  die  poolside.  We  flunk 
not.  They  are  a  potential 


hazard  and  there  are  dangers 
of  guns  being  stolen  and  used 
in  robberies  and  so  on.  We 
believe  we  are  acting  responsi¬ 
bly  in  drawing  up  a  plan  to 
phase  out  starting  pistols." 

Mr  Sparkes  said  there  was 
an  opportunity  for  an  inventor 
to  come  up  with  an  alterna¬ 
tive.  "What  we  need  is  a  small 
hand-held  device  with  a  loud 
buzz.  J  should  think  that's  well 
within  the  bounds  of  tech¬ 
nology." 

Although  the  pistols  cannot 
fire  a  projectile,  swimmers 
have  been  startled  to  see 
starters  waving  guns  across 
the  pool  lanes  as  they  threaten 
competitors  with  imminent 
disqualification. 

There  have  been  several 
cases  of  starters  singeing  their 
trousers  when  misfiring  their 
guns. 

In  the  1950s  Eddie 
Woollard.  a  Hertfordshire  of¬ 
ficial  accidentally  fired  a  gun 
down  his  trouser  leg.  "It  was 
very  amusing  to  see  the  smoke 
rising  from  his  pants,"  said  ! 
Kelvin  Juba,  an  official  at  this  ' 
week's  championships. 
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Cabinet  picks 
troubleshooter 
as  millennium 
chief  resigns 

By  Arthur  Leathley  and  Alexandra  Frean 


THE  minister  charged  with 
sorting  out  the  beef  crisis  is  the 
leading  contender  to  take  over 
organisation  of  the  millenni¬ 
um  exhibition  which  is  threat¬ 
ening  to  torn  into  a  similar 
shambles. 

A  Cabinet  “troubleshooter" 
will  be  drafted  in  to  oversee 
the  £700  million  event  which 
was  thrown  into  fresh  confu¬ 
sion  yesterday  with  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  the  executive  in 
charge  after  just  three  months 
in  the  job. 

Senior  government  figures 
indicated  yesterday  that  Roger 
Freeman,  the  public  service 
minister  who  was  drafted  in  to 
coordinate  the  Government's 
response  to  the  BSE  crisis, 
would  take  over  from  Barry 
Hartop.  chief  executive  of 
Millennium  Central. 

Mr  Hartop  said  that  his 
departure  was  in  keeping  with 
his  three-month  contract  but 
senior  figures  at  the  Millenni¬ 
um  Commission  suggested 
that  he  had  intended  to  extend 
his  contract  but  had  become 
disillusioned  by  the  lack  of 
progress  on  the  scheme. 

The  Government  has  now 
decided  to  take  control  of 
planning  for  the  London  exhi¬ 
bition,  intended  to  be  the 
highlight  of  the  2000  millenni¬ 
um  celebrations. 

Millennium  Central,  the 
private  company  charged  with 
putting  together  a  business 
plan  for  the  project,  is  to 
become  a  public  body  with 
ministers  preparing  to  under¬ 
write  the  event  to  boost  busi¬ 
ness  confidence. 

The  private  sector  has  guar¬ 
anteed  only  one  third  of  the 
£150  million  expected  in 
sponsorship  and  senior  minis¬ 
ters  are  alarmed  at  sugges¬ 
tions  that  large  companies  are 


ruste-#' t.  ■  ■  - 

-  - 


backing  away  from  the  project 
at  such  an  early  stage. 

Michael  Hereftme,  the  Dep¬ 
uty  Prime  Minister,  is  under¬ 
stood  to  have  agreed  that  a 
Cabinet  heavyweight  is  re¬ 
quired  to  restore  some  credi¬ 
bility  to  the  project  Mr 
Freeman  is  considered  by 
colleagues  to  be  the  leading 
contender,  having  helped  to 
defuse  the  beef  row  when  it 
threatened  to  get  out  of  con¬ 
trol 

Government  figures  made 
clear  yesterday  that  Millenni¬ 
um  Central's  new  status  as  a 
quango,  with  the  Government 
being  the  sole  shareholder, 
would  mean  it  would  have  to 
be  overseen  by  a  minister.  It  is 
considered  that  Virginia 
Bottoratey.  as  National  Heri¬ 
tage  Secretary,  would  face  a 
conflict  of  interest  and  Mr 
Heseltine  will  be  increasingly 
engaged  with  Conservative 
campaigning  in  the  run-up  to 
the  general  election. 

The  exhibition,  to  be  staged 
in  Greenwich,  south-east 
London,  has  prompted  bitter 
argument  between  senior  Lab¬ 
our  and  Tory  figures,  with 
Labour  refusing  to  sanction  a 
huge  commitment  to  under¬ 
write  the  event  from  lottery 
money. 

Mr  Hesdrine  has  made 
clear  that  a  decision  on  fund¬ 
ing  the  project  must  be  made 
early  in  the  new  year.  He  has 
said  that  ministers  will  put  an 
order  to  the  Commons,  ex¬ 
tending  beyond  2000  the  per¬ 
iod  that  the  Millennium 
Commission  is  a  lowed  to  re¬ 
ceive  lottery  funding. 

The  commission  receives 
about  £250  million  annually 
and  Mr  Heseltine  has  indicat¬ 
ed  that  the  Government  might 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  5 
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Major  hopes  attack  on  Labour  will  draw  fire 


By  Arthur  Leathley 
POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 


13  PAGES  OF 
TIMES  SPORT 


JOHN  MAJOR  tried  to  pur  Conser¬ 
vative  infighting  overEurope  behind 
him  last  night  by  turning  his  lire  on 
the  threat  to  the  economy  posed  by 
Labour's  European  policies.  The 
Prime  Minister  fought  to  shift  atten¬ 
tion  from  his  party's  internal  troubles 
by  delivering  a  scathing  attack  on 
Labour's  threat  to  jobs.  low  taxation, 
prosperity  and  export  success. 

Seizing  on  this  week’s  fall  in 
unemployment  and  an  independent 
report  that  forecast  huge  economic 
growth  in  Britain.  Mr  Major  warned 
voters  not  to  throw  away  the  chance 


of  prosperity  by  electing  a  Labour 
Government  next  year. 

He  used  a  keynote  speech  on  the 
economy  to  herald  a  new  year 
campaign  by  ministers  aimed  at 
targeting  the  potential  dangers  of  a 
Blair-led  administration. 

In  a  stark  warning  to  those  voters 
who  considered  it  was  “Time  for  a 
change",  he  said  that  the  general 
election  result  would  determine  the 
economic  future  of  Britain. 

“Next  year.  Britain  will  go  to  the 
polls.  People  will  have  their  demo¬ 
cratic  opportunity  to  deride  if  they 
wish  to  do  away  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  has  enabled  British  people 
to  build  their  -success  or  choose 


instead  the  policies  of  those  who  have 
opposed  all  the  ingredients  of  Brit¬ 
ain's  success." 

Tory  strategists  are  building  a 
campaign  intended  to  expos; 
Labour's  twin  weaknesses  of  the 
economy  and  Europe.  The  attack  on 
Labour’s  economic  background  is 
rimed  to  undermine  the  announce¬ 
ment.  expected  early  next  year,  of 
Gordon  Brown’s  tax  plans. 

Mr  Major  mid  the  Birmingham 
Chamber  of  Commerce:  “I  know 
what  some  ought  say:  ‘Isn't  it  time  for 
a  change?’  Well,  as  long  as  you  have 
progress,  why  bother  to  change? 
Britain’s  success  is  too  valuable,  too 
important  to  all  of  us  to  be  put  at 


riski"  He  said  Labour  “could  no  more 
preserve  the  success  of  the  British 


readied  broad  agreement  not  to 
make  a  derision  on  the  single 


economy  today  than  they  could  have  currency  before theelection,  the  party 

.  »  •  .  *  «  «  i  .  _ mAra  loarMcnMiKr 


helped  to  create  it  in  the  first  place.” 
Mr  Major  said  Labour  had  opposed 
every  change  —  on  privatisation,  on 
union  reforms,  on  public  spending 
curbs  and  on  taxation  —  that  the 
Tories  had  proposed. 

Mr  Major  pointed  to  this  week’s 
fall  in  unemployment,  the  largest  for 
25  years,  “the  glowing  OECD  report 
that  put  the  British  economy  top  of 
the  class.  Yon  know  that  Britain's 
economic  success  isn't  thanks  to  big 
benevolent  governments  telling  you 
what  to  do." 


Ministers  believe  that,  having  *  Britain’s  interests. 


should  campaign  more  aggressively 
on  Europe  by  underlining  dear 
differences  between  foe  Conserva¬ 
tives  and  Labour. 

Robin  Cook,  Labour's  Foreign 
Secretary,  accused  Mr  Major  of 
being  unable  to  unite  his  own  party 
on  Europe.  He  said:  “John  Major  is  a 
weak  leader  and  foe  leader  of  a 
divided  party. 

“No-one  will  be,  impressed  by  his 
daims  over  Europe.  The  record 
shows  he  never  gets  his  way,  that  he 
constantly  fails  Britain  and  fails 


Minister  daims  victory  on  fish 
quotas  after  all-night  talks 


From  Ley  la  Linton 
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HOW  BRITAIN'S  FISHING  QUOTAS  HAVE  CHANGED 
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[  Starts  the  The  Columnist 

arts  week  of  the  Year 


TONY  BALDRY.  the  Fisher¬ 
ies  Minister,  claimed  victory 
yesterday  after  striking  a  deal 
that  will  keep  Britain's  fish 
quotas  next  year  at  virtually 
the  same  level  overall  as  in 
10%. 

The  21-hour  talks  in  Brus¬ 
sels  were  so  gruelling  that 
Emma  Bonino,  the  European 
Fisheries  Commisioner,  col¬ 
lapsed  and  was  unable  to 
attend  the  closing  press  con¬ 
ference.  “She  is  exhausted." 
her  spokesman  said.  Mr 
Baldry  said  all-night  talks 
were  “daft". 

He  said  that  he  had 
achieved  all  Britain's  objec¬ 
tives  and  that  overall  fish 
quotas  would  be  just  hall  a 
percentage  print  dawn  on  last 
year.  He  estimated  that  Brit¬ 
ish  fishermen  would  be 
£16  million  better  off  in  1007 
than  they  would  have  been 
had  all  the  quota  cuts  pro¬ 
posed  by  Brussels  been  accept¬ 
ed.  "Given  where  negotiations 
started,  that  is  a  considerable 
achievement." 

Ulster  Unionists.  Northern 
Irish  fishermen  and  Toiy 
backbenchers  indicated  last 
night  that  Mr  Baldry's  deal 
was  acceptable.  William  Ross, 
the  Unionists’  fisheries 
spokesman,  said:  “It  seems 
From  first  reports  that  North¬ 
ern  Ireland  has  come  out  of  it 
as  well  as  can  be  expected." 

The  deal  appeared  to  have 
removed  any  ■  immediate 
threat  of  foe  nine  Ulster 
Unionist  MPs  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  refusing  to  vote  with  the 
Government  ,  in-  the  new  year 
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Rail  track’s  record  of  invest¬ 
ment  in  the  railways- was  con¬ 
demned  as  “wholly  unaccep¬ 
table”  yesterday  by  the  priv¬ 
atised  industry's  regulator. 
John  Swift  said  he  would  be 
demanding  prompt  action 
from  the  company  to  ensure 
an  improvement  in  spending 
on  maintaining  and  improv¬ 
ing  the  network's  track,  sig¬ 
nalling.  tunnels  and  bridges. 

In  a  letter  to  the  pressure 
group  Save  Our  Railways.  Mr 
Swift  also  said  he  would  seek 
a  detailed  statement  from 
Rail  hade  on  its  commitment 
to  its  infrastructure  invest¬ 
ment  plan.  Railtrack  said  it 
planned  to  invest  £10  billion 
in  the  network  over  the  next 
ten  years  but  that  it  was 
taking  time  to  bulk!  up  to 
these  “ambitious"  levels. 


and  possibly  forcing  an  early 
genera]  election.  The  Union¬ 
ists  had  fired  a  warning  shot 
across  the  Government’s  bows 
by  abstaining  in  foe  fisheries 
vote  in  the  Commons  on 
Monday. 

Paul  Leeman.  chairman  of 
the  Northern  Ireland  Fish 
Producers*  Organisation,  said: 
“Mr  Baldty  has  done  well. 
The  result  is  not  as  bad  as  we 
expected.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  foe  deal  would  have  been 
much  less  satisfactory  without 
the  pressure  exerted  by  foe 
Ulster  Unionists." 

Although  Northern  Irish 
fishermen  will  have  to  accept  a 
25  per  cent  drop  in  foe  plaice 
caidi  in  the  Irish  Sea,  they  will 


benefit  from  a  28  per  cent 
increase  in  the  herring  quota. 
Cod,  whiting  and  prawn  quo¬ 
tas  in  the  Irish  Sea  will  remain 
al  about  this  years  level  or 
slightly  above. 

Mr  Baldry,  who  had  denied 
at  die  start  of  the  negotiations 
that  he  was  under  pressure 
from  foe  Ulster  Unionises  to 
secure  special  concessions  for 
Ulster  fishermen,  said  he  haul 
done  “no  more  and  no  less"  for 
them  than  for  any  other 
fishermen. 

Barrie  Deas,  chief  executive 
of  foe  National  Federation  of 
Fisherman’s  Organisations, 
said:  “Mr  Baldry  has  secured 
some  important  improve¬ 
ments  and  mitigated  some 


damaging  cuts  but  there  is  still 
a  lot  of  pain."  A  cut  of  22  per 
cent  in  the  North  Sea  sole 
quota  was  “savage”,  he  said. 

Mr  Baldry  said  foe  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  North  Sea  sole 
catch  was  necessary  to  prevent 
stocks  collapsing  and  damag¬ 
ing  the  fishing  industry  in  the 
long  term.  He  pointed  out  that 
foe  European  Commission,  chi 
scientific  advice,  had  asked  for 
a  reduction  of  48  per  cent 

The  whiting  quota  will  go 
up  by  11  per  cent  in  the  North 
Sea  and  by  30  per  cent  west  of 
Scotland,  and  the  haddock 
quota  in  waters  west  of  Ire¬ 
land,  the  South  West,  the 
English  Channel  and  the  Irish 
Sea  will  double,  albeit  from  a 


low  base.  Filippo  di  RobilanL 
spokesman  for  Emma  Bonino, 
said  the  Commission  could, 
live  with  foe  fish  catches 
agreed  yesterday. 

“It  is  satisfactory.  This  year 
has  been  agood  year  for  fish,” 
he  said.  “This  does  not  mean 
that  we  can  go  and  plunder . 
because  next  year  could  be 
difficult” 

European  Union  ministers 
also  agreed  to  set  up  a  satellite 
monitoring  system  by  June 
1998  to  combat  the  problem  of 
illegal  fishing.  Ail  boats  that 
are  more  than  24  metres  ' in 
length  will  have  to  install 
tracking  equipment  for  which 
member  states  will  get  100-per 
cent  funding  from  the  EU.  !  . 


Ulster  braced  for 
new  IRA  terror 


Northern  Ireland  has  been 
put  on  a  full-scale  terrorist 
alert  after  the  Royal  Ulster 
Constabulary  warned  that  in¬ 
telligence  reports  and  weap-' 
ons  finds  indicated  the  IRA  . 
was  intent  on  launching  a 
new  campaign. 

Meanwhile  John  Hume, 
leader  of  the  SDLP,  urged 
John  Major  to  take  a  “minor 
risk"  for  peace  by  clearing  the 
way  for  Sinn  Fan  to  enter  aH- 
party  talks.  He  said. -be¬ 
thought  that  a  genuine 
ceasefire  could  be  secured. 


TESSA  WORKS 


Fraud  office  investigates 
Trade  Andrews’  solidtors 


Maguire  faces 
ankle  retrial 


By  Lin  Jenkins 


HARDER 


AT  THE 


STOCKMARKET. 


THE  legal  firm  representing 
Trade  Andrews  is  currently 
under  investigation  by  the 
Serious  Fraud  Office  follow¬ 
ing  allegations  of  systematic 
long-term  abuse  of  the  legal 
aid  system. 

Robinsons,  the  leading  firm 
in  the  West  Country,  and  one 
of  the  largest  in  Britain,  has 
lone  courted  controversy  by 
breaking  the  time-honoured 
conventions  of  the  lejjjal  estab¬ 
lishment.  Police  raided  foe 
firm's  offices  in  Bristol,  Chel¬ 
tenham.  Gloucester  and  Swin¬ 
don  last  year  and  also  the 
home  of  some  of  the  partners, 
including  Tim  Robinson. 

Tim  Robinson,  who  repre¬ 


sented  Miss  Andrews  at  yes¬ 
terday's  hearing,  claimed  at 
the  time  that  the  raids  were  a 
"fishing  expedition”  possibly 
prompted  by  a  complaint  from 
a  former  employee. 

The  Serious  Fraud  Office 
said  yesterday:  "There  is  an 
ongoing  investigation  into  al¬ 
leged  fraud  on  the  Legal  Aid 
Board."  She  was  unable  to  say 
when  the  inquiry  would  be 
completed. 

Mr  Robinson,  described  by 
colleagues  as  flamboyant  and 
a  larger  than  life  character"  is 
considered  an  impressive 
courtroom  advocate  and  his 
firm  has  expanded  to  capture 
a  large  amount  of  the  legal  aid 


POTENTIALLY 


0  RETURN. 


‘Road  rage’  case 


PLUS  EXCLUSIVE  8%  FIXED  RATE  BOND  OPTION. 


Imagine  it.  the  tax-free  benefits  of  a  TESSA,  tile  guaranteed  return  of  your  capital,  plus  the  potential  of  ^ockmarket- linked 
hi^h  returns  -  dial's  the  beauty  of  Abbey  National's  new  Stocknurfcut  TESSA. 


This  new  TESSA  becomes  part  of  our  TESSA  Collection  on  1st  January.  Returns  are  linked  to  the  performance  of  the  UK 
and  US  stockmarkets  -  fnr  every  month  in  which  both  indices  rise,  no  matter  by  how  little,  interest  is  added  to  your 
account  at  a  rate  of  1.15%  gross.  Should  this  happen  even1  month  over  the  5  rear 
period  this  would  equate  to  a  return,  over  and  above  your  original  capital 
investment  of  98l’t»  -  UX  free. 


To  take  advantage  of  this  new  TESSA  you'll  simply  need  to  invest  19000  for  a  period 
of  5  years.  What's  more,  for  investing  customers  there's  a  unique  opportunity  to 
take  advantage  of  the  attractive  High  Performance  Bond,  offering  a  Axed  rate  of 
8°  o  gross  p.a.  for  one  year. 

For  more  information  on  both  the  Stockmarkct  TESSA  and  the  High  Performance 
Bond  Gdl  into  yotlr  nearest  brand]  or  phone  us  free  on  0800  100  805  Monday  to 
Friday  9am  to  Sam  or  Saturday  9am  to  lpra,  quoting  reference  A+75/10. 


Continued  from  page  I 
joke  that  she  intended  to  play 
an  Mr  Harvey  as  it  was  a 
garment  normally  worn  by 
black  people  which  he  would 
have  hated. 

Miss  Mure  ton  said  two 
fragments  of  a  “multifunc¬ 
tional''  knife  had  been  found, 
one  beneath  Mr  Harvey's 
body  and  one  nearby.  Police 
have  yet  to  find  a  murder 
weapon,  but  the  prosecution 
claimed  Miss  Andrews  had 
rime  to  get  rid  of  the  knife.  She 
had  not  been  strip  searched  as 
she  was  not  a  suspect  at  foe 
start  Bloodstains  on  Miss 
Andrews's  clothes  suggested 
she  stabbed  Mr  Harvey,  and 


other  patches  of  blood  disput¬ 
ed  her  version  of  where  her 
fiance  was  murdered. 

Defence  solicitor,  Tim  Rob¬ 
inson.  said:  “When  did  you 
ever,  ever  hear  a  case  ... 
where  there  is  a  such  a 
dramatic  lack  of  hard  evi¬ 
dence?"  He  said  his  client 
stood  by  her  description  of  the 
road  rage  killing  that  could 
hare  been  racially  motivated, 
as  Mr  Harvey  is  dark  skinned 
and  frequently  mistaken  as 
being  Asian. 

Mr  Robinson  said  he  hoped 
a  judge  at  Birmingham 
Crown  Court  would  hear  Miss 
Andrews's  application  for  bafl 
on  Monday. 


work  in  foe  West  Country. 

In  1992,  Robinson’S  took  the 
unusual  step  of  withdrawing 
from  the  Legal  Aid  Board's 
duty  solicitor  scheme  when 
Mr  Robinson  criticised  foe 
administrative  chaos  and 
complained  .  that  some  sus¬ 
pects  were  waiting  in  polite 
cells  for  up  to  five  hours  before 
they  saw  a  lawyer. 

Instead  the  firm  set  up  a 
flying  squad  of  legal  execu¬ 
tives  or  derks,  driving  com¬ 
pany  BMWs  with  the 
registration  plates  LAW.  to 
provide  round  the  dock  legal 
help  to  people  accused  of 
serious  crimes  across  England 
and  Wales. 

While  effective  in  capturing 
much  of  the  work  provided  by 
those  taken  into  custody  ac¬ 
cused  of  serious  crime  they 
were  not  universally  wed  re¬ 
ceived  by  other  lawyers,  the 
legal  establishment  or  indeed, 
the  police. 

Nor  had  the  firms  earlier 
method  of  providing  a  service 
always  proved  popular.  In 
1989  Avon  and  Somerset  police 
banned  six  of  Mr  Robinson's 
derks  from  entering  police 
stations  to  interview  clients. 
Mr  Robinson  mounted  a 
challenge  in  the  High  Court 
and  suceeded  in  getting  the 
ruling  overturned. 

The  firm  was  also  reported 
to  the  Solidtors’  Complaints 
Bureau  in  the  same  year  for 
entering  a  float  in  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  carnival  which  depicted  a 
courtroom  scene. 


Donna  Maguire,  the  convict¬ 
ed  IRA  bomber,  is  faring  a 
new  trial  over  a  broken  ankle. 
Maguire;  30.  was  awarded 
£13300  compensation  after 
telling  a  judge  that  she  in¬ 
jured  her  ankle  wbor  she 
tripped  on  a  broken  footpath 
near  her  home  in  Newiy,  Co 
Down.  The  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Belfast  yesterday  ordered  a 
retrial  after  being  told  no 
record  could  be  found  of  a 
child  Maguire  had  claimed  to 
be  visitng  in  hospital  at  the 
time 


Reynolds  appeals 
on  libel  decision 


The  former  Irish  Prime  Min¬ 
ister,  Albert  Reynolds,  is  to 
appeal  against  the  London 
High  Court  finding  that  be 
had  been  libelled  by  The 
Sunday  Times  but  eligible  for 
«dy  lp  in  damages. 

Mr  Reynolds.  64.  said  the 
summing-up  by  Mr  Justice 
French  at  the  end  of  the  six 
week  trial  was  “unbalanced 
and  grossly  unfair".  He  said 
the  jury’s  decision  about  dam¬ 
ages  was  adversely  affected 
by  it 


Princess’s  friend 
in  robbery  ordeal 


A  dose  friend  of  Princess 
Margaret  Countess  of  Snow¬ 
don,  is  recovering  in  hospital 
after  being  beaten  and  robbed 
at  his  home  in  west  London. 
Ben  HoHand-Maitm,  41,  sus¬ 
tained  a  broken  nose,  ribs  and 
cheek  bone,  multiple  stab 
wounds  and  severe  multiple 
bruising. 

Two  men  pulled  a  gun  on 
the  financier  as  he  parked  his 
BMW.  They  tied  him  up  and 
threatened  to  kill  him  before 
driving  off  in  the  car. 


Millennium  chief  resigns 
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Haxtopc  disillusioned 
by  lack  of  progress 


Continued  from  page  1 
extend  the  period  by  up  to  two 
years,  a  proposal  that  Labour 
has  denounced  as  “madness". 

Ministers  claim  that  plans 
for  the  exhibition  are  in 
jeopardy  because  Labour  has 
not  backed  proposals  for  the 
national  lottery  to  take  on  any 
losses  from  the  2000  event 

At  present,.  £200  million  is 
to  be  taken  from  foe  lottery. 
£150  million  from  private 
companies  and  the  remaining 
£350  miDton  from  other  in¬ 
come  including  ticket  sales. 
Labour  figures  are  demand¬ 
ing  dear  contingency  plans  to 


ensure  that  foe  lottery  is  not 
left  with  a  huge  commitment 
that  will  take  money  from 
other  good  causes. 

Jack  Cunningham,  Shadow 
National  Heritage  Secretary, 
met  Bob  Ayiing,  chairman  of 
Millennium  Central,  this 
week  to  thrash  out  details  of 
of  the  funding  proposals. 
Although  foe  meeting  was 
described  _  as  “constructive". 
Dr  Cunningham  is  under¬ 
stood  to  retain  deep  reserva¬ 
tions  over  foe  viability  of  the 
project  He  said  that  Mr 
Hartop*s  decision  “can  hardly 
improve  the  credibility  of  the 


project"  and  he  said  that  the 
appointment  of  “yet  another 
minister  is  hardly  the  credibil¬ 
ity  either." 

Mr  Hartop  was  brought  in 
fo  be  chief  creative  of  the 
Mfllenruum  Central  by  Mr 
HeseJtine.  He  was  seconded 
from  foe  Welsh  Development 
Agency,  where  he  had  been 
brought  in  as  a.  troubleshoot¬ 
er.  In  his  three  months,  he 
“TOW  up  a  business  plan  for 
foe  exhibition  which  costed  it 
al  E704  million.  Colleagues 
f^ggest  that  he  Secs  no  role  for 
himself  now  that  it  is  to  be  run 
as  a  public  company. 
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Debbie  Smith’s  nine-month  jail  sentence  quashed  in  Court  of  Appeal 


attack  on 


A  MOTHER  jailed  for  attack¬ 
ing  her  husband's  mistress 
with  a  stiletto-heeled  shoe 

spoke  of  her  Joy  yesterday 
after  being  freed  in  time  to 
spend  Christmas  with  her 
family.  Debbie  Smith,  -who 
collapsed  immediately  after 
her  nine-month  jail  sentence 
was  quashed  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  later  thanked  every¬ 
one  who  had  supported  her 
“fight  for  justice". 

She  said:  “I  ara  obviously 
delighted  at  die  court's  deci¬ 
sion.  But  1  have  been  through 
a  terrible  ordeal  and  now  just 
want  to  be  reunited  with  my 
children.” 

Mrs  Smith,  29,  was  jailed 
last  week  after  being  convicted 
of  attacking  her  best  friend, 
whom  she  had  discovered  in  a 
bedroom  with  her  husband. 

She  began  sobbing  heavily 
yesterday  and  her  legs  gave 
way  as  Lord  Justice  Beldam 
substituted  a  one-year  proba¬ 
tion  order  for  the  prison  term. 

Less  than  an  hour  later, 
Mrs  Smith,  of  Dukinfidd, 
Greater  Manchester,  looked 
more  composed  as  she  was 
hustled  by  minders  from  The 
Sun  to  a  waiting  Mercedes  for 
a  reunion  with  her  children, 
Emma,  11,  Jeff,  9,  and  Jona¬ 
than.?. 

John  Parsons,  her  solicitor, 
said  outside  court  “We  are 


By  Russell  Jenkins 

absolutely  delighted  at  what 
has  happened  and  dot  die 
appeal  has  been  allowed.  The 
family  is  glad  to  be  reunited 
far  Christmas.” 

Mrs  Smith's  release  came 
four  days  after  she  was  led 
away  from  Manchester 
Crown  Court  in  handcuffs  for 
■  unlawful  wounding  and  af¬ 
fray,  screaming  far  her  child¬ 
ren.  She  was  held  in  the 
hospital  wing  of  Risley  re¬ 
mand  centre,  near  Warring¬ 
ton,  because  doctors  were 
concerned  at  her  emotional 
state.  The  trial  judge.  Judge 
Peter  Lakm,  had  described 
her  behaviour  as  unnecessary 
and  unreasonable.  She  had 
surprised  her  husband,  Jef¬ 
frey,  31,  and  her  former  best 
friend,  Frandne  French.  30.  in 
the  bedroom  of  her  brother-in- 
law's  home  and,  losing  con¬ 
trol,  had  lashed  out  with  the 
broken  stiletto  bed  of  her 
shoe. 

In  his  judgment  yesterday 
Lord  Justice  Beldam  described 
Mrs  Smith  as  a  hard-working 
and  good  mother.  He  said  she 
had  been  grossly  provoked  by 
a  husband » who  had  been 
carrying  on  a  secret  affair  with 
the  next-door  neighbour.  Mrs 
French  was  not  badly  injured 
in  the  assault,  but  Mrs  Smith 
suffered  a  fractured  wrisr, 
strained  neck  and  bruises  on 


Jeffrey  Snfidrand^is'inikress.  Frandne  French 


her  body  and  face.  Lord  Jus¬ 
tice  Beldam  criticised  the  trial 
judge  for  taking  too  restrictive 
a  view  of  the  offence  and  said 
he  had  been  wrong  to  send  her 
toprison. 

He  said  that  the  judge  could 
not  have  taken  account  of  the 
damage  such  a  sentence  could 
do  to  a  caringjnother  and  “the 
effect  it  could  have  con  the 
family  already  severely  dis¬ 
tressed  fay  the  departure  of  the 
father’.  He  asked  why,  "in  the 
rirouznstances”,  it  had  been 
necessary  for  Mrs  Smith  to 
have  been  brought  before  a 
court  at  alL 

Earlier  Nick  Clarke,  for 
Mrs  Smith,  said  that  his  client 
has  been  totally  traumatised 
by  the  jafl  sentence.  Staff  at 
Risley  had  been  concerned  for 
health  and  had  taken  turns  to 
care  for  her  and  console  her. 

He  said  her  agony  had  been 
heightened  during  her  stay  in 
hospital  when  she  had  learned 
that  her  estranged  husband 
had  taken  her  two  boys  away 
from  school  against  the  wishes 
•  of  the  headmaster.  The  child¬ 
ren  have  since  been  reunited 
with  their  maternal 
grandmother. 

The  family  is  understood  to 
have  sold  their  story  to  The 
Sun  for  an  undisclosed  sum. 
Lawyers  for  the  family  said 
that  any  deal  was  a  private 
matter. . 

Gladys  Adshead,  59,  Mrs 
Smith’s  mother,  said  after¬ 
wards:  “It  is  the  best  Christ¬ 
mas  present  I  could  have 
wished.  It  is  such  a  relief.” 

Mr  Smith’S  family  reacted 
with  anger  last  night  at  the 
court's  decision.  Michael 
Smith,  his  brother,  said  that 
no  aneknew  the  whole  truth  of 
what  happened  In  'the  mar¬ 
riage.  He  described  Mrs 
South  as  unstable,  vengeful, 
and  destructive. 

He  said:  “We  have  lost  all 
faith  in  the  justice  system.  She 
is  (he. one  who  broke  the  law 
and  she  has  made  his  life  hell ' 
for  years.  All  that  Jeff  has  done 
is 'to  build  himself  a  nCw  life 
after  years  of  misery  and 
torment  stuck  m  an-  unhappy 
marriage." 


Debbie  Smith  clutching  a  photograph  of  her  three  children,  shown  below,  as  die 
left:  court  yesterday.  She  thanked  those  who  supported  her  “fight  for  justice** 
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By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  SOLICITORS  wife  drove 
her  car  over  a  girl  aged  six 
while  escaping  from  her  hus¬ 
band,  who  had  punched  her 
after  drinking  heavily  at  a 
party. 

Sonia  Hall  realised  what 
she  had  done  when  she 
stopped  the  car  to  try  to  shake 
her  husband  off  the  bonnet, 
where  he  was  hanging  on  by 
the  windscreen  wipers.  She 
had  been  trying  to  drive  across 
a  field  without  her  headlights 
on.  The  girl  suffered  a  rup¬ 
tured  liver  but  has  since 
recovered. 

When  Mrs  Hall,  of  Bourne¬ 
mouth.  appeared  at  Oxford 
Grown  Court  yesterday,  the 
judge  criticised  her  husband, 
Richard  Hall  for  his  “dis¬ 
graceful"  behaviour.  He  said 
he  was  largely  to  blame  for  the 
accident  during  a  Round  Ta¬ 
ble  weekend  party  at  Oxford 
Rugby  Football  Club. 

Mrs  Hall  admined  wilful 
neglect  causing  actual  bodily 
harm.  The  prosecution 
dropped  a  charge  of  inflicting 
grievous  bodily  harm.  She 
was  given  a  conditional  dis¬ 
charge  for  12  months. 

Mr  Hall  did  not  attend  the 
hearing,  where  Judge  Paul 
Clark  told  his  wife:  "This  court 
sees  all  too  much  the  evil 
effects  on  others  of  matrimo¬ 
nial  discord.  On  the  balance  of 
evidence  your  husband  be¬ 
haved  disgracefully  when 
drunk  and  ft  was  totally 
improper  conduct  for  a  solici¬ 
tor  of  the  Supreme  Court 

“You  are  well  aware  of  the 
awful  thing  you  did,  but  the 
blame  largely  attaches  to  your 
husband  who.  it  appears,  is  a 
man  of  drink  and  violence.” 

Mrs  Hail  told  police  she 
could  not  remember  getting 
into  the  car  or  driving  it  after 
she  was  punched,  adding:  “I 
didn’t  intend  to  hurt  my 
husband  or  anyone  else.” 

Stewart  Patterson,  for  Mrs 
Hall,  said  the  couple  had  a 
background  of  rows  and  vio¬ 
lence.  “Her  husband  was  very 
drunk  and  this  is  confirmed 
by  police.  His  behaviour  to 
them  was  quite  obnoxious." 

The  court  was  told  that  the 
girl's  parents  were  consider-, 
mg  a  civil  claim  against  Mr 
Hall,  who  was  now  likely  to  be 
divorced  from  his  wife. 


Computer  likeness  of 

the  man  seen  In  lane 

Police  show 
face  of  man 
wanted  over 
vicious  rape 

By  Lin  Jenkins 

POLICE  investigating  the 
rape  of  a  woman  ignored  by 
motorists  as  she  struggled 
with  her  attacker  yesterday 
issued  a  computerised  image 
of  a  man  they  want  to 
question. 

Detectives  in  Kent  issued 
the  likeness  of  a  man  seen  in 
Watts  Lane,  Chislehurst, 
where  the  36-year-old  senior 
civil  servant  was  beaten  in  the 
face  as  she  tried  to  fight  him 
off  dragged  through  a  thick 
gorse  bush  and  raped. 

Only  one  of  378  motorists 
stopped  by  police  at  the  traffic 
bottleneck  24  hours  after  the 
attack  said  that  they  had 
driven  the  route  the  previous 
evening.  The  woman  was 
attacked  at  about  7pm  after 
walking  from  Chislehurst 
station. 

Nobody  said  that  (hey  saw 
her  struggling  on  the  pave¬ 
ment  with  the  rapist  for  up  to 
five  minutes  as  traffic  queued 
at  the  mini-roundabout  next 
to  Chislehurst  cricket  ground. 
The  woman  said  that  she  was 
so  dose  to  the  passing  traffic 
that  she  could  distinguish  the 
faces  of  drivers. 

While  disappointed  with 
the  results  of  the  roadblock, 
detectives  said  they  have  had 
a  good  response  from  appeals 
to  the  public.  The  woman, 
who  was  told  by  her  attacker 
that  she  would  be  stabbed  to 
death  if  she  tried  to  shout  for 
help,  was  still  being  treated  in 
hospital  last  night 

She  has  injuries  to  her  face 
and  inside  her  mouth.  A  metal 
object  was  pushed  into  her 
mouth  and  she  was  knocked 
to  the  ground  and  repeatedly 
kicked  in  the  head  and  body. 


Councillor 
lied  for 
£9,000  in 
benefits 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  LABOUR  councillor  who 
fraudulently  claimed  housing 
benefit  from  his  own  authority 
was  discovered  when  he  filled 
in  a  nomination  form  for  a 
local  election. 

Christopher  Wright  was  not 
registered  for  council  tax  at  the 
address  he  gave  and  council 
officers  investigated.  Yester¬ 
day  Wright.  49,  of  Broad- 
stairs,  Kent,  was  jailed  for  six 
months.  He  admitted  seven 
charges  of  deception-  and. 
asked  for  39  similar  offences  to 


ife  Brenda,  52,  admit: 

:  similar  charges  at  a 
hearing  and  asked 
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rights,  who  were 
stfter  but  not  mai- 
tn  the  deception 
burned  they  were 
id  sister.  They  said- 

o  income  other  titan 
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storm  over  designer’s 
‘ripped  off  coat  check 


By  Grace  Brajdberry.  style  editor 


BURBERRYS,  the  dotiring 
company  renowned  for  its 
raincoats,  has  ~  taken  legal 
action  to  prevent  the  British 
designer  Paul  Smith  from 
using  a  beige  and  red  check 
similar  to  foe  Burberry  design 
in  his  mensuear  tine. 

Executives  derided  to  ad 
after  they  saw  a  Paul  Smith 
coat  featured  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber  issue  of  the  magazine 
FHM.  They  contacted  Smith, 
dainring  tot  the  check,  first 
used  by  the  company  in  the 
1920s,  was  a  recognisable 
trademark.  . 

When  S  mi  til  refused  to 
withdraw  the  offending  coal, 
Burberrys  sought  an  injunc¬ 
tion  stopping  Paul  Smith  Ltd 
from  manufacturing  and  sell¬ 
ing  coats  in  what  it  claims  is 
the  Burberry  check-  Tbe  battle 
will  be  hand  fought,  as  both 
companies  enjoy  consider¬ 
able  success  in  Japan,  -where 
traditional  British  designs  are 
much  sought  after  and  where 
Smith  is  the  biggest  selling 
European  designer. 

Paul  Smith.  Ltd  has  184 
stores  worldwide,  including 
eight  in  Britain,  one  m  Paris, 
one  in  New  York,  and  162  in 
Japan,  anda  worldwide  turn¬ 
over  of  £142  million.  Smith, 
SO,  was  unavailable  for  com¬ 
ment  yesterday.  . _ 

He  is  known  for  a  distinc¬ 
tively  British  style,  but  one 
which  is  modern  rather  than 
Saville  Row  inspired.  By  con¬ 
trast,  Burbenys  is  the  quintes¬ 
sential  traditional  English 
label  with  two  Royal  War- 
rants.  “The  BnrbciV  wn 
appears inthe Oxford  English 
Dictionary  as  a  generic  name 
for  a  good  quality  raincoat. 
Founded  by  Thomas  Burber¬ 
ry  in  -1856,  the  company, 
which  has  55  stores  world¬ 
wide;  started  our  as  a  manu- 
facturer  of  weatherproof- 
gabardine  clothes.  The  first 
Burbeny  raincoat,  known  as 
the  “slipon**,- went  on  sale  in 
the  1890%. 

The  - check  design  originat¬ 
ed  in  Edinburgh  m  1924  and 
was  first-used  as  a  lilting 
along  with  nfariy  other  pat¬ 
terns.  It  was  not  until  the 
1960s  that-tite  check  emerged 


as  the  most  popular  lining 
fabric. 

In  1968.  the  check  was 
introduced  into  Japan  on 
umbrellas,  and  raincoats  soon 
followed.  The  Americans  also 
took  to  the  check,  used  pri¬ 
marily  as  a  lining.  By  the  late 
1980s  it  was  seen  as 
epitomising  the  city  sticker 
style  —  Michael  Douglas 
wore  one  in  the  film  Wall 
Street 

Marcello  Mastroianni.  who 
died  this  week,  was  the  trench 
coat's  best  advertisement — he 
wore  one  throughout  the  six¬ 
ties  anti  seventies.  Other  film 
stars  to  sport  the  check  includ¬ 
ed  Ingrid  Bergman  and 
Grace  Kelly,  as  well  as 
Jacques  Tati  in  Mon  Onde.  lt 
cropped  up  again  this  year  in 
the  film  Mission:  Impossible, 


in  which  it  was  worn  by  John 
VoighL 

Over  the  years,  men  have 
evolved  “right”  and  “wrong" 
ways  to  wear  the  Burberry 
raincoat  Buckling  the  belt  is 
seen  as  wrong,  tying  it  as 
“right".  A  tumedup  collar  has 
been  fashionable,  off  and  on. 

Despite  all  this,  the  raincoat 
—  the  men’s  retails  at  £425  — 
now  accounts  for  only  10_per 
cent  of  Burberrys’  sales.  The 
check,  however,  is  featured  on 
over  300  products  accounting 
for  £500  million  at  wholesale. 
The  best-selling  item  is  a 
cashmere  muffler. 

“People  have  been  ripping 
off  die  check  for  25  years,*1 
Stanley  Peacock,  managing 
director,  said.  “But  usually 
they've  apologised  and  with¬ 
drawn  the  items.** 
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Burberrys  says  the  coat  designed  by  Paul  Smith, 
above,  is  too  like  their  own  check,  design,  right 
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THE  SUNDASfUMES 

The  real 
Evita’s 
story 

Juan  Peron  had  a  taste  for 
child  mistresses.  Evita 
fitted  the  pattern.  Even  at 
24,  she  could  still  be 
mistaken  for  a  doll.  But  it 
would  be  wrong  to  assume 


Tiny  rays 
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that  their  first  night 
together  was  one  of  great 
passion.  She  was  frigid,  he 
was  lethargic.  They  woe 
like  two  children.  His 
massive  body,  which 
initially  reminded  her  of  a 
bull,  turned  out  on  closer 
acquaintance  to  be  more 
that  of  a  calf. 

Tomorrow  read  the  story 
of  the  real  Evita 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
IS 

THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


By  John  Young 

AT  THE  age  of  IS  months. 
Beth  Nee  is  a  picture  of 
health  and  happiness,  ad¬ 
ored  by  the  staff  of  die 
Evelina  Children’s  Hospital 
in  southeast  London  and 
enjoying  the  attentions  of  a 
reporter  and  photographer 
from  The  Times. 

Yet  it  is  something  of  a 
miracle  that  she  is  alive,  let 
alone  thriving.  She  was  bom 
II  weeks  prematurely,  her 
twin  brother  died  at  birth  and 
die  was  given  less  than  a  50 
per  cent  chance  of  survivaL 

For  the  first  three  months 
she  was  on  a  ventilator  until 
her  lungs  matured  enough  to 
support  her  tiny  body.  Her 
kidneys  failed:  she  needed 
dialysis  for  five  weeks,  had  to 
be  fed  intravenously  and  then 
developed  a  serious  blood 
infection. 

But  after  five  mouths  she 
was  able  to  leave  hospital, 
her  kidneys  are  functioning 
normally  and  she  has  been 
back  only  for  periodic  check¬ 
ups.  Her  mother.  Lorraine, 
from  Orpington,  Kent  also 
has  kidney  problems  and  has 
been  told  that  she  can  have 
no  more  babies.  “So  yon 
can  see  that  Beth  really  is  a 
very  special  package;'’  she 
said. 

While  Beth  appears  to 


have  won  her  fight  for  surviv¬ 
al.  tor  others  the  straggle  is 
only  just  beginning.  Each  of 
the  cots  in  the  neo-natal  ward 
at  the  Evelina  —  the 
paediatric  department  of  the 
Guy's  and  St  Thomas*  Hospi¬ 
tal  Trust  —  contains  a  tiny 
body  bom  before  hs  time  and 
needing  all  the  help  of  mod¬ 
ern  medicine  to  enable  its 


vital  organs  to  grow  to 
maturity. 

In  one  corner  of  die  ward 
David  and  Gail  Burrows,  of 
Gravesend,  Kent,  are  at  the 
bedside  of  their  daughter, 
Hollie.  She  was  born  at  just 
23  weeks,  an  age  at  which, 
according  to  Dr  Grenville 
Fox.  a  paediatric  consultant 
the  great  majority  fail  to 
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survive.  “There  is  a  high  ride 
of  brain  damage  caused  by 
haemorrhages  or  lade  of 
oxygen,"  he  said.  “The  longs 
are  also  frequently  damaged 
and  a  significant  proportion 
of  children  born  so  early  will 
grow  up  handicapped. 

.  “If  their  condition  deterio¬ 
rates  after  birth,  we  have  to 
question  whether  resuscita¬ 
tion  is  worthwhile,  although 
of  course  we  also  take  the 
parents’  wishes  into  account. 
In  Home’s  case,  she  was 
looking  good  and  we  decided 
to  put  her  straight  on  a 
ventilator.” 

In  the  first  two  weeks  of  her 
life,  she  has  suffered  a  blood 
infection,  a  wi«|l  brain 
haemorrhage  and  her  bout 
is  under  strain  from  an 
undosed  valve,  yet  the  prog¬ 
nosis  is  still  reasonably  opti¬ 
mistic.  Mrs  Burrows  has  had 
three  previous  miscarriages 
and  her  last  child  lived  for 
just  20  minutes.  “We’re  just 
glad  every  time  we  come  here 
and  fmd  Hoflie’s  still  here,” 
her  husband  said.  “Everyone 
has  been  magnificent.” 

like  all  the  London  teach¬ 
ing  hospitals.  Gny*s  combines 
the  functions  of  a  centre  of 

c^Tdisfrict^sntaral  hospital. 
Of  the  2^00  babies  born  each 
year  in  the  Guy’s  district 
about  one  in  ten  needs  hospi¬ 
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Beth  Nee  and  her  mother,  Lorraine,  at  the  Evelina  Children  s  Hospital 
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tal  care,  but  many  others  are 
brought  in  from  further 
afield  because  of  the  quality 
of  its  post-natal  care. 

Dr  Judy  Rissik.  associate 
paediatric  specialist,  says  that 
all  babies  born  more  than 
three  weeks  early  are  defined 
as  premature,  but  the  biggest 
difficulties  come  with  those 
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bom  at  23  or  24  weeks.  Apart 
from  brain  damage,  they  are 
likely  to  experience  heart, 
lung,  kidney  or  neurological 
diseases,  and  often  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  more  than  one.  “In 
most  cases,  these  can  be 
detected  by  pre-natal  scan¬ 
ning."  she  said.  “But  some¬ 
times  the  problems  develop 


after  birth.  Sometimes  an 
immediate  operation  is  need¬ 
ed,  but  obviously  the  risks  are 
that  much  greater,  so  we  try 
to  let  them  grow  a  bit" 
Many,  like  Beth  Nee,  have 
indeed  grown  more  than  a 
bit  Less  than  a  generation 
ago  they  would  have  stood 
little  chance. 


Woman’s  desperate 
hunt  for  egg  donor 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 
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YOU  CAN’T  BUY  BETTER 

Before  you  buy  anything  this  Christmas,  check  the  Price  Index, 
vour  wesk'v  Guide  to  the  lowest  orlcss.  exclusive^  at  Comet. 
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LAST  MINUTE 
CHRISTMAS  GIFTS  AT 
THE  LOWEST  PRICES 
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~i-  TTTLI  GAMES  PACKS 


AN  INFERTILE  woman  des¬ 
perate  to  have  a  child  has 
been  told  to  find  an  egg  donor 
within  four  months  or  lose’ 
her  place  as  next  in  line  for  in 
vitro  fertilisation. 

The  32-year-old.  who  has 
waited  five  years  to  reach  the 
top  of  tire  queue,  yesterday 
appealed  for  someone  to  give  * 
her  “the  most  precious  of 
Christmas  gifts”.  Doctors 
have  told  the  woman  tJoat  the 
NHS  allocation  of  E2.000  will : 
go  to  someone  else  if  it  is  oot 
taken  up  by  April. 

The  woman,  who  wishes  to 
remain  anonymous,  and  her 
husband  come  from  the 
North  East  Both  her  ovaries 
were  removed  when  she  was 
17  alter  cysts  were  discovoed. 
She  was  also  bom  without 
fallopian  tubes. 

However  IVF  tedmology 
can  allow  such  women  to 


become  pregnant  by  using  a 
donor  egg  fertilised  in  the 
laboratory  by  sperm  from  the 
patient's  husband  which  is 
transplanted  into  the  womb. 

The  woman  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  on  the  programme  run 
by  South  Cleveland  Hospital 
in  Middlesbrough,  which  has 
treated  47  people  this  year. 
Her  sister  offered  to  donate 
an  egg  but  at  36  she  is  one 
year  too  old  to  be  accepted. 

The  woman  said:  “My  hus¬ 
band  and  I  are  both  desperate 
for  a  baby  and  it  is  hard  to 
describe  what  that  longing  is 
like.  It  feds  as  if  something  is 
missing."  Philip  Taylor,  the 
consultant  gynaecologist  in 
charge  of  the  programme, 
said  donors  were  hard  to  find. 
“We  would  welcome'  any 
women  who  feel  able  to 
donate  eggs  as  we  always 
have  patients  waiting.” 


Hie  Rev  Royston  Such 
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Our  report  (December  10) 
about  the  divorce  mid  remar¬ 
riage  of  the  Rev.  Royston  Such, 
Vicar  of  Ropley.  Hampshire, 
suggested  that  he  abandoned 
his  first  wife  for  his  curate,  the 
Rev  Tana  Riviere,  for  which  he 
faced  possible  dismissal 
We  are  asked  to  make  it 
dear,  and  we  accept,  that  Mr 
Such  did  not  abandon  his 
wife.  She  left  him  in  October 


1994.  and  he  divorced  her  on 
the  grounds  of  her  admitted 
adultery.  We  also  accept  that 
the  relationship  between  Mr 
Such  and  Ms  Riviere  was 
always  proper  and  was  strictly 
professional  until  well  after 
Mr  Such’s  decree  was  abso¬ 
lute.  They  married  on  August 
31.  1995.  We  apologise  for 
these  mistakes  and  for  any 
embarrassment  caused. 
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^  |  Student  who  killed  her  baby  was  seeing  psychiatrist  after  taking  overdose  at  university 
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hid  a  histoiy  of 
childhood  traumas 


By  Kathryn  Knight 

EMMA  GIFFORD,  who  was 
put  on  probation  yesterday  for 
three  years  after  admitting 
infanticide,  was  wealthy, 
charming  and  beautiful  — 
attributes  which  appeared  to 
guarantee  a  bright  future.  • 

Brought  up  an  a  family 
estate  in  the  roiling  country¬ 
side  of  Utile  Chart,  near 
Ashford,  Kent,  she  was  19 
when  her  .father,  Michael, 
bought  her  a  £250.000  flat  in 
Smith  Kensington.  London. 

Mr  Gifford,  60,  was  far  12 
years  chief  executive  of  the 
E3  billion  Rank  organisaiion- 
untii  his  retirement  last  year. 
His  salary  was  _  about 
£400,000  a  year,  with  share 
options  worth  an  extra 
£428,000  in  1984. 

As  a  teenager,  Emma  at¬ 
tended  the  £7,50O-a-year  St 
Edmunds  School  in  Canter¬ 
bury,  Kent,  where  she  ap¬ 
peared  happy  and  was 
popular  with  the  other  girls. 
She  spoke  often  of  her  ambi¬ 
tion  to  become  an  actress.  She 
was  considered  bright,  (harm¬ 
ing,  confident  and  gregarious. 

After  leaving  school. .  her 
springboard  into  a  happy 
adult  life  seemed  assured 
when  she  secured  a  place  at 
Edinburgh  University  to 
study  English  and  Drama. 

Soon  after  she  started  her 
first  term  in  1993.  she  fell  in 
love  with  Joseph  Ernst,  a 
Portugese  architecture  under¬ 
graduate.  who  also  worked 
part  time  as  a  male  modeL 

But  despite  this  apparently 
privileged  upbringing.  Miss 
Gifford  was  already  suffering 
deep-rooted  problems.  Her 


Miss  Gifford:  abused 

by  her  alcoholic  mo  flier 

childhood,  it  has  emerged, 
was  turbulent  and  traumatic, 
'  tom  between  an  alcoholic  and 
neglectful  mother  and  an  ab¬ 
sent.  workaholic  father. 

Mr  Gifford's  job  frequently 
took  him  abroad  on  business 
and  he  'stayed  in  London 
during  the  week.  Emma's 
mother  was  aloohafic  and  was 
said  in  court  to  have  “persis¬ 
tently  abused”  her  daughter, 
who  developed  an  obedient 
and  pleasing  personality. 

Only  six  months  after  start¬ 
ing  university,'  she  took  an 
overdose.  Wrth  Mr  Ernst's 
help  she  was  encouraged  to 
write  to  her  father  and  seek 
help.  She  started  to  see  a 
psychiatrist,  but  her  problems 
had  only  just  begun.  In  Nov¬ 
ember,  after  abandoning  uniw 
ersity  and  moving  ■  to '  her 
London  flat,  she  found  out  she 
was  pregnant  She  concealed 
the  pregnancy  and  gave  birth 
alone  at  the  Chelsea  and 


One  fifth  of  TV 
violence  is  on 
children’s  shows 

By  Alexandra  Frean.  media  correspondent. 


THE  amount  of  violence  in 
children^  television  -  pro-  - 
grammes  has  risen  by  3  per 
cent  in  the  past  year,  despite 
repeated  calls  from  die  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  regulators  for  it 
to  be  reduced. 

Children's  programmes  ac¬ 
counted  for  22  per  cent  of  all 
violent  acts  on  television  in 
199S96,  compared  with  19  per 
cent  in  I994-95L  according  to  a 
survey  carried  out  for  all  die 
main  broadcasters  and  tele¬ 
vision  watchdogs.  When  satel¬ 
lite  cartoon  channels  are 
included,  children's  pro-" 
grammes  account  for  34  per 
cent  of  all  television  violence. 

Lady  Howe  of  Aberavon, 
chairwoman  of  the  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Standards  Council,  said 
she  was  particularly  troubled 
about  the  increase  in  violence 
in  children's  programmes 
largely  as  a  result  of  the  trend 
to  fill  up  the  schedules  with 
animation.  “As  we  have  point¬ 
ed  out,  animation  represents 
a  real  danger  to  the  range  and 
quality  of  children’s  program? 
ming,  as  well  as .  through 
violent  content”  she  said. 

Lady  Howe  said  that  the 
survey,  conducted  by  Profes¬ 
sor  Barrie  Gunter  of  Sheffield 
University,  raised  the  question 
of  whether  television  was  do¬ 
ing  enough  to  promote  posi¬ 
tive  role  models.  “Are  there 
enough  examples  of  negotia¬ 
tion  to  resolve  disputes,  as 
opposed  to  verbal  and  physi¬ 
cal  aggression?” 

The  survey,  which  moni¬ 
tored  the  content  of  pro¬ 
grammes  on  ten  television 
channels  over 28  selected  days, 

showed  that  nearly  two  thirds 
of  all  cartoons  contained  vio¬ 
lence.  One  aspect  likely  to. 
worry  regulators  and  viewers 
is  the  apparent  faihireto  show 


that-  violence  can  have  harm¬ 
ful  effecte.fohatf  tire  incMents 
of  violence  monitored  in  chil¬ 
dren's  programmes,  no  physi¬ 
cal  injury  resulted.  - 

A  spokesman  for  foe  Inde¬ 
pendent  Television  Commis¬ 
sion,  which  co-oonunissioned 
the  report,  said  that  more 
research  was  needed  into  the 
effects  of  animated  pro¬ 
grammes.  “To  a  certain  extent 
there  seems  to  be  a  Tom  and 
Jerry*  factor  —  these  pro¬ 
grammes  have  been  the  staple 
of  children's  television  for 
many  years.  But  as  the 
amount  of  cartoon  material  on 
television  increases,  we  will 
have  to  look  very  carefully  at 
it,”  he  said. 

The  study  also  showed  that 
the  main  source  of  violence  on 
television  was  cinema  films, 
which  accounted  for  54  per 
cent  of  all  violent  acts,  com¬ 
pared  with  53  per  cent  a  year 
earlier." 

Overall,  however,  violence 
accounted  .  for  only  139  per 
cent  of  total  broadcast  hours. 


Tom  and  Jerry,  unknown 
effect  of  animation 


‘Socialist’  address  thrown  out 


By  John  Shaw 

A  BUSINESS  consultant  won 

a  legal  battle  yesterday  to  stop 

a  local  authority  naming  his 
street  after  a  dead  Labour 

councillor.  • 

Ray  Knightly  said  he  had 
been  horrified  when  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  development 
of  four  and  five  bedroom 
houses  was  to  be  named 
Brian  Barnard  Close.  He  said 
the  address  in  Beed^  Nor- 
fott.  (pop  UXfc  sounded  like 
an  old  peopIe-S  ho  nK^ 

Mr  Knightly  and  John 
Hflditch.  developer  offce  cul- 
de-sac.  wanted  to  retain  tne 

unofficial  name  of  Etahara 

Court  Mr  H3ditd*>  develop¬ 
ment  company  claimed  toe 

formal  name  was  against  toe 


wishes  of  residents  and  said 
that  Mr  Barnard,  a  railway¬ 
man  and  active  socialist  who 
died  in  1988,  was  known  for 
"extreme  partisan  views". 

Robert  Stevens,  a  solicitor 
for  the  company  at  a  hearing 
at  Swaffham  Magistrates’ 
Court,  said  toe  name  con¬ 
yeyed  the  wrong  image  for 
“quality  executive  homes".  He 
described  it  as  "rather  like 
buying  what  you  thought  was 
a  Mercedes  only  to  find  out  it 
was  a  Skoda”. 

Leslie  Perrett  a  member  of 
toe  .  parish  council  which 
unanimously  chose  the  name, 
said  that  Mr  Barnard  had 
been  "a '  prime  mover  in 
estaNishing' the  village  play¬ 
ing  field,  the  village  hall  and 
he  was  very  active  in  the 


community".  His  political 
views  were,  not  relevant  to 
village  matters. 

Mkhad  Horn,  for.  Bredt- 
land  District  Council  said: 
“It  is  pore  snobbery  to  say  it  is 
unsifted  to  a  private  detrefop- 
raent  but.  is  all  right  for 
council  houses."  A  compro¬ 
mise  will  now  be  sought 


The  London  School  of  Eco¬ 
nomics  was  inadvertently 
omitted  from  yesterday's  table 
of  university  research  ratings. 
The  LSE  came  third,  with  the 
number  of  staff  assessed  366. 
the  percentage  entered  98.  and 
die  average  rating  627. 
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Westminster  Hospital  The 
baby  was  adopted,  but  the 
protracted  process  was  said  to 
-  have  further  contributed  to 
•  Miss  Gifford’s  deteriorating 
mental  health.  . 

In  1995,  she  discovered  riie 

was  pregnant  again.  Mr  Ernst 

told  her  he  warned  to  end  the 
relationship-  He  moved  to 
Portugal  and  she  pretended 
she  had  had  an  abortion. 

On  April  5  last  year  she 
worked  until  about  midnight 
at  a  florists  shop.  When  she 
returning  home  she  began  to 
experience  contractions,  lay 
down  in  toe  bathroom  and  at 
about  3am  gave  birth  to  a  son. 

The  baby  appeared  to  be 
coughing  and  not  very  well. 
She  took  him  into  the  living 
room  and  tried  unsuccessfully 
to  breastfeed  him.  before  both 
fell  asleep.  She  agonised  over 
her  future  until  5pm  toe  next 
day  when  she  was  expected  to 
go  into  work. 

William  Boyce,  for  the  pros¬ 
ecution,  told  the  Old  Bailey: 
"She  fdt  as  though  she  had  no 
option.  She  didn’t  know  what 
to  do.  So  she  placed  a  flannel 
which  she  had  used  to  dean 
the  child  aver  his  face  and  put 
a  pair,  of  ho-  boyfriend's 
pyjama  bottoms  over  his  head, 
and  covered  his  head  with  a 
pillow,  for  a  couple  of  minutes 
and- then  Went  away  and  was 
physically  sick.” 

Gifford  then  dressed  and 
went  to  work.-  When  she 
returned  she  removed  toe 
pillow.  "She  thought  the  infant 
was  not  alive  but  couldn't 
really  bring  herself  to  lode  at 
him.”  said  Mr  Boyce. 

In  a  state  of  despair  Gifford 
then  rang  her  brother. 

Gentleman 
turned  bully 
loses  fight 
to  keep  wife 

ByLin  Jenkins  • 

AN  AMERICAN  teenager 
who  fell  for  toe  English  gentle¬ 
man  of  her  dreams  was  grant¬ 
ed  a  divorce  yesterday  by  a 
judge  wtoo  conceded  that  her 
husband  had  become  a  domi¬ 
neering  bully.. 

Dana  Cannon  was  captivat¬ 
ed  by  Simon  Paula  Londoner, 
and  married  him  .  in  Las 
Vegas  in  1990.  However,  he 
became  a  “shiftless,  dishon¬ 
est"  brute,  her  counsel  said, 
forcing  her  to  have  their 
second  child  adopted  against 
her  will  and  making  her  sever 
ties  with  her  family  in  toe 
United  States. 

Mr  Justice  Wilson,  in  toe 
High  Court  Family  Division, 
granted  Ms  Cannon.  26,  a 
divorce  yesterday  against  the 
wishes  of  her  husband.  “Al¬ 
though  I  did  not  find  him 
disagreeable,  l  was  driven  to 
say  there  was  considerable 
force  in  the  other  particulars 
of  counsel's  description,"  the 
judge  said. 

Mr  Paul,  30.  also  indulged 
in  what.the  judge  described  as 
“dishonest  and  fraudulent  ac¬ 
tivity”  during  the  marriage. 
“Without  hesitation  1  conclude 
that  toe  husband  has  behaved 
in  such  a  way  toe  wife  cannot 
reasonably  be  expected  to  live, 
with  him.” 

However,  he  said  that  Mr 
Paul  had  contested  divorce 
proceedings,  hoping  to  force 
her  to  return  from  America, 
where  she  had  fled  after  being 
granted  custody  of  their  first¬ 
born  daughter,  Eden,  now 
nearly  three.  He  believed  that, 
if  he  could  make  them  return, 
he  could  prove  to  his  wife  that 
their  marriage  could  be  saved. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  judge 
said  he  had  ruled  at  the  High 
Court  that  "the  child  should  be 
with  her  mother. 
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Top,  Michael  Gifford,  a  multimillionaire  businessman;  left,  the  family  home;  Miss  Gifford's  £250,000  flat 


Kristopher,  who  came  to  col¬ 
lect  her  “and  unknowingly  toe 
child  because  she  had  it  with 
her”  and  drove  her  to  the 
family  home  in  Kent  for  toe 
night  The  next  day  she  re¬ 
turned  to  toe  flat  and  placed 
toe  child's  body  in  toe  freezer. 


Doctors  who  interviewed  her 
at  the  time  said  she  appeared 
to  have  lost  all  touch  with 
reality.  Now  22,  Miss  Gifford 
continues  to  live  in  her  flat  and 
is  receiving  psychiatric 
treatment 

Family  support  groups  re¬ 


acted  with  overwhelming 
sympathy  and  said  it  was  not 
unusual  for  young  women  to 
fed  vulnerable  and  isolated 
when  pregnant  A  spokes¬ 
woman  for  the  Family  Plan¬ 
ning  Association  said:  “The 
case  does  emphasise  the  need 


to  make  sure  that  young 
people  know  there  are  agen¬ 
cies  designed  to  listen  and 
provide  support  in  this  kind  of 
situation.  It  is  just  tragic  that 
this  young  woman  didn't  feel 
she  could  turn  to  them  for 
help.” 


QC  faces 
jail  after 
‘liquid 
lunch’ 

B*  Tim  Jones 


A  BARRISTER  who  failed  to 
give  a  second  breath  specimen 
after  toe  first  had  indicated  he 
was  nearly  four  and  a  half 
times  over  the  drink-drive 
limit  was  warned  yesterday 
that  he  could  be  imprisoned. 

David  Hands.  QC,  was 
stopped  at  5pm  by  a  plainclo¬ 
thes  policewoman  who  had 
seen  him  drive  down  a  one¬ 
way  street  near  his  home  in 

Lambeth,  south  London, 

Horseferry  Road  Magistrates’ 
Court  was  told. 

When  Rupert  Mayo,  for 
Hands,  said  his  client  had 
“had  lunch”  on  the  day  of  his 
arrest.  Alex  Ormerod,  the 
magistrate  said:  "He  hadn’t 
just  had  lunch,  he  had  an 
enormous  amount  of  alcohol 
It  was  a  forbidding  liquid 
lunch.  The  amount  here  was 
absolutely  enormous.  The 
court  must  therefore  consider 
a  custodial  sentence." 

Jacqueline  Kerr,  for  the 
prosecution,  said  that  a  road¬ 
side  test  on  Hands,  53.  had 
been  inconclusive  and  he  had 
managed  at  Kenning!  on 
police  station  to  produce  only 
one  specimen  when  two  were 
required. 

Mr  Mayo  argued  that  the 
incriminating  reading  could 
not  be  used  in  evidence.  But 
Mr  Ormerod  said:  “The  law 
says  I  can  take  into  account 
any  sample  which  is  provided. 
You  may  say  that  he  would 
have  been  better  off  if  lie 
hadn't  provided  a  sample  at 
all."  Hands,  he  said,  had 
admitted  that  the  refusal  was 
deliberate  by  pleading  guilty 
to  a  charge  of  faffing  to 
proride  a  specimen. 

Mr  Mayo  said  his  client’s 
offence  would  be  communicat¬ 
ed  to  toe  Bar  Council.  “The 
conviction  will  have  disas¬ 
trous  consequences,  profes¬ 
sional  and  otherwise.” 
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Orange  Talkshare.  Two  reduced 
price  phones.  One  Talk  Plan  with 
shared  minutes.  One  connection 
charge.  One  monthly  bill. 

■  SO  minutes  of  free  talk  time  to  share 
each  month  for  only  £37.50  (plus  VAT). 

■  Calls  between  Orange  phones  only 
lOp  per  minute  (plus  VAT)  throughout 
the  week. 

■  Weekend  calls  only  5p  per  minute 
(plus  VAT)  for  all  local,  national  and 
Orange  to  Orange  calls. 

■  Orange  benefits  include  per  second 
billing,  free  12  months  insurance  with 

Find  out  more  about  Talkshare  at 


Motorola  mr20  twin  pack 


(r.  r.  p.) 


24  hour  replacement  and  a  14  day 
money  back  guarantee. 

Both  ohones  will  receive  new  numbers 
from  Orange  Personal  Communications 
Services  Ltd. 

Connection  to  Orange  Talkshare  is 
subject  to  status  and  a  one  off 
connection  charge  of  £30  (plus  VAT). 

Your  Orange  contract  will  be  for  a 
minimum  of  12  months. 


®s  tec 


•J  O  L  V.  VMT 

B  u7Zs H  o 


Ask  in  store  tor  details.  Call  0645  2222^4  for  your  nearest  store. 
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6  HOME  NEWS 


BY  AUDREY  MAGEE 
IRELAND  CORRESPONDENT 


BUPA  has  dashed  with  Irish 
legislators  over  its  health  premi¬ 
ums  amid  accusations  that  it  is 
discriminating  against  the  elderly 
and  forcing  Am eri can-style  health 
insurance  on  Ireland. 

The  British-owned  health  insur¬ 
ance  company  moved  into  the  Irish 
market  last  month.  It  set  up  in 
opposition  to  the  government-con¬ 
trolled  Voluntary  Health  Insur¬ 


ance,  previously  the  only  Irish 
company  offering  private  health 
insurants.  But  it  has  .run  into 
difficulty  already.  The  Attorney- 
General.  Derraot  Gleeson,  has 
raised  questions  about  BUPA~s 
premiums.  According  to  RTE 
radio.  Mr  Gleeson  is  concerned 
that  BUPA  is  discriminating 
against  the  elderly  in  favour  of  the 
young  and  healthy. 

Under  Irish  legislation,  private 
health  insurers  are  banned  from 
charging  older  people  more  for 


their  insurance.  The  1994  Health 
Insurance  Act  says  all  insurers 
must  abide  by  “community  raring" 
and  charge  a  healthy  25-year-ofd 
the  same  as  a  frail-  85-year-old. 

BUPA  Ireland  introduced  a 
scheme  in  keeping  with  community 
raring.  It  is  a  cheaper  equivalent  erf 
the  basic  VHI  plan.  Under  the 
BUPA  scheme,  a  young  family  of 
two  adults  and  two  children  pays 
an  annual  premium  of  £455.74 
before  tax  relief,  £36.10  cheaper 
than  the  VHI  equivalent  However. 


only  9  per  cent  of  the  1.4  million 
people  currently  insured  by  the 
VHI  opt  for  die  basic  plan.  Most 
choose  more  expensive  insurance. 

Under  the  BUPA  scheme,  more 
expensive  insurance  requires  buy¬ 
ing  into  the  company’s  Cash  Han. 
This  system  charges  older  people 
substantially  more  than  younger 
people.  The  BUPA  Gold  Plan,  the 
most  comprehensive  scheme,  costs 
£177.73  for  a  person  aged  under  IS, 
rising  to  £705.60  for  someone  a^ed 
55  and  older.  The  VHI  is  accusing 


BUPA  of  driving  “a  coach  and 
four"  through  the  community  xat- 
'ing  system.  The  nori-profitmaking 
company  claims  that  die  arrival  of 
BUPA  is  the  first  step  to  American- 
style  health  insurance,  which 
bases  premiums  on  a  person’s  age. 
The  VHI,  now  almost  40  years  old. 
says  its  insurance  scheme  will 
collapse  without  the  support  of 
younger  members. 

A  spokeswoman  for  BUPA  Ire¬ 
land  .  said  that  its  products  were ' 
designed  for  the  Irish,  market.  She 


said  the  company  was  confident,, 
that  it  would  not  be  found  in  breach 5 
of  any  legislation.  It  had  submitted 
its  plans  to  the  Department  of 
Health  for  examination. 

BUPA  is  faring  tough  opposition 
as  the  VHI  is  an  arm  of  the 
Department  of  Health.  Hie  sole 
shareholder  is  the  Health  Ministry, 
which  also  appoints  die  board-  In 
May,  Brian  O’Shea,  the  junior 
Health  Minister,  said  that  the 
Government  would  change  the 
legislation  if  community  rating  was 


All  a  little  girl  wanted 
from  Santa  in  1911 


By  Michael  Horsnell 


A  LETTER  that  Santa  Claus 
never  received  has  Guttered 
down  the  chimney  of  a  country 
cottage  85  years  after  it  was 
■’posted"  there  by  nine-year- 
old  Mabel  Higgs. 

On  December  8.  1911.  she 
pushed  her  beautifully  com¬ 
posed  request  on  four  pages  of 
an  exercise  book  up  the  flue  in 
her  bedroom.  There  it  re¬ 
mained  hidden  among  the 
gathering  dust  and  falling 
sticks  from  jackdaws’  nests. 


singed  by  a  hot  cinder  in  one 
place  but  otherwise  intact 

Apart  bom  asking  Santa  to 
“remember  the  very  poor 
children  in  the  slums”,  she 
asked  for  a  story  book,  a 
postcard  album,  a  box  of 
chocolates  and  a  rattle  for  her 
new  baby  sister. 

The  letter  came  to  light 
when  Peter  Hulbert  cleaned 
out  tiie  chimney  and  cast-iron 
fireplace  m  what  is  now  his 
five-year-old  son  Lee’s  room 


during  renovations  at  Bram¬ 
ble  Cottage  in  Holt  Wiltshire. 

In  copperplate  writing.  Ma¬ 
bel  wrote: 


-n 


ZWm 


£ 


_ -V. 


Dear  Santa  Claus 

Last  year  you  brought  me 
many  nice  presents  and  / 
think  you  were  very  kind 
indeed.  /  expect  you  would  like 
to  know  what  1  should  likeyou 
to  bring  me  this  year.  Well .  / 
should  likeyou  to  bring  me  a 
storybook,  a  postcard  album , 
a  bex  of  chocolates  and  a 
sweetshop. 

We  have  a  little  baby  and 
we  would  likeyou  to  bring  her 
a  rattle  that  will  blow . 

I  hope  you  will  remember 
the  very  poor  children  in  the 
slums  and  in  the  large  towns. 

I  might  stay  awake  for  some 
time  to  see  you  come  in  our 
bedroom  to  put  the  things  in 
my  stocking  the  night  you 
come.  Our  house  is  on  the 


common. 

With  much  love,  /  remain 
your  little  friend.  Mabel. 


Mabel  Higgs’s  letter,  found  85  years  after  “posting" 


Post  Office  elves  keep 
children’s  hopes  alive 


POST  OFFICE  staff  have 
lied  to  75Q.QOO  children 
10  wrote  to  Santa  Claus  this 
year  at  bis  grotto  in  Reindeer 
Land  (Michael  Horsnell 
writes). 

Children  have  been  send¬ 
ing  him  their  Christmas  lists, 
usually  via  the  chimney  or 
mantlepiece.  since  the  early 
part  of  last  century.  But  only 
since  1965  has  the  Post  Office 
been  helping  with  his 
correspondence. 

Staff  in  Belfast  deal  with 


the  replies,  warning  children 
to  be  asleep  when  Santa  raifc 
The  last  posting  date  for 
requests  was  December  II. 

Yesterday  a  spokesman 
said  that  children  were  no 
more  demanding  now  than  in 
years  past  In  this  month’s 
postbag  was  a  letter  from  a 
girl  whose  bicycle  had  been 
stolen.  She  wanted  ft  back  — 
and  a  new  one  for  the  thief. 
Another  girt  sent  her  father's 
CV  and  asked  Santa  to  give 
him  a  job. 


Lee  Hulbert,  who  wants 
Lego  and  Connect  from  Father 
Christmas,  said:  “I  think  Ma¬ 
bel’s  letter  is  good.  It  taughr 
me  more  about  Christmas  and 
I  wrote  to  Santa  because  of  it. 
Christmas  is  good  because 
Jesus  was  born  then  and  I  get 
a  few  of  the  chocolates  on  the 
Christmas  tree." 

Mabel  Higgs  was  bom  in 
1902  and  died  in  1979.  Her 
lather  was  an  engine  driver 
and  her  mother  a  housewife. 
Her  only  child.  Wendy  Hatter, 
54.  said  last  night  “1  was  veiy 
touched  to  hear  about  this 
letter.  My  mother  was  a  lovely 
person.  This  letter  seems  very 
in  keeping  with  what  she  was 
like  as  an  adult  ' 

"It’s  funny  to  see  how  things 
change.  Youngsters  seem  to 
want  a  lot  more  these  days." 


Tamarin 
bounces 
back  from 


the  brink 


By  Nick  Nutt  all 
ENVIRONMENT 
CORRESPONDENT 


CONSERVATIONISTS  are 
winning  the  battle  to  save  the 
golden  Bon  tamarin.  Eight 
hundred  of  the  rare;  squirrel¬ 
sized  monkeys  are  now  alive 
in  tire  wDd. 

Twelve  years  ago,  the  gold¬ 
en  lion  tamarin  was  thought 
to  be  heading  for  extinction. 
But  captive  breeding  pro¬ 
grammes  at  centres  such  as 
London  Zoo,  together  with 
reintroduction  into  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  forests  of  Brazil  have 
managed  to  turn  the  tide. 
Garo  Batmanian.  director  of 
the  World  Wide  Fund  for 
Nature  office  in  Brazil,  said 
yesterday  that  the  monkeys, 
which  sport  a  reddisb-gold 
coal,  were  the  wBdfife  success 
story  of  1996. 

He  added:  “Now  we  have  a 
new  challenge,  to  doable  the 
size  of  the  tamarinds  habitat 
over  the  next  30  years  in 
order  to  ensure  die  longterm 
viability  of  this  species  in  the 
wild." 

The  international  effort  to 
save  Lcantopithecus  rosalia 
follows  the  steady  destruction 
of  its  forest  habitat,,  which 
once  covered  a  million 
square  kilometers. 

It  is  down  to  less  than  2  per 
cent  of  its  original  size  and 
what  is  left  is  highly  frag¬ 
mented:  tiie  tamarinds  main 
reserve.  Poco  das  Antes  Bio¬ 
logical.  is  only  a  few  miles 
north  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The 
area  remains  under  threat  of 
clearance  for  agriculture  and 
housing. 

The  species,  which  eats 
fruit  and  insects,  has  been 
saved  by  an  international 
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FOLKS.  FREE  MINUTES 


AREN'T  JUST 


FOR  CHRISTMAS. 


Commitment.  That's  what  you  get  with  Mercury.- 
A  commitment  to  provide  you  with  better  prices. 
And  not  just  at  Christmas  either.  As  a  Mercury 
SmartCall  or  UK-Call  customer,  you  get  free 


minutes  365  days  a  year.  Which  could  add  up  to 
2  hours  of  free  national  weekend  minutes  every 
month.  Call  us  now  on  Freecall  0500  500  366  and 
enjoy  free  minutes  every  day.  Not  just  at  Christmas. 
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The  golden  lion  tamarin  was  badly  affected  by  the  destruction  of  its  forest  habitat 


collaboration  headed  by  the 
National  Zoo  in  Washington 
DC  and  centres  in  Brazil  and 
Europe.  Jo  Gipps.  director  of 
London  Zoo.  said  that  they 
had  been  breeding  tamarim? 
in  captivity  as  part  of  a 
conservation  project  for 
more  than  ten  years. 

Those  reintroduced  in  Bra¬ 
zil  are  genetically  screened  by 
the  Washington  team  from 
zoo  stocks  around  the  globe. 
A  key  to  the  succcss-has  been 


their  acclimatisation  in  Bra¬ 
zilian-type  conditions  in 
Washington.  Dr  Gipps  said 
the  captivety  bred  famm-ms 
were  now  being  reintroduced 
into  wild  groups.  “The  best 
way  to  learn  what  a  danger¬ 
ous  snake  is,  what  is  good  to 
eat  and  what  is  not  is  from 
another,  wild.-  golden  lion 
1  tamarin."*  "" 

Mr  Batmanian  said  scien¬ 
tists  pot  at  2,000  the  number 
of  wild  golden  lion  temarins 


needed  to  sustain  the  species’ 
survival  into  the  21st  caotuiy. 

Jose  Lois  Camarga  an 
ecologist  at  the  main  reserve, 
said  yesterday:  “We  have 
isolated  forest  patches  here 
and  we  are  planning  to  build 
vegetation  corridors  so  that 
the  monkeys  can  move  about 
and  fmd  snitable  mates"  The 
researchers'  plan  to 'double 
the  areas  of  protected  forest 
by  working  in  co-operation 
with  local 


Ladybird 

becomes 


contract 

killer 


By  Nick  Nuttall 


Recovering  Josie  joins  carol  concert 


By  Lin  Jenkins 


JOSIE  RUSSELL,  the  girl  who  survived 
the  brutal  attack  that  killed  her  mother 
and  sister,  celebrated  Christmas  and  her 
own  painstaking  recovery  by  joining  a 
school  carol  concert  yesterday. 

She  and  her  classmates  from  the  small 
village  school  in  Goodnestone,  Kent,  sang 
carols  and  performed  the  Russian  nativity 


play  Baboushka.  Josie,  who  was  left  for 
dead  after  the  attack  as  she  walked  home 
with  her  mother  and  aster  five  months 
ago,  has  had  intensive  therapy  to  restore 
her  speech. 

Yesterday  she  played  the  part  of  a 
peasant  in  the  school  production  put  on 
for  parents  in  parish  church.  Shaun 
Russell.  45,  who  is  returning  to  Wales 
where  he  and  his  wife  Lin,  45.  brought  up 


Josie,  nine,  and  Megan,  six.  said:  “She 
could  mouth  tiie  words  and  it  was 
fantastic.  I  had  wondered  why  the  hymn 
sheds  for  Baboushka  were  lying  in  the 
lounge  at  home.  I  was  surprised  and 
pleased  by  that" 

O  Kent  police  were  still  interviewing 
Robert  Friar,  35.  an  unemployed  local 
man.  last  night  about  the  murders  of  Mrs 
Russell  and  Megan. 


St  John-Brooks:  returns 


NewTES 
editor  is 
appointed 


By  David  Charter  ■ 


THE  next  editor  of  The  Times 
Educational  Supplement  was 
named  yesterday  as  Caroline 
St  John-Brooks.  She  will  re¬ 
place  Patricia  Rowan,  who 
retires  in  ApriL 

Dr  St  John-Brooks  edited 
the  education  forum  in  The 
Sunday  Times  before  becom¬ 
ing  assistant  editor  of  The 
Times  Educational  Supple¬ 
ment  (FES)  in  1990.  She  left  in 
1994  to  become  administrator 
for  educational  research  and 
innovation  at  the  Organis¬ 
ation  for  Economic  Coopera¬ 
tion  and  Development  in 
Pans. 

Sir  Edward  Pickering, 
chairman  of  Times  Supple¬ 
ments,  said:  “We  had  an 
impressive  shortlist  but  with 
her  previous  TES  experience 
and  recall  three  years  study¬ 
ing  education  practice  and 
policy  around  the  world,  Caro¬ 
line  St  John-Brooks  led  the 
field." 

Mrs  Rowan,  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Sunday  Times 
Insight  team,  joined  the  TES 
as  a  sub-editor  in  1972  and 
became  editor  in  September 
1989.  Average  weekly  sales 
were  128.400  last  year. 


England  at 
wan  how 
the  other 
half  feasted 


By  Tim  Jones 


CHRISTMAS  1643.  and  the 
Civil  War  was  at  its  height. 
The  Earl  and  Countess  of 
Bath,  however,  decided  that 
they  would  drink  and  maky 
merry  during  the  festive  sea¬ 
son  as  usuaL 

Henry,  the  5th  earl,  and  his 
wife.  Rachel  were  able  to 
impress  their  guests  with  exot¬ 
ic  food  and  spices  from  dis¬ 
tent  lands.  To  ensure  the 
feasts  at  Tawstock  House, 
near  Barnstaple  in  Devon, 
were  convivial,  they  stocked 
their  cellars  with  more  than 
200  gallons  of  trine  and  beer. 

The  details  of  17th-century 
life  in  one  of  the  country’s 
grand  houses  have  been  on- 
earthed  by  Dr  Todd  Gray,  a 
history  lecturer  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Exeter. 

Most  of  tiie  staples  ' — 
haunches  of  beet  mutton, 
venison  and  game  —  would 
have  been  available  locally, 
he  said.  But  tiie  dried  fruit 
and  spices  would  have  been 
obtained  from  the  port  of 
BristoL  They  included  cur¬ 
rants  at  £3  9s  9d:  6 lbs  of 
almonds  at  12s;  lib  of  mace  at 
16s:  and  ginger  at  2s  6d. 

The  cooks  would  have  pre¬ 
pared  pastry  dishes  in  ad¬ 
vance.  including  blackbird, 
guinea  fowL  turkey  and  hare 
pies.  The  household  also  ate 
huge  amounts  of  oysters. 

Dr  Gray  discovered  the 
accounts,  thought  to  have 
been  lost  when' the  house 
burnt  down  in  1787,  in' the 
archives  of  Kent  County 
CoandL  They  showed  that  the 
eari  and  countess  spent  more 
than  £25  a  week  on  food  when 
ordinary  workers  lived  on  £2Q 
a  year.  -  - 
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threatened.  “Community  rating 
has  served  the  Irish  people  too  well 
over  a  long  time  to  allow  any 
interference  with  ft  to  be  tolerated,” 
he  said. 

A  BUPA  spokesman  m  London 
said  the  company  was  waiting  to 
see  the  outcome  of  deliberations  hy 
the  Department  of  Health.' “We 
have  to  take  one  step  at  a  time.  We 
have  not  yet  been  outlawed.  We  did 
understand  that,  there  would  be 
questions  raised.  But  we  are  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  reaction:” 


LADYBIRDS  could  soon  be 
enlisted  by  farmers  and  gar¬ 
deners  in  their  fight  against 
aphids.  Scientists  have  discov¬ 
ered  a  way  of  using  them  to 
spread  a  fungus  that  is  harm¬ 
less  to  the  ladybirds  but  dead¬ 
ly  to  tiie  aphids. 

Aphids  such  as  greenfly  and 
bladdly  bring  misery  to  rose 
cultivators  and  cost  farmers 
millions  of  pounds  each  year. 
Researchers  plan  to  coat  large 
numbers  of  ladybirds  with  tiie 
fungal  spores  and  dispatch 
them  into  fields  and  gardens 
at  critical  times  of  the  year, 
such  as  spring. 

Researchers  are  also  isolat¬ 
ing  pheromones  produced  by 
ladybirds  to  attract  mates.  It  is 
hoped  to  use  them,  perhaps  as 
sprays,  to  attract  spore-carry¬ 
ing  ladybirds  more  efficiently 
to  all  parts  of  a  field. 

Helen  Roy,  one  of  the  scien¬ 
tists  behind  die  research,  said 
that  gardeners  may  soon  be 
buying  dead  freeze-dried 
aphids  -laden  with  fungal 
spores  and  a  tub  of  live 
ladybirds  from  their  garden 
centres.  “All  you  would  do  is 
moisten  tiie  aphid  to  release 
the  spores  and  pop  in  the 
ladybirds.'who  then  pick  diem 
up  before  releasing  them  into 
the  garden."  she  said. 

The  discoveries  have  been 
made  by  scientists  at  Notting¬ 
ham  University  and  Rolharn- 
sted,  the  government-funded 
research  station  at  Harp- 
enden.  Hertfordshire.  Ms 
Roy.  of  Rothamsted.  said  that 
the 'fungus  Erynia  neoaphidis 
stude  to  the  skins  of  aphids, 
using  iqucus,  then  burrowed 
into  th&ii  killing,  them  within 
four  days. 
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Women’s  knife  attacker 
is  suspect  in  murder  case 


By  Daniel  McGrory 

A  MILKMAN  given  three  life 
sentences  yesterday  for  knife 
attacks  on  two  women  is  to  be 
questioned  by  detectives  abour 
the  unsolved  murder  of  a 
teenage  schoolgirl 

Colin  Ash-Smith,  28.  ab¬ 
ducted  his  first  victim  from 
outside  her  home,  stabbed  her 
in  die  neck  and  back  and  tried 
to  rape  and  strangle  her. 
Three  years  ,  later  he  forced 
another  woman  into  a  factory 
yard,  slashed  her  throat  and 
stabbed  her  16  times. 

He  was  sentenced  at  the  Old 
Bailey  after  admitting  at¬ 
tempted  murder,  kidnapping, 
attempted  rape  and  causing 
grievous  bodily  harm. 

He  will  be  questioned  about 
the  murder  of  Claire  Tfltman, 
15,  who  was  stabbed  to  death 
in  January  1993  in  a  dark  alley 
at  Greenhithe,  Kent  200 
yards  from  where  Ash-Smith 
attacked  one  of  the  women. 
Detective  Superintendent 
Nick  Biddiss,  who  is  leading 
the  murder  inquiry,  said  out¬ 
side  court  yesterday.  “We 
want  to  talk  to  him  again 
about  her  murder.  He  is 
central  to  our  inquiries.” 

‘Ash-Smith  was  at  Claire’s 
parry  three  days  before  she 
was  killed.  He.  attended  her 
funeral  with  his  mother,  a 
dose  family  friend.  Diane . 
Ash-Smith  resigned  as  Mayor 
of  Swanscombe  and  Green¬ 
hithe  when  her  son  was 
charged  in  October  1995. 

Claire's  mother.  T  in,  is  con¬ 


Murder  suspect  Colin  Ash-Smith  and  Claire  Hitman 


vinced  that  Ash-Smith  is  die 
murderer.  “At  least  now  be 
will  not  be  able  to  hurt  anyone 
else,”  she  said  yesterday. 

'  In  court  Ash-Smith  was 
described  as  a  dangerous  fan¬ 
tasist  ’  who  worshipped '  the 
comic-strip .  hero  Superman. 
The  rented  bedroom  he  shared 
with  his  girlfriend  was  stacked 
with,  pornography,  war  game 
magazines  and  more  than  350 
science  fiction  videotapes. 
When  he  carried  out  his 
attacks  he  wore  a  Superman 
T-shirt. 

Five  days  before  Christmas 
in  1988  he  grabbed  a  27-year- 
old  cleaner  outside  her  home 
and  dragged  her  for  a  mfle 
and  half  to  waste  ground  in 
Swanscombe.  He  mid  hen  “I 
have  a  gun  and  a  knife.  Don't 
scream  or  111  kill  you.” 

He  cut  off  her  underwear 


with  the  four-inch  knife  and 
repeatedly  plunged  it  into  the 
ground  next  to  her  face  while 
he  tried  to  rape  her.  He  also 
forced  her  to  pose  for  indecent 
photographs. 

Robert  Fischel,  for  the  pros¬ 
ecution.  said  that  Ash-Smith 
boasted  to  his  victim  that  he 
had  “raped  and  murdered  a 
number  of  women  in  London. 
But  he  only  did  it  once  a  year 
and  hated  the  sight  of  blood". 
He  then  stabbed  her  in  the 
neck  and  tried  to  strangle  her 
with  a  school  tie,  which 
snapped  as  she  lost  conscious¬ 
ness.  Ash-Smith  left  her  for 
dead  after  stabbing  her  five 
times  in  the  bade. 

When  police  asked  him  if  he 
had  meant  to  kill  her.  he 
replied:  "Well  I  suppose  so.” 

In  October  1991  he  abducted 
Charlotte  Barnard,  a  care 


Supplier  of  Leah 
Betts  drug  told 
to  warn  friends 


By  Michael  Horsnell 


A  STUDENT  who  admitted 
helping  to  supply  Leah  Betts 
with  the  Ecstasy  tablet  that 
killed  her  was  told  to  warn  his 
friends  about  the  drug's  dan¬ 
gers  when  he  was  given  a  two- 
year  conditional  discharge 
yesterday. 

Mr  Justice  Kay  ibid  Stephen 
Smith,  19.  of  Basildon,  Essex: 
“There  is  something  you  can 
do  within  the  community  to 
hdp  -—  that  is  to  go- back 
among  your  student  friends 
and  to  spread  the  message 
among  them  as  to  just  how 
dangerous  Ecstasy  is." 

Smith's  former  best  friend, 
Steven  Phckman.  IS,  from 
Laindon,  Essex,  was  told  that 
he  would  face  a  retrial  over  his 
alleged  part  in  supplying  the 
tablet  which  Miss  Betts  took  at 
her  eighteenth  birthday  party 
in  November  1995.  The  jury 
had  been  discharged  after  it 
failed  to  reach  a  verdict. 

Sarah  CargQI  and  Smith’s 
girlfriend.  Louise  Ytxley,  both 
18.  received  police  cautions 
after  admitting  their  part  in 
the  chain  of  friends  which 
supplied  Miss  Betts.  ■ 

.  The  judge  criticised  the 
management  of.  Raqud’5,  the 
nightclub  in  Basfldan  where 
four  tablets  were  bought  for 
Miss  Betts  and  Miss  CargDL 
Smith,  the  court  was  told;  said 


Leah  Betts:  died  after 
taking  Ecstasy  at  party 


a  youth  had  approached  a 
dealer  at  the  dub  and  bought 
the  drugs  on  his  behalt 

The  judge  said:.  “I  am 
satisfied  that  Ra  quel's  night- 
dub  was 'known  among  the 
young  as  a  regular  source  of 
drugs.  I  have  heard  evidence 
from  the  theni  manager  that  he 
,  was  not  aware  of  this.  If  that  is 
true,  then  in  my  judgment  it 
.was  the  result  of  wilful 
blindness. 

“The  head  of  security  ai  the 
club  has  gjven  evidence  that 
he  knew  only  too  well  of  the 
problem.  The  appointment  of 
a  nun  with  such  a  bad 
criminal  record  only  serves  to 
demonstrate  how  little  effort 
was  made  to  stop  the  supply  of 
drugs  in  these  premises. 

“1  make  no  findings  against 
any  individual  But  collective¬ 
ly  the  management  has  a  far 
greater  responsibility  for  these 
tragic  events  than  any  of  you. 
.  young  people.” 

Miss  Betts  slipped  into  a 
coma  at  her  home  in  Latching- 
don.  Essex,  from  which  she 
never  emerged.  Her  life-sup¬ 
port  system  was  switched  off 
five  day?  later. 

The- judge  added:  “Some  of 
those  young  people  who  take 
Ecstasy  fool  themselves  into 
believing  that  there  is  no  risk 
that  it  will  harm  them.  The 
truth  is  unfortunately  that  if 
the  drug-  is  taken,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  itwifi  kffi.”  , 

-  Drug-dealing  was  a  “cal¬ 
lous”  trade  an cT should  always 
merit  as  lengthy  a  jail  sentence 
as  possible,  he  said,  but  he 
accepted  that  Smith,  had  not 
bought  the  drugs  for  financial 
gam.  : 

Miss  Betts’s  father.  Paul.  50. 
later,  praised  the  judge  and 
said:  “I  am  not  after  blood.  I 
just  wanted  to  find  out  the 
whole  stray.  I  think  the  judge 
has  acted  with  great  fortitude 
and  foresight  He  has  been 
able  to  gauge  the  part  Smith 
has  played"  . 


Youth  found 
guilty  of 
Mills  attack 

A  member  of  a  teenage  gang 
was  found  guilty  of  causing 
grievous  bodily  harm  to  John 
Mills,  58,  husband  of  Barbara 
Miffs,  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions.  The  17-year-old, 
who  cannot  be  named,  was 
also  found  guilty  of  robbery 
by  Knightsbridge  Crown 
Court  He  was  remanded  into 
custody  for  a  pre-sentence 
report 

Professor  killed 

Professor  Keith  Ruddock,  57, 
the  estranged  husband  of 
Joan  Ruddock,  the  Labour 
MP,  died  after  being  struck 
by  acar  in  south  London.  He 
was  Professor  of  Biophysics 
at  Imperial  College.  London. 

Budgen  fined 

A  supermarket  has  been’fined 
£23,000  after  a  woman  died 
after  being  knocked  over  by  a 
faulty  automatic  door.  Phyllis 
Johnson,  79.  hit  her  bead  as 
she  fell  at  the  Budgen  store  in 
Fakenham,  Norfolk. 

Bailfefused 

Roisin  McAliskey,  25,  the 
pregnant  daughter  of  Berna¬ 
dette- McAliskey,  is  to  spend 
Christmas  in  prison  after  bail 
was  again  refused.  She  faces 
charges  over  a  British  bar¬ 
racks  bombing  in  Germany. 

Firework  ban 

Ministers  have  imposed  an 
immediate  ban  on  die  sale  of 
aerial  shells  and  maroons,  the 
type  of  mortar-launched  fire¬ 
work  responsible  far  the 
death  of  two  people  at  bonfire 
parties  last  month. 

Damages  appeal 

South Yorkshire  Police  are  to 
appeal  against  a  £201000 
High  Court  damages  award 
to  John  McCarthy,  35,  of 
Liverpool  whose  half-brother 
died  in  die  Hillsborough  foot¬ 
ball  stadium  disaster. 


Patient  saved  by  phone  call 


SURGEONS  saved  die  life  of 
a  patient  after  receiving  in¬ 
structions  on  how  to  cany  out 

an  operation  in  a  telephone 
call  to  heart  speefafiset  _ 
Doctors  on  the  Isle  of  Wight 
•had  no  time  tq  transfer  fee  60- 
year-old  victim  of  a  stabbing 
accident  to  the  mainland  and 


were  forced  to  cailBouthamp- 
ton  for  help.  Brian.  Smith, 
who  had  mien  on  a  knife 
while  walking  upstairs  peel¬ 
ing  an  apple,  was  rushed  to  St 
Mazy's  Hospital  in  Newport 
with  internal  bleeding.  -. . 

’  Peter  Donaldson,  one  of  die 
surgeons,  said:  “It  was  an 
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unusual  injury  but  sending 
the  patient  to  Southampton 
would  have  meant  a  delay  of 
90  minutes  and  in  this  case  it 
could  have  been  cruriaL  We 
did  riot  know  what  extra 
damage  would  be  caused  by 
airlifting  him  and  the  feny 
would  have  taken  too  long." 

.  Mr  Smith  had  asmali  hole 
in.  .the  front  of  his  heart 
catted  by  the  blade  of  the 
knife:  “We  telephoned  South¬ 
ampton  where  tins  type  of 
Operation  would  not  have 
posed  any  problem.”  Mr 
Donaldson  said.  "The  doctors 
gave  me  some  genual  advice 
about  what  to  expect  and  the 
problems  we  could  face." 

Mr  Smith  was  given  16 
pints  of  blood  during  the 
operation.  “It  was  a  fairly 
simple  procedure  in  the  end — 
I  put  my  finger  in  the  hole  and 
ipy  colleague  stitched  if  up,” 
Mr  Donaldson  said. 


assistant  as  she  left  a  pub  in 
Greenhithe.  He  cut  her  across 
the  throat  with  a  flick  knife 
then  forced  her  into  a  factory 
yard,  where  he  stabbed  her  16 
times  in  tite  back  and  hands  as 
she  fought  to  protect  herself. 

Miss  Barnard,  who  has 
since  moved  abroad,  collapsed 
and  beld  her  breath  to  con¬ 
vince  him  that  she  was  dead. 
After  walking  away  he  took 
his  girlfriend  for  a  night  out 

wien  police  arrested  him 
they  found,  notes  of  four 
assault  plans.  Ln  a  diary  he 
had  written  an  account  of  the 
first  attack,  which  he 
described  as  his  “master¬ 
piece”.  The  court  was  told  that 
psychiatrists  at  Broadmoor 
considered  that  his  schizoid 
personality  condition  was 
un  treatable. 

Passing  sentence,  Mr  Jus¬ 
tice  Wright  sard  that  Ash- 
Smith  should  not  be  eligible 
for  parole  for  at  least  15  years. 
He  told  him:  “From  your  late 
adolescence  you  have  been 
driven  by  abnormal  urges  of  a 
violent  and  sexual  nature  and 
those  urges  have  for  many 
years  lea  you  to  fantasise 
about  aggressive  and  sadistic 
behaviour. 

“It  is  eminently  plain  you 
are  an  appallingly  dangerous 

man _ You  have  no  real 

understanding  or  remorse  for 
your  behaviour. 

“You  are  far  too  dangerous 
to  be  at  large.  Whether  you 
will  ever  cease  to  be  a  danger 
must  be  a  matter  of  very 
considerable  doubt" 


MARTIN  BEDOALL 


Lucia  C richton- Miller,  centre,  at  the  funeral  of  her  father.  Sir  Laurens  van  der  Post  in  Chelsea  yesterday 

Prince  pays  last  respects  to  mentor 


THE  Prince  of  Wales  led 
mounters  at  the  funeral  of  his 
friend  and  mentor.  Sir  Lau¬ 
rens  van  der  Post  yesterday. 
The  Prince  comforted  family 
members  at  the  service  at 
Christ  Church,  Chelsea,  for 
tiie  South  African-born  writer 
and  explorer  who  was  his 
“spiritual  guru”  and  godfa¬ 
ther  to  Prince  William. 

The  handwritten  card  on 
the  Prince's  wreath  read:  “For 
Dear  Laurens.  With  everlast¬ 
ing  gratitude  and  affection  — 
always.  Charles.”  Sir  Laurens 
died  peacefully,  aged  90.  at 
his  home  in  London  in  the 


early  hours  of  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  after  his  heart  failed.  The 
Prince  had  visited  him  three 
hours  before  his  death  and 
had  planned  a  ninetieth  birth¬ 
day  party  for  him  at 
High  grove,  his  country  home 
in  Gloucestershire,  last 
Friday. 

The  Prince  entered  the 
church  with  Sir  Laurens's 
daughter,  Lucia  Crichton- 
Miffer.  Ten  minutes  later, 
after  a  choral  prelude,  pall¬ 
bearers  brought  in  the  coffin 
covered  with  roses.  Mrs 
Crichton-Miller  led  the 
mourners,  followed  by  Sir 


Laurens's  six  grandchildren. 

Lawrence  Hughes,  his 
American  publisher,  gave  tire 
address,  calling  Sir  Laurens 
“one  of  the  most  remarkable 
human  beings  of  our  centu¬ 
ry".  The  service  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev  Thomas 
Hiney,  a  chaplain  at  the 
Royal  Hospital,  Chelsea.  He 
described  Sir  Laurens  as  a 
visionary,  poet,  soldier,  sage, 
an  inspiration  and  explorer  of 
land  and  the  human  spirit 

A  cremation  service  was 
held  after  the  service  at 
Putney  Vale,  southwest 
London. 


The  Prince:  comforted 
his  friend’s  dose  family 
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mAh  VtdMPta.  IUJ  m  J 
Modal  231. 

Total  Separate  Selling  Prica  £50998. 

12  MOMTHS  IfjnsiEST  FREE  OPTION* 


28'fBCAMSMnoTV 
M  voutmnxi 


MATSU  I  BUMfl  28'ffiCAM  Sttn 

Model  28M1.  W.J  VOUCHER 

MATSU  4-Heed  MR  PI 

IfiCAllsMro  VhSm>n[|T|l  fKl 

with  VktaoPtui  KUiei  till 

Model  VP9601.  kvstore  Price  £599. 

9  MOM1H5  HTERE5T  FREE  omofr 


59QIsjv?!jrn 

•de  ■  wtth  Sana  RaOv 


LOWEST  EVER  PRICE 
ON  THIS  MATSUI  VIDEO 


MATSUI  manna L-gi-h, 

Mdto  until  Remote  Control 

VOUCHHI  PRICE 

Modenmuioo. 

In-amt  Price  £149.99.  f  I  Qfl 

BCSISEUBI  L  IVVtiRI 


i139» 


r—jK  - „ 


‘10 


CD  HI-FI  SYSTEMS 

SAVE  s  e50 


AIWA  CD  HU  HM 

■  Moltqrftgr  -  ptayv  up  to  3  OBo. 

■  Massive  ISO  warn  (RMS) 
power  output. 

Model  NSC999  MARK  U. 
bKtote  Price  £44999. 


50 


llTij  nil 


£399.99 


•iccuii3/C:;  Awisss ; 


I: 


EXTRA  SAVING 


£50 


MULTIMEDIA 

SAVE  ¥S  £300 

T 


EXTRA  SAVING 


ACER  ACROS 

P1B0  Multimedia  PC  mm 

aSMbRAMraSOhvd  V4 
drive.  MJ1I 

■  BipeedOROM 

Model  PI  00.  wooie  nue  £999. 


_ 

El  £949 


PACKARD  BELL  mm  Penan- 


0Mb  RAMP  GlihMdrtie. 
Model  923a 
rtnwm.  was  £IB4 


£150 


FREE  PRINTER 


OUVETT1  JPT70C  ■» 
rv  idb  tetad  2eS  9DCI  XU  3  981  Ki  todat  ta  t 


tfreeBTrairtuKi  by  redemption  Credited  to 

local  weekend  rate.  Ask  ' 


EXTRA  SAVING 


Lt— 


EXAMPLE  OF  INTEREST 


OPTION 


SELECTED  PRODUCTS 


I  i'll 


il'i.V 


c*= 


-2-5 


K  Aquarius  wash  system. 

■  Slow  spin  option. 

m  'No-heat'  economy  wash. 

■  crease  care  facility. 

Model  WM25. 

Wasi 49ft9ff.  Was  £399  99. 
BUY  NOW  MY  OCTOBER  *97 


SAV? 


SALE  PRICE 


120 


{379(99 


33-100 


EXTRA  SAX/IPJCi 

«;b>TT- 


Eamomroqdon. 
MoAlin&«ttB99J9. 
hvaore  Mm  139999. 


t  X  I  IIA  SAVING 


FREE 


DISHWASHERS 

SAVE  e160 


?  HOTPOINT 

Rill  Size  ‘Aquarius* 

|»  „ - Dishwasher 

,  j  a  Adjustable  upper  basket, 
-f)/  ■  8  programmes. 

Model  DF23. 

Was  £449:99.  Was  £34939 


i  •••  v- 


M4  .A,.  1 1  r  die 

WSm. 


CANDY  MSatMpaa' 

Dfahawher  ■HBBvooai 

«4prt»nmnes-  HBH8  V\* 

aisFTHtf: 

Was  06991.. 

hvitore  Price  {24999.  _ 

6  MONTHS  MHKsrreBE  OmOVC* 


i : 

Adc  for  details. 

SALE  PRICE 

(329.99 

HOOVER  Ft*  Star  -Soft  WM- 

£160 


REFRIGERATION 

SAVE  elOO 


CANDY 

9JI  eu-ft  Fridge  Freezer 

■  5.7  cu.ft  fridge. 

■  4.1  oLft  freezer. 

Modd  CCM2ah2G- 
Was  £399.99. 

BUY  NOW  PAT  SALE  PRICE 
DBCEWFR97  _  —  — 


100 


IT 


£299.99 


"VTTTKVV... 

ITTX&SK.  . 


PANASONIC 


EXTRA  SAVING 


Isu&ere 


FREE 


JlUflhutt**. 


SAUCEPANS 


COOKING 


SAVE  o  el 50 


£20 


ass 


100 


100 


KEYBOARDS  SAVE  ?V7 


CANNON  Um  SfattnGesCoohn 


MGM  E-no 

4-padc  Video  Ihpc 
■  12  heurl  neconSng 


SCOTCH 

E-180  3-pscfc  Wen  Htpo 
9  Fuun  recording 


Total  Separate  Selling 
Price  £15. 

In-Store  Price  £699. 


Total  Separate  Selling 
Price  £13.47. 

{restore  Price  £799. 


HITACHI 

MMnsffladmtgeebla 

Shaver 

b1  hour  charge  time. 

■  Roteiy  action. 

Model  SMS  MM3 

WOO.  «M 

Wn  £7999.  r  <UM 


PHIUSHAVE 


{24.99 


■  3  nary  floating  hmfe. 

■  Mukkuolage.  w..— 
Was  £5499.  ifi 


{49^9 


6  OFF 


ALL  HAIR  CARE  PRODUCTS 


OVER  £20  AND  ALL  SHAVERS 


OVER  £40  WITH  VOUCHER 


La, 


Currys  VOUCHER  SPECIALS 


as 


MS 


o* 


STOVES 

50on  Slot-in  Gas  COofwr 
Finished  in  Brass  and  Raring  Green 

■  Separate  own  and  grBL 

■  Abo  available  In 
Blue  and  Red. 

Model  NEWHOME 


Price  Eadudtng 

IVaderin  S4939. 


m&m 


3S 


E5KLUSJVHS 


Ol 


t-  it 


EXAMPLE  OF  BUY  NOW  PAY 
LATER  ON  SELECTED  PRODUCTS 


33331 


FT 


£150 


Iv 


ON  THF.  SPOT 


WE’LL  NEVER  bfc  BF  A  TEN 


Currys 


<8 


•"•OTisa. 


*  1*. 


m  ■*£ 
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>AVE :  £i6 
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God’s  judgment  tries  to  rekindle  hope  from  remnants  of  failure 


n  the  days  before  Charis¬ 
mas  the  Church  thinks 


The  writer  is  Vicar  of 
the  University  Church 
of  St  Mazy’s,  Oxford 


A  about  judgment  This  is 
because  Christians  wish  to  be 
ready  worthy  to  greet 
their  King  when  he  comes  at 
Christmas;,  and  it  also  links- 
op  with  the  expectation  that 
Christ  will  come  again,  at  die 
aid  of  time,  to  judge  the 
living  and  die  dead.  Thus,  in 
the  domestic  excitement  of 
Christ's  fakfo.  we  see  foe 
ultimate  purpose  of  God. 

On  the  surface,  judgment  is 
portrayed-  as  something  im¬ 
posed  from  outside  fry  a  God 
who  sits  in  a  heavenly  court 

Hcrtvevec,  from  the  spuitoaf 


pespective,  judgment  has  to 
start  from  within  a  person, 
with  a  bit  of  honesty  about 
one’s  own  limitations  and  foe 
readiness  to  see  the  good  in 
other  people.  I  once  had  the 
privilege  of  visiting  Mother 
Teresa  at  work  in  Calcutta 
and  1  fdt  bumbled  fay  the 
commitment  and  sdf^acri- 
fice  of  her  team  of  workers  in 
trying  to  bring  some  dignity 
to  the  extreme  poor  of  the  city. 

I  was  forced  to  face  die 
question  of  whether  1  could 
have  done  this  work  myself 
and  found  myself  overawed 
and  daunted.  Sometimes  wc 
feel  judged  by  other  people's 


The  Rev  Brian  Mountford 


goodness — an  act  of  generos¬ 
ity,  sdfgmng,  or  courage  in 
adversity  —  and  ask.  TVhy 
am  1  not  Uke  this?'  This  is 
awe.  and  awe  is  a  stale  of  self- 
knowledge,  when  a  person 
sees  him  or  herself  in  the  light 
of  a  greater  perspective,  and 
is  challenged  by  it 
The  experience  of  awe. 
which  seems  a  rather  neglect¬ 
ed  part  of  modern  reEgious 


life,  is  to  do  with  fear  and 
admiration.  Lb  the  Christmas 
stories,  the  shepherds  were 
filled  with  fear  when  the 
angel  told  them  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus  and.  when  the  Wise 
Men  arrived  to  see  die  infant 
Christ,  they  fell  down  and 
worshipped  him.  Why  were 

they  overawed?  Because  they 

had  come  face  to  bee  with 
God,  and  tfa ey  felt  judged  by 


his  goodness  and  his  love. 
There  is  some  mysterious 
ingredient  in  this  timeless 
story  that  in  foe  dam  our  of 
the  modern  world,  still  has 
the  power  to  awaken  in  a 
person  the  seriousness  of  foe 
challenge  that  love,  goodness, 
truth  and  beauty  makes  on 

human  the. 

The  obverse  side  of  judg- , 
meat,  which  is  rightly  and 
often  emphasised  pastoraDy, 
is  die  need  for  affirmation  — 
no  one  should  feel  guilty,  put 
down,  diminished,  underval¬ 
ued.  inadequate.  The  unco¬ 
ordinated  child  may  fed 
judged  and  overawed  by  die 


standard  of  First  XI  football¬ 
ers,  but  his  ability  must  be 
affirmed  and  he  must  be 
helped  to  fulfil  his  potential, 
however  limited.  The  same 
applies  to  relationships  and 
to  morality;  we  need  affirma¬ 
tion  and  encouragement  in 
order  not  to  mess  up  our 
relationships. 

Not  all  will  be  saints,  but 
all  should  strive  to  be  die  best 
ttiey  can.  And  God’s  underly¬ 
ing  affirmation  of  all  people 
is  symbolised  at  Christmas  by 
the  fact  that  he  comes  in 
humility,  as  an  outsider,  and 
temporarily  homeless.  This 
means  that  God’s  judgment 


is  itself  creative.  It  is  not  only 
concerned  with  sorting  sheep 
from  goats,  and  seeing  justice 
done,  but  about  the  braiding 
and  rebuilding  of  lives,  trying 
to  rekindle  hope  from  die 
shattered  fragments  of  fail¬ 
ure.  This  is  perhaps  the 
awesome  perspective  of 
Christmas:  that  it  offers  a 
fresh  start  with  a  child  who 
shines  as  a  light  in  the  world, 
offering  hope  that  is  not 
sentimental  because  it  stems 
from  the  eternal  justice  and 
love  of  God. 
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are  putting  Eton 


By  Ruth  Gledhill.  religion  correspondent 


LEADING  Roman  Catholic 
independent  schools  are  call¬ 
ing  for  greater  support  from 
parents  -and  -  bishops  as  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  of  wealthy 
Catholics  send  their  children 
to  other  public  schools. 

Although  demand  for  a 
Catholic  education  in  the 
grant-maintained  and  state 
sector  has  never  been  higher, 
public  schools  such  as 
Ampleforth  and  Downside  are 
concerned  that  Catholic  fam¬ 
ilies  are  passing  them  over  in 
favour  of  a  more  secular  or 
Anglican  edu  cation  -at  leading 
.nan-Cathatic'schools. 

Two  Catholic  independent 
schools,  Buddast  Abbey  pre-. 
paratory  school  in  Devon  and 
Belmont  Abbey,  near  Here¬ 
ford,  have  already  dosed,  and 
at  Downside,  near  Bath,  num¬ 
bers  have  fallen  by  a  third  in 
20  years. 

Eton;  which  appointed  a 
Catholic  chaplain  in  foe  early 
1960s,  now  has  about  300 
Catholic  boys,  compared  with 
just  a  handful  20  years  ago. 
Marlborough  and  Epsom 
have  followed  Eton’s  lead  in 
appointing  Catholic  chap¬ 
lains.  tapping  a  hitherto  inac¬ 
cessible  source  of  pupijs;-  •  -J 

Father  Antony  SufidwHead 
Master  qf  Downgpjfc  .v^J^ii  . 
charges  E3BOO  a  term;  said 
that-  Catholic  .parents  were  -; 
keen  to  be  •aaSSjrtdd’T#' ffrif  * 
Establishment  There  is  foe 
idea. that  we  can  now  get  into. 
Eton  and  hang  onto  our  souls  ’ 
at  foe  same  time,*’ he  said.  Bur 
he  was  also  being  ‘‘bombard¬ 
ed”  by  non-Catholics  desper¬ 
ate  to  send  their  children  to  a 
Catholic  school  because  of  its 
moral  ethos. 

Father  Sutch  criticised  the 
"league-table  mentality” 
among  sane  parents;  “People 
don’t  seem  to  bebeve  that  a 
fully  Catholic  education  is  of 
as  much  value  as  league-table; 
results,"  he  said.  “Schools  are 


being  judged  by  league  tables 
rather  than  by  ethos." 

Laity  and  dergy  are 
alarmed  by -the  trend.  They 
wantto  arrest  the  large  decline 
in  Mass  attendance,  highlight¬ 
ed  in  the  1997  Catholic  Direc¬ 
tory,  and  believe  that  the  way 
to  do  this  is  through  the 
Catholic  education  system. 

Father  Leo  Chamberlain. 
Head  Master  of  Ampleforth 
College,  the  Benedictine  pub¬ 
lic  school  in  North  Yorkshire, 
has  criticised  bishops  for  say¬ 
ing  “aH  too  little"  about  the 
importance  of  Catholic 


jg^piaberiapu  be  urges 
bishops  to  speak  oat 


'sOfebls.  .Yesterday  he  said: 
There  has  been  a  trend  for 
-same  secular  schools,  particu¬ 
larly  in  foe  private  sector,  to 
offer  particular  arrangements 
for  Catholics.  But  a  school 
with  .a  Catholic  chaplaincy  is 
riot  foe  same  as  a  Catholic 
school  And  the  opportunity  to 
go  to  Sunday  Mass  is  not  the 
same  as  .  an  education  im¬ 
mersed  in  the  culture,  spiritu¬ 
al  values  . and  moral  codes  of 
the  Church.?* 

While  more  wealthy  Catho¬ 
lics  are  choosing  a  non-Cafoo- 
lic  education  fa  their  children 


in  the  independent  sector, 
some  of  the  most  loyal  parents 
at  Ampleforth,  where  fees  are 
£12555  a  year,  are  Anglican. 
More  than  one  in  ten  of  its  644 
pupils  are  non-Catholic,  and 
the  number  is  growing.  * 

The  religious  education  de¬ 
bate  has  taken  on  an  added 
urgency  in  recent  weeks  in  the 
light  of  Hie  moral  campaign 
launched  by  Frances  Law¬ 
rence.  widow  of  foe  murdered 
headmaster  Philip  Lawrence. 
In  a  recent  address  to  foe 
Catholic  grant-maintained 
schools  conference.  Father 
Chamberlain  said  that  it  was 
part  of  the  responsibility  of 
Catholic  schools  to  ensure  that 
the  results  of  Mrs  Lawrence’s 
campaign  were  lasting. 

•  The  steeply  rising  rales  of 
divorce,  the  abandonment  of 
marriage,  the  campaign  for  an 
active  homosexual  lifestyle  to 
be  regarded  as  of  equal  legiti¬ 
macy  to  heterosexual,  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  serious  moral 
failures  within  the  Church  — 
all  tins  contributes  now  to  a 
sense  of  crisis  in  which  we 
fully  participate, "  he  said. 

He  gave  warning  of  a 
danger  foal  Catholics  would 
lose  their  way  because  of  foe 
new  openness.  “Schools  are 
rightly  perceived  as  standing 
at  the  centre  of  national  con¬ 
cerns  because  it  is  there,  after 
the  family,  that  the  shaping  of 
personal  futures  lies,"  he  said. 
“Catholics  want  their  own 
schools  so  that  our  vision  of 
man  as  made  in  God^s  image 
may  be  passed  to  another 
generation.”  . 

He  said  that  parents*  wishes 
had  fo.be  respected,  but  re¬ 
ferred  to  tiie  Giurdft.  policy 
that  Catholic  children  in  nan-; 
Catholic  schools  should  still  be 
given  a  proper  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  “It  is ’difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  how  this  can  be  done  as 
well  in  the  circumstances  of  a 
secular  schooL” 


JOHN  POTTER 


Hume  calls 
for  hope  in 
the  face  of 
pessimism 


By  Ruth  Gledhill 


The  Rev  Ermal  Kirby  is  the  first  blade  Methodist  to  be  appointed  a  district  chairman,  the  equivalent  of  a  bishop. 
Mr  Kirby,  4&  who  was  bom  in  Antigua,  is  to  head  the  London  North  East  District,  which  extends  from  the  capital 
to  Cambridgeshire  and  the  Essex  coast  He  is  currently  a  tutor  in  ethics  at  Queen’s  College,  Birmingham 


CARDINAL  Basil  Hume, 
Archbishop  of  Westminster, 
yesterday  urged  Christians  to 
shake  off  the  prophets  of 
doom,  in  a  series  of  Christmas 
messages  to  the  4.4  million 
Roman  Catholics  in  England 
and  Wales,  he  said  that,  desp¬ 
ite  widespread  unease  in  soci¬ 
ety,  there  were  signs  of  hope. 

He  said  in  the  Catholic 
Herald:  “It  is  fashionable  at 
the  moment  to  be  gloomy. 
There  is  widespread  anxiety 
about  economic  stability,  un¬ 
employment  the  future  of 
Europe,  the  quality  of  educa¬ 
tion,  health  and  family  life.  No 
aspect  of  life,  the  Church 
included,  escapes  the  pessi¬ 
mist's  pen." 

And  in  The  Tablet  he 
suggested  that  unease  had 
been  fuelled  “most  powerful¬ 
ly.  perhaps,  by  the  appalling 
tragedy  of  Dunblane”.  But  hie 
said  that  this  sentiment  could, 
paradoxically,  be  seen  as  a 
sign  of  hope  and  of  health. 


The  Times  in  association  w&h  Equator 

f  ng^gp-ghresyoutiieupiRiiliirotytotwiy 

this  stylish  overnight  cabin  case  from  their 
Executive  ccdtectirai  for  only  £29.99  mdudmg 
n&o,  a  third  off  the  mrrp  of  £45.00. 
^Specially  developed  for  today*  busyeoco*- 


sutefcly  designed  case  performs  to  te  move- 


ness  traveller.  Available  in  aWadtwprorf- 
febric,  foe  case  features  a  sturdy  cany  hante 
and  detachable  shoulder  strap,  with  a  front 


gusseted  pocket  indoding  an  organiser  section 
with  nubile  phone  bolder,  three  crecfit  card 
pockets  arxJ  four  pen  holders.  There  is  also  a 
bade  up  compartment  with  two  fofio  sections, 
a  main  ,  garment  area  with  inside  zip  pocket 
and  a  bade  double  zip  pocket  which  can  be 
used  to  slip  over  your  trolley  case.  Measuring 
43cm  (length)  x  32cm  (height)  x  17cm  (width),  it 
is  an  aooepcaHe  size  for  hand  luggage  on  most 
airlines,  lb  order  your  amw&t  eaten  case  fir 
only  £29.99  post  coupon  and  remittance  or 
phone  our  order  hotline. 


!  TheTimes  Overnight  Cabin  Case  Offer 
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In  an  uncertain  world  of  rising  and 
falling  inreresr  rates.  The  Promise 
gives  investors  die  reassurance  of  rate 
guarantees  until  31  December  1998. 
If  Northern  Rock’s  mortgage  rate 
changes,  we  guarantee  you  that 
The  Promise  will  never  earn  less 
than  2-5%  g toss  below  ir. 

We  also  promise  that  your  annual 
interest  will  never  fall  below  a  safety 
net  of  55%  gross  p-a. 

Interest  can  be  paid  either  monthly 
or  annually.  If  you  opt  for  monthly 
income,  then  the  guarantee  is  that 


The  Promise  will  never  earn  less  than 
1.75%  gross  below  Northern  Rock's 
mortgage  rate  and  rhar  your  return 


ill 


Amount 
you  invest 

ANNUAL 

INTEREST1 

%  Grass  |  Kttar 

MONTHLY 

iNlttttSri 

%  Gross  W 

£100,000+ 

700 

5.60 

6.75 

5.40 

CSMXJDr 

6.75  1 

540 

850  ! 

fe20 

E2540O+ 

ass 

532 

B40 

5.12 

snaooo*- 

6.60 

528 

&35 

.5.00 

will  never  fall  below  5.25%  gross  p.a. 
You  have  penalty  free  access  up  to 
£5,000  of  your  money,  once  in  1997 
and  once  in  1998.  And  The  Promise 
matures  on  31st  December  1998. 

In  a  climate  of  rising  interest  rates, 
it's  a  combination  that's  hard  to  bear. 

To  rake  advantage,  you’ll  have  ro  be 
quick.  This  is  strictly  a  limited  offer, 
operated  exclusively  by  post. 

For  full  details,  call  us  free  any  time 
from  9-5  Monday  to  Friday,  or  10-3 
weekends  (you  can  leave  a  message 
at  other  times).  0500  50  5000 


SC 

NORTHERN  ROCK 

Northern  Rock  Building  Society.  Principal  Office:  Northern  Rock  House,  Gosforth,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  NE3  4PL.  www.nrock.co.uk 

Member  of  the  ItoildiagSorictics  Association.  Akcts  exceed  £12  billion. 


f*^SRDERSpSsETELEPHONE  (0l525)J51945j24_h^URS)_ 


Tie  Fromm  if  *  devour  Bond  ud  nbf  confer  membership  rights  in  die  Sodcfy.  A  share  version  of  ibis  Bead  is  tniliUc  to  niiliDK  Northern  Rod  ihuehotdert  only.  The  Promise  Shirt  Bon)  casblnnistiOg  share  account 
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Eritrea  labours  to 
put  historic  railway 
back  on  the  tracks 


PEASANTS  and  former  guer¬ 
rillas  have  scoured  the  barren 
hills  of  Eritrea,  collecting  the 
old  rails  and  sleepers  from 
improvised  defensive  trench¬ 
es.  Rusting  steam  trains  have 
been  brought  out  of  old  sheds, 
burnished,  oiled  and  lovingly 
restored.  Retired  railwaymen 
have  been  mobilised.  Next 
month  President  Afewerki  of 
Eritrea  will  formally  inaugu¬ 
rate  the  restoration  of  one  of 
Africa's  most  spectacular  nar- 
ruw-guage  railways. 

In  Mussolini's  day.  when 
the  Italians  ruled  Eritrea, 
steam  trains  used  to  puff  up 
the  line  from  the  Red  Sea  port 
of  Massawa  through  Asmara, 
the  capital,  to  the  Sudanese 
border.  During  the  30-year 
civil  war  between  Ethiopia, 
which  annexed  the  former 
colony  in  1952,  and  the  Eritre¬ 
an  People's  Liberation  Front, 
both  sides  ripped  up  the  rails 
and  steel  sleepers  to  reinforce 
their  dug-outs  and  positions. 
The  railway,  a  marvel  of 
engineering.  Lay  in  ruins. 

When  Eritrea  achieved  in¬ 
dependence  three  years  ago. 


By  Michael  Binyon 

an  international  consortium 
told  the  Government  that  it 
would  cost  £250  million  to 
restore  the  line.  There  were 
two  options:  sell  the  remain¬ 
ing  track  and  rusting  locomo¬ 
tives  to  the  Saudis  for  scrap:  or 
restore  the  line  themselves. 
They  chose  the  latter. 

In  August  1995,  hundreds 
were  employed  to  re-lay  the 
sleepers  ana  haul  the  rails 
back  to  the  old  trackbed. 
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Wizened  old  men  who  once 
drove  and  maintained  the 
Italian  engines,  built  in  the 
1920s  and  1930s,  were  set  to 
work  to  forge  new  parts  and 
instruct  younger  drivers  how 
to  operate  the  old  steam  en¬ 
gines.  Two  newer  diesel  loco¬ 
motives  that  have  been  sitting 
idle  in  Asmara  were  also 
stripped  down  and  reassem¬ 
bled. 

The  first  30  miles  of  track 
are  already  in  operation,  and 
the  entire  75-mile  section,  link¬ 
ing  Asmara  and  Mussawa.  is 
virtually  repaired.  The  project 
has  cost  around  £3  million. 

Built  in  the  !S90s,  the  line, 
with  a  gauge  of  just  less  than  a 
metre,  is  one  of  the  most  ex¬ 
traordinary  feats  oF  colonial 
engineering.  Twisting 
through  gorges  and  over  via¬ 
ducts.  it  climbs  almost  7,000ft 
above  the  hot  coastal  plain. 

The  line  once  ran  for  221 
miles,  linking  up  with  the 
Sudanese  rail  system.  But 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  recom¬ 
missioning  the  entire  stretch: 
Sudan  and  Eritrea  are  at 
virtual  war  after  the  Khar- 
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A  passenger  train  is  pulled  by  a  440  class  locomotiveoverthe  Caroben  bridge  on  the  Massawa  to  Asmara  line,  which  was  built  in  the  1890s 


town  Government’s  attempts 
to  destabilise  its  neighbour  fay 
trying  to  export  Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

The  railway  once  owned  IS 
oil -burning  steam  engines. 
They  never  ran  fast:  even  the 
recently  renovated  ones  are 
limited  to  25mph.  Evelyn 
Waugh  vividly  described  the 


Eritrean  line  in  Scoop,  poking 
fun  at  the  trains  that  lumbered 
up  the  mountain  so  slowly  that 
passengers  had  time  to  get  off 
and  pick  berries  on  the  way. 

Eritrea  Is  determination  to 
rebuild  the  line  is  typical  of  the 
self-help  philosophy  it  has 
invoked  to  overcome  the  rav¬ 
ages  of  the  war  with  Ethiopia. 


President  Afewerki,  current¬ 
ly  on  his  first  visit  to  Britain 
since  taking  office,  insisted 
that  his  country  was  not  like 
other  Third  World  nations, 
demanding  Western  aid  and 
falling  into  debt.  “We  are 
trying  to  mobilise  our  awn 
resources.  We  have  a  very 
prudent  approach  to  borrow¬ 


ing.”  Mr  Afewerki  said  that  he 
preferred  to  see  business  part¬ 
nerships  with  Western  coun¬ 
tries  and,  turning  his  back  on 
the  former  Marxist  rhetoric  of 
the  liberation  front  he  once 
led,  spoke  of  investment  self- 
reliance,  the  private  sector's 
role  and  his  cordial  relations 
with  the  World  Bank  and 


International  Monetary  Fluid. 
The  President's  foreign  polity 
is  equally  pragmatic  when  a 
row  blew  up  with  Yemen  over 
the  occupation  of  a  small  Red 
Sea  island,  he  agreed  to  inter¬ 
national  arbitration.  The  tri¬ 
bunal  is  riding  in  London  and 
Mr  Afewerki  says  he  will 
respect  its  decision. 


Child  sex 
fears  halt 
adverts 

Paris:  A  French  advertising 
campaign  for  Evian  mineral 
water  featuring  photographs 
of  naked  children  has  been 
abandoned  after  complaints 
that  it  could  encourage 
paedophilia  -  (Adam  Sage 
writes). 

The  campaign  sparked  pro¬ 
tests  that  it  was  insensitive 
after  revelations  in  Belgium 
about  Marc  Dutroux.  the  self- 
confessed  paedophile  kidnap¬ 
per.  The  Dutroux  affair  has 
caused  deep  anxiety  in  France, 
where  cases  of  child  molesting 
have  since  been  given  wide¬ 
spread  publicity. 

Carl  Sagan  dies 
of  pneumonia 

Seattle:  Car]  Sagan,  62,  the 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  astro¬ 
nomer  and  storyteller  who 
extolled  the  grandeur  and 
mystery  of  the  universe  in 
lectures,  books  and  on  tele¬ 
vision.  has  died  of  pneumonia 
at  a  cancer  research  centre  in 
Seattle.  He  had  been  suffering 
from  preleukaemia  syndrome, 
a  bone  marrow  disease.  (AP) 
Obituary,  page  19 

Burundi  Army 
"massacred  500’ 

Nairobi:  Burundi's  Tutsi- 
dominated  Army  was  said  to 
have  massacred  up  to  500 
Hutu  civilians  in  what  Amnes¬ 
ty  International  called  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  a  “policy  of  sys¬ 
tematic  extermination  of  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  population”.  The  rights 
group  said  the  massacre  took 
place  in  Butaganza  commune 
on  December  3.  (AP) 

Tanker  crew  hurt 
in  Falklands  fire 

The  living  quarters  of  an  oil 
tanker  was  destroyed  by  a  fire 
off  the  Falkland  Islands.  Eight 
of  the  IS  Latvian  crew  were 
taken  ashore  suffering  from 
smoke  inhalation  and  minor 
injuries,  but  they  later  recov¬ 
ered.  Firefighters  put  out  the 
blaze  on  the  Panamanian- 
registered  vessel  (AFP) 

"Rich  tax’  to  help 
Indonesian  poor 

Jakarta:  President  Suharto, 
who  first  sought  voluntary 
donations,  has  now  ordered 
individual  and  corporate  tax¬ 
payers  in  Indonesia  with  an¬ 
nual  incomes  of  more  than 
£26,000  to  contribute  an  extra 
2  per  cent,  after  tax.  to  a  fund 
to  help  the  poor.  (AP) 


Broadway 
Britons 
stage  a 
tea-party 

From  James  Bone 
IN  NEW  YORK 


BRITISH  thespftms  might  be 
busy  mounting  their  much- 
trumpeted  invasion  of  Broad¬ 
way  but  that  does  not  mean 
they  do  not  have  time  for  tea. 

Several  dozen  of  Britain's 
leading  actors  took  a  break 
from  storming  New  York  this 
week  to  attend  a  high  tea  at 
the  stately  Players  Club  in 
Grammy  Square  Park. 

The  likes  of  Elaine  Paige; 
Michael  Gambon,  Fiona 
Shaw  and  Stephanie  Bear 
cham  donned  paper  crowns, 
pulled  crackers  and  munched 
cucumber  sandwiches  while 
bemoaning  the  excitability  of 
American  audiences,  lack  of 
British  news,  and  inconve¬ 
niences  of  the  Big  Apple. 

“I  take  tea  in  London,  dar¬ 
ling,  absolutely,”  said  the  ir¬ 
repressible  Paige,  who  has 
won  acclaim  for  her  perfor¬ 
mance  as  the  ageing  diva 
Norma  Desmond  in  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber's  Broadway 
production  of  Sunset  Boule- 
vard.  “Tea  is  the  best  time  of 
day,”  she  explained. 

The  unprecedented  event 
was  the  “drunken  inspira¬ 
tion"  of  Nicky  Henson,  mak¬ 
ing  his  Broadway  debut  as  the 
foppish  Lord  Goring  in  Peter 
Hall’s  revival  of  Oscar 
Wilde's  An  Ideal  Husband. 
“In  the  middle  of  the  first 
night  I  said  ‘we  ought  to  get 
all  the  Brits  together'.”  he 
said. 

The  high  tea  was  served  at 
large  round  tables  covered 
with  white  tabledothes  in  the 
lounge  of  the  Victorian  dub- 
house  beneath  a  portrait  of 
Edwin  Booth,  the  dub’s 
founder  and  the  brother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  assassin. 
John  Wilkes  Booth. 

Another  at  the  party  was 
Jim  Dale.  He  has  lived  in 
New  York  for  nearly  20  years 
and  regularly  offers  visiting 
British  actors  tea  on  his 
terrace.  “I  know  the  feeling 
when  you  are  all  alone  in  a 
big  tity  like  this,”  he  said. 


Paige  "tea  is  the 
best  time  of  day" 


No  fuel  like  an  old  fuel 


1:  Embarrassed  Indian 
lists  yesterday  conceded 
they  had  been  hoaxed  fay 
trade  herbal  fuel”, 
report  tabled  in  parlia- 
by  the  Department  of 
ice  and  Technology  said 
analysis  of  the  liquid 
joed  by  Fonnaiah  Ramar 
.  from  the  village  of 
uikulam  in  the  southern 
of  Tamil  Nadu,  showed  it 
a  mixture  of  paraffin  and 
ihor. 

ie  mixture  was  intro- 


duced  at  the  boiling  stage  and 
when  the  so-called  fuel  was  set 
on  fire,  with  considerable  diffi¬ 
culty  it  emitted  a  thick  smote 
similar  to  the  one  emitted 
when  camphor  is  burnt,”  the 
report  said.  "If  it  was  really 
fuel,  it  should  have  caught  fire 
instantly." 

Mr  Ptilai  had  initially  con¬ 
vinced  scientists  that  he  had 
made  a  discovery  during  ex¬ 
periments  in  which  he  pro¬ 
duced  fuel  after  boiling  water 
with  secret  herb  leaves.  (AFP) 
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Black  American  slang 


wins 


BLACK  American  English 
has  been  officially  recognised 
as  a  distinct  language  in 
Oakland,  California,  where 
black  children  who  speak  h 
are  in  a  majority  in  schools  but 
consistently  achieve  below- 
average  results.  . 

TTie  move,  which  was  swift¬ 
ly  attacked  as  lowering  stan¬ 
dards  and  “an  insult  to  the 

cognitive  abilities  of  blade 
children”,  makes  standard 
English  a  second  language  for 
28,000  children  and  offers 
bonuses  to  teachers  who  learn 
their  vernacular.  ’ 

The  Oakland  resolution  will 
send  ripples  throughout  the 
state.  It  was  welcomed  by 
black  education  officials  in  Los 
Angdes,  which  faces  similar 
problems,  but  flies  in  the  face 
of  Preposition  209,  the  mea¬ 
sure  approved  by  voters  last 
month  to  end  “affirmative 
action”  programmes. 

Stubbornly  law  scores  by 
black  children  in  English  and 
reading  tests  have  been  a 
simmering  racial  issue  in 
America’s  inner  cities  for  de- 
cades,  blamed  by  traditional¬ 
ists  on  the  problem  of  bringing 
neighbourhood  language  to 
school,  and  by  the  authors  of 
the  controversial  1994  bode 


in  classroom 


From  Giles  Whjttell  in  los  angeles 


The  Bell  Curve  on  genetic 
differences  between  the  races. . 

Hus  week's  unanimous  vote 
by  Oakland  Unified  School 
District .  officials  gives  blade, 
urban  slang  its  own  name, 
“Ebonics"  —  derived  from 
“ebony"  and  “phonics"  —  and 
traces  its  roots  to  West  Africa 
and  slavery. 

_  “West  and  Niger-Congo  Af¬ 
rican  language  systems  form 
the  basis  of  a  distinct  language 
spoken  by  black  Americans 
historically  isolated  from 
mainstream  English  by  slav¬ 


ery.  and  segregation."  the 
school  district's  resolution 
asserted. 

Critics  of  the  resolution 
have  aroused  Oakland  offici¬ 
als  of  mounting  a  ploy  to 
qualify  for  extra  federal  funds 
for  remedial  English  teaching 
for  .  blades  on  the  same 
grounds  that  entitle  the  child¬ 
ren  of  Spanish,  Chinese  and 
other  foreign  immigrants  to 
extra  teaching  of  English  as  a 
foreign  language. 

But  LuceUa  Harrison,  presi¬ 
dent  of  tiie  school  board. 


_ English _ • _ Ebonics _ ' 

He  goes  to  work  He  be  goin'  to  work 

She  wiD  be  first  She-uh  be  firs 

You're  crazy  You  crazy 

Six  minion  dollars  Six  million  dollar 

My  mother's  name  is  Mary  My  mama  name  Mary 
These  are  two  of  my  friends  It’s  two  of  my  friend, 

who  have  just  come  they  just  come 

Despite  being  labelled  distinct  languages  by  Oakland  officials, 
standard  and  “black"  English  do  not  have  separate  vocabular¬ 
ies.  Major  differences  m  the  latter  indude  a  simplified 
conjugation  of  the  verb  “to  be"  with  only  Ihe  infinitive  used  in  the 
present  tense  (hence  lie  be  goin'  to  work)  and  only  the  past 
participle  used  in  the  past  tense  (viz  Shebeen  married  for  a  long 
time). 

Final  consonants  are  also  often  dropped.  Thus  hand  becomes 
ban’ and  walking  becomes  walkin’. 
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insisted  that  the  move  was 
aimed  simply  at  helping  black 
pupils  who  “tune  out"  at  the 
sound  of  mainstream  English 
in  the  classroom.  “We  tried 
remedial  dasses  in  the  60s 
and  70s  and  they  did  not 
work,"  she  said.  “We  must  do 
something  different."' 

Seventy-one  per  cent  of  Oak¬ 
land’s  black  schoolchildren 
are  in  special  dasses  and  64 
per  cent  have  been  held  back 
at  least  a  year  because  of  poor 
achievement  —  a  state  of 
affairs  which  Elihu  Harris. 
Oakland’s  blade  Mayor,  said 
should  be  remedied  by  con¬ 
ventional  means.  . 

“Our  commitment  is  to  ex¬ 
cellence  in  education,"  Mr 
Harris  said,  "and  we  wiD  not 
tolerate  or  support  any  form  of 
substandard  English."  Other 
black  leaders  gave  a  warning 
against  equating  the  problems 
of  black  pupils  with  those  of 
immigrant  children  strug¬ 
gling  with  a  new  language. 

“I  know  that  Latinos  speak  a 
different  language  and  I  know 
my  (black]  cousins  don’t  speak 
a  different  language,"  said 
Professor  John  McWhorter  of 
the  University  of  California, 
who  is  black.  “It's  an  insult  to 
black  children." 
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Michael  Williams,  12,  studies  English  literature  at  a  school  in  Oakland,  California 


Gurkhas  fight  for 
equal  pensions 

From  Jonathan  Mirsky  in  hong  kong 


President  fills  final 
Cabinet  vacancies 

From  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 


GURKHA  veterans  in  Hong 
Kong  are  ready  to  sue  the 
British  Government  which 
they  say  cheated  them  of  their 
pensions  for  decades. 

The  Gurkha  Veterans'  As¬ 
sociation,  which  daims  to 
speak  for  85,000  members 
living  in  Nepal'and  15400  in 
Hong  Kong,  where  many  are 
hired  as  security  guards,  ac¬ 
cuses  Britain  of  reneging  on 
an  agreement  struck  in  1947 
between  Britain,  India,  and 
Nepal  guaranteeing  Gurkhas 
equal  pension  rights  with 
British  soldiers. 

.  Their  lawyer,  Eric  Uibam, 
says  “The  Gurkhas  get  £15  a 
month.  British  soldiers  get 
£475.  We  want  Britain  to  give 
that  same  money  to  the  Gur¬ 
khas.  Ifthey  won't  then  they 
can  give  British  soldiers  £15, 


and  that  will  be  equal."  Mr 
Urbani  says  that  the  1947 
agreement  contained  an  an¬ 
nex  stating  that  Gurkhas 
should  receive  far  less  pay 
and  smaller  pensions,  but  that 
the  Nepal  Government  never 
signed  this  deal  A  British 
garrison  spokesman  in  Hong 
Kong  insisted  that  the  agree¬ 
ment  was  still  binding. 

Padam  Bahadur  Goring,  a 
retired  lance  corporal  and 
president  of  the  Gurkha  asso¬ 
ciation,  said:  "We  want  once 
and  for  all  to  be  told  whether 
we  are  mercenaries  or  not" 

Mr  Urbani  also  raised  the 
quiestion  of  an  £80  million 
trust  fund,  lodged  in  Britain, 
“which  has  mysteriously  dis¬ 
appeared".  No  British  Army 
official  in  Hong  Kong  had 
heard  of  this  fund. 


AFTER  a  series  of  last-minute 
derisions  taken  late  at  night. 
President  Clinton  yesterday 
filled  his  new  Cabinet's  final 
four  vacancies. 

One  went  to  Andrew 
Cuomo,  son  of  Mario  Cuomo, 
the  former  Governor  of  New 
York,  with  whom  Mr  Clinton 
had  an  edgy  relationship  dur¬ 
ing  the  1992  Democratic  pri¬ 
maries.  Mr  Cuomo,  39.  was 
nominated  as  Secretary  at  the 
Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  where, 
as  Assistant  Secretary,  he 
developed  a  reputation  for 
spirited  enthusiasm  that  some 
thought  bordered  on  brash. 

Mr  Clinton,  made  the  sur¬ 
prise  choice  of  Federico  Pena, 
his  Secretary  of  Transporta¬ 
tion.  as  Energy  Secretary  hav¬ 
ing  realised  he  was  about  to 


appoint  a  14-member  Cabinet 
with  no  Hispanics  —  a  move 
that  would  have  upset  a  large 
bloc  of  Democratic  voters. 

In  keeping  with  his  prom¬ 
ises  to  pick  a  Cabinet  that 
“looks  like  America",  the  Pres¬ 
ident’s  other  choices  are  black. 
Alexis  Herman,  a  White 
House  aide,  was  nominated  as 
Labour  Secretary,  and  Rodney 
Slater,  the  federal  highway 
administrator  and  a  political 
ally  from  Mr  Clinton's  home 
state  of  Arkansas,  will  replace 
Mr  Pena  as  Transportation 
Secretary. 

The  second-term  Cabinet 
will  have  three  blacks,  one 
Hispanic,  four  women  and  a 
Republican.  The  first-term  one 
had  four  blades,  two  Hispan¬ 
ics,  three  women  and  no 
Republicans. 


Clinton  to 
improve 
screening 
of  visitors 

From  Him  Rhodes 

IN  WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT  CLINTON  last 
night  promised  to  establish  a 
better  screening  process  at  the 
White  House  after  it  emerged 
that  he  had  met  a  Chinese 
arms  dealer  whose  firm,  only 
months  later,  was  implicated 
in  smuggling  weapons  to 
America. 

Mr  Clinton  said  he  was 
disappointed  by  the  encoun¬ 
ter,  during  a  coffee  morning, 
since  it  was  "dearly  inappro¬ 
priate".  At  the  same  time, 
presidential  aides  struggled  to 
explain  the  visit  in  February 
by  Wang  Jun,  head  of  a  large 
investment  conglomerate  that 
is  owned  by  the  Asking 
regime. 

Mr  Clinton  said  there  were 
many  thousands  of  visitors  to 
the  White  House,  but  a  better 
way  of  screening  them  had  to 
be  developed.  He  added  that 
he  remembered  nothing  about 
the  visit,  but  “nothing  inap¬ 
propriate  came  from  it  on  the 
pan  of  government  action" 

The  encounter  was  revealed 
as  the  Justice  Department 
launched  a  far-reaching  inves¬ 
tigation  into  the  growing  con¬ 
troversy  surrounding  ques¬ 
tionable  Asian  contributions 
to  the  President  and  Hillary 
Clinton  and  the  Democratic 
Party. 

A  task  force  appointed  by 
Janet  Reno,  the  Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral,  issued  a  series  of  subpoe¬ 
nas  to  the  White  House  and 
the  Democratic  National 
Committee,  seeking  ail  re¬ 
cords  relating  to  many  party 
fundraisers  and  donors  cen¬ 
tral  to  the  deepening  scandal 
that  appears  to  be  rapidly 
clouding  Mr  Clinton's  second 
term.  The  Clintons'  legal  de¬ 
fence  fund,  set  up  two  years 
ago  to  defray  the  costs  of 
contesting  myriad  allegations, 
said  it  had  also  issued 
subpoenas. 

More  than  $2  million  (£1-2 
million)  in  debt  over 
Whitewater,  the  Paula  Jones 
sexual  harassment  case  and 
other  inquiries  into  the  Clin¬ 
tons,  the  fond  this  week  re¬ 
vealed  for  the  first  time  that  it 
had  returned  $640,000  in  du¬ 
bious  donations  solicited  be¬ 
fore  the  election  by  Charles 
Yah  Lin  Trie.- a  long-standing 
friend  of  foe  Clintons.  It  was 
Mr  Trie,  a  regular  visitor  to 
the  White  House,  who  secured 
the  invitation  for  Mr  Wang. 


Riflrind:  angry  about 
parallel  legislature 

Chinese 
accused  of 
cheating 
on  colony 

By  Michael  Binyon 
DIPLOMATIC  EDITOR 

IN  UNUSUALLY  blunt  criti¬ 
cism  of  Peking.  Malcolm  Rif- 
kind,  the  Foreign  Secretary, 
yesterday  accused  China  of 
cheating  on  its  legal  com¬ 
mitments  to  Hong  Kong,  and 
said  that  plans  to  activate  a 
parallel  legislature  before 
it  gained  sovereignty  were 
unacceptable. 

There  was,  he  said,  no 
justification  for  China  to  re¬ 
place  the  legislature  elected 
“openly  and  fairly’  by  more 
than  a  million  people  in  Hong 
Kong.  That  action  would  be  a 
“serious  setback"  for  represen¬ 
tative  government  in  Hong 
Kong  and  China's  basic  law  in 
the  territory. 

The  message  was  reinforced 
by  the  summoning  of  Jiang 
Erafru,  the  Chinese  Ambassa¬ 
dor,  to  the  Foreign  Office  on 
Thursday  evening. 

In  a  tart  comment,  Mr  Rif- 
kind  said:  “Common  sense 
suggests  that  a  body  chosen  by 
a  handpicked  ‘electorate’  of 
400  is  not.  in  any  reasonable 
sense,  a  ‘legislature  constitut¬ 
ed  by  election*  as  required  by 
paragraph  49  of  the  1964  Joint 
Declaration  tm  the  colony's 
future.” 

He  added  that  China  had 
solemnly  committed  itself  in 
.foe  declaration  to  cooperate 
with  die  British  administra¬ 
tion  until,  die  handover,  and 
then  to  be  bound  by  Its 
promise  that  Hong  Kong's 
legislature  would  be  constitut¬ 
ed  by  elections. 
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Hard  man  of  Lima  rejects  Japanese  calls  for  compromise  with  guerrillas  0gC > 


on 


Fujimori:  has  rejected  any 
dialogue  with  terrorists 


From  GaBrieua  Gamin  i 
IN  LIMA 

PRESIDENT  FUJIMORI  came 
out  of  his  colonial  government 
office  in  the  centre  of  Lima  to  lace 
the  hostage  crisis  in  true  South 
American  style  It  was  dear  that  he 
was  not  in  any  mood  to  adopt  the 
diplomatic  stance  favoured  by  his 
Japanese  cousins. 

“I  am  not  going  to  have  dialogue 
with  terrorists  and  certainly  not 
give  in  their  main  demand  of 
releasing  their  imprisoned  mem¬ 
bers.”  Sehor  Fujimori  said  in  his 
•  first  statement  on  the  incident,  48 


hours  after  the  Tupac  Amaru 
Revolutionary  Movement  stormed 
the  Japanese  Ambassador’s  resi¬ 
dence  in  Lima. 

The  wide  gap  between  die  Presi¬ 
dent’s  approach  and  that  of  the 
Japanese  Government  is  expected 
to  delay  efforts  to  resolve  the  crisis. 
Tokyo  has  urged  a  “peaceful,  calm 
manner”  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the 
460  hostages,  induding  150  Japa¬ 
nese  diplomats  and  businessmen, 
who  are  facing  their  fourth  day  in 
captivity.  Yukmiko  Ikeda,  the  Japa¬ 


nese  Foreign  Minister,  who  arrived 
in  Lima  on  Thursday  night;  looked 
uneasy  during  an  hour-long  meet¬ 
ing  with  Sehor  Fujimori  Mr  Xkeda 
said  file  priority  should  be  the 
survival  of  the  hostages. 

It  may  be  that  Japan  wants  Fern 
to  strike  a  deal  over  the  release  of 
some  of  the  rebels-  But  after  the 
meeting,  the  President  said:  “In 
Peru  we  have  taken  s  tough  stand 
against  insurgents,  and  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  do  so*  Sehor  Fujimori  is 
known  to  favour  the  death  sentence 
and  has  given  a  free  reign  to  his 
security  forces  to  “deanse*  Peruvi¬ 
an  society  of  rebel  sympathy,  often 


at  the  cost  of  ignoring  human 
rights. 

The  President's  authoritarian 
style  first  became  dear  when  he 
staged  a  constitutional  coup  against 
his  own  Government  in  1992,  and 
dosed  down  Congress  and  the 
courts. 

He  then  held  elections  to  give  a 
democratic  face  to  his  second 
mandate,  which  began  in  1994.  but 
has  not  stopped  intervening  in  all 
derision-making  by  issuing  numer- 


GsF.  Sehor  Fujimori’s  parents  left 
Japan  in  the  1940s  and,  like  many 
Japanese  immigrants,  became 
shopkeepers.  Their  son  studied 
hard,  became  an  engineering  lec¬ 
turer  and  married  into  a  well-to-do 
Japanese  family. 

Last  year  Sehor  Fujimori  threw 
his  wife,  Susana  Higudu.  out  of  the 
presidential  residence,  and  she 
went  to  the  press  saying:  “He  has 
forgotten  about  his  family's  tradi¬ 
tions  and  become  a  true  South 


ous  decrees.  In  an  interview  last  '  American  dictator* 


year,  he  said  be  was  no  fen  of 
Western-style  democracy,  and  that 
Peru  had  to  be  ruled  with  an  “iron 


Peruvians  confusedly  call  him  El 
Chino,  and  he  loves  his  nickname. 
“I  speak  Japanese  with  my  three 


Rebels  threaten 
to  start  killing 
hostages  today 


PERUVIAN  terrorists  say 
they  will  begin  killing  the  460 
hostages  they  are  holding  in 
the  Japanese  Ambassador's 
residence  in  Lima  today  un¬ 
less  the  Government  meets 
their  demands. 

They  set  the  deadline 
yesterday  and  reiterated  their 
central  demand.  The  Tupac 
Amaru  Revolutionary  Move¬ 
ment  gunmen  want  458  of 
their  imprisoned  fellow  rebels 
to  be  released,  and  safe  pas¬ 
sage  for  their  leaders  to  jungle 
hideouts. 

The  conditions  for  the  460 
hostages  held  on  two  floors  of 
the  Ambassador's  residence 
continued  to  worsen  yesterday 
as  they  faced  their  fifth  day  in 
captivity.  Signs  put  up  by 
them  at  the  windows  of  the 
building  read:  “We  have  no 
water.  No  light" 

Four  more  hostages  were 
released,  after  five  elderly 
Japanese  were  freed  on  Thurs¬ 
day. 

President  Fujimori’s  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  rejected  the  ter¬ 
rorists' demands.  raising  fears 
that  time  for  negotiations  is 
running  out  Mr  Fujimori's 
stance  has  dashed  with  that  of 
the  Japanese  Government 
which  has  sent  Yukahiko 
Iked a.  the  Foreign  Minister,  to 
Lima  to  mediate.  It  insists  that 
nothing  should  be  done  to  risk 
the  hostages’  lives. 

A  British  Embassy  spokes¬ 
man  said  British  security  spe¬ 
cialists  had  arrived  in  Lima  to 
advise  the  Peruvian  security 


Peru  and  Japan  appear  to  be 
at  odds  over  how  to  deal  with 
the  crisis,  Gabriella  Gamini 
writes  from  Lima 


forces.  American  and  Ger¬ 
man  forces  were  also  reported 
in  lima,  to  give  advice.  All 
Western  representatives  in¬ 
volved  insist  that  the  crisis 
should  be  resolved  with  "cairn 
negotiations". 

“We  strongly  deny  that 
there  are  plans  to  storm  the 
building  with  SAS  shock 
troops.  They  are  here  just  to 
give  advice  to  the  Peruvian 
services,  and  the  security  of 
the  hostages  is  always  a 
priority,"  said  a  British  Em¬ 
bassy  offirial. 

Two  Britons.  David  Grif¬ 
fiths.  a  businessman,  and 
Roger  Church,  the  British 
Embassy's  deputy  chief  of 
mission,  are  among  the  hos¬ 
tages  in  the  mock  colonial 
building  in  the  district  of  San 
Isidro. 

Seventeen  ambassadors, 
eight  charges  d’affaires  and 
diplomats  from  30  countries. 
Peru's  anti-terrorist  police 
chief  Maximo  Rivero,  and  the 
Foreign  Minister.  Francisco 
Tudela,  are  among  the  hos¬ 
tages,  who  also  include  150 
Japanese  diplomats  and  busi¬ 
nessmen  and  at  least  150 
members  of  Peru’s  political 
elite.  The  Red  Cross  has  taken 
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children  but  my  heart  is  with  Pern. 
We  do  things  differently  in  Peru. 
Democracy  is  a  word  for  the  West" 
he  said  during  a  local  election  rally 
Hget  year,  in  which  he  dressed  in  a 
poncho  and  promised  that  he 
would  “wipe  out  all  terrorists  no 
matter  how  much  blood  has  to  be 

shed”.  ...... 

Senor  Fujimori  is  widely  regard¬ 
ed  as  a  populist  who  sees  his  stay  in 
power  as  a  personal  pilgrimage.  In 
the  past  few  months,  file  President 
has  spent  more  time  changing  tbe 
Constitution  to  allow  him  to  ran  for 
re-election  in  1999  than  on  any 
other  issue. 

2  Niceties 
\  that  must 
precede 
!  an  attack 


•  SAN  Yl 

LIMA  ISIDRO  ■: 
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on  a  mediating  role  and  are 
delivering  water,  lavatory 
paper,  towels  and  food  to  the 
door  of  the  building.  They  also 
appear  to  be  taking  in  mes¬ 
sages  from  the  hostages* 
relatives. 

The  rebels,  who  indude  a 
woman,  are  demanding  the 
release  of  their  leader,  Victor 
Pulay,  and  Lori  Berenson,  Z7, 
an  American  woman  sen¬ 
tenced  to  life  imprisonment  for 
taking  pari  in  a  failed  attempt 
to  storm  the  Congress  in  1995. 
The  Tupac  Amaru  have  tar¬ 
geted  the  Japanese  commun¬ 
ity  in  Peru  before,  which 
suggests  they  are  hying  to 
stnke  at  President  Fujimori, 
the  son  of  Japanese  immi¬ 
grants,  for  courting  Japanese 
investment  and  aid. 

Rosa  Elva,  president  of  a 
Peru  vian-J  apanese  Cultural 
Association,  one  of  at  least  100 
women  who  were  released 
from  the  building,  said:  “The 
rebels  seemed  very  calm  and 
collected.  They  were  laden 
with  weapons  and  heavy  ruck¬ 
sacks  and  kept  saying  that 
things  could  go  on  for  a  long 
time.  They  were  not  nervous 
and  seemed  reatfy  to  give  up 
their  lives." 


©Full-scale  attack  by 
special  Iwcck 
a  multi-pronged  attack 
using  CS  gas  and  stun 
grenades. 

Risicsr  The  guofritea  watch 
tha  compound  can 
television  and  tt  would  be 
difficult  to  keep  an  element 
of  surprise 


©MflBzuy  attack:  an  afl-out  assault 
using  tanks,  armoured  personnel 
carriers  and  heKcoptara. 
fl&fcsr  a  notoriously  risky  way  of  dealing 
with  this  type  at  situation,  the  likely  number 
ol  casualties  is  very  high 


Snipers  cover  the 
embassy  from 
adjoining  rooftops 


Foreign  forces  at  the  atoge 
SAS  United  Kingdom 

Delta  Force  USA 

GSG9  Germany 


Anti-terror  teams  weigh  options 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


THE  siege  of  die  Japanese 
Ambassador’S  residence  in 
Lima  is  being  monitored  by 
some  of  the  most  experienced 
counter-terrorist  organ¬ 
isations  in  the  world,  indud¬ 
ing  the  SAS.  die  American 
Delta  Force  and  Germany’s 
GSG9.  None  is  likely  to  rec¬ 
ommend  a  siege-breaking 
assault  because  the  odds  are 
formidable. 

Yet  among  these  experts 
there  must  be  developing  a 
potential  action  plan  that 
could  be  implemented  as  a  last 
resort  in  the  event  of  a  deterio¬ 
ration  in  file  negotiations  with 
the  Tupac  Amaru  guerrillas 
and  the  shooting  of  hostages. 

These  are  the  options; 

□  Assault  by  stealth,  in  which 
a  team  of  counter-terrorist 
special  forces  mounts  an  at¬ 
tack  with  silenced  weapons  in 


Pro-Tibet 
film  stars 
on  Peking 
blacklist 

From  Giles  Wfottell 
IN  LOS  ANGELES 

ANGERED  by  Hollywood’s 
love  affair  with  Tibet,  Chinese 
authorities  have  drawn  up  a 
blacklist  of  stars  who  will  not 
be  allowed  to  go  there. 

Harrison  Ford.  Brad  Pitt, 
Martin  Scorsese  and  Jean- 
Jacques  Annaud.  tbe  French 
director,  have  been  barred 
from  visiting  the  remote  and 
beautiful  mountain  region  in¬ 
vaded  by  China  in  195L  an 
official  said  yesterday. 

News  of  tbe  unusual  black¬ 
list  emerged  barely  a  week 
after  the  Walt  Disney  Com¬ 
pany  jeopardised  its  relations 
with  China  by  refusing  to  hah 
production  of  Kundun.  an 
epic  being  made  by  Scorsese 
on  the  life  of  the  Dalai  Tama, 
the  Tibetan  spiritual  leader. 

In  recent  months  Tibet  has 
become  the  rugged  retreat  of 
choice  for  many  Hollywood 
stars,  and  its  demands  for 
freedom  has  become  their 
cause  edebre.  Peking  had 
informed  Disney  executives 
that  it  wanted  work,  on 
Kundun,  being  shot  in  India, 
to  stop. 

After  many  years  as  a  voice 
in  tbe  wilderness  on  the  Dalai 
Lama's  behalf  Richard  Gere, 
the  actor  and  a  Buddhist,  has 
been  joined  by  other  house¬ 
hold  names  in  calling  for  an 
end  to  religious  repression 
and  direct  Chinese  rule  in 
Lhasa,  tbe  Tibetan  capital 
Ironically.  Gere's  name  is  not 
on  the  list  that  was  compfied 
by  Tibet’s  State  Security  Of¬ 
fice.  an  official  from  the  Tlbef 
Tourism  Bureau  said. 

Ford  is  included  with  his 
wife  Melissa  Mathison  Ford, 
apparently  because  of  her 
work  as  a  scriptwriter  on 
Kundun.  Pitt,  the  heart-throb 
from  A  River  Runs  Through 
ft,  stars  in  a  forthcoming  film 
by  Annaud  about  an  Austrian 
prisoner  of  war  who  fled  to 
Lhasa  from  India  in  the 
Second  World  War. 

The  Chinese  move  is  a  dear 
sign  that  Peking  regards  Hol¬ 
lywood  as  a  powerful  poten¬ 
tial  ally  for  the  underground 
resistance  movement  in  Tibet 
led  by  monks,  and  for  the 
Dalai  Lama. 


an  attempt  to  seek  out  the 
guerrillas. 

□  A  foil  special  forces’ 
assault  storming  the  build¬ 
ing.  using  maximum  diver¬ 
sionary  tactics. 

□  A  massive  attack  with 
troops  and  tanks,  armoured 
personnel  carriers  and  heli¬ 
copters. 

The  third  would  pose  the 
biggest  risk  for  the  hostages 
because  of  the  likelihood  of 
many  dying  In  file  crossfire. 
Key  to  any  military  plan 
would  be  the  element  of  sur¬ 
prise,  but  the  location  is  not 
encouraging.  The  residence  is 
surrounded  by  extensive 
grounds  and  television  cam¬ 
eras  are  relaying  every  move¬ 
ment  in  and  around  the 


building.  The  guerrillas  can 
watch  their  television  screens 
for  any  sign  of  an  assault. 

An  all-out  assault  by  heavily 
armed  troops  has  been  tried 
before,  with  disastrous  conse¬ 
quences.  In  1985.  about  100 
people,  induding  Ii  supreme 
court  judges,  were  killed  in 
neighbouring  Colombia  in  a 
siege  of  Bogot&’S  five-fftorey 
mam  lawcourts. 

By  contrast,  in  early  1980 
members  of  the  same  M19 
group  invaded  a  cocktail  parly 
at  the  Embassy  of  the  Domini¬ 
can  Republic  and  took  50 
hostages,  including  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Ambassador  and  13  other 
envoys.  The  President.  Julio 
Cesar  Turbay  Ayala,  spent  61 
days  negotiating  their  release. 
No  one  was  killed. 

With  .the  third  and  most 
extreme  option  effectively 


ruled  out  the  focus  of  any 
military  option  would  be  on  a 
special  forces  operation.  Pro¬ 
vided  they  have  file  time  to 
plan  an  assault  they  have  the 
weaponry,  expertise  and  spe¬ 
cial  equipment  for  a  raid- 
While  the  negotiations  con¬ 
tinue,  an  assault  team  will 
have  the  time  to  collect  intelli¬ 
gence  (xi  the  whereabouts  of 
toe  guerrillas  and  hostages, 
the  state  of  mind  of  the  rebels 
and  their  weaponry.  Some 
intelligence  will  already  have 
been  gleaned  from  those  who 
have  been  released.  It  was  a 
freed  hostage  in  the  Iranian 
Embassy  siege  in  London  in 
1980  who  provided  a  vital  clue 
for  the  SAS  when  he  described 
how:  file  leader  of  the  Arab 
terrorists  appeared  to  be  los¬ 
ing  his  crEdibQiiy  with’  toe 
otter  members.  ■ 


By  Marc  Welder 

ANY  plans  to  use  force  to  end 
the  siege  have  to  take  into 
account  the  legal  complica¬ 
tions  involving  embassies.  ■ 
The  invaded  compound 
does  not  constitute  an  island  of 
Japanese  territory.  But  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  1961  Vienna 
Convention  on  Diplomatic  Re¬ 
lations,  die  receiving  state  of  a 
diplomatic  mission  suspends 
its  right  to  exercise  public 
powers  over  the  embassy 
premises.  Its  agents,  or  other 
foreign  forces,  may  not  enter 
without  the  consent  of  the 
mission’s  head  or  the  sending 
state’s  Government 
In  principle,  that  inviolabil¬ 
ity  persists  even  in  times  of 
national  emergency  or  up¬ 
heaval  as  the  International 
Court  of  Justice  confirmed  in 


the  1980  Tehran  hostages  case. 
Forces  such  as  the  SAS  would 
require  a  request  from  Peru 
before  launching  a  rescue 
mission-  Peru,  in  turn,  must 
seek  permission  from  Tokyo. 

If  that  cannot  be  obtained,  the 
legal  doctrine  of  distress  might 
be  invoked. 

In  several  instances  of  hos-  xj 
tage-taking  in  embassies,  it 
was  argued  that  the  need  to 
save  the  innocent  must  out¬ 
weigh  even,  the  universally 
held  interest  of  upholding  the 
principle  of  the  inviolabOty  of 
diplomatic  missions. 

The,  author  is  an  Assistant 
Director"  of  Studies  at  the 
Centre  of  international  Stud¬ 
ies  in  the  University-  of 
Cambridge. 
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goes  on  TV  to 
pledge  comeback 


FftOM  Richard  Beestqn  in  Moscow 


PRESIDENT  Boris  Yeltsin 
yesterday  told  Russia  that  he 
would  be  bade  at  his  office  in 
the  Kremlin  bn  Monday 
morning  and  planned  a  busy 
work  schedule  to  make  up  for 
his  six-month  absence  due  to 
illness. 

In  die  first  televised  address 
to  the  country  since  his  heart 
bypass  surgery  six  weeks  ago, 
the  Russian  leader  appeared 
to  be  folly  aware  of  the  most 
pressing  issues  facing  the 
nation,  but  physically  end  not 
look  completely  recovered 
from  his  open  heart  surgery. 

The  country  needs  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  energetic  president, 
especially  now,**  said  Mr 
Yeltsin,  who  wore  a  brown 
cardigan  and  open-neck  shirt 
The  doctors  say,  and  I  myself 
feel,  the  recovery  period  is 
over.  On  Monday  the  23rd  I 
will  return  to  my  office  in  the 
Kremlin.  I’ll  be  there  at  nine  in 
the  morning.” 

In  spite  of  his  positive 
message,  die  Kremlin  leader 
still  looked  weak.  At  times  he 
seemed  short  of  breath  and  his 
right  hand  appeared’ to  shake 
when  it  was  not  resting  on  his 
lap.  His  message  to  the  people 
was  also  clumsily  delivered. 
Instead  of  an  address  to  die 
nation,  his  television  appear¬ 
ance  took  the  form  of  a  well- 
rehearsed  question  and  ans¬ 
wer  session  with  an  unnamed 
interviewer. 

Nevertheless,  President 
Yeltsin  may  have  gone  some 
way  to  easing  concerns  in  die 
country  that  he  is  out  of  touch 

Juppe  finds 
top  job  hard 
to  stomach 

From  Adam  Sage 
.  IN  PARIS 

PRESIDENT  Chirac  has  ad¬ 
vised  France's  unpopular 
Prime  Minister,  Alain  Juppe, 
to  put  on  weight  as  part  or  his 
attempt  to  convince  voters 
that  he  is  a  sensitive  and 
“cuddly"  sort  of  chap.  Widely 
seen  as  cold  and  arrogant.  M 
Juppe’s  attempts  to  improve 
his  image  may  have  been 
undermined  by  his  slender 
and  angular  frame. 

Faced  with  disastrous  opin¬ 
ion  poll  ratings,  the  Prime 
Minister  has  bean  striving  to 
earn  at  least  sympathy,  this 
week  bringing  out  a  bode 
detailing  foe  emotional  tor¬ 
ture  he  has  suffered  during 
his  19  months  in  charge  of  die 
Government  The  work  was 
ridiculed  by  the  press,  which 
said  be  should  offer  new 
policies,  not  intimate  confes¬ 
sions.  But,  according  to  M 


with  the  day-to-day  issues  of 
state.  He  outlined  his  priori¬ 
ties  and  correctly  identified  the 
crisis  over  unpaid  wages  and 
uncollected  taxes  as  the  main 
issue  to  tackle  on  his  return  to 
the  Kremlin. 

The  problem  of  the  debt 
crisis,  caused  by  companies 
not  paying  taxes  and  the  state 
not  paying  pensions  and 
wages,  has  lea  to  a  series  of 
economic  and  social  prob¬ 
lems,  which  he  promised . 
would  no  longer  be  tolerated. 

C  This  country 
needs  an 
active  and 
energetic 
president, 
especially  now  3 

A  connected  issue,  which  he 
said  required  his  urgent  atten¬ 
tion.  was  the  dire  situation  in 
the  militajy,  where  lack  of 
funding  arid  low  morale  has 
led  to  repeated  warnings  from 
generals  of  a  collapse  in. 
national  security.  He  said  he 
would  personally  oversee  the 
drafting  of  a  new  military 
doctrine. 

President  Yeltsin  described 
the  Chechen  conflict  as  a  “knot 
which  is  being  untangled  with 
great  difficulty",  but  promised 
that  Moscow  stood  by  its 


Juppfe:  advised  to  adopt 
a  weightier  image 

Chirac,  what  France  wants 
from  its  Prime  Minister  is 
neither  a  change  of  political 
tack  nor  amore human  face 
but  a  bigger  belly. 

The  Prime  Minister  said: 
The  President  often  tells  me, 
*Yoa  ought  to  put  on  10  kilos, 
people  would  find  you  more 
cuddly*.  He^s  probably  right’ 
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peace  agreement  with  the 
separatists. 

There  has  been  much  specu¬ 
lation  in  Moscow  about  the 
possibility  of  a  reshuffle  of 
senior  figures  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration,  and  President  Yeltsin 
did  nothing  to  dispel  rumours 
of  a  purge.  He  said  that  after 
reviewing  tile  Government's 
work,  including  that  of  Prime 
Minister  Viktor  Chemo- 
myridn  and  Anatoli  Chubais, 
the  head  of  the  Presidential 
administration,  he  had  con¬ 
cluded  that  not  enough  effort 
had  been  made  in  tackling 
Russia's  pressing  problems  in 
his  absence. 

Western  diplomats  said  it 
was  undear  whether  the  Rus¬ 
sian  leader  intended  to  launch 
a  sweeping  reshuffle  of  his 
ministers  and  aides,  although 
that  could  be  the  best  way  to 
reimpose  his  control  over  the 
affairs  of  state: 

Whatever  his  true  state  of 
health,  the  Russian  leader  is 
now  committed  to  re-entering 
the  political  fray  and  his 
opponents  are  already  waiting 
for  him.  General  Aleksandr 
Lebed,  the  former  security 
chief  who  was  sacked  by 
President  Yeltsin  in  October, 
said  yesterday  that  the  Rus¬ 
sian  leader  was  already  drink-' 
mg  again  and  predicted  that 
the  country  would  not  be  any 
moire  stable  with  his  return  to 
the  Kremlin. 

The  President  has  gone 
bade  to  drinking,”  he  said  on 
German  television.  “There  is 
no  hope  in  Russia  any  more.” 


Paris  bans  Swiss 


cattle  after  BSE 
border  blockade 


From  Adam  Sage  in  Paris 
and  Peter  Capella  in  geneva 


Yeltsin  on  television;  he  looked  weak  and  his  message  was  clumsily  delivered 
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Chechen  murder  suspects  held 


From  Richard  Beeston 

IN  MOSCOW 

THE  Chechen  authorities  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  they 
had  arrested  suspects  in  the 
murder  of  six  International 
Red  Cross  workers,  and  hint¬ 
ed  the  crime  may  have  been 
orchestrated  by  Moscow. 

Abo  Movsayev,  the  top 
Chechen  security  official,  said 
several  people  had  been  ap¬ 
prehended  since  Tuesday’s 
killings,  but  refused  to  say 
more.  “Unfortunately  there 
are  many  people  and  power¬ 
ful  organisations  inside 
Chechnya  and  outride  the 


region  who  want  to  make  the 
world  see  our  republic  as  a 
land  of  barbarians  and  ban¬ 
dits,"  he  said,  adding  that  the 
“visible  war  with  Russia  is 
over,  but  die  secret  war  is 
continuing". 

Over  the  past  week  a  series 
of  violent  incidents  has  shak¬ 
en  confidence  in  the 
Chechnya-Russia  peace  deal 
and  the  future  of  the  tiny 
breakaway  republic  due  to 
hold  its  first  parliamentary 
and  presidential  elections  at 
the  end  of  next  month. 

Salman  Raduyev,  a  rene¬ 
gade  Chechen  guerrilla, 
seized  22  Russian  paramili¬ 


tary  troops,  the  Red  Cross 
workers  were  murdered,  six 
Russian  civilians  were  killed 
m  Grozny  and.  lastly,  a  three- 
man  delegation  from  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  republic  was 
reportedly  abducted  by 
gunmen. 

□  Dushanbe:  Guerrillas  in 
Tajikistan  —  racked  by  dvil 
war  for  four  years  —  seized  23 
hostages  yesterday,  including 
seven  foreign  United  Nations 
military  observers. 

The  hostage-lakers  threat¬ 
ened  to  shoot  the  23  unless 
their  leader’s  brother,  held  by 
opposition  fighters,  was 
released.  (Reuter) 


THE  French  Government  yes¬ 
terday  bowed  to  pressure  from 
its  cattle  farmers  and  extended 
its  ban  on  beef  imports  to 
.  Switzerland,  the  country  worst 
affected  by  "mad  cow"  disease 
after  Britain. 

Farmers  in  eastern  France 
have  been  pressing  for  such  a 
bon,  with  same  mounting  a 
blockade  of  the  border,  on  the 
ground  that  Swiss  cattle  could 
infect  their  herds  and  that 
importation  of  beef  from  the 
country  was  undermining 
consumer  confidence.  Austria, 
Germany  and  Italy  have  al¬ 
ready  taken  measures  to  ban 
cattle  from  Switzerland. 

Yesterday,  Philippe 
Vasseur.  the  French  Agricul¬ 
ture  Minister,  said  Paris 
would  ask  the  European 
Union  to  establish  a  common 
policy  on  Swiss  beef,  as  it  has 
with  Britain. 

“This  precautionary  mea¬ 
sure  is  taken  pending  the 
official  position  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union.  It  is  justified  by 
the  absolute  priority  we  place 
on  protecting  consumers."  M 
Vasseur  said. 

Switzerland  has  reported 
230  cases  of  BSE  and  Britain 
160,000.  The  Swiss  authorities 
say  they  will  eradicate  the 
disease  through  a  SFr6 J  mil¬ 
lion  (£2.9  million)  programme 
to  slaughter  at  least  1300 
cows.  But  the  programme  was 
not  enough  to  stem  anger  in 
France,  where  cattle  fanners' 
earnings  have  fallen  sharply 
this  year. 

Paris  at  first  tried  to  resist 
farriers’  pressure,  arguing  that 
a  nationwide  ban  was  unnec¬ 
essary.  However,  local  au¬ 


thorities  near  the  Swiss  border 
paved  the  way  for  a  govern¬ 
ment  climb-down  when  they 
banned  Swiss  beef  from  the 
Doubs  department  in 
October. 

Yesterday  M  Vasseur  said 
some  Swiss  beef  products 
could  enter  France  under  "ex¬ 
ceptional  circumstances"  and 
tighi  sanitary  conditions.  But 
he  said  there  would  be  no 
exceptions  to  the  ban  on  Swiss 
cattle. 

Despite  the  ban,  French 
farmers  at  the  Swiss  border 
said  yesterday  that  they  would 
not  stop  their  blockade  of 
lorries  carrying  cattle.  They 
have  forced  several  such  vehi¬ 
cles  to  rum  back  to  Switzer¬ 
land  since  Wednesday. 

An  official  at  the  Swiss 
veterinary  office  said  the 
French  decision  appeared  to 
be  motivated  more  by  com¬ 
mercial  and  political  criteria 
rhan  by  health  matters.  Last 
month  652  head  of  cattle  were 
exported  to  France,  as  opposed 
to  28  between  January  and 
August. 

The  Swiss  Farm  Producers 
Association  accused  the 
French  of  “verging  on  hypocri¬ 
sy".  It  claimed  that  French 
companies  fraudulently 
relabelled  contaminated  Brit¬ 
ish  cattle  feed  and  re-exported 
it  to  Switzerland  before  1989, 
and  that  Paris  had  not  taken 
action  against  them. 

Austria.  Germany  and  Italy 
banned  Swiss  beef  imports 
several  months  ago.  With  68 
outbreaks  of  BSE  in  1995,  and 
45  so  far  this  year,  the  epidem¬ 
ic  is  regarded  as  declining  in 
Switzerland. 


STOCKING  FILLERS 
FROM  STAPLES 


CHRISTMAS  WEEK  OPENING  HOURS 
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5000  OFFICE  PRODUCTS 
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BELGIAN  royalists  are  mus¬ 
ing  again  on  a  "dream  ticket" 
for  tfie  future  monarchy  of 
their  fractured  country. 

The  excuse  came  when 
Princess  Astrid.  the  daughter 
of  King  Albert  n  and  Queen 
Paoia,  decided  to  exerase  a 
royal  prerogative  and  take  a 
sear  in  die  Senate. 

The  move  late  last  month 
revived  hope  among  many 
loyalists  that  the  popular  and 
serious-minded  Princess,  34, 
who  was  once  high  on  the  list 
of  eligible  partners  for  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  could  eventu¬ 
ally  reign  instead  of  her  older 
brother.  Breaking  with  the 
quaint  decorum  which  the 
Belgian  media  reserve  for 
royalty.  Le  Soir  wondered:  “Is 
Astrid's  decision  ...  the  sign 
of  a  possible  preparation  for 


BRUSSELS  FILE 

by  CHARLES 
BREMNER 
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exercising  the  royal  function 
in  the  event  that  Prince  Phi¬ 
lippe  refuses  the  succession?" 

The  idea  is  not  implausible. 
Uncertainty  has  lately  sur¬ 
rounded  the  succession  of  the 
family  which  has  ruled  since 
Lord  Palmerston  persuaded 
the  reluctant  Leopold  of  Saxe- 
Coburg-Gotha,  unde  of 
Queen  Victoria,  to  reign  over 
the  newly  invented  country  in 
1831.  The  rumours  began  in 
1991  when  the  late  King 


Baudouin  had  the  old  Salk 
law  changed  to  enable  a 
woman  to  succeed  to  the 
throne. 

On  the  sudden  death  of  the 
childless  Baudouin  two  years 
later,  many  Belgians  were 
surprised  when  Albert,  the 
late  King’s  brother,  look  the 
throne  rather  than  passing  it 
directly  to  his  son  Philippe,  as 
expected.  It  was  obvious  to 
many  that  Princess  Astrid. 
who  is  forceful,  publicly  ac- 


Traditionalists  want  Santa  sacked 


St  Nicholas:  challenged  by  fat  interloper 


TO  THE  chagrin  of  traditionalists ,  Bel¬ 
gian  children  are  more  confused  than  ever 
this  Christmas  by  the  problem  of  duelling 
Santas.  Like  their  cousins  in  The 
Netherlands,  little  Walloons  and  Flem¬ 
ings  know  that  St  Nicholas  is  an  austere, 
thin,  white-bearded  old  man  in  a  bishop's 
mitre  who  turns  up  with  presents  on  a  boat 
from  Spain  on  Decembers. 

Sinterklaas.  as  he  is  known  in  Dutch,  is 
celebrated  in  schools  and  by  a  rush  at  the 
toy  shops  in  early  December.  He  is. 
however,  increasingly  rivalled  by  the  jolly, 
fat.  red-clad  man  who  flies  in  three  weeks 
later.  The  American-inspired  Santa  still 
misses  most  Belgian  chimneys,  but  his 
image  is  omnipresent  on  television  and  in 
the  shops.  Unhappy  over  the  confusion, 
church  and  parents’  groups  are  urging 
shops  to  eschew  the  commercial  interloper. 


rive,  a  staunch  Catholk  and 
mother  of  four,  would  make  a 
good  monarch. 

In  contrast,  the  unmarried 
Philippe,  36,  is  often  depicted 
as  a  lightweight  and  ill- 
equipped  for  the  job.  The 
speculation  subsided  Jast 
summer  when  "Le  Petit 
Prince",  as  he  is  known, 
proclaimed  his  intention  of 
ruling,  but  now  he  has  again 
been  upstaged  by  his  sister. 

Their  father,  once  known  as 
a  playboy,  has  emerged  as  a 
force  for  unity  in  the  mael¬ 
strom  driven  by  the  crisis  over 
child  murders,  corruption 
and  the  separatist  pressure 
from  Flanders.  But  the 
Princess's  supporters  say  that 
as  a  modem  woman,  a  Queen 
Astrid  would  be  even  better  at 
holding  Belgium  together. 

“She  has  everything,"  notes 
one  admirer.  “Sne  is  a  sainte- 
ipouse  . . .  she’s  a  leader,  a 
perfect  role  model."  On  top  of 
thaL  traditionalists  love  the 
fact  that  Archduke  Lorenz  of 
Austria,  her  banker  husband, 
is  a  member  of  the  Habsburg 
house,  one  of  Europe's  oldest 
dynasties. 

For  her  maiden  speech  in 
the  senate.  Princess  Astrid 
called  for  a  moral  reawaken¬ 
ing.  a  return  to  family  values 
and  a  rejection  of  the  culture 
of  selfishness  which,  she  im¬ 
plied,  also  afflicted  the  gov¬ 
erning  classes.  Delivered  as 
tradition  dictates,  half  in 
Dutch  and  half  in  French,  her 
speech  was  heavily  applaud¬ 
ed.  Only  the  Vlaams  Bide,  the 
extreme-right  Flemish  party, 
walked  out  in  protest. 


Royalists  hope  Senate  role  is  prelude  to  popular  Astrid  taking  throne  rather  than  ‘lightweight’  brother 

Bleak  fable 
hailed  as  EU 
alarm  call 


Signal  for  a  future  queen 
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Princess  Astrid  of  the  Belgians  is  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  the  Senate 


PRINCE  PHILIPPE  does  not  emerge 
well  from  French-speaking  Belgium  s 
best-seller  of  the  season.  He  is  the  weak 
future  king  in  Le  Siige  de  Bruxelles,  a 
dark  fable  set  in  2007,  which  is  being  both 
hailed  as  a  wake-up  call  for  Belgium  and 
European  federalists  and  vilified  as  an 

anti-Flemish  tract  '  . 

The  plot  is  set  in  a  Brussels  which  has 
collapsed  into  a  version  of  Sarajevo  or  pre¬ 
war  Shanghai,  with  a  rich  European 
Union  quarter  guarded  by  international 
police  while  the  impoverished  locals, 
excluded  from  the  single  currency, 
scrounge  for  survival.  The  tale,  by  Jacques 
Neiiynck,  an  engineering  professor, 
weaves  present  fact  with  fiction  to  recount 
the  takeover  of  Brussels,  now  a  bilingual 
enclave  inside  Flanders,  by  a  fascist 
Flemish  Fuhrer  who  is  half  English.  The 
hero,  his  cousin,  tries  to  save  the  country. 
To  the  cries  of  “All  for  Flanders.  Flanders 
for  Christ".  Flemish  militia  wage  “ethnit 
deansing"  against  Walloons  and  Muslim 
immigrants. 

A  good  read  and  fortuitously  timed 
for  Belgium’s  present  mood  of  siege,  the 
book  has  struck  a  chord  because  its 
premise  is  deemed  to  be  just  plausible. 
Flanders,  prosperous  and  nationalist,  is 
pulling  away  from  the  impoverished  Wal¬ 
loon  half  of  the  country  and  predictions  of 
the  imminent  break-up  of  Belgium 
are  commonplace. 

Mr  Neirynck’s  yam,  now  in  its  fourth 
print  nm  since  September,  is  also  wel¬ 
comed  for  its-insights  into  the  fate  of  the 
EU*s  federal  drive.  In  his  vision,  the  dawn 
of  the  single  currency  in  1999  has 
consolidated  the  carve-up  of  Europe  as  a 
Franco-German  empire.  Britain  has  be¬ 
come  poor  and  impotent  outside  the  EU. 
but  it  re-emerges  with  a  vengeance-in  the 
hookas  dimax. 


Seasonal  subsidy  for  Lapland  cheers  tourist  trade  I  steel  strikers 


From  Charles  Bremner 

IN  BRUSSELS 

SANTA  CLAUS  may  be  deliv¬ 
ering  extra  toys  to  Brussels 
this  year.  The  gesture  is  the 
least  the  Commission  could 
expect  after  it  sent  £102.000  of 
European  Union  funds  to 
renovate  his  Lapland  home 
and  train  his  little  helpers. 

The  subsidy  from  the  EUls 
regional  aid  programme  has 
gone  to  install  more  comfort¬ 
able  surroundings  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  workshop  at  the  Santa 
Claus  Office  and  Village  at 
Rovaniemi,  in  the  Finnish 


Arctic,  which  he  is  said  to 
consider  his  main  dwelling. 

Finland  qualified  for  the 
aid,  which  indudes  E2I.OOO 
for  training  the  elves  to  help 
him  to  reply  to  700.000  letters 
a  year,  because  the  Lapland 
region  is  experiencing  an  eco¬ 
nomic  slump.  "Irs  not  that  we 
believe  in  Santa,  but  that  this 
stimulates  business  and  cre¬ 
ates  employment**  said  the 
spokeswoman  for  Monika 
Wulf-Mathies.  Commissioner 
for  the  Regions. 

The  Rovaniemi  complex, 
which  now  indudes  comput¬ 
ers  and  video-conferaidng  for 


Santa,  draws  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  tourists  to  Finland,  a 
big  proportion  on  charter 
fiights  from  Britain.  Thirteen 
flights  a  day,  and  one  by  Con¬ 
corde.  have  been  bringing 
visitors  to  Rovaniemi. 

The  other  day  the  Spice 
Girls  dropped  in  with  their 
wish  list  for  Joulupukki,  as 
Santa  is  known  in  Finnish. 

“Now  it's  not  so  crowded,  I 
can  have  a  quiet  drat  with  the 
very  young  children,"  a  grate¬ 
ful  Santa  told  visitors  this 
week.  “I’m  able  to  have  some 
of  my  books  with  me  —  like 
my  guide  to  the  world’s  chim¬ 


neys."  However  the  largesse  of 
Brussels  has  upset  the  rein¬ 
deer  at  Santa's  homes  .in 
Sweden  and  Norway,  where 
local  authorities  also  mate 
much  of  the  tourist  potential. 
The  Finnish  authorities  note 
that  most  children  know  San¬ 
ta  fives  in  Lapland;  other 
countries  receive  only  some 
140.000  letters  a  year.  The 
nearest  rival,  Drobak,  near 
Oslo,  gets  half  the  visitors  of 
Rovaniemi,  Santa’s  Finnish 
helpers  say. 

The  Santa  industry  is  seri¬ 
ous  business  for  the  Nordic 
states,  as  well  as  for  Canada. 


which  has  its  own  branch. 
Russia  has  lately  joined  the  act 
with  trips  to  visit  Dyed  Moroz 
(Grandfather  Frost),  a  cousin 
of  Santa,  who  traditionally 
turns  out  accompanied  by  an 
ice-maiden  for  new  year  festiv- 
iries. 

There  was  no  comment  on 
Finland's  jingle  bells  subsidy 
from  Nikolaus  van  der  Fas, 
the  chief  spokesman  for 
Jacques  San  ter,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  President, 

Mr  Van  der  Pas  did.  howev¬ 
er,  sign  his  Christmas  card  to 
journalists  this  year  “Santer’s 
Klaus". 


riot  in  Belgium 

Brussels:  Hundreds  of  strik¬ 
ing  steelworkers  rioted  yes¬ 
terday  in  Tnbize  to  protest 
against  a  European  Union 
decision  to  block  subsidies 
designed  to  rescue  their  ail¬ 
ing  company.  Without  the 
money,  their  steel  null  faces 
bankruptcy  with  the  likdy 
loss  of  I £26  jobs. 

More  than  L000  strikers, 
some  masked  and  armed 
with  batons,  smashed  bank 
windows,  wrecked  telephone 
cabins  and  looted  a  police 
station,  the  Belga  news  agen- 
cy  reported.  (AP) 


Greek  ports  protest 
traps  British  drivers 


From  John  Carr 

IN  ATHENS 

A  FIVE-DAY  strike  by  Greek 
dodeworkers  and  merchant 
seamen  has  dosed  ail  the 
country's  ports,  stranding 
about  30  British. Iony. drivers 
in  Patras,  where  they  were  due 
to  get  ferries  to  Italy. 

The  strike  was  scheduled  to 
end  at  dawn  today,  but 
militant  seamen’s  unions 
were  yesterday  threatening  to 
extend  it.  TTie  British  Ambas¬ 
sador.  Sir  Michael  Llewellyn- 


Sraith.  appealed  to  Stavros 
Soumaltis,  the  Greek  Mer¬ 
chant  Marine  Minister,  to 
help  the  Britons.  “The  Minis¬ 
ter  promised  to  do  what  he 
could,”  Gordon  Bernard,  the 
British  Consul  said. 

The  drivers  were  anxious  to 
catch  last  ferries  from  Calais 
on  Christmas  Eve.  “Any  delay 
from  Patras  beyond  Saturday, 
and  they’ll  be  too  late,"  Mr 
Bernard  said.. 

Yesterday  afternoon  ft  was 
hoped  a  few  foreign-run  fer¬ 
ries  might  leave  Patras. 


!  .fr-O '  ft 


:  / 


IVE 


In  Style  tomorrow:  dress  like  a  fairy  princess, 
exciting  ideas  for  tree  decorations,  plus  how 
your  garden  into  a  winter  wonderland 


CHRISTMAS  TV  SPECIAL 

A  100-page  issue  of  The  Culture  -  your  essentia!  guide  to 
television  and  radio  for  the  next  two  weeks.  Don’t  miss  it 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  R4PERS 


OPERA  &  BALLET  THEATRES 


COLISEUM  0171 632  8300 
UHTL  4  JAN  Mon  to  Sal  230  &  730 
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KIROV  BALLET 
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ROYAL  FESTIVAL  HALL  01 71 980 
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THE  NUTCRACKER 

16  Dec-tlJai  Eves  730pm 
MalsSl  .2321262728.3031  Dac 
123A11  Jan 


APOLLO  484  5O7Q044  4444 

THEY’RE  BACK! 

T>€  OFFICIAL  TRBUTE  TO 

THE  BLOBS  BROTHERS 

TtC  POTECT  CHBSIMAS  PAR1Y 
Ud  season  lor  5  MEEKS  ONLY 
Soma  pots  sold  ad 


BLOOMSBURY  THEATRE  BO.  CCs 
0171 3880822.  UnS  Jan  4 
11.3Qwi43pm. 

(SPECIAL  FAMILY  TICKET  £20) 

SOOTY  AT  CHRISTMAS 


3444444/4200000  (+  tfcgfee) 
Groups 434  5454 


DRURY  LATE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SScc(Bfegfee)24lv7dap0l71494 
5000/344 4444/420 0000 Gips  484 
545W3  331 1/312  8000 

MISS  SAIGON 

THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TIME" 


HER  MAJESTY'S  24br 484 5400 
fekg  fee)  CC  344  4444/420  0000  flae) 
Ops  484  5454/413  331 V43B  5588 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBBVS 


1 1.  .  'v .ff. 


SADISTS  WELLS  at  tte 


DT71 3148800 

16  Dac  -  4th  Jan 

aty  BaMo!  London 

CINDERELLAMorvSet  7  30  Tubs. 

Wed.  53230 

(Nopals  24ai25Bi  Dae  &  Jai  11 


DUCHESS  CC  01 71 484  5070  cc  344 
4444  (no  tkg  feet/420  0000  p*g*») 
0171-4133321  Ews  tan.  Wad  mat 
3pm.Ssi5pn&aao 
“A  SAUCY  COMEDY"  E  Ski 


THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 
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to  Box  Office  dafr  far  reams 
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-A  MAJOR  THEATRICAL  B/BJT  Mad 
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THEATRES 


MASn-RPECE"  Wat  Si  Journal 

SUNSET 


TheDa^Tdegraph 

JOEY  ASM’S  WEDDING 

Book  now  and  be  pai  d  9»  htonous 
eecBagria.  Price  betides  show, 
ha  rouse  and  endess  Brian  UAL 
Special  pany  rates 
Ttaa-Fd  7.45.  Sat  &3Q.  Sub  B.D0 
SO«  SEATS  STILL  AVA&ABLE 


FORTUNE  BOS  CC 0171 836 


team  on: 
0171  6806222 
or  fax 

0171  481  9313 


THEATRES 


Z4HR  CRffllT  OfflD  BOOKINGS 
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Bar  Office  Cates 
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CC  01 71 344  4444 
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in  EDWARD  ALEEES 


COMEDY  THEATRE  0171 368 
1731  CC  344  4444  (Mq  fee)  420  0000 
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MAGGIE  SMHH 

Trial  beyond  betef  tad 

MARGARET  TYZACK 
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TALKING  HEADS 
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ALAN  BENNETT 
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REDUCED  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 


SHAKaPEAffiftfxMgMQ 
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AMEHCA  (abridged} 


APOLLO  WCTORUccOin  418 
60S  cc2ta*  0171 34444440171 
42D  0000  Grpa  416  5075/413  3321 

Andrew  Lloyd  VMbar'a 
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8096/312 19977  0800  614909 
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DQHErs 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST 


GARRICK0171 484  50857312 1990 
Smna  Expariancaa  You  Navar 

WDOBIOF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
PIP  SUZANNE 

DONAGHY  BSmSH 
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AN  HiSPECTOR  CALLS 

"THRIUJNflJIUST  KSEOT 
DMat 

"Ona  of  the  moat  JnsodcaOns, 
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■xparisncaa  ot  the  1980a"  Eva. 
SM 

"TWO  HOURS  OF 
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0U)  WICKED  SONGS 
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Make  a 
song  and 
dance 
with  your 
Christmas 
present 


Give  Theatre  Tokens.  . 
They  can  be  used  at  over 
160  theatres  nationwide, 
including  al  e  ? 
London's  West  End. 

Simply  boy  Theatre  Tokens 
-  from  oust  branches  of 
WH  Smith,  James  Thin 
Booksdlecs^  duough 
Ticketmaster  0171 344  4444,  i 
Tickets  London 0171 4166012 
or 

Call  our24hoarTbkeoIine 

0171 240  8800 
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THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21 1996 


■  OPINION 

As  Miss  Pamela 
Anderson’s  regular 
bulletins  show, 
the  Americans 
have  perfected  the 
art  of  promotion 
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■  THEATRE 

Playing  Falstaff 
as  an  affable 
saloon-bar  johnny, 
Leslie  Phillips 
makes  his.  debut 
at  the  RSC 


ARTS 


POP 


Folk  singer  and 
lesbian  icon 
Ani  DiFranco 
presents  an 
uncompromising 
face  to  London 


■  ON  MONDAY 

Richard  Briers 
in  A  Christmas 
Carol  and 
reviews  of  the 
the  weekend’s 
other  top  shows 


Miss  Pamela  Anderson, 
me  prodigiously  sculp¬ 
tured  young  lady  whose 
adventures  on  the  television  series 
Baywatch  have  so  .  increased 
awareness  of  safety  procedures  at 
sea,  has  announced  that  she  is 
quitting  the  series  to  write  books. 

Thai  was  this  week’s  announce¬ 
ment  Last  week  she  announced 
that  she  was  quitting  her  husband. 
Her  actual  words  after  confirming 
the  split  wens  “He  is  a  wonderful 
man  and  he  is  in  recovery  for 
alcohol  abuse  and  I  am  there  to 
support  him”  —  a  sentence  of  such 
paradoxical  and  inscrutable  logic 
that  I  wonder  whether  Miss 
Anderson,  in  her  new  literary 
career,  could  be  Malibu’s  answer 
to  Samuel  Beckett  We  shall  just 
have  to  wait  for  her  books. 

Meanwhile,  Miss  Anderson’s 
latest  bulletin  (or  perhaps  it  isn’t 
the  latest,  I  may  be  confused) 
touches  on  her  spiritual  health. 
She  is,  she  says,  “bonding  inward¬ 
ly"  an  the  advice  of  a  shrink.  And 
by  the  way,  the  husband  is  back. 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I 


That  damn  British  reserve  has  to  go 


find  this  rivering.  No*  not  the  daily 
updates  on  Miss  'Anderson’s 
wellbeing.  What  I  find  fascinating 
is  the  contrast  between  British  and 
American  styles  in  self-promotion. 
Put  bluntly,  they  do  their  hype 
brilliantly;  we,  on  the  whole,  do  it 
appallingly.  The  reason  they  do  it 
so  well  is  that  American  publicists 
(or,  in  Miss  Anderson's  case,  self- 
publicists)  actually  believe  in  what 
they  are  saying. 

And  as  the  splurge  of  Evitq 
coverage  showed  this  week,  this 
shining-eyed  certainty  rubs  off 
even  on  supposedly  hard-nosed 
journalists.  We,  too,  start  to  believe 
that  we  are  reporting  something 
important,  even  when  the  evidence 
or  our  own  eyes  tells  us  that  die 
product  is  desperately  average. 

In  Britain  our  innate  self-mock¬ 
ery  gets  in  .  the  way  of  out  own 
attempts  at  hype.  This  week,  for 
instance,  the  actor  Jeremy  Irons 


came  up  with  a  very  British  piece 
of  hype.  He  threatened  to  leave  the 
country  if  his  new  film.  Lolita,  is 
censored. 

Oh  dear.  The  words  “squib”  and 
“damp-  have  rarefy  been  more 
aptly  conjugated.  For  a  start, 
nobody  believes  him.  Secondly, 
who  cares  if  he  goes?  Thirdly  — 
and  this  is  the  biggest  crime  when 
it  comes  to  hyping  your  film  —  his 
remarks  were  barely  noticed.  He 
was  speaking  at  the  dismally 
attended  closing  ceremony  of  Cine¬ 
ma  100.  And  since  this  was  itself  a 
very  British  event,  nobody  had 
bothered  to  hype  it  in  advance. 

To  make  matters  worse,  this 
happened  just  as  Madonna  was 
sweeping  across  every  British 
front  page.  The  contrast  between 
blinding  American  self-confidence 
and  stuttering  British  self-depreca¬ 
tion  was  cruelly  displayed; 

These  are  vital  matters.  We  are 


RICHARD  MORRISON 


pouring  millions  of  lottery  pounds 
into  “reviving"  the  British  film 
industry.  But  if  we  don't  grasp  the 
essential  point  —  that  it's  the 
brash,  unselfconsrious  hyping  of 
Hollywood  movies  which  makes 


them  world-beaters  —  then  we 
don’t  have  a  hope  of  producing 
regular  £  150-mil  lion  smash  hits. 

Incidentally,  have  you  noticed 
tire  new,  virulent  strain  of  hype 
rampant  in  America?  1  call  it 
Celebrity  Gush.  It  works  like  this. 
You  invite  very  famous  people  to 
your  premiere.  After  the  show  you 
ask  them  if  they  enjoyed  them¬ 
selves.  "Wow.  terrific,"  they  reply 
politely.  The  next  thing  they  know, 
their  “Wow!  Terrific!"  is  plastered 
in  3ft  letters  an  your  billboard. 

Someone  in  America  worked 
this  stunt  to  fabulous  effect  on 
behalf  of  the  Cirque  du  Soleil,  the 
acrobatic  troupe  at  the  Albert  Hall 
next  month.  Its  publicity  material 
is  a  magnum  opus  of  Celebrity 
Gush.  “This  is  it!  The  pinnacleT 
Robin  Williams  apparently  de¬ 
clared.  “A  wonderful  fantasy.”  Bill 
Clinton  simpered.  Harrison  Ford 
said  that  the  company  "re-invent¬ 


ed  my  imagination".  (As  what?  A 
paper  clip?)  And  Francis  Coppola 
waxed  lyrical  in  two  languages 
C*vive  le  cirque!  wonderful!"). 

At  the  moment,  such  Celebrity 
Gush  can  be  weighed  against 
newspaper  reviews  before  the 
punter  spends  his  dosh.  But  one 
day  promoters  will  abolish  critics’ 
tickets  altogether,  and  just  rely  on 
the  celebs,  the  hype  and  the  gossip 
columns  to  publicise  their  shows. 
That  will  be  sad.  Somewhere  in  the 
process  of  bringing  out  a  block¬ 
buster  movie  or  musical,  some¬ 
body  should  tell  the  public 
honestly  whether  it  is  any  good. 

nd  now,  from  our  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Light  Irony,  comes 
-cheering  news  about  the 
British  Museum,  where  they  pre¬ 
dict  a  £20  million  deficit  by  the 
year 2000.  rejoice  in  employing  not 
a  single  accountant  among  their 


a; 


UG0  staff,  and  have  received  a 
report  that  castigates  their  finan¬ 
cial  controls  as  being  Neolithic,  if 
not  downright  Palaeolithic. 

So  are  they  a  little  touchy  on  the 
question  of  money?  Au  contra  ire! 
Next  month  the  BM  launches  its 
own  Money  Gallery,  tracing  the 
"amazing  variety  and  uses”  of 
filthy  lucre  over  4.000  years. 

Actually,  it  is  not  quite  the  BM's 
own  gallery.  The  new  venture  will 
be  called  the  "HSBC  Money 
Gallery",  in  somewhat  fulsome 
acknowledgement  of  a  donation 
from  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
Banking  Corporation.  Rumours 
that  HSBC  cashpoints  will  be 
inserted  into  the  B\1^  hallowed 
walls  are  of  course  entirely  deli¬ 
cious  . . .  sorry,  malicious. 

What  does  the  BMS  army  of 
unworldly  curators  make  of  ail 
this?  An  unintended  hint  comes, 
perhaps,  in  a  statement  from  the 
BM’s  press  office.  "In  spite  of  its 
importance.”  the  Bloomsbury  in¬ 
nocents  sniff  sadly,  “money  is  not 
easily  understood.”  You  can  say 
that  again,  darlin'. 


There  is  a  case  for 
seeing  the  Virgin 
Queen  as  the  original 
John  Bin  or  Michael 
Grade.  Feeling  that  those  pilot 
programmes  Henry  IV  parts 
one  and  two  had  not  exhaust¬ 
ed  Falstaffs  comic  possibili¬ 
ties,  Elizabeth  I  reputedly 
commissioned  an  episode  in 
which  the  old  buffer  foil  in 
love.  And  Shakespeare,  ever 
the  pro,  came  up  with  a 
marvellous  mix  of  pranks  and 
jokey  revenges  in  which  all 
end  up  punished  for  their 
follies:  not  only  the  lecherous 
Fal staff  but  Master  Ford,  who 
wrongly  dunks  the  knight  is 
having  an  affair  with  his  wife, 
and  Master  Page,  who  plans 
to  many  his  daughter  to  a 
simpering  dimwit, 

The  Merry  Wives  was  al¬ 
ways  good,  harmless  fun,  and 
remains  good,  seasonal  fun. 
But  would  either  Elizabeth  or 
Bill  caramissian  an  entire 
series  from  Tan  Judge  on  the 
basis  of  his  present  cast?  I  fear 
they  would  demand  changes 
-1  and  not  on  the  periphery, 
but  at  the  centre  of  the  sitcom. 

Leslie  Phillips’s  Falstaff  has 
his  jaunfy  moments,  but  al¬ 
ways  seems  less  a  majestic 


gourmand 
than  ah  affa¬ 
ble  saloon-bar 
johnny  whose 
tipple  would 
be  not  sack, 
but  G&T.  As 
be  is  also 
sprightly  and 

only  superficially  fat,  he 
misses  the  comedy  inherent  in 
a  man-mattress  creakfly. 
readying  himself  for  adultery, 
then  escape.  What'S  worse, 
neither  he  nor  Edward  Pfether- 
bridge'S  Ford  seem  to  care 
much  if  he  ends  up  in  bed  with 
Susannah  York's  Mrs  Fbrd. 

Petherbridge  may  swirl  off¬ 
stage  with  a  wafl  of  "I  am 
hortMnad"  at  one  point,  but 
mostly  He  plays  'the  putative 


The  Merry  Wives 
of  Windsor 

RST,  Stratford 


cuckold  as .  a. 
thin,  repressed 
sort,  with  the 
result  that' his 
jealousy  sim¬ 
ply  isn’t  pow¬ 
erful  enough 
to  raise  the 
—  comic  stakes. 

Opportunity  after  opportunity 
goes  begging,  not  least  in  the 
scenes  in  which  the  disguised 
Ford  must  sit  and  squirm 
while  .  Falstaff  describes  ,  his 
erotic  aims.  Hie  moment 
when  Petherbridge  empties 
the  washing-hamper  where  he 
thinks  Phillips  is  hiding  is 
funny,  not  because  of  his 
desperation,  but  because  he 
fills  the  stage  with  half  a 
department  store  of  lingerie: 


Yet  so  much  else  in  Judge’s 
revival  is  fine.  Tim  Goodchdd 
has  designed  a  lovely  set.  with 
a  distant  Windsor  Castle  look¬ 
ing  across  fields  at  leaf-en- 
crusted  timbering  that 
effortlessly  changes  from 
courtyard  to  house  to  pub.  You 
might  expect  the  ruffe  placed 
above  the  suits,  overcoats  and 
baggy  plus-fours  to  look  like 
corrugated  neddbraces,  but 
the  mix  of  the  Elizabethan  and 
the  vaguely  modem,  seems 
agreeably  exotic.  And  there 
are  two  wonderfully  warm 
wives  .in  Joanna  McCallum 
and  (understandably,  given 
her  man)  a  sometimes  melan¬ 
choly  York. 

Moreover,  there  is  a  genu¬ 
ine  standout  among  the  small¬ 
er  parts.  As  die  snooty  French 
doctor,  Caiu£  Guy  Henry’s 
wit  and  poise  stay  intact 
despite  his  having  to  spout 
more  naughty  double-enten¬ 
dres  than  Shakespeare  want¬ 
ed.  Why  doesn't  someone  give 
this  actor  the  bigger  opportu¬ 
nities  his  sharp  performances 
merit?  In  fact,  why  not  give 
him  his  own  sitcom? 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


DONALD  COOPER 


THEATRES 


LYRIC 0171 4045045 
EC  420  0100044  4444  0*gfee) 
“THE  MOST 
UNPRETENTIOUSLY 
ENJOYABLE  SHOWM 
LONDON”  Tm 

BY  JEEVES 

THE  ALAN  AYCKBOURN  4 
AWHEW  LLOYD  WHtBER 
MUSICAL 

"—HAD  TIE  AUDIENCE 
BUCKLING  UP  WITH 
LAUGHTER"  Ind 
Eves  7.^.  Mas  Wedsasa  3pm 
GonsssoniMttfe 
Extra  Mats  Mon  23  Dac,  Tub  24 
Dec  ft  FH  27  Dec _ 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  0171 
32BZ2S2  Qp3  OTTf  6200W;  3ffr 
cc  Wg  lee  0171  420  0000 
OLIVIER  Today  200  &  7.15,  Mon 
7 15  GUYS  AND  DOLLS  Mi* 
end  l)na  by  Frank  looser.  Book  by 
Jo  S*»8n g  &  Abe  Buraia 
LYTTELTON  Today  2.15  ft  7  30 
(FMAL  PHfS)  JOHN  GABREL 
BORKMAN  Hanrih  fasen  In  a  nmr 
version  by  Mfchobs  HtigN. 

Mon  730  DEATH  OF  A 
SALESMAN  Mu  MBer.  - 
COTTESL0E  Today  230  &  730 
FAIR  LADES  AT  A  GAME  OF 
POEM  CARDS  ArwnwsejSay 
by  Peter  Gantt  based  on  a  onpial 
mode  by  CbUsnaEU  Moraaoim 
MU  7  30  BUNDED  BY  THE 
aw  Saoten  ftjatog _ 


NEW  lOMMN  Dnny  Un  WC2  B0 
0171 405 0072 CC 01 714044009  • 
24hr0171  344 444UC0  0000 
&PSD171 413331 UU65588 
WE  ANDREW  LUM3VOBBV 
T&aJOTNTBNAIKm 
AWAHMWNNQMU9CN. 

CATS 

Eves  7,46  Mats  Tub &  3*300 
IATCCOMBS  NOT  ADMITS) 
WHaEAUDlTDRUMSM 
MOTION.  PLEASE  BE  PROMPT. 
Ban  open*  BL45. 
LBMTB)  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DMUT  FROM  BOX  PFRC£ 


-  To  advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Teb  0171  6806222 
or  tax:  0171 4B1  9813 


OLDVTCB2B7&1QG12B034 
THE  PETBI  HALL  COMPANY 
Simon  Wart  Carol  Drinkwatar 
Deborah  Grant  Robert  End 

Barbara  Minay  Richard  Todd 

oscar  wanes  masts«sce 
AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

"GREAT ft  GLORIOUS"  &Tma 
Uon-sa  730  Mats  Wad  &  Sat  aoo~ 
LAST6WEEKS 


OPERA  A  BALLET 
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PALACE  HEATRE  0171 -A340BQS 

aMfe^a^om4i3wnM  ^ 
THE  WORLD'S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

IJ&MSBRAfflJB 
NOWMTTSTtTH 
RECORD-BREAKING  YEAR 
Evo  730  Matt  Du  &  Set  230 
Lttacanarendadiittd 
Trtltherttrai 
LIMITED  NO-  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DAtof  FROM  BOX  OFFICE 


PHO0HXBOCCO171 388 1733 
044  44444200000  (to) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

OfctalCtamaArade 
R^&Ptyrata  NtMtoAwads . 
WILLY  nussars 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

-Brtajp  Itw  Mann  to  to  teat, 
ml  ronton  R»  approver  D  MaB 
1BTH  TIWUPHANT  YEAR 
'Em  7.45  Maa1has3Sat4 


PICCADILLY  01 71 368 1734344 
44440171 4200000 (?4ta) 
"See  K  now  or  regret  It  fnrvnr'’ 

I.  OS 

ADVENTURES  IN  MOTION 
PICTURES  PRESENT'S 

SWAN  LAKE 

The  beat  nigM  out  In  London” 
Standard 

Taglc  at,  ttntwHn,  wnnrt—fuL- 
fte  ataN  ol  dnanaT*  Dl  TeT 

-  Ews  730.  Matt  Wed  &  Sat  230  - 
LBUfTEP  SEASON  UNTO.  01  FEB 


PLAYHOUSE  0171  839  440J  CC 
0171 4200000  0*0  tee}. 

JANET  '  -OWEN 

McTEER  .  -  TEALE 

"AGraatSUnmissabfeEwnrSTmS 

A  DOLL'S  HODS 

by  Henrik  bean 
a  vaidon  Ey  fYank  MeGuinnaee 
dkecied  by  Anthony  Page 
.  Mon-Si  730 Matt  Sd  230 
MUST  CLOSE  11  JAN 


PRMCE  OFWALES  0171 8395087 
Fist  CM  420  0000  CC  344  4444  Ops 
420  0200  teaotamnaoo  BM9CB 
“HOT  FROM  BROADWAY,  AND  I 
MEAN  SHOKWr  ENOUGH 
ENBMSYTOELBCmVFYA 

CITY.-  D  MM 

GRAMMY  AWARD  WHMNG 
MUSICAL 

SM0KEY  JOES  CAFE 

THES0NGS0F  STOUBt 

DkncJfldbyJaTyZflte 

“AMERICAN  GRAFfcm  MEETS 
WEST  SIDE  STORY"  E.  3d. 
"FRESH  ft  SEXY,  TOUCWNG  ft 
TRUE”  0.  Tetearacti 
MflfrSatBpm.  Thj  ft  Sat  Mtts3pn_ 


PRBfCE  EDWARD  0T7T44T5W0 
-  RurtCflJ'ttOOIOOcc 344 4444 

abup6420fl200 

“A  MUSICAL  MASTERPIECE” 

■  WLHer.T* 

>■ "8EML  POWER  ft  PASStOH 
A  BLOCKBUSTER"  DTal 
“ABtGIIAGUHCSITB’K: 
MUSICAL  A  G8EATEVENMG 
OUT’S. Tines  .  . 

MASTINGUERHE 

BOUBUL&SCHONBSMTS 

HE*  MUSICAL  RETURNS  WHH 
AVENGEANCP’Sbf 
7.45  MBttlhur&Sa 200  . 


QU®re(wsfeaj4friaw  - 
.344 4444 Grps 494  5454K38 5506 

GENE  WILDER 

LAUGHTHl 
•ON  TWE  23rt  FLOOR 
-FuriMlwrtMlitewJijn- 
MttsarneWbflJ 


B0YAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

LONDON  (01718388881) 
BARBICAN:  AS  YOU  UKE  IT 
TodM 200 S  7.15 
THE  PIT:  THE  WHITE  DEWB. 

Today 200  5  7.15 
STRATFORD  (01789  295623/ cc 
0171 413 1«2J 
RST:  MUCH  ADO  ABOUT 
NOTHING  Tbd»130&730 
SWAN:  HBB1YVM  Today  130& 
730 

TOP:  CONCERT  TodwSJO 


ROYAL  COURT 0171 5655000 
cc  420 0100  (Mho)  Upsttts 
IMttMtom  HWS0 1 UCKB7  A 
8LAGTS  DEODORANT  by  Jin 

CttMutt.  BndsTodw-  UmSsl 
930.  THE  ONE  YOU  LOVE  by  Tin 
Luecomba.  Ends  Today.  Tt»Sal 
7.15.  Domaata  (Dried  York’s,  a 
f  Math's  lan4  TIE  BEAUTY 
QUSN  OF  LSMNE  by  Marlin 
HcDaeagh.tM  IB  Jan.  Mon-Sol 
7-30.  SaC  3 30. 


SADU31S  WELL'S  ai  #» 
PEACOCK  THEATRE  0171 314 
■  6800  930  Jan 

Sal  Out  EdU»gh  FBaflnl  Mt 

SLAVA 
SNOW  SHOW 

17PWMMH  ' 


SAVOY  THEATRE 01 71 8368888 
CC  420  0000044  4444  fnot*B  taesj 
Grows  0800  6M  803 
GfOFF  RHYS  JONES 
KEVMlfcNALLY 
SARA  CROWE 

PEDNDEB 

Ben  Travm'  riotaua  tacs 
"Ona  at  tf»  grut  Onamas  watt"  - 
EhakfenMcd^-ITV. 

Saifly  Unfed  Season 
Bm730llateTlMS&Sat230 


SHAFTESBURY  01 71 37B  5399 
0171 4133S8B  (2«frobkgleel 
101714133321 
*&Tnea 
-F.T 


TffMMY 

PAUL  KEATING  KM  WILDE 
ae  Tommy  uMraWoker 

Mon-Tbu  8pm,  ftl  53Dpm  Ml  aaett 
&5>) &B30  put  Stt  3pm  « 930pm 
Xmas  Perk  Dac23 5pm &8pn 
Dec  245pm,  Dec 25 8pm 

UMTTH)PAft.YAVABAB«JTY 


ST  MARUNS  017T  830 1448  Ewa 
B,  Tib  2-45,  Si  5  &  8.  No  pads 
2435Dac27Dec5ftB 
AGATHA  CHRSTTS 
THE  MOUSETRAP 

45th  YEAR _ 


STRAND  THEATRE  B«  01  &  CC 
jno  tee)  0171 9308800 
cc  (Ug  01 71 3(4  4444H20  0000 

Groups  01714133321(0171 438  HB8 

*BDDDY* 

Hw  Buddy  Holy  Story 
-BRBUANrSni 

•BUDDY* 

-WONOERHJL  STUFF"  Sui  Tel 

•BUDDY* 

TuB&ThunaO  Fn  530  &  830 
Sals 50088 30  SMBdayAOO 
AU.  SEATS  VZ IWCE  FBI  530  PfflF 

Xmas  parts:  No  parts  Dec  24^ 

ftJttil 

Extra  part  Man  Dec30M£30 
Bdl  ELECTRIFYING  YEAR 


VAUDBMJLEOffl  836 9887  (no 
U^ieo) 

CC  420  0000344  4444  OAdM 
Roald  DahTS 

THE  WITCHES 

-MARVELLOUS”  Eue.  Standad 
Mon  7pm,  Tueftfn  2pm  &  7pm 
Sal  lata  2pm  &  7pm 
5  WEEKS  ONLY _ 


VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  &  cc  (no 
m  0171 B34 1317cc  (bkgta(4  0171 
344  4444/312 18G6K20  0000 
00(4x01713121995 
10171 436 5568  (no  tee) 

WINNER 

1996  OUVTER  AWARDS 

-  BEST  MUSICAL 
■  'J0LS0N* 

ttUHBRWN  CONLEY 

“A  RESOUNDING  HIT 

Sunday  Tdegrapb 
Bga.  Tuesto  Sal  7.30.  Matt  Wed  & 
Sd  300  Eraa  specials  prtoa  mtt 
TTuBa300staniig 
AfenSterral 

Xnes  parte  No  parte  Dee  24, 25, 
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f  «1ie  Phillips —a  Falstaff  more  affable  saloon-bar  johnny  than  majestic  gourmand —and  Cherry  Morris  (Mistress  Quickly) 


Hard  act  to  follow 


SHE  came  up  through  the 
New  York  coffee  house/college 
circuit  that  nurtured  Suzanne 
Vega  and  Michelle  Shocked, 
and  she  still  plays  the  occa¬ 
sional  Woody  Guthrie  song  at 
her  shows.  But,  at  26.  Ani 
DiFranco  is  a  new.  tougher 
breed  of  folk  singer  from  a 
different  generation.  A  lesbian 
role  model  and  tirelessly  inde¬ 
pendent  entrepreneur  (all 
eight  of  her  albums  have  been 
released  on  her  own  Righteous 
Babe  record  label),  she  uses 
her  songs  to  explore  her 
emotions  in  forthright  lan¬ 
guage  and  often  self-lacerat¬ 
ing  detail. 

Onstage,  she  runs  a  tight 
ship.  At  the  LA2  she  was 
accompanied  only  by  drum¬ 
mer  Andy  Stochansky  and 
bass  player  Sara  Lee  (formerly 
of  the  Gang  of  Four).  At  the 
front  DiFranco  cut  a'  strong, 
slightly  severe  figure  in  black 
waistcoat  and  trousers,  a  ring 
through  her  nose,  hair  short 
and  tufty.  Her  banter  between 
songs  was  friendly  but  highly 
strung,  as  she  jokify  com¬ 
plained  about  always  playing 
to  audiences  full  of  expatriate 
Americans,  the  trauma  of 
seeing  her  reflection  in  a 
mirror  and  the  nerve  of  cer¬ 
tain  representatives  from  dis- 
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tribution  companies  in 
Europe  who  seem  to  think 
they  have  something  to  do 
with  her  record  company. 
This  led  neatly  into  Napoleon. 
a  stern  warning  of  the  perils 
musicians  face  when  accept¬ 
ing  the  corporate  shilling. 

She  paused  several  times  to 
wrap  black  tape  around  the 
fingers  of  her  right  hand,  a 
sensible  precaution  given  the 
ferociously  percussive  picking 
style  which  she  used  to  propel 
numbers  such  as  Blameless, 
with  its  clipped,  funky  under¬ 
tow  and  jazz-tike  scat 
interludes. 

While  many  of  her  songs 
were  driven  by  a  quietly 
seething  anger,  there  was 
poetry  in  her  words.  “The 
wind  is  ruthless /The  trees 
shake  angry  fingers  at  the 
sky,”  she  sang  in  Done 
Wrong,  an  unbearably  poi¬ 
gnant  number  in  which  her 
voice  rose  from  the  merest 
whisper  to  a  raging  snarl  and 
back  again. 

It  was  a  mightily  impressive 
display  which  confirmed  that 
DiFranco  has  the  talent  to 
become  a  major  international 
star,  capable  perhaps  of  occu¬ 
pying  a  niche  somewhere  be¬ 
tween  Tori  Amos  and  Alanis 
Moris  sate.  Whether  she  will 
allow  it  to  happen  is  another 
matter. 

David  Sinclair 
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Show 
Pavarotti 
abent 
rusty  nail 
and  he’ll 
sing  like  a 
dream* 

Musicians'  superstitiuns  are  le^ntlary.  Ntjne 
more  so  titan  Pavarotti's,  one  of  which  is  to  find 
a  lx*nt  rusty  nail  before  he'Ii  go  on  stage. 

As  well  us  all  the  usual  features,  articles  and 
exclusive  CD,  BBC  Music  Magazine  has  some 
hilarious  tales,  including  the  one  about  a 
conductor  who'd  only  go  on  stage  with  a 
loaded  gun  in  his  pocket... 

BBS  * 

music 
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Mourning,  the 
consolation  of 
a  philosopher 

Daniel  Johnson  on  the  moral  and 


intellectual  legacy  of  Gillian  Rose 


Getting  over  bereavement  is 
not  only  an  intellectual  but 
also  a  practical  problem:  it 
is  not  easy  to  rum  Lhe  eternal  into 
the  everyday.  Mourning,  which  is 
active  evocation  and  commemora¬ 
tion  rather  than  a  passive  sense  of 
loss,  still  seems  the  best  and  most 
natural  response  to  death.  The 
young  Robert  Bums  wrote  a  dirge 
entitled  Man  was  made  to  Mourn, 
and  anyone  who  has  been  bereaved 
knows  what  solace  the  act  of 
lamentation  may  bring. 

Mourning  is  a  state  of  mind 
unlike  any  other  sadness,  in  that  it 
cannot  be  cancelled  out  by  happi¬ 
ness:  time  may  soothe  the  pain  of 
grief,  but  the  sense  of  absence 
remains  forever.  Bereavement  is 
absolute,  a  loss  without  hope  of 
finding.  Not  even  new  life  —  the 
birth  of  a  child  or  grandchild,  say 
—  can  compensate  for  death.  Hence 
reflections  on  mortality  and  im¬ 
mortality  always  have  a  funereal 
ring,  as  though  we  were  only 
prepared  to  contemplate  our  own 
finiieness  at  another’s  obsequies. 

Although  mourning  is  natural,  it 
must  still  he  leami.  Small  children 
do  not  understand  death  but  they 
have  some  inkling  of  its  horror. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  her  great¬ 
grandmother,  my  three-year-old 
daughter  asked  me  whether  she. 
too,  would  one  day  have  to  die. 
When  1  said  yes,  she  burst  into 
tears,  wailing:  "I  don't  want  to  die!" 
Not  even  the  prospect  of  being 
reunited  with  Great  Granny  in 
Heaven  could  console  her 
“I  may  die  before  my  rime." 
wrote  Gillian  Rose,  the  outstanding 
philosopher  of  her  gener¬ 
ation.  She  did.  exactly  a 
year  ago:  still  in  her 
forties,  with  all  to  live 
for.  She  had  endured 
cancer  for  three  years, 
and  made  the  mostofher 
time  on  death  row  by 
writing  three  books.  The 
only  one  to  appear  while 
she  was  still  alive  was 
Love's  Work,  a 
harrowingly  beautiful 
and  teasingly  indiscreet  autobio¬ 
graphical  meditation,  which  has 
reached  a  wide  readership  here  and 
in  America. 

Love's  Work  revealed  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  Gillian's  thinking  from 
reason  to  revelation,  from  a 
secularised  Jewish  background  via 
utopian  Marxism  to  an  ever-deeper 
immersion  in  Judaeo-Chrisrian 
thought  Her  deathbed  conversion 
to  Anglican  Christianity  scandal¬ 
ised  some,  but  she  saw  her  whole 
life  as  the  preparation  for  (his 
supreme  epiphany.  Her  baptism 
was  the  end  of  her  crucifixion.  She 
believed  in  order  that  she  might 
understand  her  own  disbelief;  her 
philosophy  understood  the  world  in 
order  to  make  belief  possible  again. 

The  first  of  what  will  be  two 
posthumous  books  by  Gillian  Rose 
takes  mourning  as  one  of  its  central 
themes.  Mourning  Becomes  the 
Law:  Philosophy  and  Representa¬ 
tion  (Cambridge  University  Press, 
£9.95  paperback)  brings  together 
her  political  and  religious  ideas,  to 
focus  on  one  great  perennial  ques¬ 
tion:  what  is  the  law,  mundane  or 
transcendent,  and  whence  does  it 
derive  its  legitimacy? 

In  the  first  chapter  of  this 
strenuously  demanding  but  re¬ 
warding  book,  “Athens  and  Jerusa¬ 
lem:  a  tale  of  three  cities".  Gillian 
Rose  surveys  the  wasteland  of  our 
age  from  die  vantage  point  of  an 
intellectual  determined  to  over¬ 
come  her  alienation.  Athens  is  the 
city  of  rational  politics:  Jerusalem  is 
its  opposite,  a  Utopian  community: 
while  the  invisible,  internalised 
third  city  is  that  of  capitalism, 
private  property  and  modern  legal¬ 
ity.  Modernity  has  also  misbegot¬ 
ten  a  fourth  aw.  the  antithesis  of 


Gillian  Rose 


civic  life,  which  is  symbolised  by 
Auschwitz.  Through  her  urban 
metaphysics.  Gillian  sets  herself 
the  task  of  reinvigorating  a  disen¬ 
chanted  humanity  which  squats  in 
the  ruins  of  hallowed  civilisations. 

The  book  has  on  its  dustjacket  a 
painting  which  meant  a  great  deal 
to  hen  Poussin’S  The  ashes  of 
Phocion  collected  by  his  widow. 
The  statesman  Phocion,  40  rimes 
governor  of  Athens,  was  unjustly 
condemned  for  treason  and  forced 
to  poison  himself  with  hemlock. 
His  burial  within  the  dty  walls  was 
forbidden  and  to  complete  his 
disgrace,  his  corpse  was  cremated 
by  a  foreigner  and  was  left 
unconsecrated. 

Poussin’s  canvas  is  dominated  by 
the  Acropolis  and  its  splendid 
buildings,  but  in  the  foreground 
Phodon's  widow  is  gathering  up 
her  husband’s  ashes  while  her 
maid  looks  out  for  danger. 

In  discussing  this  picture.  Gillian 
Rose  recalls  her  correspondence 
with  Sister  Wendy  Beckett,  the 
popular  art  historian,  who  had 
devoted  one  of  her  BBC2  pro¬ 
grammes  to  the  Poussin.  Sister 
Wendy  saw  the  widow's  defiance  of 
the  arbitrary  tyranny  of  Athens, 
symbolised  by  the  gleaming  tem¬ 
ples  in  the  background,  as  an  act  of 
perfect  love  and  self-sacrifice, 
which  she  equated  with  tlie 
idealised  ethics  of  Jerusalem. 
Gillian  Rose,  the  political  philoso¬ 
pher.  gently  rebuked  Sister  Wendy, 
the  anchoress,  for  her  unworldfi- 
ness:  “The  gathering  of  the  ashes  is 
a  protest  against  arbitrary  power  it 
is  not  a  protest  against  power  and 
law  as  such ...  To  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  to  re- 
experience  the  justice 
and  injustice  of  the  part¬ 
ner’s  life  and  death  is  to 
accept  rite  law,  it  is  not  to 
transgress  it  —  mourn¬ 
ing  becomes  the  law.” 

What  did  Gillian  Rose 
mean  by  her  cardinal 
idea,  “mourning  be¬ 
comes  the  law"?  Most 
studious  of  women,  the 
young  Gillian  sympathised  with 
campus  revolutionaries.  Her  first 
book.  The  Melancholy  Science. 
acknowledged  advice  from  Ulrike 
Meinhof,  a  West  German  journal¬ 
ist  who  became  the  co-leader  of  the 
notorious  Baader-Meinhof  terror¬ 
ist  group,  and  killed  herself  in  1976 
while  in  prison.  Meinhofs  tragedy 
epitomised  that  of  many  German 
intellectuals  —  “Hitler’s  children" 
—  but  it  was  also  an  extreme  case  of 
a  more  general  Western  malaise 
that  afflicted  the  I96S  generation: 
the  politics  of  ideological  despair. 
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ut  Gillian's  politics  moved 
on,  and  in  her  later  writings 
she  sought  to  reconcile  the 
alienated  intelligentsia  to  legiti¬ 
mate  political  activity  per  se.  Her 
own  mourning  of  the  lost  Utopia  of 
the  New  Left  had,  especially  since 
1989  and  the  "end  of  history", 
become  a  fascination  with  the  state, 
the  church  and  .their  common 
factor  the  law. 

Gillian  Rose  was  prescient  not 
only  about  her  own  death,  but  also 
her  friends’  sense  of  loss,  a  loss 
which  she  refused  to  countenance. 
“I  ara  living  my  dying."  she  used  to 
tell  us.  She  is  gone  all  the  same. 
There  is  solace  in  company.  Her 
family,  friends  and  students  gath¬ 
ered  recently  in  Bloomsbury  to 
hear  readings,  to  reminisce  and  to 
mourn.  Jesus  said:  “Blessed  are 
they  that  mourn;  for  they  shall  be 
comforted."  We  are  still  waiting  to 
be  comforted.  Yet,  as  Gillian  herself 
wrote,  “The  work  of  mourning  is 
difficult  but  not  interminable.”  If 
her  death  was  the  terminus  a  quo. 
the  starring  point,  of  her  influence, 
her  mourning  is  our  consolation 
and  her  transfiguration. 


The  perils  of  writing  about  the  living  or  the  recently  dead  demand  discretion,  says  Tom  Pocock 


At  first  it  seemed  that  writing 
a  biography  would  crane 
easily  to  a  journalist  After 
all,  ir  is  only  an  extended  interview: 
100,000  words  instead  of  1,000.  But 
then  the  obstacles  began  to  appear 
the  subjects  self-regard,  false  mem¬ 
ories  and.  most  worryingly.  the 
clatter  of  skeletons  tumbling  out  of 
cupboards. 

Also,  whereas  die  journalist 
could  feel  supported  by  the  power 
of  the  press,  this  would  be  an 
encounter  of  individuals,  one  to 
one.  The  biographer  could  become 
aware  that  his.  or  her.  subject  was 
so  much  more  interesting  and 
important  than  himself.  Could  one 
have  half-emulated  the  feats  of  this 
war  hero,  or  written  anything  half 
so  memorable  as  this  literary  lion? 
Of  course  not 

So.  first  of  all.  a  degree  of 
inferiority  must  be  overcome,  but 
not  to  the  extent  that  breeds  a 
chippiness.  The  relationship  be¬ 
tween  biographer  and  his  living 
subject  is  a  delicate  one-  Am  1  a 
magistrate  or  a  counsellor?  Am  I 
asking  what  to  him,  or  her.  and  to 
me.  sounds  an  impertinent  ques¬ 
tion  because  it  is  important  to 
understanding,  or  because  I  want 
to  cut  him  down  to  my  size? 

When  a  biography  is 
“authorised",  and  the  biographer 
depends  upon  his  subject’s  co¬ 
operation.  the  problems  are  obvi¬ 
ous.  Does  he  ask  the  embarrassing 
questions  and.  if  so,  does  he  accept 
an  answer  he  suspects  is.  at  best, 
evasive?  If  the  subject  seems  to  have 


How  a  bi 


survives  a  survivor 


been  as  careless  as  a  trusting 
archbishop,  does  he  publish  and  be 
damned  as  a  betrayer  of  confi¬ 
dences?  If  he  sticks  to  the  agreed 
rules  and  his  subject’s  vein,  does  he 
write  a  second  book  a  couple  of 
years  later  which,  it  might  be 

argued  disingenuously,  is  not  ham¬ 
pered  by  such  constraints?  If  the 
biographer  yields  to  that  tempta¬ 
tion,  he  can  expect  serialisation  in  a 
Sunday  newspaper  and  also,  per¬ 
haps.  blackballing  by  the  literary 
club  he  had  hoped  to  join. 

Haring  attempted  two  books 
about  living  people  and  recognised 
that  because  of  scruples,  the  por¬ 
traits  were  not  as  rounded  as  they 
might  have  been,  l  turned  to 
subjects  who  had  died  within  firing 
memory.  On  these  voyages  of 
discovery,  the  surf  could  also  be 

heard  breaking  on  the  reefs.  Fam¬ 
ilies  and  friends  may  have  cultivat¬ 
ed  fond  legends  and  can  be 
reluctant  to  risk  challenge,  let  alone 
demolition,  even  if  neither  is  the 
biographer's  intention. 

There  was  the  Edwardian  liter¬ 
ary  lion,  whose  grandson  —  a 


formidable  naval  officer,  long  re¬ 
tired  but  with  a  reputation  far 
ferocity  when  roused— was  guard¬ 
ian  of  die  flame.  His  grandfather’s 
imaginative  prose  was  obviously 
vulnerable  to  amateur  Freudian 
analysis,  and  an  overkill  of  psycho¬ 
babble  had  recently  been  applied 
by  another  biographer  who,  the 
guardian  made  it  dear,  would  risk 
grievous  bodily  harm  if  he  again 
sought  access  to  the  archives. 

Another  literary  figure  had, 
his  daughter  confided,  been 
a  philanderer,  and  she  was 
reluctant  to  see  his  achievements 
diminished  by  scandal.  The  agreed 
solution  was  that  she  would  pro¬ 
vide  all  possible  help  —  including 
access  to  unpublished  letters  and 
diaries  —  on  condition  that  she 
could  be  tite  first  to  read  die 
typescript  and,  if  necessary,  censor 
iL  She  agreed  that  the  philandering 
could  not  be  ignored  but  the 
biographer  had  no  wish  .to  make  a 
meal  of  it  and  a  compromise  was 
reached,  the  daughter,  showing 
magnanimity  and  tolerance. 


However,  it  emerged  that  one 
particular  mistress  nad  been  a 
major  influence  on  the  writer's  life 
and  work  —  and  she  was  not  only 
alive  but  still  married  to  a  famous 
husband  who  might,  or  might  not, 
be  aware  of  her  infidelity.  It  was 
unnecessary  to  name  her  in  the. 
book,  only  to  identify  her  by  a  few 
references  to  those  who  already 
knew  tiie  story. 

Having  no  wish  to  embarrass, 
this  biographer  tried  ' to  warn  the 
lady  in  question  that  she  would  not 
be  recognisable  to  readers  of  her 
late  lovers  biography.  This  proved 
impossible,  since  she  lived  abroad 
and  a  mutual  friend,  who  agreed  to 
convey  the  message,  lost  heart  at 
the  thought  of  the  husband  opening 
his  letter  by  mistake,  or  picking  up 
a  telephone  extension. 

So,  without  such  a  warning  to  the 
former  mistress,  the  bode  was 
published.  Then,  without  warning 
to  the  biographer,  the  lady  met  him 
by  chance  at  the  house  of  another 
mutual  friend,  where  the  book  was 
prominently  displayed  on  a  draw- 
-  ing-room  table.  Did  she  realise  who 


he  was  and  that  he  knew  her  seem? 
Was  he  able  to  ask  her  the 
questions  about  his  subjed  that  he 
gad  fonged  to  ask?  I 
know:  talked  only  about  the 

Such  near  misses  have  prompted 
me  to  adopt  the  Hundred  Year 
Rule.  When  the  subject  has  been 
dead  for  a  century  there  wifi  be  no 
snarls  tram  defensive  friends,  and 
even  descendants  will  be  likely  to 
see  failings  as  entertaining,  if  not 

Yet  here.  too.  are  problems.  After 
months  of  reading  letters,  thanes 
and  accounts  by  contemporaries, 
the  biographer  trill  have  got  as 
dose  to  his  subject  as  the  laws  of 
mortality  will  allow. 

One  danger  is  that  without  an 
animate  being  to  concentrate  upon, 
the  vacuum  is  filled  by  the  taogra- 
pher  himself  identifying  with  his 
subject:  “I  can  see  why  you  wrote 
about  him,"  they  will  say.  Or.  as  the 
author  may  know  more  about  his 
character  than  anybody  else,  there 
is  the  risk  of  becoming 
proprietorial.  The  discovery  of  a 
letter  showing  die  subject  acting 
out  of  character  —  or  what  it  was 
assumed  to  be  —  can  prompt  a 
Lady  Bracknelfish  reaction  worthy 
of  an  outraged  friend  or  relation: 
“He  would  never  have  behaved  like 
that t" 

Tom  Pocock’s  most  recent  book  is  A 
Thirst  For  Glory:  The  Life  of 
Admiral  Sir  Sidney  Smith  (Aurum 
Press,  £19.95). 


Desperately  seeking  sainthood 


Evita  Peron  had  everything  it  took 


to  achieve  secular  canonisation 


When  Alfred  The 
Great's  granddaugh¬ 
ter  Princess  Ead- 
burgha  was  a  child, 
her  parents  set  her  a  test.  They 
asked  her  to  choose  between  a  pile 
of  jewellery  and  a  Bible.  The  girl 
was  no  fool.  She  chose  the  Bible. 

She  was  revered,  feted  and 
eventually  canonised  St 
Eadburgha.  These  days  she  would 
be  declared  BBC  Personality  of  the 
Year. 

The  craze  for  secular  saints 
seems  to  know  no  bounds.  Its 
dimax,  or  nadir,  is  the  current 
competition  for  the  nation's  most 
distinctive  personality  run  by  BBC 
Radio's  Today  Show.  The  contest 
testifies  to  the  maxim  that  tabloid 

journalism  is  best  _ 

left  to  tabloids. 

This  yeart  six  fi¬ 
nalists  were  bla¬ 
tantly  nominated 
by  suggestion  on 
the  programme. 

The  Conserva¬ 
tive  Party  tradi¬ 
tionally  organised 

tills  award  for  _ 

Baroness  That¬ 
cher,  who  won  it  seven  times  while 
at  No  10.  She  was  pipped  in  1990 
when  the  supporters  of  one  Lai 
Krishan  Advarti  out-organised  the 
Tories  and  the  contest  was  dedared 
invalid  by  the  ever-Ioyal  BBC.  Ibis 
year  the  party  got  its  act  together 
and  delivered  John  Major  35  the 
only  male  finalist. 

There  are  things  that  the  Conser¬ 
vatives  can  still  do  well.  Labour's 
response  was  too  obvious  and  fell 
into  the  Advani  trap.  Troy  Blair's 
nomination  was  banned. 

Any  contest  that  pits  a  prime 
minister  against  a  Burmese  free¬ 
dom  fighter,  and  the  two  of  them 
against  a  group  of  fame-for-a-day 
heroines,  has  to  be  daft.  An 
outcome  that  is  derided  by  who  can 
organise  the  most  anonymous  tele¬ 
phone  votes  is  a  contest  in  button- 
pushing. 

WEI  the  anti-gun  lobbyists  out¬ 
vote  the  anti-homosexual  lobby¬ 
ists?.  Will  the  wounded  teacher 
outvote  the  brave  widow?  The  BBC 
claims  to  be  combining  the  public’s 
yearning  for  saints  with  its  love  of  a 
horse  race.  Lord  Reith  would  cry 
from  his  spinning  grave,  what  is 
wrong  with  the  saints  (and  horse 
races)  you  have  already?  The 


Simon 

Jenkins 


answer  is  that  they  cannot  be 
granted  a  heckle-free  interview  on 
the  Today  programme,  that  mod¬ 
em  ceremony  of  beatification.  Ei¬ 
ther  way  it  would  surely  make 
more  sense  to  use  MORI  or  Gallup. 

Which  brings  me  to  Evita  Peron. 
Nobody  ever  heckled  her  on  the 
radio.  She  was  the  secular  saint  of 
the  century,  now  reincarnated  by 
the  anti-saint  Madonna.  The  origi¬ 
nal  stage  portrayal  by  Elaine  Paige 
was  cynical,  kitsch  and  great  fun. 
The  film  version  is  reportedly 
brilliant  The  theme  of  both  is  that 
since  all  power  is  corrupt  and 
founded  on  cosmetic  appeal,  why 
not  do  it  in  style?  Make  the 
politician  a  saint  and  have  done 
with  subterfuge. 

Everyone  who  en¬ 
countered  the 
Peronist  phenom¬ 
enon  testified  to 
the  charisma  of 
this  woman.  She 
died  of  vaginal 
cancer  in  1952  at 
the  age  of  33.  or  as 
she  put  it  31.  Her 
life  story  —  poor 
country  girl 
mediocre  actress  turned 
was  banal.  What  no 


turned 
fascist  moll 
dramatisation  can  reproduce  is  her 
manipulation  of  crowds,  and  thus 
her  skill  at  collectivising  human 
responses  to  her  appeal. 

There  have  been  many  explana¬ 
tions  for  the  success  of  Peronism  in 
the  1940s.  It  mobilised  the  new 
industrial  working  class  (Evita *5 
Descam  isados )  against  landed 
wealth.  It  grew  fat  on  the  postwar 
boom  in  commodity  prices.  But 
Evita 's  extortion  from  the  rich  to 
sustain  her  incipient  welfare  state 
was  highly  personalised.  It  bribed 
her  husband's  trade  union  support¬ 
ers.  substituting  veiled  menace  for 
tax  enforcement  She  personally 
handed  out  benefits  to  the  poor 
each  week  in  front  of  the  cameras  — 
an  idea  John  Major  might  consider 
in  his  hour  of  need. 

This  was  politically  unremark¬ 
able.  What  was  astonishing  was 
Evita’s  ability  to  move  a  mob 
beyond  tears  to  a  sort  of  mystical 
adoration.  Her  public  life  seems  to 
have  been  conducted  before  a 
perpetual  mass  congregation.  She 
was  loved  by  the  poor  for  her 
attacks  an  the  rich.  She  finally 
renounced  the  cry  of  the  crowd  for 


Evita  the  adored:  “a  messenger  with  little  byway  of  a  message7’ 


her  to  become  vice-president  in 
1951,  doing  so  on  a  giant  "bridge  of 
love"  next  to  her  husband  while 
aeroplanes  wrote  her  name  in 
vapour  in  the  sky. 

In  her  last  great  speech,  Evita, 
dying  of  cancer,  cried  out  over  a 
throng  estimated  at  a  million  in 
central  Buenos  Aires  that  she 
would  one  day  return  to  them.  She 
beseeched  than  to  love  Peron  as 
she  loved  them.  “La  vida  par 
Peron”  she  cried,  and  collapsed  in 
pain  in  the  arms  of  her  presidential 
lover. 

This  was  political  theatre  of  a 
high  order.  Pandemonium  broke 
out  across  Argentina,  Shrines  fes¬ 
tooned  every  church  rod  Masses 
were  sung.  Miracles  were  duly 
dedared.  And  when  the  dying 
Evita  voted  for  her  husband  from 
her  hospital  bed,  women  knelt  to 
kiss  the  um  carrying  her  ballot 
paper. 

Evita  achieved  the  apotheosis  of 
dying  young  and  thus  living  for 


ever.  Her  body  was  embalmed  and 
carted  around  the  world  (with 
decay  facsimiles  to  defy  thieves),  it 
was  returned  to  Buenos  Aires  after 
Perea's  short-lived  restoration  to 
power  in  1974.  It  now  rests  in  the 
Recoleta  cemetery,  where  the  tomb 
is  said  to  be  proof  not  just  against 
grave  robbers  but  against  a  nuclear 
bomb. 

In  his  biography  of  Evita,  Nicho¬ 
las  Fraser  argued  that  she  was  not 
a  true  cult.  She  was  certainly 
vilified  by  the  anti-Peronists  who 
later  put  her  clothes,  including  her 
underwear,  on  public  display  and 
portrayed  her  as  “a  whore  with  a 
whip”.  It  was  hopeless.  The  clothes 
were  seized  as  instant  relics.  The 
sceptical  writer  V.S.  Naipaul  was 
mesmerised  by  the  respect  for  her 
sanctity.  “She  is  without  dates  or 
politics,"  he  wrote  after  her  death. 
Even  her  successor  in  Peron ’s 
affection.  Isabetita.  venerated  her 
remains  and  brushed  die  hair  on 
her  cadaver. 


Small  wonder  the  film  script  of 
Evita  was  bandied  with  kid  gloves 
as  it  travelled  the  globe.  Watched 
by  a  horrified  Argentine  nation,  it 
made  its  sorry  way  from  Ken 
Russell  to  Zeffirelli  to 
Attenborough  to  Coppola  to  Oliver 
Stone.  Evita’s  bird-like  ghost  took 
on  the  more  substantial  forms  of 
Faye  Dunaway.  Meryl  Streep,  Liza 
Minnelli,  Diane  Keaton,  Michelle 
Pfeiffer  and  finally  Madonna.  The 
last  at  least  had  the  qualification  of 
craving  the  part  as  much  as  had 
Evita  herself. 

As  Fraser  concludes.  Evita  has 
thus  achieved  die  immortality  she 
yearned  for  —  "within  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  late  20th  centu¬ 
ry".  A  standard  jest  among  Wash¬ 
ington  officials  is  that  the  key  to 
your  reputation  in  a  crisis  is  who 
gets  (0  play  you  in  the  movie.  . 

Evita’s  record  was,  to  put  it 
mildly,  dubious.  She  was  a  messen¬ 
ger  with  little  by  way.of  a  message, 
a  voice  with  few  words.  But  she 
touched  a  nerve  deep  in  a  people’s 
subconscious.  ■ 

Naipaul  saw  her  cult  as  rooted  in 
Latin  admiration  for  sexual  allure 
combined  with  female  submission. 
Her  renunciation  of  vice-presiden¬ 
tial  power  was  the  ultimate  act  of 
femmine  piety.  The  Juan  and  Evita 
show  was  “the  passion  play  of 
dictatorship",  arbitrary  power 
atoned  by  love.  Hence  toe  Masses, 
the  shrines  and  toe  miracles  in  her 
name,  all  of  which  continue  to  this 
day. 

An  application  to  canonise 
Evita  was  made  to  The 
Vatican  after  her  death.  It 
was  made  by  the  Argen¬ 
tine  trade  union  movement  and 
was  short-lived.  Evita  would 
appear  to  fail  on  a  number  of 
counts.  But  modem  sainthood,  like 
that  of  the  early  Middle  Ages,  takes 
many  forms.  It  can  also  involve  the  . 
most  improbable  subjects.  Secular 
sanctity  lies  not  with  the  authority 
of  any  church.  It  lies  in  the  minds  of 
readers,  viewers  and  listeners. 

This  sainthood  is  merely  the  cult  ’ 
of  personality.  Its  temple  is  the 
media.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
reincarnated  Evita  would  sweep 
the  Today  programme  shortlist 
Like  Violetta  in  La  Traviata.  she 
would  die  with  a  quiver  of  love  on 
her  tips  and  the  nation  would  go 
berserk. 

As  for  Madonna,  I  have  an 
uncomfortable  feeling  that  her 
team,  with  a  battery  of  telephones, 
could  achieve  victory  far  her  too. 
Perhaps  they  should  have  launched 
toe  film  a  month  ago. 


Cook  and  tell 


STEAMED  puddings  are  toe  fuel 
driving  the  Conservative  campaign 
machine,  according  ro  Chandos 
Elletson.  until  toe  summer  head 
chef  at  Conservative  Central  Office. 
He  is  in  the  middle  of  writing  a 
book  detailing  the  eating  habits  of 
his  Tory  former  paymasters. 
Elletson.  34.  is  lhe  brother  of 
Harold  Elletson,  Conservative  MP 
for  Blackpool  North,  and  ran  toe 
CCO  kitchens  for  a  year. 

"I  call  my  book  a  cook  and  tell," 


Pickles:  more  pudding 


says  Elletson.  He  reveals  that  when 
he  was  cooking  there.  Brian 
Mawhinney.  the  Tory  party-  chair¬ 
man.  loved  egg  and  chips,  much 
against  toe  wishes  of  his  staff  who 
wanted  to  keep  him  on  healthy 
salads.  When  he  felt  like  a  proper 
plateful,  Mawhinney  would  hare 
to  call  down  to  the  kitchens  on  his 
private  line  and  whisper  for  "toe 
usual”.  Ir  would  then  be  brought 
up  to  him  to  disappointed  snorts 
from  his  secretaries. 

Eric  Pickles.  MP  for  Brentwood 
and  Ongar.  according  to  Elletson  is 
“a  man  who  likes  his  food",  a  fact 
obvious  from  even  the  most  per¬ 
functory  look  at  his  robust  phy¬ 
sique.  He  and  Sir  Graham  Bright, 
MP  for  Luton  South,  both  impor¬ 
tant  Central  Office  figures,  would 
order  special  helpings  of  Elletson’s 
tremendous  steamed  puddings  at 
peculiar  times  of  day. 

Douglas  Hurd,  says  Elletson, 
was  a  quite  extraordinary  trencher¬ 
man.  He  will  not.  however,  reveal 
any  more.  “Hurd  is  just  too  good,” 
he  leases.  “I  am  saving  it  for  toe 
book." 

•  Any  spare  Christmas  cheer 
should  be  pushed  the  wav  of  Hugh 


Laurie,  comedian.  On  Thursday 
evening,  at  a  party  for  Rowan 
Atkinson's  production  company, 
Laurie  placed  the  keyboards  in  a 
band  led  by  Lenny  Henry.  He 
looked  as  though  he  had  just found 
a  hole  in  his  favourite  trousers. 
“ I've  never  seen  Hugh  looking  so 
down,"said  one  guest.  He  was  just 
completely  Les  Miserable^ "  His 
agent,  dearly  suffering  from  the 
same  ennui,  angrily  declined  tn 
offer  an  explanation. 


Night  moves 

LINCOLN  Cathedral's  loss  is  the 
village  of  Partney’s  gain  this  year 
as  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  tired  of  the 
in-fighting  among  his  deans,  is  de¬ 
camping  there  for  Christmas.  The 
Rl  Rev  Robert  Hardy  will  be  pre¬ 
siding  over  midnight  mass  at  the 


village's  14th  century  church. 

“After  the  Bishop  announced  his 
boycott  of  the  cathedral,"  says 
Canon  Raymond  Rodger,  the  Bish¬ 
op’s  persona]  assistant,  “he  asked 
toe  rural  dean  if  there  was  a  recant 
parish.  Partney  was  suggested  and 
toe  Bishop  accepted." 

The  parishioners,  who  have  not 
had  an  incumbent  vicar  for  over  a 
year  and  were  contemplating  can¬ 
celling  toe  service,  are  now  hard  at 
their  preparations,  led  by  the  un¬ 
flappable  Miss  T.M.  Maddison. 
Currently  bowling  through  her 
eighties  and  a  churchwarden  for  12 


years,  she  cooks  great  vats  of 
pheasant  soup  which  she  dishes 
out  after  the  Mass  every  year.  “It 
was  a  bit  of  a  bombshell  at  first" 
she  says,  "but  it  will  be  quite 
straightforward.  We  shall  have  the 
simple  Series  11  Communion  ser¬ 
vice  followed  by  soup  and  char." 


Lucky  dip 

CHRISTMAS  in  tite  White  House 
is  traditionally  a  Bing  Crosby  sort 
of  affair,  but  the  Clintons  are  doing 
their  best  to  give  it  a  twisL  Guests 
arriving  for  the  round  of  thank- 
you-  for-y  our -support  dinners  this 
week  are  asked  to  reach  into  a  glass 
bowl  from  which  they  pick  out  a 
table  number  and  place  at  random. 
Each  table  is  hosted  by  one  of  the 
Clintons  or  one  of  the  Gores.  The 
Vice-President  and  his  wife  are  re¬ 
portedly  showing  an  excess  of  affec¬ 
tion  on  toe  dance  floor. 

An  explanation  has  at  last  been 
offered  for  the  sinister  container 
truck  parked  by  toe  White  House 
recently.  It  is  the  egg  nog  truck.  For 
two  parties  only,  it  pumped  out  40 
gallons  of  the  stuff. 


“Remember,  who  dares  wins" 


Age  game 

EARLIER  this  week.  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  toe  Queen  Mother  hosted  her 


Monsignor  GObey  and  the  Queen  Mother:  esprit  eTiscalier 


annual  dinner  in  the  library  of  the 
Travellers  Club  in  Fall  Mall,  her 
favourite  room  in  London.  She  was 
wandering  down  the  splendid 
main  staircase  when  she  came 
upon  Monsignor  Gilbey,  toe  for¬ 
mer  Catholic  chaplain  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  University  and  now  a 
permanent  resident  of  the  club,  pot- . 
tering  up  to  bed; 

'Gilbey,  05,  has  always  been  a 
huge  admirer  of  the  Queen  Moth¬ 
er,  but  to  his  great  frustration  had 
never  met  her. 

Recognising  Gilbey.  the  Queen 


Mother  said  “Excuse  me,  I  believe 
I’m  a  year  older  than  you  are." 
"You  cant  be."  said  Gilbey,  his 
quiet  walk  disturbed.  - 

"There  is  only  one  woman  a  year 
older  than  me.  and  that's  the 
Queen  Mother.”  And  on  he  carried 
to  his  room. 

The  Queen  Mother  paused  for  a 
moment,  then  ambled  off  as  well. 
She  has  booked  toe  room  again  for 
next  year. 
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NO  ELGIN,  NO  MARBLES 

A  civilised  case  for  keeping  the  glory  of  the  British  Museum 


A  contrast  must  strike  anyone  who  looks  at 
the  frieze  of  sculptures  from  the  Parthenon 
and  who  contemplates  the  political  battle 
which  has  raged  around  than  in  recent 
years.  Phidias’s  craftsmen  made  marble 
ripple  like  waves:  the  procession  which  they 
depict  is  fluid,  thrilling  and  intriguing.  Hie 
war  of  words  over  the  marbles*  location  is 
precisely  the  opposite  static  and  predictable 
exchanges  take  place  with  fixed  weaponry. 

An  undaunted  Greek  Government  has 
launched  the  latest  of  many  diplomatic  and 
public  relations  campaigns  to  remove  the 
Elgin  Marbles  from  the  British  Museum 
and  restore  them  to  Athens.  To  judge  by  the 
media  headlines,  the  case  for  moving  the 
marbles  is  gaining  ground.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  in  Athens  is  preparing  a  contract  to 
build  a  new  museum  to  house  the  frieze. 
Members  of  the  European  Parliament  have 
signed  a  petition  for  restitution.  A'  fashion 
for  sending  objects  of  importance  “back 
home”  is  taking  hold.  America  has  sent 
Mycenean  gold  bade  to  Greece;  France  is 
considering  giving  the  Hottentot  Venus  bade 
to  South  Africa.  Many  now  see  Lord  Elgin  as 
a  thief,  albeit  of  fine  pedigree,  and  the 
sculptures  as  stolen  goods  that  should  be 
given  bade  to  their  rightful  Greek  owners. 

This  tide  of  opinion  has  not  yet,  however, 
become  a  tide  of  events.  Although  the  Greek  . 
Government  has  hinted  at  legal' action 
before  the  European  courts,  no  move  has 
been  made.  The  European  Union  has  no 
authority  over  the  marbles;  neither  the 
International  Court  of  Justice  nor  .foie 
European  Court  of  Human  Rights  has  any 
better  locus.  Attempts  in  the  1970s  and  1980s 
to  agree  universal  restitution  guidelines 
have  all  foiled.  The  planned  museum 
remains  a  speculative  gamble  and  may 
come  to  be  (Hie  of  the  most  expensive  pieces 
of  architectural  blackmail  ever  constructed. 
Aside  from  the  museum,  the  Greek  case  has 
barely  altered  for  the  past  25  years.  The  late’ 
Melina  Mercouri  wps  an  advocate  with 
flair,  but  with  no  new  themes. 


comer  of  the  Ottoman  empire  in  1751,  their 
sketches  of  Athenian  ruins  and  remains 
began  a  fashion  for  all  things  Greek  which 
flowered  for  more  than  a  century  and 
remains  alive  to  this  day. 

When  they  went  on  show  in  London  in 
1807,  the  Elgin  Marbles  took  firm  root  in 
British  life.  William  HazUtLorie  of  foe.  first 
men  .gripped  by  the  thrill  of  gazing  on 
matchless  carving,  said  that  foe  procession 
of  horses,  chariots,  warriors,  bulls,  priests 
and  children  “do  not  seem  to  be  the  outer 
surface  of  a  hard  fold  immovable  block  of 
marble,  but  to  be  actuated  by  an  internal 
machinery,  and  composed  of  the  same  soft 
and  flexible  materials  as  the  human  body”. 
The  marbles  inspired  Keats,  Hardy, 
Haydon  and  many  others;  the  relationship 
between,  marbles  and  museum  fascinated 
Forster,  Virginia  Woolf  and  Louis  Mac¬ 
Neice..  Politicians  and  philosophers  came 
also  under  the  spell. 

After  support  for  Greek  resistance  to 
Ottoman  rule  came  into  fashion,  -  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  a  long-neglected  culture  passed 
back  to  Greek  nationalists.  But  the  Par¬ 
thenon’s  importance  emerged  from  the 
research  of  British  and7  German  scholars. 
Accusations  of  cultural  imperialism,  some¬ 
time  made  by  Greeks  complaining  of  Elgin's 
removal  -of  the  marbles  to  London,  are  a 
dangerous  weapon  in  a  Europe  where  so 
much  intellectual  traffic  has  travelled  in  so 
many  directions  over  so  many  centuries. 

Englishmen  even  taught  Greeks  to  resent 
Lord  Elgin,  The  most  eloquent  case  for  foe 
marbles’  return  came  from  an  Englishman 
resident  in  America..  Until  foe  rebirth  of 
modem  Greece  after  the  Second  World  War, 
tiie  dispute  over  the  marbles  was  conducted 
entirely  by  Britons.  Postwar  Greek  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  removal  of  artefacts  can  be 
found,  but  they  indude  hardly  a  mentipn  of 
foe  frieze.  •  . 

:  :  Today  roughly  40  per  cent  of  the  marbles 
remmrt  in  Athens,  60  per  cent  in  London; 
other  fragments  reside  in  Palermo,  Rome; 


The  case  for  the,  return  .qf.the  marbfes.  '  Gc^ienhagei^  Paris  and  Heidelberg.-:  A 
remains  essentially  tbfo.titol&rfoenan  is  4i  •*  complete 'plaster  reconstruction  of  the  frieze 
building  of  uinque”  significance  tp  Greek  alr^dy  ^sdjstS  in  Basle,  and  foe  British 
national  culture.  This  argument  deserves  -^Museum Is  negotiating  to  help  the  oonstruc- 
tougher  scrutiny  than  Tt  usually  jrecedves;^  tiorYof  another  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


The  Parthenon  was  the  symbol  of  one 
frequently  very  unpopular  Greek,  dty  whose 
legacy  of  art,  thought  and  democracy  has 
only  recently  been  honoured  dose  to  home. 
The  disputed  works  were  one  small  part  of 
the  Parthenon,  almost  invisible  to  the 
building’s  original  users  and  neglected  by 
their  writers.  “No  Elgin,  No  Marbles"  is  a 
saying  that  does  not  just  apply  to  the  rescue 
of  foe  works  from  decay,  bombing  and 
pollution:  it  is  when  sited  in  London  and 
inspiring  some  of  the  greatest  romantic  and 
classical  artists  in  Europe,  that  the  marbles 
have  become  themselves.  • .  .  ... 

Ideas  and  images  do  .  shape  national 
cultures;  but  they  are  also  exchanged 
between  them  with  extraordinary  ease. -Hie 
work  of  ancient  Greeks  moulded  modem 
Europe’s  ideas  of  itself.  After  James  Stuart 
and  Nicholas  Revett  anchored  in  an  obscure 


Both  places  are  unburdened  by  ownership 
arguments  over  a  treasure  which  belongs  to 
the  world;  but  thdr  desire  to  show  as  much 
of  Phidias’S  work  as  they  can  suggests  a  way 
out  for  eveiyone. 

The  British  Museumhas  accumulated  150 
years  of  experience  in  reproducing  foe  frieze; 
before  the  war,  the  marbles  were  displayed 
alongside  reproductions  of  foe  remaining 
segments.  Gould  Greece  not  be  offered  tbar 
expanse  to  display  the  frieze's  full  sequence, 
using  high-quality  reproductions  of  the 
portions  in  London?  Cultural  nationalists 
would  not  be  satisfied,  but  millions  of 
tourists  would  see  and  learn  much  more 
than  they  can  now.  Moving  the  marbles 
solves  nothing.  Completing  them,  in 
London,  Athens  and  imaginative  places 
elsewhere,  would  be  to  spread  the  message 
of  this  miracle  of  loan’s  art. 


ARCANE,  HE  CALLS  IT 

The  voters  know  a  wriggling  politician  when  they  see  one 


Sometimes  it  is  easy  to  despair  of  this 
Government  True,  it  has  no  majority: 
granted,  it  is  riven  by  arguments  over 
Europe.  There  is  an  unmistakable  smell  of 
defeatism  in  foe  parliamentary  ranks.  But  so 
many  of  foe  Tories’  problems  arise  not  from 
these  circumstances:  they  are  entirely  of  the 
leadership’s  own  making.  The  case  of  the 
cheating  whips  is  a  prime  example  of  self- 
inflicted  damage  made  worse  by  the  Prime 
Minister’s  misjudged  response  yesterday. 

Behind  foe  adversarial  pubhc  face  of 
Parliament  lies  an  intricate  network  of  co¬ 
operation  between  opposing  parties.  “The 
usual  channels"  are  used  to  negotiate 
anything  from  foe  timetabling  of  a  Bill,  the 
membership  of  committees  to  future  busi¬ 
ness  fo  the  House  —  phis,  of  course,  foe 
pairing  of  absent  MPs.  - 

Crucially,  these  back-office  workings  of 
Parliament  depend  upon  trust  That  trust 
was  betrayed  on  Monday,  when  a  Tory 
pairing  whip,  Derek  Conway,  was  caught 
doubledealing  in  an  attempt  to  fix  a  vote.  As 
it  happened,  the  Governmmt  would 1  hjve 
won  the  vote  anyway:  but  the  whip 
know  that  the  Unionists  ™. 

when  he  did  his  nefarious  work.  Had  they 
gone  foe  other  way.  foe  Gavenu^twtid 
have  wot  the  vote  only  thanks  to  deeds. 

Mr  Conway's  action  itself  was  wrong  and 
misconceived.  But  the  reaction  to  it 
ministers  has  made  a  bad  sitaaM  .“much 
worse.  Yesterday  the  Prime  Master,  no 
less,  dismissed  the  crime  as  an  arcane 
dispute" and  added:  “quite whatmsuntta-- 
standings  occurred  here  1  donl  know,  ■  He 
has  had  four  days  to  find  out.  . 

^Hisdeputy,  Michael  Heseltme.  was  just 

a/IrS  and  ^ 
the  affair  was-first  exposed,  ^damedto 
know  nothing  about  what  went  on  m  the 
Whips’  Office  —  which  Is  odd  enough  far  a- 

f^nmSdan  of  30  years' experience,  but 


even  odder  for  the  man  put  up  by  the  party 
expressly  to  field  questions  about  what  went 
on  in  foe  Whips’ Office. 

Norman  Tebbit  never  a  politician  to  hold 
back  when  ruthless  measures  needed  to  be 
taken,  has  also  described  Mr  Conway’S 
action  as  “cheating".  He  claims  to  have 
talked  to  three  former  Conservative  Chief 
Whips,  all  of  whom  agreed  with  him.  “This 
is  no  way,"  he  saidi  “for  the  Tories  to  win  an 
election."  He  is  absolutely  right 

What  Messrs  Major  and  Heseltine  seem 
not  to  realise  is  "that  most  members  of  the 
public  do  not  approve  of  cheating.  When  a 
cheater  is  caught,  they  expect  at  least 
contrition,  if  not  a  straightforward  apology. 
Even  the  most  amoral  of  politicians  could 
surety  see  that  rt  is  in  the  Conservatives' 
interests  not  to  attempt  to  minimise  what 
everybody  else  recognises  as  an  offence. 
They  should  have  come  dean,  expressed 
embarrassment  that  it  had  ever  happened 
and  promised  to  ensure  that  it  would  not 
happen  again. 

Now  that  the  ruse  has  been  exposed,  it 
could  not  be  repeated  anyway.  Why  not 
make  a  virtue  of  having  damped  down  on 
sharp  practices?  Why  not  apologise  for 
overzealotry  and  make  a  token  sacrifice  in 
foe  Whips’  Office?  Instead  the  Prime 
Minister  has  tried  to  pretend  that  nothing 
bad  happened  in  the  first  place,  and  has 
insulted  the  intelligence  of  voters  by  claim¬ 
ing  that  it  was  too  arcane  for  them  to 
understand. 

If  Mr  Major  wonders  why  he  and. his 
party  are  unpopular,  he  should  stop  looking 
at  the  favourable  economic  statistics  and 
begin  to  examine  the  aura  that  surrounds 
jus  administration.  SJea2e  is  followed  by 
dissembling,  made  worse  by  dodgy  dealing’ 
and  compounded  throughout  by  an  inability 
to  apologise.  Could  that  possibty  aqJain  the 
Tories’  lamentable  performance  in  the  polls? 


— .  * 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171.782  5000 


Call  for  clarity  on 
progress  to  EMU 

From  Colonel  W.  A.  Allen, 

Royal  Tank  Regiment  (rerd) 

Sir,  Despite  Mr  Major’s  denials,  there 
is  now  every  indication  that  the  politi¬ 
cal  momentum  behind  EMU  in  the 
rest  of  Europe  is  so  great  that  it  will 
take  place  whether  it  makes  economic 
sense  or  not. 

It  must  now  be  beyond  doubt  that 
the  type  of  Europe  whidi  Mr  Major 
says  he  wants  is  simply  unattainable. 
Every  pronouncement  by  any  other 
European  leader  shows  a  dear  deter¬ 
mination  to  achieve  a  form  of  union 
going  far  beyond  anything  which 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  the  British  people. 

We  have  therefore  only  two  alterna¬ 
tives:  to  accept  the  progressive  loss  of 
political  and  economic  sovereignty 
which  continued  membership  of  the 
EU  on  present  terms  will  bring,  or 
seek  to  renegotiate  a  purely  trading  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  Union,  similar  to 
that  we  thought  we  were  voting  for  in 
1975.  ’ 

The  choice  is  urgent  As  EMU  is  in¬ 
troduced,  as  majority  voting  is  inevi¬ 
tably  extended  and  as  membership  of 
the  Union  widens,  our  negotiating  po¬ 
sition  will  become  progressively 
weaker. 

The  solution  is  in  Mr  Major’s 
hands.  Rather  than  hanging  on  until 
May  in  the  hope  that  something  will 
turn  up,  he  should  call  a  general  elec¬ 
tion  early  in  the  new  year  seeking  a 
mandate  to  renegotiate  our  member¬ 
ship  as  a  purely  trading  partner,  co¬ 
operating  in  other  joint  ventures  if 
and  when  it  is  in  our  mutual  interests. 

This  would  be  in  the  nation's  inter¬ 
est,  in  Europe’s  interest  and  in  his  par¬ 
ty^  interest  It  would  accord  closely 
with  the  wishes  of  a  dear  majority  of 
the  British  electorate,  it  would  avoid 
our  acting  as  a  continuing  obstade  to 
what  the  rest  of  Europe  appears  to 
want  and  it  is  the  only  possible  way  in 
which  his  party  could  win  the  next 
election. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ANTHONY  ALLEN, 

Pool  House.  Long  Street 
Great  Effingham.  Norfolk. 

December  fo. 

From  Mr  John  Redwood,  MP  for 
Wokingham  [Conservative) 

Sir.  The  letter  from  the  Director  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  British.  Bankers’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  others  (December  16)  is  right 
that  it  is  in  Britain’s  interests  that  any 
new  European  currency  should  be  le¬ 
gal  Hie  problem  with  foe  euro  is  that 
it  is  a  different  currency  from  the  ecu 
set  out  in  foe  treaty. 

Britain  should  say  that  it  will  take  a 
treaty  amendment  to  legalise  foe  euro. 
The  letter  you  published  is  quite 
wrong  to  say  the  other  member  states 
can  press  on  with  foe  euro  without  our 
votes  to  try  to  legalise  ft. 

Recital  S  of  the  regulation  helps  un¬ 
dermine  the  legal  status  of  the  euro.  It 
points  out  that  an  EC  regulation  can¬ 
not  guarantee  the  legality  of  foe  euro 
outside  the  15  member  states.  There  is 
already  one  court  case  under  way 
questioning  foe  euro.  There  could  be 
many  more  in  the  financial  markets  of 
New  York  and  Tokyo  if  Britain  does 
not  insist  on  legalising  the  euro  prop¬ 
erly. 

We  have  a  veto.  We  owe  it  to  busi¬ 
ness  to  use  it  to  insist  on  a  legal  single 
currency  and  to  demand  European 
policies  that  work  in  the  interests  of 
British  business.  Britain  at  foe  mo¬ 
ment  has  a  bad  deal  in  Europe.  We 
need  to  negotiate  a  better  one.  When 
you  have  a  veto  there  is  no  need  to 
appease  policies  which  will  not  work. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  REDWOOD. 

House  of  Commons. 

December  20. 


From  Miss  Adrienne  May 


Sir.  Browsing  in  Pears  Cyclopaedia 
1966/67  [  find  the  following  exchange 
rates,  dated  March  12. 1966. 1  also  cite 
the  tourist  rates  (“Bank  sells")  given  in 
The  Times  today: 


Austria  Sch 

Belgium  Fr 
Canada  $ 
France  Fr 
Germany  Dm 
Hong  Kong  $ 
Japan  Yen 
Norway  Kr 
SwedenKr 
Switzerland  Fr 
USA$ 


1966 

1996 

722 

1739 

1392 

51.73 

3.09 

2_20 

13.7 

8.44 

1L2 

252 

16.1 

1246 

10122 

186.80 

20.0  10.50 

14.4  11.14 

121  214 

279  1.62 

In  view  of  this  slide  in  the  value  of 


sterling,  why  should  we  wish  to  retain 
the  pound,  and  why  should  we  entrust 
our  governments  with  control  of  the 
economy? 


Yours  faithfully. 


ADRIENNE  MAY. 

2  Burton  Close, 

North  Walsham.  Norfolk. 
December  17. 


A  soldier’s  identity 

From  Professor!.  D.  Fage 

Sir,  What  is  all  this  nonsense  about 
foe  bodies  of  British,  soldiers  killed  in 
France  in  1917  being  found  wearing 
“dog-tags”  (report,  December  16)? 

As  late  as  our  war  in  1939-45,  we 
wore  "identity  discs” 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  D.  FAGE. 

Hafod  Awel, 

Fennal,  Machynlleth.  Powys. 
December  16. 


Weekend  Money  letters,  page  28 


Critical  look  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  approach  to  Islam 


From  DrAli  Wassil 

Sir.  The  Prince  of  Wales  has  boldly 
tackled  a  battery  of  might)'  topics  (re¬ 
port  and  article,  “Islamic  spirituality 
and  foe  decline  of  foe  West".  Decem¬ 
ber  14):  God,  Islam,  the  Koran,  incar¬ 
nation,  the  cosmos,  scientific  arro¬ 
gance  and  tyranny,  modem  material¬ 
ism,  our  environment,  ethics  and 
morality.  BSE . . . 

A  Muslim  blessed  with  many  years 
of  Christian,  Western  and  scientific 
education,  enjoying  American  and 
British  paradise.  1  know  many  here 
will  "not  buy"  foe  Prince’s  opinions  on 
such  controversial  and  touchy  issues. 
They  will  ask:  If  Islamic  society  is  so 
good  in  confronting  modem  evils, 
why  do  so  many  from  Muslim  nations 
desperately  escape  to  USA  and  Eur¬ 
ope?  Why  so  much  misery,  inequality, 
injustice,  corruption  and  warfare 
among  Muslims? 

Some,  too,  will  question  the  future 
occupant  of  Buckingham  Palace  and 
owner  of  a  vast  material  empire  at¬ 
tacking  "materialism".  Didn’t  Jesus 
tell  foe  rich  man  to  first  give  away  all 
his  money  before  he  can  find  spiritual¬ 
ity? 

But  1  hope  none  of  this  will  detract 
from  the  important  work  of  foe  Prince 
in  promoting  respect  and  understand¬ 
ing  between  the  peoples  of  the  West 
and  Islam.  He  is  doing  in  Britain 
what  foe  Muslim  Emperor  Akbar  and 
foe  Buddhist  Emperor  Asoka  did  in 
India.  I  trust  women  and  men  of  good¬ 
will  in  West  and  East  will  wish  him 
great  success,  insha' Allah1. 

Peace  be  with  you, 

ALT  WASSIL, 

109  Guilford  Street.  WC1. 

December  14. 

From  Dr  Tony  Sargent 

Sir,  During  the  course  of  1994  three 
Iranian  Christians  —  Bishop  Haik 
Hovsepian-Mehr,  Pastor  Mehdi  Di- 
baj  (an  evangelical  scholar  and  theolo¬ 
gian  who  had  been  imprisoned  for 
nine  years)  and  the  Reverend  Tateos 
Michaeiian,  Presbyterian  leader  of 
the  Protestant  Churches  in  Iran  — 
were  all  slain  by  the  Islamic  authori¬ 
ties. 

In  September  this  year  foe  body  of 
Pastor  Mohammed  Yusefi,  a  35-year- 
old  minister,  was  found  hanging  from 
a  tree  in  a  forest  near  his  home  in  Gor- 
ga.  He  was  foe  seventh  Iranian 


Christian  to  gain  a  martyr's  crown 
since  the  revolution  of  1979. 

This  may  explain  why  my  Iranian 
colleagues  tell  me  that  they  were  as¬ 
tonished  to  read  of  Prince  Charles's 
uncritical  comments  about  foe  Islam¬ 
ic  “integrated  spiritual  view  of  the 
world"  And  even  more  by  his  assert¬ 
ion  that  we  should  engage  in  an  "ex¬ 
change  of  teachers"  for  we  "need  to  be 
taught  by  Islamic  Teachers  how  to 
learn  with  our  hearts  as  much  as  with 
our  heads". 

Religious  teaching  other  than  Islam 
is  prohibited  in  many  Muslim  coun¬ 
tries.  The  Christian  Church  in  Saudi 
Arabia  has  been  forced  underground; 
and  the  situation  in  Iran  is  mirrored 
in  Sudan  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  Pak¬ 
istan  and  Kuwait  Yet  foe  liberty  foal 
Muslims  rightfully  have  to  practise 
and  proclaim  their  faith  in  the  West  is 
beyond  dispute. 

The  Prince’s  preferred  title  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  role  is  “Defender  of  Faith".  Many 
Christians  who  respect  aspects  of  Is¬ 
lamic  culture  and  foe  Holy  Koran 
would  welcome  a  royal  voice  to  speak 
out  now  against  persecution,  foe  be¬ 
heading  of  “apostates"  and  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  the  Koran  which  permit  dis¬ 
membering  foe  hands  of  thieves  and 
foe  public  flogging  of  adulterers. 

Sincerely. 

TONY  SARGENT. 

The  Worthing  Tabernacle, 

Chapel  Road. 

Worthing.  West  Sussex 
December  16. 

From  the  Reverend  Don  Brewin 

Sir.  I  am  always  pleased  when  emin¬ 
ent  seekers  after  truth  encourage  us  to 
recognise  it  wherever  it  exists.  As 
Prince  Charles  points  out.  Christian¬ 
ity  and  Islam  agree  in  challenging  foe 
materialistic  spirit  of  our  age. 

But  there  is  another  side  to  the  op¬ 
timistic  picture  that  Prince  Charles 
paints  of  Islam.  Last  week  I  was  with 
a  group  of  Sudanese  Christians  in 
northern  Uganda.  In  one  of  foe  refu¬ 
gee  camps,  about  a  month  previously, 
Muslims  had  forced  them  to  leave 
their  houses  at  gunpoint,  after  which 
foqr  set  fire  to  foe  houses  and  to  foebi- 
ble  school  where  they  were  studying. 

Most  of  them  have  now  found  tem¬ 
porary  sanctuary  in  the  nearest  town, 
but  the  threats  have  followed  them, 
causing  fear  amongst  foe  students 
and  their  families.  In  spite  of  this,  the 


depth  of  the  Christian  faith  of  these 
students  and  their  commitment  to  the 
gospel  uf  peace  remain  undiminished. 

Maybe  those  Muslims  who  take  se¬ 
riously  foe  Koranic  teaching  about 
God  os  foe  "all-merciful  and  compas¬ 
sionate"  would  like  to  join  in  con¬ 
demning  this  avert  act  of  intimi¬ 
dation?  Then  we  might  be  persuaded 
that  foe  call  to  mutual  understanding 
comes  genuinely  from  both  sides. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DON  BREWIN 
{National  Director).  SOMA 
(Sharing  of  Ministries  Abroad). 
Wickham  Cottage. 

Gaddesden  Turn,  Bfiljngton, 

Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedfordshire. 
December  17. 

From  Mr  Ahmad  Bullock 

Sir.  As  a  Muslim  convert  since  1942 
with  considerable  experience  of  foe 
immigrant  community  in  this  country 
and  of  Muslims  overseas.  1  must  take 
issue  with  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  con¬ 
tention  that  Islam  has  any  spiritual 
contribution  whatever  to  make  that 
will  "arrest  foe  decline  of  foe  West".  I 
believe  that  foe  Prince  and  his  ad¬ 
visers  are  entirely  wrong. 

Take  for  example  foe  treatment  of 
Muslim  women  by  Muslim  men  in  a 
matrimonial  context  —  an  area  in 
which  His  Royal  Highness  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  have  an  outstand¬ 
ing  record.  The  revelations  in  your 
Magazine  of  December  7,  “Till  death 
do  us  part",  of  wife  abuse  in  Pakistan 
apply  well  beyond  that  countiy.  They 
are  appalling,  they  are  entirely  true, 
and  such  behaviour  is  distributed 
throughout  the  social  dosses  equally. 

Women  are  'third-class  citizens 
throughout  the  Muslim  world. 

Yours  faithfully, 

AHMAD  BULLOCK. 

62  Kelbume  Road,  Oxford. 

December  15. 

From  Mr  Kenneth  C.  Watson 

Sir.  So  Prince  Charles  urges  us  to 
learn  from  Islam. 

Would  HRH  like  to  tell  us  what  we 
should  learn  from  the  fatwa  against 
Salman  Rushdie? 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.C.  WATSON. 

9  High  StreeLLode,  Cambridge. 
December  16. 


A  rigged  vote 

From  Lord  Bridge  of  Harwich  . 

5ir.  Rigging  foe  vote  (report  and  lead¬ 
ing  article,  December  18)  is  foe  ulti¬ 
mate  negation  of  democratic  values.  It 
is  something  we  expect  to  happen  un¬ 
der  fascist  dictatorships  and  in  bana¬ 
na  republics. 

Hitherto  f  think  most  people  be¬ 
lieved  it  just  could  not  happen  in  our 
mature  democracy  at  Westminster. 
But  what  now?  If  foe  Government 
Whips’  Office  organised  double  pair¬ 
ings  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday,  as  reported,  this  was  fla¬ 
grant  vote-rigging. 

It  was  depressing  to  watch  the  eva¬ 
sions  by  members  of  foe  Government, 
including  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister, 
who  were  questioned  about  foe  matter 
on  television  last  night.  Mr  Heseltine 
seemed  to  imply  that,  if  the  vote  had 


Aids  prevention 

From  the  Chief  Executive  of 
Aids  Care  Education  and  Training 

Sir.  Professor  Michael  Adler  (letter, 
December  11)  rightly  reminds  us  of  foe 
shortsightedness  of  Britain's  limited 
commitment  to  fighting  foe  global 
spread  of  Aids.  It  is  dear  that  90  per 
cent  of  the  Aids  problem  exists  in  de¬ 
veloping  nations  —  those  least  able  to 
help  themselves.  Already  there  is  a 
massive  discrepancy  between  infec¬ 
tion  and  death  in  the  West  (ten  or 
more  years]  and  in  developing  nations 
(about  one  year). 

This  organisation,  with  many  oth¬ 
ers,  has  been  providing  sexual  health 
education  programmes  in  Uganda 
since  1990.  Reports  at  this  year's 
World  Aids  Conference  showed  (hat. 
rates  of  HIV  infection  in  some  urban 
areas  of  thar  country,  for  the  very  first 
time,  were  stabilising  and  even  fail¬ 
ing.  1710  main  reason  given  was  the 
success  of  foe  prevention  campaigns. 
Prevention  is  still  foe  only  real  wea- 


Hong  Kong  treaties 

From  Dr  Alan  Lawrance 

Sir,  Sir  Frederic  Bennett  (letter,  Dec¬ 
ember  17)  has  oversimplified  foe  legal 
position  in  contrasting  Hong  Kong 
with  Gibraltar.  In  1842  by  foe  Treaty 
of  Nanking  China  ceded  foe  island  of 
Hong  Kong  in  perpetuity.  Similarly, 
in  1860  by  the  Convention  of  Peking 
Britain  received  a  piece  of  the  main¬ 
land  just  across  from  Hong  Kong. 
This  is  now  downtown  Kowloon.  It 
was  in  1898  that  foe  New  Territories 
extending  inland  from  Kowloon  were 
added  on  the  basis  of  a  99-year  lease. 

Mrs  Thatcher  did  nor  have  to  give 
up  foe  island  and  south  Kowloon.  She 
did  so  presumably  because  she  recog¬ 
nised  that  foe  treaties  were,  as  the  Chi¬ 
nese  maintained,  “unequal",  ie,  they 
had  been  imposed  by  a  superior  Brit¬ 
ish  force. 

Yours  Faithfully. 

ALAN  LAWRANCE, 

University  of  Hertfordshire, 

Wall  Hall  Campus. 

Aldenham,  Watford,  Herfordshire, 
December  17. 


been  distorted  by  “byzantine"  proce¬ 
dures  in  the  Whips’  Office,  this  was  of 
no  consequence,  since  the  Govern¬ 
ment  would  have  won  even  without 
foe  double  pairings. 

This  strikes  me  as  setting  a  new  low 
standard  in  political  morality. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRIDGE  OF  HARWICH 
(Crossbencher), 

House  of  Lords. 

December  18. 

From  MrS.  Hugh  Mahoney 

Sir.  With  Conservative  votes  now 
counting  double.  Labour’s  lead  in  the 
opinion  polls  does  not  look  so  secure. 

Yours  faithfully. 

S.  HUGH  MAHONEY, 

23  Guilford  Court, 

Lord  Warden  Avenue,  Walmer,  Kent. 
December  18. 


port  we  have  against  Aids. 

Those  who  believe  that  foe  scale  of 
what  is  happening  across  foe  globe 
will  not  have  an  impact  on  our  shores 
and  affect  foe  wealth  of  our  nation 
should  think  again.  Many  British 
businesses  owe  much  of  their  wealth 
to  foe  large-scale  employment  of 
cheap  workers  in  developing  coun¬ 
tries.  Some  Western  companies  have 
already  become  aware  of  the  devasta¬ 
tion  Aids  is  likely  to  wreak  on  their 
foreign  labour  force  —  and  on  future 
profits  —  and  are  already  setting  mon¬ 
ey  aside  for  HIV  prevention. 

It  is  not  only  morally  right  to  consi¬ 
der  extending  our  assistance  to  such 
Aids-affected  nations  but  it  will  be¬ 
come  increasingly  cost-effective  to  do 
so. 

Yours  sincerely. 

PAT  MACAULAY. 

Chief  Executive.  ACET 

(Aids  Care  Education  and  Training). 

PO  Box  3693. 

London  SW]5  2BQ. 

December  II. 


Soap  and  flannel 

From  Mr  Nigel  Nelson 

Sir,  As  an  Archery  fan  1  was  startled 
by  Matthew  Parris’s  assertion  that 
“you’d  have  to  have  a  rather  sad  life  to 
wish  to  employ  your  spare  time  keep¬ 
ing  up  with  Ambridge"  (article,  Dec¬ 
ember  16). 

On  Tuesday  and  Thursday  after¬ 
noons  both  of  us  spend  our  time  in  the 
Commons  sitting  through  live  perfor¬ 
mances  of  that  other,  but  inferior,  nat¬ 
ional  soap  opera.  Prime  Minister's 
Questions.  Is  that  not  even  sadder? 

Yours, 

NIGEL  NELSON 
(Political  Editor), 

The  People, 

One  Canada  Square, 

Canary  Wharf,  El  4. 

December  17. 


With  the  postal  delays  that  often 
occur  at  this  time  of  year,  it  Is  useful, 
where  possible,  for  letters  to  be  faxed 
to  0171-782  5046.  Please  give  contact 
telephone  numbers. 


Wise  after  the  event 

From  the  Reverend  Ivor 
E.  L  Scott-Oldjield 

Sir.  Before  foere-is  a  rush  to  nominate 
any  present-day  "three  wise  men" 
[pace  Alistair  Dickson’S  entertaining 
letter  on  December  17)  it  might  be 
wiser  for  all  concerned  to  reflect  on  foe 
mistakes  of  theif  doubtless  well- 
meaning  predecessors,  and  the  dire 
consequences  of  those  errors. 

They  arrived  approximately  two 
years  too  late,  going  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  to  the  wrong  place — Jerusalem 
—  and  bringing  inappropriate, 
though  mystically  correct,  gifts  to  a 
child.  They  talked  to  quite  the  wrong, 
and  worst  person  possible  —  Herod  — 
and  were  indirectly  responsible  far  a 
savage  bout  of  infanticide. 

Yours  faithfully. 

IVOR  E.  L  SCOTT-OLDFIELD. 
lie  Prior  Bolton  Street. 

Canonbury,  Nl. 

December  17. 

From  Mrs  Rosemary  Callender 

Sir,  I  would  happily  invite  Yehudi 
Menuhin.  Richard  Holloway,  Bishop 
of  Edinburgh,  and  David  Attenbor¬ 
ough  as  proof  that  wisdom,  in  many 
guises,  is  available  and  appreciated 
today. 

Yours  faithfully. 

ROSEMARY  A  CALLENDER, 

Penn  Grove  Lodge. 

98  Penn  Grove  Road,  Hereford. 
December  19. 

From  Mrs  Shirley  Hughes 

Sir,  1  am  not  sure  whether  my  three 
personal  wise  men  —  George  Steiner. 
Saul  Bellow  and  Richard  Dawkins  — 
would  particularly  wish  to  be  present 
at  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SHIRLEY  HUGHES. 

4  Cedars  Road.  SW13. 

December  17. 


Moral  education 

From  Mr  Alan  Millard 

Sir.  In  foe  light  of  the  moral  debate, 
should  day  schools  be  opening  on 
Sundays  (report,  December  16),  or 
should  Sunday  schools  be  opening  on 
weekdays? 

Yours  sincerely. 

ALANMILURD. 

8  Medina  Court, 

Marine  Parade  West, 

Lee-on-th  e-Solent,  Hampshire. 


The  wrong  signals? 

From  Mr  David  Elias 

Sir,  You  report  (December  17)  that  a 
stage  version  of  Wallace  and  Gromit 
is  to  tour  Britain,  “featuring  actors  in 
costumes". 

Are  there  any  plays  that  don’t? 

Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  ELIAS, 

13  Clumber  Crescent  North, 

The  Park,  Nottingham. 

December  17. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  20:  The  Duke  of 

York  this  morning  visited  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Philip* 
pines  Navy,  Manila. 

His  Royal  Highness  later 
visited  the  Headquarters  of 
die  Armed  Forces  of  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  and  was  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  National  De¬ 
fence  (Senor  Renato  De  Villa). 

The  Duke  of  York  this 
evening  departed  the  Philip¬ 
pines  for  London. 

ST  JAMES’S  PALACE 
December  2Ch  The  Prince  of 


Wales,  Patron,  this  afternoon 
visited  the  Sue  Ryder  Home  at 
Leckhampton  Court, 
Cheltenham. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Pa¬ 
tron.  afterwards  visited  Cots- 
wold  Care  Hospice, 
Minchinhampton. 

YORK  HOUSE 
December  20:  The  Duke  of 
Kent,  Chancellor,  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Sumy,  this  afternoon 
presided  at  a  Conferment  of 
Degrees  Ceremony,  at 
Guildford  Cathedral. 
Guildford,  Surrey. 


Weekend  birthdays 


Jane  Fonda,  the  actress,  is  59  today;  Noel  Edmonds, 
the  broadcaster,  will  be  4S  tomorrow 


TODAY:  Mr  F.G.  Berkeley, 
former  Chief  Taxing  Master  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  77:  Air 
Commandant  Dame  Jean 
Bromet,  former  director, 
WRAF.  84:  Mr  B.E.S.  Collins, 
former  chairman.  Nabisco 
Group,  73;  Miss  Chris  Evert, 
tennis  player.  41  Mr 
Bertrand  Gachot  racing  driv¬ 
er.  34:  the  Earl  of  Haddington. 
55:  Sir  James  Hill,  MP,  70:  Mr 
Walter  Hogbin.  former  chair¬ 
man.  Taylor  Woodrow  Inter¬ 
national,  59;  Mr  G.P.  Hughes, 
former  tennis  player,  94c  Mr 
Peter  Johnson,  Headmaster, 
Wrekin  College.  49;  Sir  Fred¬ 
erick  Lawton,  former  Lord 
Justice  of  Appeal,  85;  Mr  Geoff 
Lewis,  racehorse  trainer.  61; 
Mr  W.M.M.  Milligan,  former 
Principal,  Woisey  HalL  Ox¬ 
ford.  89;  Sir  John  Nabarro, 
consultant  physician,  81;  Mr 
Steve  Pbrryman,  farmer  foot' 
bailer,  45;  Mr  Anthony  Pow¬ 
ell,  CH.  author.  91;  Sir  John 
Quinton,  former  non-execu¬ 
tive  chairman,  George 
Wimpey.  67;  Flight  lieutenant 
W.  Reid.  VC,  agricultural  con¬ 
sultant.  75;  Brigadier  V.M. 
Rooke,  former  director.  Army 
Nursing  Sendees,  72;  Mr  Wal¬ 
ter  Spanghero.  former  rugby 
player,  53:  Mr  Greville 
Starkey,  former  jockey,  57;  Mr 


Michael  Tilson  Thomas,  con- 
ductor.  .52;  Mr  Peter 
Tinniswood,  author.  60;  Mr 
Cyril  Townsend.  MP,  59;  Dr 
Kurt  Waldheim,  former  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Austria,  78:  Dr  Alan 
Williams,  MP.  51;  Mr  Carl 
Wilson,  singer.  50;  Professor 
Robert  Worcester,  chairman, 
MORI.  63. 

TOMORROW:  Air  Chief 
Marshal  Sir  John  Aiken,  75; 
Mr  James  Burke,  broadcaster. 
60:  Mr  Robin  Corbett,  MP.  63: 
Viscount  Davidson.  68;  Miss 
E  M  Diggory,  Head  Mistress, 
Manchester  High  School  for 
Girls.  51;  Mr  Geoffrey  Fitch¬ 
ew.  chairman.  Budding  Soci¬ 
eties  Commission.  57;  Mr 
Maurice  Gibb  and  Mr  Robin 
Gibb,  singers,  47;  Miss  Patri¬ 
cia  Hayes,  actress.  87;  Mrs 
Karin  Jonzen,  sculptor.  82:  Dr 
Judith  McClure.  Headmis¬ 
tress.  St  George's  School  for 
Girls.  Edinburgh,  70;  Sir 
Trefor  Morris,  former  HM 
Chief  inspector  of  Constabu¬ 
lary,  62;  Mr  Chris  Old.  cricket¬ 
er.  4 &  die  Rev  Lord  Sandford, 
76;  Mr  M  Sheldridc,  Gover¬ 
nor,  Holloway  prison,  46; 
Lord  Stott  87;  the  Duke  of 
Westminster,  45;  Mr  Ken 
Whitmore,  playwright  57;  Sir 
Peregrine  Worsthorne.  jour¬ 
nalist.  73. 


Church  services  tomorrow 


Marriages  I  Forthcoming 


Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent 

ARMAGH  CATHEDRAL:  10HC 1 1  MP.  The  An  eel 
Gabriel  (Carol),  TM  Dam  3.15  Festival  of  Nine 
Lessons  and  Carols. 

BELT  AST  CATHEDRAL:  10  HC;  11  S  Euch.  Hail 


Carets. 

BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL:  V  MR  9.15  HC  t  i 
Choral  Euch.  M.  Brevis/ a ve  mads  Stella 


Bollard. 

BLACKBURN  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC:  9.1  S  Choral  M. 
Christophers  Cara)  (Bernini),  canon  A  Hlndley. 
10 JO  Euch.  Mass  for  five  voices  (Byrd).  Canon  J 

Halt:  4  Choral  E.  Angel  us  ad  virgin  etn  (Caused, 

The  Provost 

BRECON  CATHEDRAL:  8,  !  1  H  Euch,  Plalnsong. 
Canon  E  John;  330  E.  walmlslw  In  D  minor. 
Responses  (Morley).  Christmas  oratorio  pan  1 
(Bach);  6.15  Advent  Carol  Service  In  St  Mary's 
Church. 

BRISTOL  CATHEDRAL.  College  Green:  7.40  M:  8 
HC;  lO  Choral  Euch.  Advent  Antiphon,  Mass  (or 


Prose.  Responses  (Clucns).  Dyson  In  D.  Rotate 
CaeU  (Byra).  Canon  P  Johnson. 

CANTERBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  9.30  K;  1 1  S 
Euch.  Missa  S  Joann  Is  de  Deo  (Haydn).  O 
Emmanuel  (Stralagiert.  Rev  Dr  M  J  Chandler; 
3.15  E.  Respa rises  (Piccolo).  O  Emmanuel. Tone  U 
solemn  and  Wood  In  B  flax.  This  Is  the  record  of 
John  (Gibbons);  t».30  Compline.  Rev  R  H  C 
symon. 

CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL:  10.30  S  Euch.  Jocfcson 
(A  G.  I  sing  o[a  maiden  (Berkeley).  Canon  C  Hill; 
3  JO  Festival  of  Nine  Lessons  &  carols. 
CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL:  730  MP.  8  HC; 
9.30  Euch.  Rev  J  Jones:  i  1.15  5  Euch.  Salve  Regina 


CHESTER  CATHEDRAL;  7.45  Utany:  8  HC  lO 
Choral  £-  Mass  for  tour  voices.  (Byrd).  Rejoice  in 
the  Lord  (Anon).  Ecix-vlrvo  condpiet JjsaacJ.  RevT 
Barken  1 1  JO  Choral  M.ResponsesjByrd).  Dyson 
in  F.  This  Is  the  record  of  John  (Gibbons),  The 
Dean:  3 JO  Choral  E  a  Baptism.  Responses 
(smith).  And  the  Glory  of  the  Lord 
carol  Service,  canon  DrT  Dennis. 

CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  10  M,  Naylor 
In  G.  Responses  (Smith).  Tonus  Peregrinus.  Hall 


ffilJ 


CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL  Oxford;  8  HC 
iO  M.  Benedidte  (Sums Ion  In  Gl.  Canon  Ward; 
I  |.I5  S  Euch.  Missa  venom  rum  (Lassus).  O 
saeni  m  eonvWJ  u  mJMessalext),  Canon  Jeffery:  6  E. 
Second  Service.  This  is  the  record  of  John 
(Gibbons). 

COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL;  7.40  MP:  8  C:  1030 
Euch.  Missa  Deus  Gentiar  Aline,  Leddlngton 
Wright.  Weelkcs  (or  Trebles.  Canon  V  Paul;  3 
German  Lutherans:  3  Polish  Lutherans:  5  JO  E, 
There  Is  no  rose  (Britten),  Responses  (Plalnsong). 
Weeikes  (or  Trebles.  And  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
(Handel). 

DURHAM  CATHEDRALS.  11.15  HC  Sumslon  In 
F,  Adore  le devote (Uoyd).  Canon  RCoppI ru  IO  M, 
Benedldte  and  Benedict  us  In  E  Hal  and  B  flat 


(Stanford).  Relplce  In  (he  Lord  alway.  Canon  S 
Pedley;  3  JO  EP.  O  Emmanuel;  4  Lighting  of 
Christmas  Tree  and  Blessing  of  Crib;  7  Festival  of 
Nine  Lessons  and  Carols. 

ELY  CATHEDRAL;  8.15  HC  The  Dean;  10  JO  S 
Euch.  Mass  In  D  (Dvorak).  Ave  Marls  Stella 
(Grieg).  Revd  J  McFartane:  3.45  E.  Pieces 
rromxJnsl.  Purcell  Id  G  minor.  Annunciation 
according  ro  SL  Lute  (Schuiz). 

EXETER  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  9.45  S  Euch.  Ave 
Marta  (Arcadelt),  Darke  in  E.  Pauls  angelicas 
(Saint  Saens).  Canon  Ison;  11.15  M.  Responses 
(Ferial).  Sumslon  In  B  Hat  Chant  A.  Rejoice  In  Uie 
Lord  (anon).  The  Treasurer:  3  E.  Responses 
(Ferial).  MagnIQcat  (Sumslon).  Adam  lay 
yboanden  (Onft  6  JO  ES.  And  (he  glory  of  the 
Lord  (Handel).  *nte  Priest  vicar. 

GUILD  FORD  CATHEDRAL;  8  HC;  9.45  S  Euch 
(ASB).  Darke  In  E.  Rejoice  In  the  Lord  (ttnon).  Rt 
Rev  J  Baker.  11-15  M.  Responses  (Smith), 
Benedldte  In  B  flat  (Sumslon).  Rejoice  In  the  Lord 
(Purcell).  The  Sub-Dean:  6  JO  E,  Noble  in  B  minor. 
This  Is  the  record  of  John  (Gibbons),  Canon  Dr  M 
Palmer. 

LEICESTER  CATHEDRAL;  8  HC;  IO  M;  1030 
Euch.  Messe  Solennelle  (Langlals).  O  magnum 


Euch.  Messe  Solennelle  (Langlals).  O  magnum 
mysterium  fPoofend.  The  Treasurer  4  Carol 
Service.  The  Provost. 

LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  IOJO  S  Euch. 
Missa  O  quant  gloriosum  (Victoria).  Hymne  a  la 
vierge  (vOlene), Hall  blessed  Virgin  Mary  (arr- 
WomJ).  Cathedral  Chamber  Choir.  The  Dean;  3  JO 
E.  Responses  (Rose).  Wood  In  E  liar  N  2.  AW  Marfa 


LINCOLN  CATHEDRAL:  7.45  b  8.  12  HC;  9J0  S 


(Aylewani);  2  Rotary  Carol  Serfvce:  3.45  E. 
Responses  (Smith).  Tone  U  and  Stanford  In  G. 
Torus  tuus  (GorecU). 

LIVERPOOL  CATHEDRAL-  8  MP  A  HC:  IOJO 
Euch.  Canon  M  Bay  ling:  3  The  Holly  Bough  Carol 
Service:  4  HC 

MANCHESTER  CATHEDRAL:  8.45  MP!  9  HC; 
1 0  JO  S  Euch.  Darke  In  F.  Missa  C  Barker  Bennett; 
7  Messiah. 

NEWCASTLE  CATHEDRAL:  7J0  M;  8  HC  Canon 
P  Strange  «  JOS  Euch.  Darke  In  F,  a  maiden  most 
.•ndeftrr.  ' 


magnum  mysterfnm  »VI_roria).  Prepare  ye  the 
way  of  the  Lord  (Wise);  630  Choral  E,  Purcell  In  G 
rmcor.Angelnsadvlrglnem  (pv/lDcocte). 
NORWICHCATHEDRAL;  7J0  MP:  8  HC  IOJO  S 
Euch.  Missa  ad  praesepe  (Malcolm),  Short  Sendee 
(AyleVrardL  Torus  tuus  (GcrecH).  The  Archdeacon 
orNorwicn;  3 JO  EP:  6  Christmas  procession  with 
carols. 

PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAE  9  JO  M,  Short 
Service  (Batten);  IOJO  Euch.  Mass fonhree  voices 
(Byrd).  Mrs  B  Howltc  3J0  E.  Dyson  in  F.  Maty’s 
Magnificat  (cuter). 

PORTSMOUTH  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9  JO  Parish 
Communion.  Mass  of  St  Thomas  (Thome).  Ave 
Maria  (Aicaddt).  Rev  M  Macvlcar,  11  S  Euch. 
Hymn  to  the  Mother  of  God  (Tavener).  Missa  de 
angells  (Plalnsong].  Totus  Tuus  (GoreocQ.  Rev  M 
Macvlcar:  6  JO  Festival  of  Lessons  and  Carols. 
{UPON  CATHEDRAE:  8  Euch.  Canon  P  Marshall; 
9J0  Euch.  DarKe  In  E.  Ave  Maria  (Parsons). 
Bishop  of  Knaresborongh;  1 1  JO  M.  Purcell  In  B 
fiat.  Mate  a  Joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord  (MathlaS). 
A  Hymn  lo  trie  virgin  (Britten);  1230  Euch.  Dean 
L  weather-bead;  430  £;  530  Nine  Lessons  & 
Carols. 

ROCHESTER  CATHEDRAL;  8  HC  9.45  M. 
Responses  (Sanders).  Dy»n  In  F.  The  Angel 
Gabriel  (Penman);  IOJO  S  Euch.  The  Angel 
Gabriel  (Permian),  Canon  R  Lea;  3.1 5  E,  The  Angel 
Gabriel  (Penman),  Stanford  In  B  flat.  And  I  saw  a 
new  heaven  (Bam ion).  Amen  (Byrd), 

SALISBURY  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC,  Canon  J  Davies; 
to  Euch.  Advent  Rose,  Coil  Reg  (Howefls}. 
Tanru m  ergo  saenunemuzn  (DuruffeJ.  Canon  J 
Davies:  l  1 30  M.  Mrs  M  Downing:  3  E.  Responses 
(Reading).  St  Maries  Service  (Nou). 

SHEFFIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  10  MP;  1030  S 
Euch  (1662)  and  Prepartion.  o[  Crib,  Tttt  PriWnsU 
630  h.  The  venerable  s  Lowe. 

SOUTHWELL  MINSTER:  730  M;  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary  (arr  Wood).  Responses  (Plalnsong):  8  HC; 
930  C  &  Nativity  Play;  1 1  S  Euch.  Short  sendee 
(Batten),  a  Carol  Tor  Mary.  The  ChanceOon  3 . 1 5  E. 
Antiphon  o  Rex  gentium,  sumslon  In  A.  I  look 
from  afar  (Piccolo). 

TRURO  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  9  M;  10  S  Euch. 
Blessed  are  the  pure  In  bean  (Davies).  Messe 
Solennelle  Meme).  The  Librarian;  6  E.  Responsr- 
(Sondeix),  WaJmlsJey  In  D  minor.  This  have 
done  for  my  true  love  (Holst).  The  curate. 

WAKE  FIELD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC;  9. 1 5  C.  An  gel  US 


very  early  (Baxter),  canon  I  Knox:  4  Service  oT 
Nine  Lessons  a  Carols. 

WELLS  CATHEDRAL-  8  HC;  9.45  S  Euch,  Jackson 
In  G.  The  Angel  Gabriel  (Trad  BasoneL  Rev  G 
Farmn;  11  JO  M.  Benedldte 
Stanford  in  a.  Rejoice  the  Lord 

E.  The  Second  Service /This  Is  the 
(Gibbons).  Preb  D  Goodman. 

WESTMINSTER  ABBEY:  8  HC;  10  M.  Responses 
(Nearv).  Benedldte  In  B  flat  (Purcell).  Ave  Marla 

Canon  D  Horn  11.15  Abbey  Euch. 
Missa  THniratis  sanctae  (Grier).  Hymn  to  the 
Mother  ol  God  (Tavener).  Hymn  to  the  Virgin 
(Britten),  Sr  H  Marker.  3  E. Watson  In  E.  Iota 
pule  tun  es  Maria  (Bruckner).  Rev  V  stock. 
WESTMINSTER  CATHEDRAL  7.8.9.  11.  5 30. 7 
M;  1 0  MP;  1 0  JO  s  M.  Missa  Ave  Marfa  /  Magnificat 
i  soni  (Palestrina).  Ave  Marla  (Parsons) 
Fugue  &  Hymne  Ave  mans  Stella 
330  vab.  Magnificat  secundi  ton) 
Colte  tuba  In  Sm  (Guerrero].  Fugue  on 
uc  nuignulcat  BWV  733  (Bach). 

WINCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  7J5  Ml  IOJO  S 
Euch.  Mass  in  E  Oar  (Rheinbergeri.  Archdeacon  of 
Basingstoke:  330  E.  Responses  (Uoyd).  Dyson  In 

F,  A  hymn  to  the  virgin  (Brtttenl.  MasierTatUs’s 
Testament  (Howells),  nev  R  Lindley. 
WORCESTER  CATHEDRAL:  930  Family  Euch. 
Canon  D  Thomas:  1 1  S  Euch.  Missa  o  Quam 

A  tender  snoot 
rsons).  Rev  Dr  M 
Dorsett:  4  Carol  Service;  630  E.  Archdeacon  of 
Worcester. 

YORK  MINSTER:  8.  8.45  HC:  10  5  Euch  w/ 
Baptism  &  Confirmation,  Stanford  in  B  flat.  The 


ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL  Clwyd;  8  HC;  1 1  Choral 
M.  Responses  (Tomkins).  This  Is  die  record  of 
John  (Gibbons).  Rev  R  H  GrtfiUhs:  3  JO  EP. 

ST  DAVIDS  CATHEDRAL  7  JO  MP:  8  HC  9  JO 
Cymun  Bendlgald,  Pregetirwr  Y  Deoru  930 
Family  Service,  The  Minor  Canon;  11.15  Choral 
Euch.  Advent  Prose  (Plalnsong),  Sumslon  In  F. 
Ave  verum  corpus  (Mozart).  The  Succenlon  4.15 
EP:  6  Festival  nr  Nine  Lessons  A  Carols. 

ST  EDMUNDSBURY  CATHEDRAL  Bury  Sr 
Edmunds:  8  HC  (BCI1):  10  S  Euch  (A5B). 
sanderstead  service  (Row/Jackson  In  O;  1  saw  a 
maiden  (PMtman).  Rev  R  Davey;  1 130  Choral  C 
(BCP).  Mass  Prop* 

There  is  no  rase  (Po 
E,  (BCP)  with  Hymns. 

ST  GILES*  CATHEDRAL 

1 0  MS  A  HC.  Four  Part  Mass 

1 1  JO  MS.  LaetenturcaeU  (B 
Lessons  A  Carols:  8  ES,  Rev 
ST  MACHAR4  CATHEDRAL  Old  Aberdeen:  II 
MS.  Behold  thou  shaft  conceive  (Hand!),  Gaudete 
Omnes  (SweellndQ.  Rev  R  Frazer:  6  ES.  Rev  R 
Frazer. 

ST  MARTS  CATHEDRAL  ECOnbttrgh:  IOJO 
Euch.  Missa  Saner!  Johannes  de  Deo  (Haydn). 
Canon  J  Millard;  3  JO  EP;  7J0  Sendee  of  Nine 
Lessons  A  carols. 

ST  PAUL'S  CATHEDRAL  London:  8  HC:  8.45  M: 
1 1  S  Euch.  Missa  Salve  Intemerata  Vlrgoi (TalUs). 
Magnlficai  (Moore),  Touts  tuus  (Gorecld).  Rev  J 
Haulburton;  3.15  E.  Jackson  In  G,  Reroonses 
(Byrd),  aw  Maria  (Bruckner),  Rev  Preb  K  Toovey: 
6 JO  Organ  Redtal.  La  Nativtte  dt;  Seigneur 
(Messiaen).  John  Sam. 


II  JO  ChoralC 
In  F. 
tnr:  3  JO 

.  8  MS  A  HC. 
...The  Minister 
.  Rev  CG  Kenny;  6 
lllams. 


service  (Gibbons).  The  vicar. 
ALL  SOULS,  lan 
Cook;  6  JO 


wi:  9  C;  1 1  Rev  J 
Revision. 

»— —fiLWl: H  Mass 
in  or  1651  (MontewnUj,  Ecce  condples  (HandO. 
Ave  Maria  (Wlltoen). 

CHELSEA  OLD  CHliRCH.  SW3:  *  HC;  10 
Children's  Service:  11  M.  Rejoice  In  the  Lard 
(Bedford},  Dr?  EWy.  12.15  HC.6.  Nine  Lessons  & 
Carols. 

CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH.  Cnnon  SL  Wl: 
1 1  Sunday  School. 

CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND, 
Omen!  Garden.  WCfc  11.15  Rev  S  Hood.  630 
Service,  of  Nine  Lessons  &  Carols. 

FARM  STREET.  Wl:  8, 9  JO,  1230,4.15,6.15  LM; 
II  HM. 

HOLT  TRINITY  BROMPTON.  Bromptorv  Road. 
SW7;  9  HC  (ASB).  Rev  J  Peters  1 1  Chriatlnde 
Sendee.  Revti.  R  Thrope;  s.  7  JO  Inform 
Rev  s  Downham. 

THE  ORATORY.  Brompton  Road.  5W7: 7,8. 9, 10. 
1 1  Mass, wesiron wynde MassCShepparaLCaxule 
m  Da  (Palestrina!,  l£j0.4J0.7;3JOV&B.Prape 
est  Dominas  (RegnarO. 

ARMENIAN  APOSTOUC  CHURCH:  rvenraGdns. 
W8: 1 1  Holy  Mass,  Arab  bishop  Y  Gfzlrian. 
WESLEY’S  CHAPEL  City  Rood,  EC 2=  9.45  HG  11 
MS,  Rev  Dr L Griffiths: 

WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL  (Methodist). 
SW1;  11.  630. 

ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Lutheran).  Gresham 
SLEC2: 11  Choral  Euch.  Rjev-P  D  Schmletfe. 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT.  Sntitilfield. 
ECI:  9  HC:  1 1  Choral  Euch,  Idlssa  Prodenns 
virgin  es  (Lobo).  The  Rector;  630  Festival  of  Nine 
Lessons  A  Carols. 

ST  BRIDE’S,  Fleet  Street,  £C4:  II  Choral  M  A 


Canon  /'Gates:  630  Choral  E.^ ^ Festival 
or  Nine  Lessons  A  Carols.  Canon  J  Oates. 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  1 1  Carol  Service. 

ST  COUTMBA’S  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND.  Pont 
Street.  SW  1: 1 1 .  Rev  C I  MacLeod;  5  Carol  Sendee. 
ST  ETHELDREDA’S.  Ely  Place:  1  [  SM.  Missa  Ave 
Marls  Stella  (Vlctorla)7Ave  Maria  (Busto). 
st  George’s.  Hanover  square;  Wl:  830  HC;  tl 
S  Each.  Coronation  Mass  (Mosuti.  The  Rector,  6 
Service  of  Nine  Lessons  with  Carols- 

ST  JAMESES.  S  BSSex  Gardens.  W2: 8  Eudl:  103  OS 

Euch.  Missa  ,se  la  {ace  ay  Pale*  (Dufay).  Vox 
Clam  antis  (Esquivel),  Rev  A  MeUtcum;  6  Carol 
Service. 

ST  JAMESES.  PtocadtDy:  830  HC:  1 1 S  Euch.  Rev  D 
Reeves,  630  Carol  Service. 

ST  JOHN'S.  Stratford  E15:  II  HC,  Theme  A 
Variation  (Andrfessen),  Rev  M  Ofcello:  6J0 
Christmas  Carol  Service,  Rev  D  Richards. 

ST  LUXES.  Chelsea.  SW3:  8  HC;  IOJO  MP  A  HC. 
Ave  Marls  (Bruckner),  Rev  N  Roberts;  630  Nine 
Lessons  &  Carols.  Rev  L  Marabula. 

ST  MARKS,  Regents  PariLRd.  NWV.8HC  9.45 
Family  C;  115  Euch  A  Holy  Baptism.  Missa 
Brevis  l Ave  Maria  (Palestrina).  Rev  T  Devonshire 
Jones;  330  Christmas  Carols  A  Lessons. 

8T  MARGARETS.  Westminster,  swi:  1 1  S  Euch. 
Missa  O  quam  (Vjnoria).  This  (s  tire  record  of  John 
(Gibbons).  Rev  J  Goodall;  6  Service  of  Nine 
Lessons  &  Carols. 

ST  MARTIN-IN-THE-F1ELDS,  WC2:  8  HC:  9.45 
Euch,  Rev  w  Ratchfoid:  1 1  JO  visitors  to  London. 
Rev  C  Herben:  ZA  5  Chinese  Service.  Rev  G  Lee;  S 
Choral  E;  6J0  ES.  Rev  B  Schunemann. 

ST  MARY  ABBOTS  CHURCH,  Kensfagton  Wk:  8, 
1230  HC;  930  Euch.  Pr  Gellk  l  l.l5Choral  M, 
The  VTcar  630  E.  Carol  Service. 

ST  MARY’S.  Bourne  Street  SWI:  9. 10.  7  LM:  1 1 
HM,  Missa  sextl  coni  (Croce),  The  Bishop  of 
Edmnnunj6EAB. 

ST  MARY-TBE-vmCTN,  Primrose  Hflt  8  HQ 
IOJO  Parish  Euch.  Plalnsong.  There  Is  no  rase  of 
stich  virtue  youriwiti.  Ave  marls  Stella  (Grieg). 
Rev  Lyndon  van  der  Pump:  6  Carols  by 
Candlelight 

ST  MARYLEBQNB.  Maiylebatte  Road.  Wl:  8  HC; 
1 1  Choral  Euch.  Missa  O  Magnum  Mysrerium 
(Victoria).  Magrullcat  (Sbort  Service  -  Gibbons). 
Rev  R  McLaren;  630  Nine  Lessons  A  Carols  by 
CamDettght 


Jouben). 

NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL  IOJO  S  EUCh.  Missa  O 


Bishop  Met  Anthony. 


ST  PETER’S,  Eaton  Square;  SWI:  8.15  HC:  IO 
Family  Each:  II  S  Euch,  Missa  La  la  Malstre 
Pierre  (Lassus).  Reloloe  In  the  Lord  alway  (Anon). 
Fir  D  BTU^er;  6  JO  Carol  Sendee. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER  AD  VINCULA,  HM 
Tower  of  London:  9  HC-  Rev  P  Abram;  1 1  Nine 
lessons  A  Carols.  Rev  p  Abram, 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  St  Jamesk  Palace:  830  HC; 

11. 1 5  MP.  Rejoice  In  the  Lord  (Purcell).  Rev  JHRW 

Sioo. 

CHAPEL  ROYAL  Hampton  Omit  Palace:  830 HC 
(1662);  1 1  M.  Sumslon  In  B  fiat.  Hymn  to  the 
Vltgla  (Britten);  3JQ  Service  of  Nine  Lessons  A 
Carols. 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  South  AUdley  Street  Wl: 

8.15  HC:  11  S  Euch.  Missa  Papae  MareeUl 
(Palestrina).  Ave  Maria  (Parsons),  Ave  Marls  Stella 
(De  GrigEM.  RevT  Dltcfifleld. 

QUEEIVS  CHAPEL  OF  THE  SAVOY.  WC2: 1 1.  The 
chapel  Carol  Sendee. 

TOE  TEMPLE  CHURCH.  Fleet  Street  8J0  HC; 

1 1.15  MP.  O  Emmanuel,  Responses  (Thai ben- 
Ball):  Sumslon  In  D.  Walford  Davies  in  G.  This  Is 
the  record  of  John  (Gibbons).  The  Master. 
GUARDS  CHAPEL  Wellington  Barracks.  SWI: )  I 
M,  Behold  the  Bridegroom  cametii  nhUH).  A 
spotless  Rose  (Howells),  Rev  J  Gough;  12  HC. 
ROYAL  NAVAL  COLLEGE  CHAPEL  Greenwich. 
SEIO:  1 1 S  EuchfBCn,  Setting  (Shaw).  Adam  layy 
bo  unden  (OnJ).  Rev  C  French. 


Mt'J-NJP.  Sdtflcr 
and  Miss  H.L  Aird 
Queen  Eli2abeth  TTie  Queen' 
Mother  attended  the  marriage 
held  yesterday  in  The  Queen's 
Chapel,  St  James’s  Palace,  of 
Mr  Johnnie  Seidler,  younger 
son  of  Mr  Francis  Seidler.  of 
San  Etanjrisobt  and  of  Mrs 
Daphne  Seidler.  of  Horsted 
Keanes,  Sussex,  to  Miss  Hen¬ 
rietta  Aird.  younger  daughter 
of  Sir  Alastair  and  Lady  Aird.- 
of  St  James’S.  London.  The 
Rev  William  Booth  and  the 
-  Rev  David  Stonebanks 
officiated. 

The  t ride,  vrfio  was  given  in 
marriage  by  her  father,  was 
attended  by  Katia  Florman, 
Lucca  Fbrdham.  Olivia  and 
Rosie  French.  Sabrina  Morse; 
Lara  Simplon,  Conrad  Nd, 
Hugo  French  and  Oliver 
Mould.  Mr  Philip  Mould  was 
best  man. 

A  reception  was.  held  at  St 
James’s  Palace  and  the  honey¬ 
moon  will  be  spent  abroad. 

Mr  D  J.  Barbour 
rad  Ml*?  LS-K.  Stanley 
The  marriage  took  (dace  yesterday 
ai  St  Matthew's.  West  Kensangttm. 
of  Mr  David  Barbour,  eldest  son  of 
Mr  and  Mts  Clive  Barbour,  of 
Oiekenham.  Gkxxesffirshire,  to 
Miss  '  Laura  Stanley,  younger 
daughter  of  the  Hon  Richard  and. 
Mrs  Stanley,  of  Fulham.  London. 
The  Rev  Huw  Chiplin  ofBdated. 

The  bride,  who  was  given  in 
marriage  by  her  father,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Cfomeodne  Stanley. 
Isabella  Stanley,  Arabella  Stanky. 
Sabrina  Stanley.  Susannah  Stan¬ 
ley,  Rose  Jebb.  Edwin  Jebb.  Harry. 
Jebb,  Theo  Jebb.  Cameron  Doig. 
Tliomas  Diyden  and  Hugh  Stan¬ 
ley.  Mr  Jeremy  Skeet  was  best 
man. 

A  reception  was  held  at  The 
Orangery.  Holland  Park,  and  the 
honeymoon  win  be  spent  abroad. 

Mr  P.C  Stewart 
and  Miss  KA.E.  Sbtnnan 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  December  19.  at  Chelsea  Old 
Town  Hall  between  Mr  Paul 
Stewart  and  Miss  Karen  Shuman. 


marriages 

Mr  G.W,  Gosterowski 

and  Miss  J- Barron 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Gregory,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Wad  aw  Gasforowski.  of  Ac- 
tao,  London,  and  Joanne,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  John  Weston,  of 
Woodbridge,  Suffolk. 

Mr  J-H.  fioait 
and  Ms  H.E.  OTMians 
.The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John  Goafti,  of  Grasvenor 

Hill  London  Wl.  and  Helen, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mis  Hal 
CNians,  of  London. 

MrP.T.KeDy. 

and  Mrs  H  J-  Hyman 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Patrick  Kelly,  of  Aston 

Rise,  Henley  an  Thames,  and 
Hilary  Hyman,  nee  Scott,  of' 
EarlscLine  Court.  Bowdon.  ' 
Cheshire. 

Dr  S.  Langtou  Hewer 
and  Miss  C.  Punning 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Simon,  son  of  Professor  . 
and  Mrs  Richard  Langtou  Hewer, 
of  Leigh  Woods,  Bristol  and 
Claire,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Anthony  Punning,  of  Boscombe 
•  Manor,  Bournemouth. 

MrM.C  LuMcssU 
and  Miss  FLM.  Usowtdca 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mark,  elder  son  of  Mr  . 
and  Mrs  Karimierz  LubiensJd.  of 
Cfcterley.  Middlesex,  and  Hania, 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr  Jerzy  . 
Lisowski  and  of  Mrs  Zofia 
Usowska.  of  Wimbledon. 

Mr  J,  Picton 
and  Miss  J.  Prentice 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jon,  son  of  Mr  Peter  . 
Fician.  of  Stratford  on  Avon  and 
Mis  GQ1  Brown,  of  Crockerton, 
Wiltshire,  and  Jessica,  youngest 
rbninhtpr  of  Mr  John  Prentice,  of 
Lickfold.  West  Sussex  and  Mrs 
DelphineStar,  of  Lods worth.  West 
Sussex. 

Mr  SA  Somerville 
and  Mbs  M.  Lang 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Stephen,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Stuart  Somerville,  of 
CoggeahaO.  Essex,  and  Maria, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mri 
Charles  Long,  of  Potters  Bar. 
Hertfordshire. 


University  news 


Oxford 

Magdalen  College 

Hie  following  elections  have 

been  made 

To  an  Honorary  Fellowship 
from  November  13, 1996; 

Mr  Julian  Barnes 
To  Waynflete  Fellowship  from 
November  13, 1996: 

Mr  Antony  Hicbens 
To  Fellowship  by  Exam¬ 
ination: 

Mr  JVf-A.  I sard,  of  Wolfson 
College,  Oxford,  to  a  Fellow¬ 
ship  by  Examination  in  Engi¬ 
neering  for  three  years  from 
January  lr  1997.  ■ 

Mr  G.R.  Carlyle,  of  St  Hugh'S 
College.  Oxford,  to  a  Fellow¬ 
ship  try  Examination  in  Math¬ 
ematics  for  three  years  from 
October  1. 1997. 


To'  a  Supernumerary  Non- 
Stipendiary  Fellowship:  Dr  P. 
Haynes,  FRS,  from  January  l, 
1997,  until  the  earlier  of  Sep¬ 
tember  30, 1999,  or  his  ceasing 
to  be  a  Visiting  Professor  in 
the  Department  of  Engineer¬ 
ing  Science. 

Manchester  Metropolitan 
Mrs  Alexandra  Burslem  Da  be 
Vice-Chancellor.  of 

Manchester  Metropolitan 
University  from  September  1, 
1997,  in  succession  to  Sir 
Kenneth  Green  who  is  retir¬ 
ing.  Mrs  Burslem  is  currently 
ffie  university's  Deputy  Vice- 
Chancellor  and  Academic 
Director.  • 


Anniversaries  are  on 
the  faring  page 


HMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171 481  1982 
FAX:  0171 481  9313 


Fnt  aw  to  t&*  proof,  njs  Utt 
Lord  of  Hosts,  and  sm  if  1  do 
iwt  open  windows  in  tbe  sky 
and  poor  a  blessing  oa  you 
as  long  aa  tMv  Is  mmL  Ital- 
acU  3  :  10 


BIRTHS 


ATHERTON  -  On  Dmnfew 
19th.  to  Elatn»  and  Onods.  a 
daogbux.  Sopbla  AUco. 

BUXTON  -  On  DKsmber  17th 
to  Fiona  (n4o  Slu«)  and 
Edward,  a  mb,  )»bn 
NJchotoi  Edward  North. 

CRAM  -  Woatir  and  Ibb  m 

daHyhgad  (O  fh# 

iiilvai  of  thrir  flnt  child,  a 
daughter,  Georgina  Lydia  oa 
Decnotwr  17th. 

LECARD  -  Ob  DnoIw  12th. 
to  Lacy  Cn6o  Kirkpatrick) 
Mid  Edward.  ■  daughter, 
Colla  Karr,  a  aiator  fti 
OUwwr. 

LEYEMTHORPC  -  On  18ib 
Ihembm  ha  Hoog  Kong,  to 
Sarah  (d<«  FaBanluun-- 
Walah)  and  Ton,  a  sob. 
Arthur  Richard  Dtgby.  a 
hwibBr  for  Hmry, 

LLOYD  -  On  4U»  December,  to 
David  and  Alison  (alt 
Bonn),  a  daughter.  Aten 
LDj,  a  sister  tar  Mh. 

LUCI  E-SMITH  -  OS  19th 
December  1996.  to  Tina  (n6e 
Httbin)  and  Enan,  a 
daughter,  Sasha  Cara,  a 
afaur  tor  Ron  Em 

MUMRY  -  Oa  December  17lh 
at  The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Jane  and  Ian,  a  beautiful 
soa.  Thomas  George. 

MUPK-Oa  1 9th  December, 
to  FeHehy  (ah  HubtneteUO 


TATE  -  On  December  10U,  lo 
Bosalind  (ah  Coward}  and  , 
Ed  wild,  a  daughter,  Wlrimda 
Nabne. 


DEATHS 


BARNARD  -  Martha  (JemX  on 
19th  December,  aged  83.  of 
Baslngstokn  asd  Lrutngum.  \ 
WIEa  of  tha  late  Dick,  mother 
to  Jennifer,  Jttelmd,  Hugh . 
and  Bruce.  Following  a  Itfc 
of  nendca  to  others  will  he1 
sadly  missed  by  many,] 
Fouatnl  details  and  Bower* 
ox  to  hdtami  I 

Disease  or  Bfbia  Soclsty  do 
Pjwmmet  Ftmetal  fifteciom, 
L^tgton.  tsU  (01590) 


DEATHS 


MLACX  -  Barry.  Peacefully  <m 
December  18th  aged  89. 
Denoted  husband  of  the  late 
Joan.  Much  loved  lather  and 

Of  Wffnbt  V&A 

Alas  lair  Orr  Ewing. 
Ormartton  private.  A  Service 
of  Thanksgivfng  will  beheld 
at  St  George’s  Church. 
Foimt,  Salisbury  on  18th 
January  at  2 30  pm. 

COX  -  On  13th  December 
peacefully,  SbeUa  aged  61 

I  ear*  of  Ashtead.  Much 
gved  wife  of  Barry  and 
mother  of  Timothy.  SaUy  and 
Justin.  Funeral  Service  has 
taken  place.  If  desired 
donation*  to  Royal  Hamden 
Hospital  (Snrithere  Ward 
Fund)  Belmont,  Sutton, 
Surrey, 

da  BURGH  -  Valentine,  died 
December  18th  1996. 
Funeral  Service  toM  bridal 
WarbUngton  Church,  near 

Smswutth,  U  sb,  Monday 

December  30th.  Yel  was 
knows  by  so  many  and 
greatly  missed  by  those  of 
oa  who  loved  him. 

EMU  mar  •  Colonel  Samuel 
Sadevby  peacefully  on 
Friday  20th  December. 
Loved  husband  of  Fam.  Ho 
letter*  please.  Private  famSy 
service. 

HCVEY  -  Lea.  Husband  ol 
Muriel,  tether  of  Ficus  and 
tin.  Dt* d  in  hospital  19th 
December  1996.  Funeral 
Friday  27th  December  1996. 
Tl*  (01963)  607502. 

■OgTOOHg  -  On  December  18th 
;  at  Temburr  Hospital. 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Frank  aged 
87.  WUower  of  Joan  Yhn  den 
Bergb,  husband  ol  Atril, 
father  of  the  lata  Jackie 
Beanie  and  of  Thte  IdcbohM, : 
Martin,  Giles  nad  Jeremy  ] 
instpnv  aad  Lartada  Hooth. 
ftmetal  Servfea  nt  but  and 
Bosses  Crematorium  oa 
Thursday  2nd  January  at 
230  pm.  Family  flowers 
only,  details  from  EJL 
Htdoaott  ft  Sou,  tti;  (01892) 
522462. 

JESSUP  •  Anthony,  en  19th 
December  1996  at  Cromwell 
Hospital  London,  beloved 
husband  of  Helen,  adored 
father  at  JmeA  Bud 
loving  brother  of  Jim. 
Funeral  private.  Family 
(lowers  only,  by  request. 
Donations,  If  dsslred.  to 
Xlaes  CoDege  Hospital  User 
Unit.  A  memorial  eervlee  wfll 
ba  arranged. 


THE«fi#&TIMES 

CHRISTMAS  PERIOD 
De*dfiD0S  &  Opening  Times 
Birth,  MAiTfagn  &  Death  Notices. 

Rrirotk^to^ppc^onTo^pcc^^tbc: 

1-noon. 

For  notices  (0  ipwar  oa  Tbun&ypoaxib*  tth  and 
ftid3v  Decetribcr  27th  flic  deatfiiaeH  Tue«toy  DecemNx 
3  2Aih  at  12nood- 

Wedrasilay  December  25diOfficcCk«cd. 

December  2filh  Ofl«*  Closed 
Normal  hours  Friday  December  27in. 


LEE  -  Gladys  "Gypsy"  died 
17th  December;  peacefully, 
aged  83-  She  hum  beUwt 
her  only  daughter  Cherts 
L  ought  and  granddaughter 
Nsthatis  LnagbL  Alter  the 
war  she  joined  the  South 
Khnr  Group  of  the  Control 
Commission.  Germany,  an 
experience  which  only 
served  to  confirm  her 
unlimited  compassion. 
Everyone  who  knew  her 
considered  her  ”101#  perfect 
desert  Island  partner".  As 
per  her  wishes  them  wfll  he 
no  fuueraL  Her  ashes  wO]  be 
scattered  in  a  "beautiful 
pasture"  near  hut  birthplace 
in  Co.  Durham. 

PILKINOTON  -  On  20th 
December  1996  mutem  Lee 
(Nil),  aged  9L  much  loved 
father,  grandfather  and 
gnat-grandfather.  Funeral 
Monday  30th  December, 
2pm  at  Vlnboni  load 
Cemetery,  Boornemouth- 
Famlly  flowers  only. 
Enquiries  to  Deric -Scott. 
Port  man  Lodge  Funeral 
Home,  Bournemouth 
(01202)  309609. 

RANGE  -  On  December  18th 
1996  at  the  Royal  Kassden 
Hospital,  tenet  Pence  (trie 
Keatons  Graham,  the  writer 
least  Graham),  Moved  wHa 
of  PkzUe  and  much  loved 
mother  and  grandmother. 
Funeral  Service  ax  llottlaka 
Crematorium  on  Saturday 
December  28th  at  230  pm. 
plowers  aad  nqrirlts  to 
Cheieea  TO,  360B  Folham 
Bond.  SW10  PEL  wt  (0171) 
352-0008. 

TETLEY  -  Peter.  On  December 
19th.  Peacefully  In  St 
Matthews  Hospital, 
Northampton.  Much  loved 
Husband  or  Anne,  Father 
aad  Grandfather,  The 
Funeral  Service  wDi  he  held 
on  Friday  27th  December 
IOJO  mm  at  The  Chttreh  of 
St  Mary,  Great  Brtngton, 
Northampton,  tallowed  by 
private  cremation.  Family 
flowers  only,  donations  if 
dashed  fur  the  British  Bean 
Foundation,  may  be  sent 
phase  to  R.  HoIloweU  A  Son 
and  WL  BntMdge  Funeral 
Direct  ore,  148  Beech 
Avenue,  Notthnmpun  NN3 
2  JR.  Teh  (01604)  792222. 

HUMAN  -  Ann,  peacefully  on 
19th  December.  Private 
tauzaL  Dontioum  in  tin  of 
flower*  to  Berkshire 
Multiple  Sclerosis  Therapy 
Centre,  26  Patrick  Bead, 
Caveisbam,  BG4  8DD. 
Memorial  Meeting.  Friends 
Meeting  Haase,  Enel 
Garmon,  230  pm  Saturday 
11th  January. 

WEAVER  -  Margaret  (■<« 
Swindler),  of  Hall  Green, 
Birmingham,  passed  away 
after  years  of  pain  and 
suffering,  tm  December  14th 
1996.  aged  83  yearn.  Beloved 
utta  of  Douglas  end  mother 
of  flobert.  Sadly  tnixsed  by 
all  who  knew  her.  Service  at 
Robin  Hood  Crematorium, 
Solihull,  on  Monday  23rd 
DeuenibuL,  at  330  pm. 


IN  MEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


AKQOrr  -  T-DJt.  21st 
December  1993.  Loving 
memortu  of  Nick,  never  to 

be  forgotten. 

KnraiBt  -  Derek,  dasrem  Dad. 
never  forgotten  and  always 
In  our  thoughts-  Simon, 
Jeremy,  Jana  and  all  the 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

ULLEY  -  LasUa  Marfan  CFeggy) 
LUlay  (sit  Wheeler) 
28/5/1918  re  28/11/1996. 
Peggy  Llllay,  wife  of 
Geoffrey  Lllley  033., 
Emeritus  Professor  or 
AeroBantlcs  and 

Astronautics  at  The 
omrerahy  of  Sootbampccm 
died  peacefully  In  her  steep 
on  Thursday  28th  November 
1996.  Peggy  Wheels?  was 
Bom  on  28th  May  1918  to 
Lily  and  Lieutenant  UP. 
Wboeter  of  the  22nd  London 
Itglnirt.  Peggy  nad 
Geoffrey  have  three  cfaSaien 
Crete  (19S0),  Elisabeth 
(Use)  (1953),  and  Michael 
(1957).  They  have  five 
grandchildren.  Peggy  was 
rarely  Ut,  end  it  was 
therefore  the  more 
eurprisfag  that  on  the  28th 
November,  whilst  resting 
before  visiting  Grate  for 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  FOR  SALE 


SERVICES 


GUTS 


Katie  wish  to  ^thank 
raridhboms  and  VHerat*  for 
the  lx  Kind  measagas  of 
sympathy  In  the  sudden  loss 
or  their  mother,  Barbate, 
who  died  ax  her  home  in 
Oxford  0X2  6  KB  on 

Zteoem&er  9ih  1996. 


DIAMOND 

ANNIVERSARIES 


DU  VIVtEllrASICE  -  On 
December  22nd  1936  nt  8t 
Martin's  Church. 

Scarborough,  Dick  to 
Margaret.  Now  at  Ealing,  W5 
3  DO. 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


DOYOU.BBJEVE 

MUFEAFTBI 

MATH? 

We  do.  Kkkmy  raaenrch  aavos 


RESEARCH  FUND 

3  Archer*  Court  !ild%. 
fkmd,  HmOngdon, 

Combrktgmbkw  PElStXG 
MpftnmffMSB 404B28 
ftepbaweri  OrnrHr  2SBW 
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GENUINE 
\  BIRTHDAY | 

| NEWSPAPERS 

ra 


UT  the  mptshetg  you  to  fauns 
your  Anoemms.  write  AiiMeie 
mean  founded  IML 


WANTED 


TRUSTEE  ACTS 


teXX  AKIMUK  JAMBS.  8 
■m  Baud,  Unto  WS. 
Pee—tue  WE;  putie- 


SITUATIONS 

- - a-.  —  —  g  VACANT 

TICKETS  FOR  SALE  mm.  ST 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


uah>uitiinmin.«Urt  WEAUhWlTTl  -  At 
caused  a  severe  brain  Christchurch  Priory  <n  21st 

himnmriiins  Tim  nraifow  December  1946,  Thomas 

day  she  had  attended  the  SH?  « 

yptree^jylfwt^]  WonWD^l  Qwl*  Wt«3L.  flOMim  Mnllil: 

at  Sonthanzican  iMvttislit  Xliof&tfidrv,  Wtnafiirr, 


5a>Puder^Wfey.  51  S 
OmdoaOKMXE  CS 


0181  688  6323 

^  or  ClSl  free  0500  520  000 


REMEMBER  £B4L? 


llir  ii 


FOR  SALE 


TUltMI.  Mels.  M  temFeh. 
font  meshy  amh,  JAn.  -a- 
MSAJ SfflS  *90096 

TRUSTEE  ACTS 


tu  the  MTATB  ef  any  of  the  I  Ban  ** 


iprimU  mray^tie^te  nd  STUDENT 

Sr.Jr.'SflSr^.^  announcements 


DECIMAL  CORBENCY  bn 
bearae  ■  rainr  rad  is  oow  hnUy 
QBlhvtdate.  We  hsw  a  Dram 
rsanber  at  p»BS7  xn  ■ 
■Sosdriiie  prices.  Brd&m 
neomfowl  eons  fira  the  Koyri 
MSal  u  unarm:  ernes,  they  me 
the  ideal  pH  whom  vatee  w3 


UK  HOLIDAYS 


at  7J5  pm  at  Southampton 
General  Hospital.  The 
foaeral  waa  held  at  St 
Michael  and  All  Angels. 
Baaaect  Avenue, 

Southampton  on  Sth 


The  Musical  Direct  or,  Mr 

Paul  tend  st  UW  organ.  The 
Less  one  were  mod  by  Ltes. 
Michael  and  Lucy 
Qp  andchfld?.  In  aa  intertuOa 
for  fondly  mmembrances  Mr 
hoed  pfacyed  estraca  Bom 
T*s  Sylphldas',  Patrick 
Steen  (grandchild)  played  a 
■hort  recital  on  an 
electronic  keyboard,  aad 
orations  were  given  by 
Grate,  Lisa  and  Michael 
accompanied  by  Bobert 
(grandson).  LLaa  road  a 
eulogy,  titled,  'Mamie' 
composed  by  her  husband. 
Jacques.  Tbs  Funeral  Batvica 
was  concluded  by  aa  organ 
recessional  based  on  the 
Uebestod*  from  Wegner's 
Tristan  and  Isolds.  The 
Berries  was  followed  by  a 
private  cremation.  The 
fmaOy  ere  daagU  grateful  in 
Dt  Bavin  Beywuds,  and  all 
the  medical  staff  of 
Southampton  General 
Hospital,  Including  Dr. 
Daphne  Buchanan,  Dr. 
Mcduftre  and  Sister  Stevens 
far  an  ueb  expert  medical 
cam  and  Mtulurii  given  to 
Peggy  fu  those  critical  boms 
before  the  paused  away. 
Geoffrey,  Crete,  Lisa  and 
Michael  offer  their  heartfelt 
Unnka  to  all  Peggy's  Zatntiy 
aad  friends,  clubs, 
committees  utt 

raeoclaaoas  far  the  may 
floral  tributes,  dmattaas  to 
rtisibise  aad  for  the  many 
expressions  of  sympathy  to 
the  family  by  card  aad  tetter 
including  these  from  India. 
South  Africa  and  OKA.  W* 
srissyoo  Mummy  -  we  never 
hade  chance  to  say  Goodbye. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


"It:  lien  >>l  ,'Tici  h  r-- 
ilottGi'iii:!'  U>  the  RSI’H 


Wiut  more  efiertw 
tribute  could  there  be 
for  j  friend  or  nirm-e 
who  lowed  the  ooautrysdc  and 
wild  birds? 

The  RSP9  is  the  charily 
that  taka  «tioa  for  wild  buds 
and  lire  wuomneat  For  details 
an  haw  to  make  a  donation  that 
a  a  lasting  tribute  to  a  towed 
Qfl«a  pat  phone  Eldar  McHugh 
on  91767688551. 

HnrttqMlSearrv/crtte 
rroitCOm  affair. 


Care  htrtne  fees,  can 
svralkrw  up  capital  vn\- 
quicfcfy-. 

UK?  cun  bdp  by  offering 
the  Kmrity  of  a  Imnw  lor 
life  vith  DGAA.  nr  lup-^ip 
f«?  in  rsher  na  h<  mo 
for  those  un  mconw 
roppmL  CaB  FREEPHONE 

0800  413  22a 


jtoJMUrSitedraigrt-  MUSICAL 
«  INSTRUMENTS 

OdKriaiEasCindnadiBad  cotes  —  —  ■  . - 

ISriffi32*^L  aiSr3S^SSSstA 

Mr  Lera.  PO  Ban:  <3.  SSmSaSSSSmSm 
fcfiistnwe,  CPU  8PL.  - 

- - -  FOR  SALE 


HOMEUFE 

1  Mavtit  GrtraMi  •  Aid  toavuem 
WlsumtlcSiBMvN..  5nt|2 


A  RACEHORSE  FOR  1 

_  ch5is™asua_.  t-fa— 

For  £750  yga  cam  i^ve  spmeona  a  I*  share  m  s  I  Ow  rad  am. 

raoeborse  mnn  January  ro  Jane.  I 

No  extras  and  afi  the  fan  of  vismns  the  yard  as  wefl- 1  w  raSecSe  fcee  or  chares 
BS  going  racing.  I  faraeeo  lOOCIam  and  BOOpw  at 

^  For  details  phone:  01453-885487  J  o£$Z.  *SS 

r  geuuiiai  the  dim  of  the 


GIFTS 


I1a0-i .... 


THE  RAF  RISES  TO 
THE  CHALLENGE 


IBlfl  fM  (Mhtt  bofahal^  RAF  membra  M-Uidom 
■ndd*rtflltrtudagninyfiaaaTfati«ahleddj!i^ 

Wwsrwri  rater  wtioinurrnnllfliiliai 
Eiwy^raRyiuliimrfj'CtQBtifooii  apart  tasi«iifiriQ3orBS20J00 
cates.  noofalNbuttiadanfan  or  tomartiar  w  ia  pur  ML 


Will  you  rise  to  the 
challenge,  too? 


THE  ROYAL  AH  FORCE  BENEVOlfflT  FUND 

DEFLTLC  PORTLAND  PtACZ.L0®0»tW1J14*H. 


SKID  PAN  COURSES 

A  GIFT  VOUCHER 

WITH  A  DIFFERENCE!  apKJpr 

SM^rairiiDFEsso^ptsixiJcnoHUitiTOsauMiitAanca 
OUBggytffift  *i  A I  PAT OOCBgS  AVAILABLE  WTMCBtlEAL 
HUnATTHRQXTOIflUCBCXRCIBrttiaDMMDSMrUOKnZIJ) 

CALL  PWVWCMAHAOMEIfr  LTD  W3WT7W* 

^  CASTIE  COMBE  SKID  PAN 

InsMhowloaartnlacsrlnneCarlcvoondtitRis. 
wUEm  WipreUkfe  foe  ears  end  in*lriJcfan.Hrir  day 
*1™  cnnanomthmandcaraCfadO 
GIFT  VOUCHERS  FOR  THE  COtXtifc  MAKE 
EXCELLENT  CHRISTMAS  PRESENTS 
Cam  Comb*  S»a  Pm.  CmOoCantmCka*.  Cftfeoraftra 
HfQsMm  9W4  7B( 

Tek  (01249)  782101 


■  i  — »-J 


LEGAL,  PUBLIC, 
COMPANY  & 
PARLIAMENTARY 
NOTICES 

TO  PLACE  NOTICES  FOR  THIS  SECTION: 
PLEASE  TELEPHONE 

0171-782  7344 OR 
FAX:0171-7827827 

Notice*  art  subject  to  eoafirmnfoa  and  should  bo  received 
by  2J0pm  two  days  prior  JDin«rtk». 
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the  times  Saturday  December  21 1996 

-iJN  Obituaries 

_  ’  .... 


CARL  SAGAN 


VINCAS  BALICKAS 


Cari  Sagan,  astronomer 
and  author,  died  of 
iqyelodysidasiB  yesterday 
aged  62.  He  was  born  in 
New  York  City  on 
November  9, 1934. 


Tbs  American  physi¬ 
cist  and  astronomer 
Carl  Sagan  was  best- 
known  as  a  popularis- 
er  of  science  who  made  his 
name  through  a  series,  of 
books  and  television  pro¬ 
grammes.  He  was  a  gifted 
communicator;  -although  not 
always  resisting  the  tempta¬ 
tion  to  preach.  In  later  years,  a 
Pulitzer  Prize  behind  him.  his 
hooks  diminished  in  real  con¬ 
tent  as  they  grew  in  literary 
pretension.  But  his  status  as 
the  leading  media  scientist  in 
the  United  States  was  never  in 
doubt,  backed  as  it  was  by  a 
compelling  presence,  good 
looks,  and  an  enviable  talent 
to  explain. 

Sagan  was  glad  to  have 
been  bom  in  the  20th  century, 
the  first  moment  in  human 
history  when  man  had  the 
^  ability  to  leave  the  Earth  and 
T  explore  space.  His  lasting 
memorial  is  a  plaque  that  will 
be  carried  through  interstellar 
space  for  all  eternity  by  die 
Pioneer  space  probe.- Depict¬ 
ing  a  human  body,  some 
equations,  and  a  map  of  the 
universe,  the  plaque  was  de¬ 
signed  to  tell  any  intelligence 
clever  enough  to  decipher  it 
where  the  -  Earth  was,  who 
inhabited  it  and  how  ad¬ 
vanced  was  their  knowledge  of 
the  natural  world. 

“Astronomer,  educator  and 
author”  was  how  Sagan 
described  himself,  and  he  was 
all  three.  His  interests  were 
wide,  encompassing  the  ori¬ 
gins  of  human  intelligence,  the 
possibilities  of  interstellar 
travel  the  evolution  of  man¬ 
kind  and  the  consequences  of 
nuclear  war.  He  won  many 
awards,  even  though  his  popu¬ 
list  approach  may  not  have 
endeared  him  to  some  of  his 
scientific  peers.  The  list  of  his 
awards  alone,  both  national 
and  international,  occupied  30 
lines  iin  the  current  edition  of 
Who's  Who  in  America. 

The  seal  of  a  Russian  immi¬ 
grant  a  tailor  who  went  onto 
become  a  factory  manager  in 
New  York  City,  Carl  Edward 
Sagan  grew  up  in  New  Jersey. 
His  fascination  for  astronomy 
began  at  an  early  age.  despite 
the  fact  that  once,  on  aslang 
for  a  book  on  the  stare  at  his 
local  library,  he  was 'given  a 
volume  on  Clark  Gable.  Al¬ 
though  his  parents  knew  little 
about  science,  they  nurtured 
his  enthusiasm  and  at  school 
he  proved  an  outstanding 
pupil.  He  won  a  series  of 
scholarships  to  Chicago  Univ^ 
ersity  from  where  he  graduat¬ 
ed  with  a  BA  degree  in  1954 
and  a  BSc  degree  in  physics  a 
year  later. 

With  the  help  of  a  grant 
|  from  the  National  Science 

'  Foundation,  he  stayed  on  at 

Chicago  as  a  pre-doctoral  Fd- 
i  low  in  Physics  and  derided  to 
concentrate  on  astronomy.  In 


1956.  when  he  was  only  22,  he 
created  his  first  public  furore 
by  announcing  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  far  the  Advancement  of 
Science  that  he  had  disproved 
the  then  current  theory  that 
vegetation  existed  on  the  sur¬ 
face  of  Mare. 

By  1960  Sagan's  thesis. 
Physical  Studies  of  Planets. 
had  earned  him  a  doctorate  in 
astronomy  and  astrophysics 
and  he  moved  to  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  California  at  Berkeley, 
from  where  he  promptly  pub¬ 
lished  an  artide  in  Science 
proposing  a  scheme  far  mak¬ 
ing  the  planet  Venus  habitable 
to  human  beings.  After  mak¬ 
ing  a  theoretical  analysis  of  the 
planet's  atmosphere  and  sur¬ 
face  temperature  —  later  con¬ 
firmed  as  accurate  by  the 
Soviet  space  probe  —  Sagan 
suggested  seeding  the  upper 
atmosphere  of  Venus  with  a 
species  of  algae  which  would, 
over  time,  ate  orb  carbon  diox¬ 
ide  pnd  water  vapour  and 
replace  them  with  oxygen. 

This  scheme  was  somewhat 
at  variance  with  his  concern, 
expressed  a  year  previously, 
that  microbes  from  Earth, 
carried  into  space  by  rockets 
and  capsules,  might  contami¬ 
nate  the  surfaces  of  the  moon 
and  the  planets.  Such  contami¬ 


nation,  Sagan  claimed,  might 
destroy  valuable  scientific  evi¬ 
dence  about  the  development 
of  the  solar  system  and  die 
origins  of  life  on  Earth.  His 
pleas  were  taken  seriously  by 
both  die  United  States  and 
Soviet  Governments,  which 
began  to  take  steps  to  sterilise 
their  space  vehicles  before  the 
launch.  •  - 

In  1962  Sagan  took  time  off 
from  his  study  of  astronomy, 
taking  a  post  instead  as  Assis¬ 
tant  Professor  of  Genetics  at 
Stanford  University  School  of 
Medicine,  where  he  worked 
with  Joshua  Lederberg.  win¬ 
ner  of  the  1958  Nobel  Prize. 
There  he  set  out  to  prove  the 
idea  that  life  on  Earth  had 
originated  from  simple  inor¬ 
ganic  compounds  indigenous 
to  our  planet,  such  as  ammo¬ 
nia.  methane  and  water.  In 
laboratory  experiments  he 
produced  amino  adds  —  the 
building  blocks  of  proteins  — 
by  exposing  such  materials  to 
ultraviolet  light  and  shock 
waves.  It  was  thunder,  he 
concluded,  that  produced  most 
of  tiie  molecules  responsible 
for  the  origin  of  life  on  Earth 
some  4  billion,  years  ago. 

Sagan  moved  to  Harvard  in 
1963  to  become  Assistant  Pro-  • 
fessor  of  Astronomy  until  1968, 
when  he  found  his  academic 


home  as  Professor  of  Astrono¬ 
my  and  Space  Science  at 
Corneti 'University.  He  was 
becoming  increasingly  in¬ 
volved  in  the  practical  aspects 
of  space  exploration,  and  was 
hired  by  Nasa  to  lecture  the 
flight  crews  of  the  Apollo 
missions  to  the  moon.  Later  he 
was  responsible  for  the  inter¬ 
stellar  messages  carried  by 
Pioneer  and  Voyager  space¬ 
craft  and  was  a  member  of  the 
teams  controlling  the  inter¬ 
planetary  explorations  of  the 
unmanned  Mariner.  Viking 
and  Galileo  space  probes. 

Hie  possible  existence  of 
extraterrestrial  intelligence 
was  a  constant  faesdnation  to 
Sagan,  and  in  1971  he  was 
chairman  of  the  US  delegation 
to  the  joint  conference  of  the 
Soviet  and  American  Acade¬ 
mies  of  Science,  called  to  study 
the  possibility  of  communicat¬ 
ing  with  beings  from  outer 
space.  It  was  this  same  obses¬ 
sion  that  led  him  to  dabble 
with  the  phenomenon  of 
Unidentifed  Flying  Objects, 
editing  a  scientific  debate  on 
the  subject  in  1972. 

Although  he  remained  scep¬ 
tical  about  UFOs,  rating  them 
along  with  reincarnation,  al¬ 
chemy.  telepathy  and  Santa 
Claus  as  “ideas  which  are 
charming  if  true,”  Sagan  re¬ 


fused  to  join  those  who  rgere- 
ed  ourright  the  notion  of 
visitors  from  space.  “Scientists 
are  particularly  bound  to  keep 
•  open  minds,”  he  wrote.  “  This 
is  the  lifeblood  of  science ...  I 
believe  rhe  search  for  extrater¬ 
restrial  intelligence  to  be  an 
exceedingly  important  one 
both  for  science  and  society.  It 
is  difficult  to  think  of  a  more 
important  scientific  question. 
But  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
mosT  efficient  method  of  exam¬ 
ining  this  topic  is  via  the  UFD 
problem.  The  best  hope  for 
such  investigations  is  Nasa’s 
unmanned  planetary  pro¬ 
gramme  and  attempts  at  inter¬ 
stellar  radio  communication.” 

Though  politically  indepen¬ 
dent,  Sagan  showed  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  leaping  to  the  support 
of  causes,  invariably  liberal,  in 
which  he  believed,  in  the  light 
of  history,  his  judgment  was 
not  always  sound.  In  1983  he 
led  a  group  of  scientists  warn¬ 
ing  against  the  probability  of  a 
nuclear  winter  following  any 
major  nuclear  exchange  which 
could  wipe  out  all  life  on  Earth 
through  the  blotting  out  of 
sunlight.  The  thesis  gained 
worldwide  currency,  provid¬ 
ing  fine  ammunition  for  the 
Kremlin  at  the  height  of  the 
final  phase  of  the  Cold  War. 
though  subsequent  analysts 
showed  that  it  was  flawed.  In 
1986  he  inveighed  against  the 
Strategic  Defence  Initiative  — 
President  Reagan's  “Star 
Wars"  —  in  .  a  widely 
publicised  delate  with  Gener¬ 
al  James  Abrahamson,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  US  Government's 
Strategic  Defence  Initiative. 
His  judgment  was  at  least 
consistent:  later  the  same  year  , 
he  was  among  the  139  demon-  j 
strators  arrested  at  the  site  of 
an  underground  nuclear  test 
in  Nevada.  He  was  also  active 
in  the  civil  liberties  movement, 
and  in  education  for  the 
disadvantaged.  i 

Amid  all  this  activity,  while 
also  carrying  out  active  re¬ 
search  at  Cornell  and  appear¬ 
ing  as  a  guest  lecturer  at 
universities  around  the  world. 
Sagan  still  found  time  to  write 
and  publish  a  plethora  of 
books.  Most  of  his  17  works 
beginning  in  1961  with 
Atmospheres  of  Mars  and 
Venus  and  ending  in  1994  with 
Pale  Blue  Dot  dealt  with  one 
aspect  or  other  of  astronomy 
and  space  exploration,  but  he 
also  explored  the  origins  of  life 
in  Shadows  of  Forgotten  An¬ 
cestors  in  1992  and  the  dev¬ 
elopment  of  the  human  mind 
inThe  Dragons  of  Eden  (1977). 
His  one  novel  Contact  (19S5) 
was  based  on  the  search  for 
extraterrestrial  intelligence. 
“My  fondest  hope.”  Sagan 
wrote,  "is  that  it  will  be  made 
obsolete  by  the  pace  of  real 
scientific  discovery.’  He  was 
awarded  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for 
literature  in  1978  for  The 
Dragons  of  Eden:  Specula¬ 
tions  on  the  Evolution  of 
Human  Intelligence . 

Married  three  times.  Carl 
Sagan  is  survived  by  his  third 
wife,  Anne,  and  by  three  sons 
and  two  daughters. 


THE  RIGHT  REV  GERALD  MOVERLEY 
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The  Right  Rev  Gerald 
Moverley,  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of 
Haflam,  I9S0-96.  died  on 
December  15  aged  74*  He 
was  born  on  April  9, 1922. 

A  FAITHFUL  and. unassum¬ 
ing  pastoral  bishop,  Gerald 
Moverley  made  national  news 
only  once.  This  happened  in 
1976  when,  as  auxiliary  bishop 
of  Leeds,  he  refused  to  allow 
Mass  to  be  said  in  the  Wake¬ 
field  prison  cell  of  the  IRA 
hunger-striker.  Frank  Stagg. 

Stagg.  who  died  ten  days 
later,  was  by  then  too  weak  to 
make  his  way  to  the  prison 
chapel  and  the  bishop  was. 
therefore,  depriving  him  of  the 
sacrament  But  Moverley  did 
so  deliberately,  taking  the 
view  that  the  prisoner  was 
responsible  for  his  own  condi¬ 
tion  and.  anyway,  that  it  was 
morally  wrong  to  seek  to  bring 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  au¬ 
thorities  by  such  methods. 


TODAY 

BIRTHS:  Matfturin  Regnier, 
poet,  Chartres,  France,  1573: 
Jean  Racine.  dramatist  La 
ferte-Milon,  1639;  Leopold 
von  Ranke,  historian,  Wiehe. 
Germany.  1795;  Robert 
Moffat.  missionary. 
Ormiston.  East  Lothian.  I79& 
Sir  Joseph  Whitworth,  Bt 
mechanical  engineer.  Stock- 
port  1803:  Benjamin  Disraeli. 
1st  Earl  of  Beaconsfield,  Prime 
Minister  1868  and  1874-80. 
London.  1804;  Archibald 
Campbell  Tail,  Archbtshop  of 
Canterbury  1869-82,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  1811;  Joseph  Stalin, 
Soviet  leader.  Gori.  Georgia, 
1879:  Dame  Rebecca  West 
novelist  and  critic,  London, 
1891 

DEATHS:  Giovanni  Boccac¬ 
cio.  writer,  Certaldo.  Italy. 
1375;  Catherine  of  Braganza.. 
Queen  consort  of  Charles  II, 


It  says  something  for  die 
generally  robust  line  adopted 
by  the  Vatican  towards  the 
Provisional  IRA  that  only  four 
years  later-  Moverley  should 
have  been  appointed  to  a 
diocese  ofhis  own  — the  newly 
created  one  erf  Haflam,  based 
on  Sheffield  and  -covering 
south  Yorkshire,  parts  of  Der¬ 
byshire  and  Nottinghamshire. 
He  remained  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Haflam 
until  illness  forced  his  retire¬ 
ment  earlier  this  year,  the 
Pbpe  accepting  his  resignation 
only  last  July. 

Gerald  Moverley  was  a 
Yorkshireman  by  birth,  being 
born  in  Bradford,  the  eldest  of 
five  children.  He  was  educated 
at  various  local .  Catholic 
schools,  ending  up  al  St  Bede's 
Grammar  School,  Bradford, 
whence  he  went  to  test  his 
vocation  and  train  for  the 
priesthood  at  Ushaw  College, 
Durham.  He  was  ordained  in 
1946  and  seems  to  have  been 


instantly  spotted  as  a  high¬ 
flyer.  bring  recruited  at.  once 
as  private  •  secretary  to  the 
Bishop  of  Leeds,  Henry  John 
Foskitt,  by  whom  he  had  been 
ordained. 

There  then  followed  three 
years  at  die  Angelicum  Univ¬ 
ersity  in  Rome,  where  he  took 


Weekend  anniversaries 


Lisbon,  1705:  James  Parkin¬ 
son.  physician.  London,  1924; 
F.  Scott  Fitzgerald,  novelist 
Hollywood.  1940;  George  Pat¬ 
ton,  American  general  of  the  _ 
Second  World  War,  Heidel¬ 
berg,  Germany.  1945;  Gladys 
Ripley,  contralto.  Chichester. 
1955;  Lewis  Terman.  psycholo¬ 
gist,  Palo  Alto.  California, 
1956;  Eric  Coates,  composer, 
London,'  1957;  Sir  John  Pack) 
Hobbs,  cricketer.  Hove,  1963. 
The  Pilgrim  Fathers  landed  at 
Plymouth.  Massachusetts. 
1620. 

Robert  Liston  used  an  anaes¬ 
thetic  (ether)  for  the.  first  lime 
in  a  British  operation.  Univer¬ 
sity  College  Hospital,  London. 
1846. 

A  Pan  American  jumbo  jet 
blew  up  and  crashed  on  the 
Scottish  border .  town  of 
Lockerbie  killing  270  people, 
1988. 


TOMORROW 

BIRTHS:  Karl  Abel  compos¬ 
er,  Cothen.  Germany.  1725; 
John  Croroe.  landscape  paint¬ 
er,  Norwich,  1768:  Jean  Henri 
Fabre  naturalist.  St-Lfons, 
France,  1823:  Giacomo  Pucci¬ 
ni,  composer.  Lucca,  Italy, 
18®  Edwin  Arlington  Robin¬ 
son,  poet.  Head  Tide,  Maine, 
1869;  Edgar  Varese,  composer, 
Paris.  1883. 

DEATHS:  Due  de  Sully,  sol¬ 
dier  and  statesman,  vfllebon, 
France,  1641;  William  Hyde 
Wollaston,  physician.  London, 
1828;  Geoige  Eliot,  novelist, 
London.  1880;  Dwight  Moody, 
evangelist,  Northfidd,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  1899;  Baron  Richard 
von  Krafft-Ebing.  neuro-psy¬ 
chiatrist,  Graz,  1902;  Na¬ 
thanael  West  novelist,  El 
Cento,  California,  1940: 
Beatrix  Pbner,  children's  writ¬ 
er.  Sawrey,  Lancashire,  1943; 


a  doctorate  in  Canon  Law. 
This  enabled  him  to  become 
Chancellor  (or  chief  legal  offi¬ 
cial)  of  the  Leeds  diocese  in 
1957,  even  though  at  the  tinte 
he  had  never  run  a  parish.  His 
first  post  as  a  parish  priest 
was  at  St  Brigid’s,  Churwell. 
to  which  he  was  appointed  in 
I960,  and  it  also  proved  to  be 
his  last.  His  talents  had  long 
been  recognised  and  it  came 
as  no  surprise  whan  he  was 
named  auxiliary  bishop  of 
Leeds  in  1968. 

He  spent  12  years  in  Leeds 
as  assistant  to  Bishop  Gordon 
Wheeler  (like  his  more  cele¬ 
brated  contemporary.  Bishop 
Christopher  Butler,  a  Catholic 
convert  from  Anglicanism) 
and  during  that  time  won 
himself  a  respected  place  in 
the  life  of  the  city.  He  was  not, 
however,  fully  stretched  and 
his  appointment  to  his  own 
diocese  did  not  come  before 
time.  Haflam  certainly  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  a  challenge 


Harry  Langdon,  silent  film 
star.  California,  1944. 

Alfred  Dreyfus,  a  French 
army  officer,  was  imprisoned 
on  Devil’s  Island  on  a  charge 
of  espionage,  later  proved 
false.  1894. 

Willhdm  Rontgen  made  the 
first  radiograph  or  x-ray  of  his 
wife’s  hand,  1895. 

The  70mph  speed  limit  was 
introduced  in  Britain.  1965. 


and  he  lived  through  some 
tough  rimes  there  —  including 
the  bitterness  of  the  miners* 
strike  of  1984-85  and  the  1989 
Hillsborough  football  tragedy. 
But  he  soon  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  life  of  what  had 
come  to  feel  almost  an  embat¬ 
tled  community  and  his  quieL 
reflective  approach  won  him 
many  friends  (few  of  whom 
had  much  idea  of  the  intellec¬ 
tual  distinction  on  which  it 
was  based). 

Outside  his  diocese  he  found 
time  to  be  vice-president  of  the 
Church's  Commission  on  Jus¬ 
tice  and  Peace  and  president  of 
the  Canon  Law  Society,  as 
well  as  serving  as  consultant 
for  the  revision  of  The  Code  of 
Canon  Law  in  1983.  Yet  per¬ 
haps  the  outside  appointment 
that  gave  him  greatest  plea¬ 
sure  was  his  comparatively 
humble  membership  of  the 
Council  of  Sheffield  Univer¬ 
sity,  on  which  he  served  from 
1985  until  his  death. 


Vinos  Balickas.  former 
Lithuanian  Ambassador 
in  London,  died  on 
December  19  aged  92.  He 
was  born  on  May  II.  1904 

VINCAS  BAUCKAS.  the  last 
surviving  diplomat  appointed 
by  tiie  independent  prewar 
government  of  Lithuania,  kept 
the  flag  of  Baltic  defiance 
bravely  flying  through  more 
than  50  dark  years  of  Soviet 
occupation. 

Refusing  to  accept  Stalin'S 
incorporation  of  his  small 

stale  into  the  USSR,  the  man 
who  first  arrived  in  Britain  in 
193S  lived  to  see  ihe  fulfilment 
of  what  must  have  seemed  a 
futile  dream.  With  the  recreat¬ 
ion  of  an  independent  Lithua¬ 
nia  after  the  break-up  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991.  his 
obstinate  patriotism  was  tri¬ 
umphantly  recognised  when 
he  was  reappointed  at  the  age 
of  86  to  represent  his  country 
—  this  time  as  its  Ambassador. 

Throughout  the  Second 
World  \V3r  and  the  Cold  War 
that  followed,  ir  was  bis  pres¬ 
ence  in  London  as  much  as 
anything  thai  stiffened  Brit¬ 
ain’s  resolve  never  formally  to 
recognise  the  incorporation  of 
the  ihree  Baltic  states  into  the 
Soviet  Union.  A  proud,  hon¬ 
ourable  patriot.  Balickas  also 
came  to  be  the  personification 
of  Lithuania's  independent 
spirit  to  the  many  exiles  and 
refugees  who  had  fled  from 
Stalinist  oppression. 

Bom  in  Virbalis.  a  small 
town  in  southwestern  Lithua¬ 
nia,  Vincas  Balickas  anended 
the  Russian-language  prima¬ 
ry  school  there  (Lithuania  was 
pan  of  the  Russian  empire 
then),  learning  to  read  and 
write  Lithuanian  at  home.  He 
was  by  all  accounts  a  studious 
child  and  graduated  with  top 
marks  from  the  Lithuanian 
gymnasium  in  the  nearby 
town  of  Vilkaviskis. 

In  192b  he  was  sent  to  study 
commerce,  considered  to  be  of 
first  importance  in  the  regen¬ 
eration  of  a  newly  indepen¬ 
dent  Lithuania,  in  Vienna. 
After  completing  his  studies 


there,  he  worked  in  the  infor¬ 
mation  and  statistics  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 
1929-31.  His  work  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  Foreign  Minis¬ 
try  and  he  was  invited  to  head 
up  the  economics  and  com¬ 
mercial  section  of  ELTA.  the 
official  Lithuanian  news  asen- 
cy.  of  which  he  served  as 
director  for  a  year.  In  1935  he 
was  appointed  deputy  director 
of  the  economics  department 
of  the  Foreign  Ministry. 

He  came  to  London  in  I93S. 
one  year  before  the  Molorov- 
Ribtwntrop  Pact  which  was  to 
seal  the  fate  of  the  Baltic  states 
for  the  next  five  decades,  to 
work  as  commercial  counsel¬ 
lor  at  the  Lithuanian  Legation. 
His  knowledge  and  experience 
of  commerce  was  to  prove 
instrumental  in  deepening  the 
increasingly  important  trad¬ 
ing  links  between  Lithuania 
and  Britain. 

The  posi  of  commercial 
counsellor  at  the  Lithuanian 
Legation  in  London  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  particularly  im¬ 
portant.  Balickas  was 
certainly  to  prove  to  be  up  to 
the  job.  Unfortunately,  the 
occupation  of  Lithuania  first 
by  the  Soviets  in  1940.  then  by 
Nazi  Germany  the  following 
year,  and  again  by  the  Soviets 
in  19+4,  meant  that  Lithuania 
was  to  lose  its  independence 
and  cease  to  be  a  trading 
country  in  its  own  right  for  the 
□ext  five  decades. 


From  1940  to  1967  he 
worked  in  ihe  capacity  of 
counsellor  under  Brunius 
Baluris,  the  envoy  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  minister  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  Great  Britain  and  The 
Netherlands.  In  the  immedi¬ 
ate  postwar  years  the  legation 
was  kept  busy  with  looking 
after  the  welfare  of  the  newly 
arrived  political  refugees  coni¬ 
ine  mainly  from  Displaced 
Persons  camps  in  Germany. 
They  were  able  lo  issue  pass¬ 
ports  which  continued  io  be 
recognised  by  many  countries 
ihroughl  ihe  world.  After 
Baiuns'*,  death  in  19b7,  he 
became  Charge  d’Affaires. 
which  position  he  was  to  hold 
until  his  appointment  as  Am¬ 
bassador  of  the  new  Lithua¬ 
nian  Government  under  Pres¬ 
ident  Landsbergis. 

In  spile  of  lucrative  teaching 
posts  offered  to  him  in  the 
United  States.  Balickas  felt  it 
his  duty  to  stay  on  in  his  post 
as  the  only  representative  of 
his  country  in  Britain.  Nor  did 
old  age  ever  dim  his  dedica¬ 
tion.  On  his  retirement  as 
Ambassador  in  1993  —  after  55 
years  of  service  to  Lithuania  in 
Britain  —  his  wealth  of  experi¬ 
ence  continued  to  be  drawn 
upon  in  his  capacity  as  honor¬ 
ary  counsellor. 

"Balickas  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Stefanija  whom  he  mar¬ 
ried  in  1932  and  by  a  daughter 
and  son.  Another  daughter 
predeceased  him. 


NORMAN  HACKFORTH 


Norman  Hackforth, 
broadcaster,  died  on 

December  14  aged  87.  He 
was  born  on  December 
2fr 1908. 

FDR  almost  thirty  years  Nor¬ 
man  Hackforth  was  one  of  the 
more  unlikely  celebrities  in 
British  broadcasting.  As  rhe 
“mysieiy  voice"  on  the  popu¬ 
lar  radio  game  show  Twenty 
Questions,  he  revealed  to  lis¬ 
teners  the  names  of  the  objects 
whose  identity  the  resident 
panel  then  had  to  guess.  The 
programme  made  a  popular 
eatchphrase  of  the  words  “And 
the  next  object  is . . uttered 
by  Hackforth  with  vivid  theat¬ 
ricality  in  a  voice  that  blended 
"the  surreptitious  and  the 
trustworthy,  the  sinister  and 
the  confiding,  the  mystic  and 
the  humane"  {or  so  Harold 
Nicolson  said).  After  19  years 
of  introducing  the  objects,  he 
himself  was  introduced  on  to 
the  panel,  replacing  Richard 
Dinibleby  when  he  became  ill 
in  1965  and  going  on  to  serve 
for  almost  a  decade. 

Hackforth  enjoyed  Twenty 
Questions  and  the  curious 
fame  it  brought  him.  and  he 
used  his  eatchphrase  as  the 
title  for  the  autobiography  he 
published  in  1975.  Bur  he 
would  probably  have  pre¬ 
ferred  to  be  remembered  for 
his  work  as  a  musician,  in 
which  capacity  he  provided 
piano  accompaniment  for 
some  of  the  leading  popular 
performers  of  the  day.  and 
played  an  important  —  if 
largely  unrecognised — part  in 
Noel  Coward’s  postwar  caba¬ 
ret  success.  He  also  served  as 
the  first  music  director  of 
.Anglia  Television. 

Norman  Hackforth  was 
bom  in  India,  the  son  of  a 
railway  engineer.  Sent  to  Eng¬ 
land  at  the  age  of  six.  he  was 
brought  up  by  four  aunts  and 
did  not  see  his  parents  again 
until  he  was  12  Education  at 
Aidenham  School  was  fol¬ 


lowed  by  musical  studies,  then 
by  a  job  in  a  Soho  nightclub, 
playing  the  piano  for  £7  a 
week. 

In  the  years  between  the 
wars.  Hackforth  worked  in 
dubs  and  in  the  music  halls, 
appearing  with  the  Whisper¬ 
ing  Lunatics  at  the  London 
Pavilion,  and  accompanying 
Fanny  Ward  (the  suggestively 
clad  “Flapper  Granny")  as  she 
titillated  the  patrons  of  the 
Willesden  Empire.  He  also 
enjoyed  some  success  as  a 
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songwriler.  his  EVry  Little 
Thing!  Do  providing  a  hit  for 
Jack  Smith,  the  "Whispering 
Baritone”.  Rim  work  —  on 
two  shorts  {.4  Song  or  Two  and 
Musical  Moments,  both  192^) 
and  a  full-length  feature 
(Eigftr  Cylinder  Love,  1934)  — 
followed’  his  participation  in 
John  Logie  Baird’s  early  tele¬ 
vision  experiments:  and  his 
voice  was  put  to  commercial 
use  in  advertisements  for 
Allison’s  bread  and  Woodbine 
cigarettes. 

When  the  Second  World 
War  broke  out  Hackforth  tried 
to  volunteer  for  the  RAF.  but 
was  rejected  on  medical 
grounds.  Instead  lie  joined 
Ensa.  entertaining  the  troops 
in  France  before  Dunkirk  and 
performing  in  Lebanon’  with 


Josephine  Baker.  He  went  on 
to  accompany  Noel  Coward 
on  tours  to  South  Africa  and 
the  Far  East,  beginning  a 
collaboration  that  was  to  last 
until  the  mid-1950s.  After  the 
war,  he  accompanied  Beatrice 
Lillie  in  cabaret  ax  the  re¬ 
opening  of  the  bombed-out 
Cafe  Ue  Paris  and  collaborated 
with  Coward  on  the  shows  he 
gave  at  the  same  venue. 

Hackforth  always  insisted 
that  he  and  Coward  had 
worked  together  “very  ami¬ 
ably":  but  “the  Master" 
seemed  reluctant  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  his  debt  to  his  musical 
collaborator,  and  remarks  he 
made  about  him  in  his  diaries, 
subsequently  published,  were 
sometimes  uncomplimentary. 
Hackforth ’s  1947  revue.  Be¬ 
tween  Ourselves,  was 
described  by  Coward  as  “aw¬ 
ful.  a  couple  of  good  ideas 
bungled  and  a  cast  of  repellent 
unattTacti  veness". 

It  was  after  the  failure  of 
that  revue  that  Hackforth  was 
recruited  for  Twenty  Ques¬ 
tions  by  the  producer  Clcland 
Finn,  whom  he  had  met  in 
South  Africa  with  Coward. 
The  programme  was  to  be¬ 
come  a  hugely  popular  British 
institution,  and  by  the  rime 
Hackforth  was  dropped  from 
it  in  1975,  some  90.000  myste¬ 
rious  objects  had  been  puzzled 
over  by  the  panel,  with  well 
over  a  million  questions  (“Ani¬ 
mal.  vegetable  or  mineral?! 
being  asked  in  the  quest  to 
identify  them  all. 

Hackforth  did  not  allow  the 
bitterness  he  felt  at  being 
replaced  (by  Brian  Johnston) 
after  almost  thirty  years  on 
Twenty  Questions  "to  affect  the 
tone  of  the  cheerful  volume  of 
memoirs  he  published  after  he 
left  the  programme:  nor  was  it 
evident  in  the  biography  he 
wTote  of  Kenneth  Horne,  a 
former  chairman  of  the  panel, 
in  197b. 

His  wife  Pamela,  whom  he 
married  in  1949.  died  last  year. 


Latest  wills 


Bessie  Compton,  of 
Haslingden,  Rossendale.  Lan¬ 
cashire,  left  estate  valued  at 
£822714  net. 

she  left  L5.000  to  Church  of 
Emmanuel  Holcombe  £500  each  to 
Parish  of  Emmanuel  Holcombe  to 
be  spent  in  connection  with  canon 
Lewis  Haft.  British  Red  Cross. 
RSPCa;  £250  10  North  West  Riding 
Association  for  the  Hand 
tzoo  m  Manchester  and 
Home  for  Lost  Dogs- 


“MADAME  POMPADOUR.” 

MISS  EVELYN  [AYE’S  SUCCESS 

Musical  comedy  seem*  temporarily  ro  have 
reverted  from  the"  hysterical  to  the  historical. 
A  little  while  ago  we  ford  a  musics/  pfcue 
woven  around  ihe  life  and  loves  of  the 
Empress  Catherine.  Al  Daly’s  Theatre  last 
night  we  had  another,  dealing  with  the  career 
uf  Mme.  Pompadour.  The  former  disiil  with 
its  heroine  in  so  kindly  a  way  that  it  mighi 
well  have  beat  called  The  Whitewashing  of 
Catherine,  but  ihe  re  was  no  whitewashing 
last  night. 

We  were  shown  a  Pompadour  who  was  a 
distinctly  naughty  young  lad)’,  but  Miss 
Evelyn  Lays,  who  played  the  part,  while 
revelling  in  its  naughtiness  managed  to 
suggest  not  only  the  charm  which  is  essential 
lo  the  success  of  the  perfect  “vampire."  hut  the 
cleverness  which  is  just  as  essential  lor  her 
ucuarionai  etfricafiort  from  the  deep  waters 
into  which  her  proclivities  led  lier.  Eventually 
she  had  to  reveal  a  little  sentiment  of  a 
domestic  kind,  which  struck  the  first  jarring 
note  in  the  portrayal  of  the  character.  We  are 
sure  that  Pompadour  would  never  have  given 
up  a  potential  lover  just  because  he  was  her 
sister's  h  us  hand,  and  this  is  what  she  was 
made  to  do  last  night 

.  Miss  Laye  certainly  made  the  mast  of  a 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  21, 1923 


Evelyn  Love,  who  died  this  year  at  rhe  age  of 
QS.  was  on  the  London  stage  by  the  time  she 
wns  lb  and/or  many years  was  rhe  darling  of 
theatregoers  appearing  in  such  musical 
shows  as  The  Shop  Girl.  Lilac  Time  and  The 
New  Moon. 

great  chance.  Her  singing  of  a  long  and 
occasionally  difficult  part  was  always  ad¬ 
mire  hie.  and  her  acting,  with  the  exception  or 
a  rather  irritating  giggle,  was  consistently 
good.  She  did  really  suggest  the  bcaulifui, 
brilliant,  and  unscrupulous  Favourite  who  ■ 
made  such  use  of  her  talents,  and  it  was  an 
unexpected  pleasure  to  have  for  ihe  leading 
character  in  a  musical  pieir  one  which,  wen 
after  being"put  lo  music”,  did  not  seem  lo  lose 
many  of  its  human  qualities.  Madame 
Pompadour  is  certainly  put  to  many  trials, 
for.  when  travelling  incognito  {for  no  very- 
good  purpose,  it  is  in  he  wageredj.  she  first 


hears  the  frank  opinion  of  Ihe  proletariat 
about  her  character,  and  then  falls  in  love 
with  an  amorous  young  gentleman  whom  she 
enrols  in  her  bJvguard  nf  soldiers,  in  order 
that  he  may  always  he  near  her.  This  is  the 
man  whom  she  afterwards  renounces  because 
he  is  her  sister's  husband,  and  before  he  is 
renounced  he  causes  u  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
the  breast  of  King  Louis  and  others  at  oourt. 
Mr.  Derek  Oldham  makes  a  manly  and 
sympathetic  figure  of  the  Inver  He.  nu  has 
many  wrings  to  sing,  and  sings  them  excellently. 

Mr.  Bertram  Wallis  as  the  King  is  a  thought 
too  dignified  for  that  vacillating  monarch,  but 
vacillates  convincingly  enough,  in  spile  of 
that.  Mr  Huntley  Wright  manages  to  extract  a 
great  deal  of  humour  out  of  the  port  of  a  kind 
of  village  "Grin poire",  who  insults  Pom¬ 
padour  only  to  benefit  by  her  favours,  and 
Mr.  Leonard  Mackay  is  sufficiently  "heavy 
as  one  of  those  foolish  chiefs  of  pnlir*  who 
make  the  lut  uf  the  hero  on  the  stage  such  a 
phrasing  one.  Mr.  Leo  Fall's  music  is  always 
tuneful  and  occasionally  more  titan  that,  and 
the  “book"  is  well  rendered  into  English  by 
Mr.  Frederick  Lonsdale  and  Mr.  Harry 
Graham. 

The  pitas  had  un  enthusiastic  reception, 
and  the  audience  obtained  its  way  and 
prevailed  on  Miss  Laye  to  say  a  few  words. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21 1996 


Bail  bid  in  ‘road  rage’  murder  case 

■  A  judge  will  be  asked  on  Monday  to  free  Trade  Andrews  who 
is  charged  with  the  murder  of  her  fiance.  Magistrates  were  told 
that  she  stabbed  Lee  Harvey  37  times  and  then  lied  that  he  had 
been  the  victim  of  a  “road  rage”  attack. 

Details  of  the  case  emerged  after  her  solicitor  took  the  unusual 
step  of  asking  for  reporting  restrictions  to  be  lifted. . Page  1 

Probation  for  woman  guilty  of  infanticide 

■  Emma  Gifford,  the  daughter  of  a  retired  chief  executive  of  the 

Rank  Organisation  who  killed  her  newborn  son  after  giving 
birth  alone  and  in  secret  in  her  Kensington  flat  was  put  on 
probation  yesterday  after  pleading  guilty  to  infanticide.  She 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  trying  to  conceal  the  birth— . Pages  1, 5 


Freeman  tipped 

Roger  Freeman,  the  minister 
charged  with  sorting  out  the  beef 
crisis,  is  the  leading  contender  to 
take  over  organisation  of  the  mil¬ 
lennium  exhibition _ Page  1 

James  and  Alice  top 

James  has  usurped  Thomas.  Alice 
is  top  while  Charlotte's  star  has 
fallen  in  this  year's  Times  survey 
of  the  most  popular  names  for 
children — . . Page  1 

Fish  quota  retained 

Tony  Baldiy.  die  Fisheries  Minis¬ 
ter,  has  claimed  victory  in  a  deal  in 
Brussels  that  will  keep  Britain's 
fish  quotas  at  19%  levels...  Page  2 

High-heel  case  falls 

A  mother  jailed  for  attacking  her 
husband’s  mistress  with  a  stiletto 
heeled  shoe  lias  been  freed  Page  3 

Miracle  baby 

At  the  age  of  15  months.  Beth  Nee 
is  a  picture  of  health  and  happi¬ 
ness.  Yet  it  is  something  or  a  mir¬ 
acle  that  she  is  alive. . .  Page  4 


Milkman  questioned 

A  milkman  given  three  life  sen¬ 
tences  for  knife  attacks  on  two 
women  is  to  be  questioned  by  de¬ 
tectives  about  the  murder  of  a 
teenage  schoolgirl Page  7 

No  faith  in  schools 

Leading  Roman  Catholic  indepen¬ 
dent  schools  are  calling  for  greater 
support  from  parents  and  bishops 
as  increasing  numbers  of  wealthy 
Catholics  send  their  children  to 
other  public  schools . Page  9 

Hostage  deadline 

Guerrillas  holding  over  400  hos¬ 
tages  in  Peru  have  told  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  they  will  start  killing 
their  captives  unless  their  de¬ 
mands  are  met  today. _ Page  12 

Yeltsin  returns 

President  Yeltsin  says  he  will  be 
bade  at  his  office  in  the  Kremlin  on 
Monday  morning  and  plans  a 
busy  schedule  to  make  up  for  his 
six-month  absence  due  to  ill¬ 
ness  - - Page  13 


Santa  plea  lost  in  the  post  for  85  years 

■  A  letter  that  Santa  Claus  never  received  has  fluttered  down 
the  chimney  of  a  cottage  85  years  after  it  was  “posted’'  there  by 
nine-year-old  Mabel  Higgs.  On  December  8,  1911,  she  wrote 
asking  Santa  to  “remember  the  very  poor  children  in  the  slums" 
and  for  a  story  book  and  a  box  of  chocolates . Page  6 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,357 

<iT*  R  F  fltr  A  lirn*tet*  edition,  1970  vintage  bottle  of  Aberlour 
K  W  ^  single  malt  wh  isky. .  the  only  malt  whisky  to  have  twice 

P  .«■—  won  the  prestigious  Cold  Medal  and  Pot  Still  Trophy 

at  the  international  Wine  &  Spirit  Competition ,  will 
be  given  for  the  first  five  correct  solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries 
should  be  addressed  to:  The  Times.  Saturday  Crossword  Competition.  PO 
Bax 486.  Virginia  Street.  London  El  9DD.  The  winners  and  solution  mil 
be  published  next  Saturday. 

Name/ Address . . . . . . . . . 


ACROSS 

I  Marvellous  Scot'S  left  political 
group  (7). 

5  Girl  pul  on  coat  for  play  (7). 

9  A  girl  they  maltreated  for  so  very 

(MI- 

10  Discover  there  isn't  a  feast  (5). 

11  Uninvolved  in  a  hoax  that  back¬ 
fires  (5). 

12  It's  a  small  world!  (9). 

14  Horror  film  review  is  a  study  in 
the  mind’s  depths  (14). 

17  A  look  at  life  unaffected  by  past 
record  (7.7). 

21  Naturally  retching  fine  for  going 
in  wrong  direction  (3.6). 

23  Ruddy  cheeky  stuff  as  girl’s  first 
grabbed  by  lecher  (5). 

24  In  delight,  bishop  gives  land  to 
dergy  (5). 

25  Woman  will  support  oki  sailor 

(9L 

26  Toddler’s  beginning  to  walk  on 
short  kgs?  Nonsense!  (7). 

27  Historian  has  been  upset  by  a 
trifle  (7). 


Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,351 
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DOWN 

1  Peasant  died  —  whal  a  shame!  (6). 

2  Plant  showing  insect  damage  (7). 

3  Mechanic  and  I  refit  car  that’s 
been  damaged  (9). 

4  Forcibly  crash  bread  in  vessel 

<N). 

5  FonxfuQy  beat  up  and  disfigure  (3). 

6  French  chemist  said  nothing,  a 
strange  person  (5). 

7  I've  no  problem  —  useless  being 
discontented  (7). 

8  Level  of  standards  dropped  in 
some  respect  (4-4). 

13  Prison  and  hard  labour,  possibly? 

(11). 

15  Eventually  team-mate  gets  on 
side  (9). 

16  Unlike  Blakeney.  you  heard  shot¬ 
gun  going  off  (8). 

JS  Material  for  over-rich  cheese  (7). 

19  Crowd’s  murmuring  for  food  (7). 

20  Hdi,  the  French  do  interrupt 
ruddy  (6). 

22  You’D  find  her  in  high  spirits  (5). 

25  Woman  is  separated  from  child¬ 
ren  (3). 


Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20356 
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Cheltenham:  J  C  Hearn.  Crouch 


MAGA^IME 

Christmas  quiz.- P*ge  22 

Panto  season - PageS 

Easy  listening .....  Page  19 

Fashion - Page  30 

Food  and  drink  _  Page  35 

Weekend 

Away  hi  a  manger:  How 
animals  fare — Pages 


IB 

A 


gasmarktres) 


Christmas  Turkeys  (Qtun ttuorhonee  gasmarktres) 

These  birds  emit  an  increasingly  shrill  “jgobbledegook”  whilst 
being  prepared  for  an  election  roasting'.  -Not  trassworthy. 


Crossword:  Win  a  bottle 

of  champagne. - Page  4 

Sales:  The  best  bar- 
gians .... _ Pages  8, 9 


The  Simpsons  get  festive 
Tha  Procfigy:  best  video 

Boxing  Day  at  the  box 


No  Elgin,  no  Marbles:  The 
Parthenon  was  die  symbol  of 
one  very  unpopular  Greek 
city.  The  disputed  works  were 
one  small  part  of  the  Parth¬ 
enon  - Page  16 

John  Redwood  on  the  euro; 
Prince  of  Wales’s  views  on 
Islam . . Page  17 


Simon  Jenkins;  Evita  Rerun 
was  the  secular  saint  of  the 
century,  now  reincarnated  by 
the  anti-saint.  Mad¬ 
onna _ Page  16 

[^QglTUAmES-vi 

Carl  Sagan,  astronomer  and 
author;  Vincas  Balicfcas,  far¬ 
mer  Lithuanian  Ambassador 
in  London - Page  19 


Morgan  Grenfell:  The  fund 
manager  finally  unveiled  its 
£200  million-plus  compensa¬ 
tion  package  for  more  than 
90,000  investors . Page  21 

LLoyd’s:  Lloyd's  of  London 
apologised  again  for  setbacks 
to  its  settlement  plan,  as  a 
name  turned  to  the  courts  in 
an  attempt  to  force  pay¬ 
ment _ _  Page  21 


Zimbabwe  Test:  101  not  out 
from  Nasser  Hussain  helped 

England  to  306 _ Page  40 

Footbath  Stuart  Pearce  is 
Nottingham  Forest’s  caretak¬ 
er  manager  — . Page  40 


mm 
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Santa’s  sack  is  empty.  There 
are  no  Porsche  Boxters  or 
Mercedes  SLKs  in  Britain 


No  Mg  threat  This  week, 
Richard  Morrison  writes, 
Jeremy  Irons  threatened 
to  leave  the  country  if  his 
new  film.  Lolita,  is  cen¬ 
sored.  Oh  dear _ Page  15 

iconesque:  Ani  D  [Franco 
confirmed  her  status  as  a 
tough  folk  singer  and  ris¬ 
ing  lesbian  icon,  with  a 
London  gig - Page  15 


Xmas  box:  Guide  to  all  the 
best  films  and  highlights 
of  ail  the  other  smaD- 
screen  entertainment  up  to 
the  end  of  foe  year 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
UK  Weather-  AS  regions  0336444910 


UK  Reads  -  M  regions  0336401  410 
W*HJ5  0330401  744 

M25  and  link  Roxb  0330401  747 

Nanoml  Motoowj*  0330  401748 

Gononerrel  Europe  0330  401  910 

Channel  era***  0330  401  388 

Muaahg  co  Hwilnw 

«  Gaomdc  abpons  0330  407  SOS 

Weather  by  Fax  sb. 

Did  0320  Mewed  by  re  maifam  bumyo a  fa 
Wbc  Country  410  314  Seated  410  340 
VWto  414  33 S  KhM  410 141 
Kdbndt  416  330  London  410  343 
CanAji^ti  410  337  HaOa^btdSst 


&nAr*b 

MVtet 

N-6**c 


414  33 S 
416  330 
416  337 
410  338 
416  339 


World  City  Weather  &n-*fc«2» 

153  destinations  world  wide 
41  day  iQf^csSC 

fayPItoaedal  0336411210 

by  Fax  (Index page)  0330416333 

Motoring 

Europe  Country  by  Country  0336  401  88S 
European  Cud  emo  0330  401880 

French  Motorways  0330  401887 

Seaport  Marraricn  0336  40  i  882 

Diowybnd  Park  0336401409 

La  Sank  0330  401  89S 


□  General:  the  South  will  be  over¬ 
cast  with  further  ran  or  drizzle,  with 
sleet  in  places  and  snow  over  hills  and 
Downs,  although  amounts  should 
generally  be  negligible.  Brighter,  drier 
weather  in  the  North  may  not  reach 


windy. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
be  bright  with  sunny  intervals.  Many 
places  dry  but  in  the  east  doudier 
conditions  will  produce  wintry  show¬ 
ers.  It  will  be  cold  but  winds  wdl  be 
light 

□  London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England,  SW  England,  S  Wales: 

cloudy.  Rain  or  drizzle,  sleet  or  snow 
on  Nils,  slowly  clearing  from  north. 
Winds  fresh  or  strong  easterly.  Cold. 
Max  5C  (41 F). 

□  E  Anglia,  E  England,  NE  Eng¬ 
land:  rather  doudy.  coastal  showers, 
sled  or  snow  flurries  inland.  Wind 


fresh  or  strong  easterly.  Cold.  Max  4C 
(39F). 

□  Midlands,  N  Wales,  NW  Eng¬ 
land,  Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man, 
Central  N  England,  SW  Scotland, 
GJasoow.  Centred  Highlands,  Ar- 


or  sunny  intervals.  Mainly  dry.  Winds 
moderate  easterly.  Cola.  Max  5C 
(41 F). 

□  Channel  Isles:  overcast,  rain  or 
drizzle  at  times,  dull.  Wind  strong  to 
gale  easterly.  Cold.  Max  7C  (45 F). 

□  Borders,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Moray  Firth,  NE  Scot¬ 
land,  Orkney,  Shetland:  rather 
cloudy,  coastal  showers,  sleet  or 
snow  flurries  inlaid.  Wind  tight  or 
moderate  easterly.  Cold.  Max  4C 
(39F). 

□  Outlook:  most  places  dry  and 
bright,  wintry  showers  In  East,  doudy 
in  South  WesL 


i AA\  Car  reports  by  fax 

new  and  usd  car  repora  from 
deMnawoirngn  0330410399 
DU  irorayair  bxhmdKe. 
you  ha*  co  xi  co  poM  ncm  mode 


Bob  N  fa*  lamp*  KH  W 
Call  «r»  charged  xt  45p  per  means  cheap  rate. 
Sapper  mua sal  odar  times. 


□  BOS  am 

Moon  sots 
4.10  am 

FVB  moon  Oacamber  S4 

London  3  54  pm  to  8  05  am 
Bristol  4  Ot  pm  to  8  U  am 
EcSnbugh  3  40  pm  to  B  43  am 
Manchester  3  51  pm  to  8  J4  an 
Pensmce  4  22  pm  to  8 19  am 


□ 


TOMORROW 
Amities;  Sunsets 

805am  354pm 

Moon  sets  Moon  ran 


5.16  am 

Ful  moon  December  24 
London  254  pm  to  8  05  am 
Bristol  4  04  pm  to  S 14  an 
Edinburgh  3  40  pm  to  8  43  am 
Manchester  252  pm  to  824  am 
Penzance  4  23  pm  10  820  sn 
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,  and  John  Harris,  chief  executive,  yesterday  celebrating  the  flooring  company's 
■  cent  and  sales  op  18  per  cent  Staff  numbers  have  increased  by  9  per  cent  to  440 


Bid  deadline  extended 


in 


Northern 


By  Christine  Buckley 
INDUSTRIAL-  --  _• 

.  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  FATE  of  Northern 
Electric  bung  in  the  balance 
last  night  ana-  an  lltb-hour 
extension  of  fee  announce¬ 
ment  of  aooeptances  Jbr  CE 
Electric's  hostile  hid.- 
The  delayed  conclusion  to 
the  hard-fought  and  often 
controversial  E7S2  million  bid 
battle  underlined  the  doseness 
of  the  struggle.  Right  up  to  fee 
deadline  for  acceptances  at 
lpm,  it  had  been  dear  that 
investors  were  tom  over  fee 
value  of  CE  Electrics  bid. 

Advisers  blamed  some  of 
the  delay  on  glitches  in  Crest, 
the  paperless  share-trading 


system  which  is  dealing  with 
its  first  bkL  Counting  by  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland,  fee  regis¬ 
trars,  was  going  on  late  into 
the  night  with  a  cut-off  point 
set  for  jnidnight  The  Take¬ 
over  Panel  approved  the  delay. 

While  acceptances  would 
have  drifted  in  throughout  fee 
offer  period  fee  institutional 
investors  would  have  waited 
untfl  fee  last  moment  in  case  a 
white  knight  bidder  appeared. 

On  Northern’s  side  in  otic  of 
fee  toughest  battles  in  recent 
takeover  history  has  been  the 
public  support  of  three  major 
institutions  —  Prudential,  fee 
largest  shareholder,  who  de¬ 
clared  that  the  bid  underval¬ 
ued  Northern,  Foreign  & 
Colonial  and  M  &  G. 


On  top  of  that  Northern  is 
thought  to  have  been  able  to 
rely  on  substantial  support 
from  small  shareholders,  who  . 
own  about  17  per  cent  of  the 
company.  Northern  Electric’s 
small  shareholder  group  en¬ 
dorsed  the  rejection  of  the 
650p-a-share  offer  and  object¬ 
ed  to  CE  Electric’s  tactic  of 
ringing  individual sharehold¬ 
ers  at  home. 

Nprthem  first  rebuffed  CE 
Electric  last  month,  although 
the  two  sides  had  held  talks 
about  a  takeover.  The  regional  * 
electricity  company,  one  of  fee 
last  five  independents,  com¬ 
plained  that  a  first  offer  of 
630p  a  share  was  too  low  and 
said  it  had  been  willing  to 
enter  full  negotiations  at  the  E7 


a  share  mark.  CE  Electric,  the 
US  grouping  led'  by  Cai- 
Energy,  increased  its  offer 
saying  that  it-  had  kept  an 
amount  in  reserve  to  win  over 
Northern's  board. 

Doubts  about  a  referral -to 
fee  Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission  were  also  over¬ 
come  when  CalEnergy,  which 
is  junk-rated  for  investment  in 
the  US,  was  able  to  offer 
sufficient  assurances  to  the 
regulator  to  secure  his  bless¬ 
ing  for  fee  bid. 

CE  Electric’s  swoop  on 
Northern  is  part  of  a  wave  of 
interest  in  UK  electricity  com¬ 
panies  by  US  utilities.  Two  of 
fee  four  other  independents 
have  agreed  US  bids  and  three 
other  regional  electricity  busi¬ 


nesses  have  been  bought  by 
US  companies. 

It  is  the  second  time  North¬ 
ern  has  faced  a  hostile  bid. 
Last  year  it  mounted  a  £550 
million  defence  against  Trafal¬ 
gar  House  (since  bought  by 
Kvaemer).  Northern’s  defence 
then  was  a  bumper  sharehold¬ 
er  giveaway,  which  came  just 
weeks  after  the  regulator  had 
delivered  a  pricing  review 
intended  to  clamp  down  on 
electricity  prices. 

Northern’s  defence  this  time 
revolved  around  a  17  per  cent 
jump  in  the  dividend  for  1998, 
reductions  in  gearing  and 
likely  joint  ventures.  It  has 
also  increased  dividends. 

Tempus,  page  24 


Morgan 
Grenfell 
moves  to 
end  trust 
scandal 

By  Robert  Miller 

BANKING  CORRESPONDENT 

MORGAN  GRENFELL,  the 
troubled  fund  manager,  yes¬ 
terday  finally  unveiled  its  £200 
million-plus  compensation 
package  for  more  than  90,000 
investors  in  three  of  its  Euro¬ 
pean  funds. 

After  detailed  and  complex 
negotiations  wife  external  ac¬ 
countants.  legal  counsel  and 
Imro.  the  watchdog  for  fund 
managers,  Morgan  Grenfell 
said  it  had  been  agreed  that 
“anyone  who  was  invested  in 
the  funds  at  any  time  between 
August  1, 1995  and  September 
5.  1996  will  be  considered  for 
compensation,  whether  or  not 
they  continue  to  hold  those 
investments".  Investors  will 
receive  the  compensation  by 
the  end  of  next  April. 

Dealings  in  Morgan  Gren¬ 
fell's  Europa.  European 
Growth  and  European  Capi¬ 
tal  Growth  hinds  were  sus¬ 
pended  on  September  2  after 
irregularities  where  found  in 
the  trusts'  portfolios.  Many  of 
the  investments  held  were  in 
highly  illiquid  and  unquoted 
shares  in  breach  of  City  rules. 
Deutsche  Bank,  Morgan 
Grenfell’S  parent,  purchased 
£180  million  of  these  securities 
as  a  first  step  to  clearing  up 
one  of  the  biggest  scandals  to 
hit  the  unit  trust  industry. 

At  the  time  of  the  suspen¬ 
sion  some  £1.4  billion  was 
invested  in  the  three  funds  but 
since  dealings  resumed  on 
September  5  some  £400  mil¬ 
lion  has  teen  withdrawn. 
Peter  Young,  the  fund  manag¬ 
er  of  two  of  fee  crusts,  was 
dismissed  for  “gross  miscon¬ 
duct"  and  is  the  subject  of  a 
continuing  Serious  Fraud  Of¬ 
fice  investigation. 

The  August  1995  start  date 
for  the  compensation  was 
fixed  because  that  is  when  . 
Morgan  Grenfell  believes  that  1 
Mr  Young  began  to  establish  a 
complicated  web  of  Luxem¬ 
bourg  companies. 


Cash  or  units,  page  25 
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Equities  capture 
the  festive  spirit 

By  Michael  Clark,  stock  market  correspondent 
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CHRISTMAS  came  early  for 
investors  on  the  London  stock 
market  as  share  prices  soared 
to  their  highest  levels  yet 

The  FT-SE  100  index  of 
leading  shares  reached  4,100 
for  the  first  time  before  seeing 
earlier  gains  halved.  Even  so, 
it  ended  263  up  at  a  record 
dosing  high  of  4,077.6.  a  rise 
on  the  week  of  105  points. 

It  followed  a  breathtaking 
performance  overnight  on  Wall 
Street  where  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  soared  136 
points,  its  biggest  one-day  rise 
for  nine  years.  In  earty  trading 
last  night  -Wall  Sheet  kept  up 
fee  pace  wife  a  rise  of  75  points 
before  fee  Dow  feB  back  to 
reduce  the  lead  to  3L1  at 
6,504.78. 

The  London  market  this  week 
has  been  fuelled  by  a  series  of 


corporate  bids,  including  an 
agreed  offer  for  London  Elec¬ 
tricity.  and  some  year-end 
window  dressing  by  the  big 
City  institutions  who  have 
been  squaring  up  their  bode 
positions.  This  has  led  to  stock 
shortages. 

Brokers  have  reported  some 
heavy  turnover  in  shares  this 
week  although  much  of  it  has 
been  conducted  betweai  trad¬ 
ers,  presenting  a  slightly  false 
view  of  events.  A  total  of  944 
million  shares  had  changed  by 
the  dose  of  business  last  night 

The  bond  market  experienced 
a  further  flattening  of  the  yield 
curve  as  investors  continued 
-switching  out  of  sherter-dated 
coupons.  Prices  at  fee  longer 
end  rose  £'*  on  average: 

Stock  market  page  24 


By  Oliver  August 

NEWMAN  TONKS.  the  en¬ 
gineering  company,  yester¬ 
day  strengthened  its  def¬ 
ences  against  a  hostile  bid 
from  FKI  by  selling  its  33 
per  cent  stake  in  a  Spanish 
security  products  company 
for  £27  mfllion. 

Newman’s  stake  plus  a 
majority  family  stake  in  Tesa, 
based  in  Iriin,  northeast 
Spain,  were  bought  by  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  fire  protection 
products  manufacturer,  for  a 
total  of  £100  million.  FKI  had 
launched  a  £200  million  offer 
for  Newman  Tonks  last  Tues¬ 
day  after  criticising  the  New¬ 
man  management  for  lack  of 
focus  and  lmderperfonnance. 

Geoff  Gaftan.  Newman 
chief  executive,  said:  “We  are 
deploying  financial  resources 
away  from  non-core  areas.” 


By  Jon  Ashworth 


LLOYD’S  of  London  apo¬ 
logised  again  yesterday  for 
setbacks  to  its  settlement  plan, 
as  a  name  turned  to  the  courts 
in  an  attempt  to  force  payment 
of  funds.  The  unidentified 
name  is  suing  Lloyd’s  for 
£33,428,  in  what  is  seen  as  a 
test  case. 

The  plaintiff  is  one  of  12,000 
“accepting"  names  owed 
money  under  the  Lloyd's  set¬ 
tlement  More  than  8,400  have 
been  paid  —  210  cheques 
worth  £9  million  were  dis¬ 
patched  yesterday  —  but 
progress  has  been  frustrating- 
ly  slow.  Lloyd’s  has  admitted 
feat  fee  payments  will  contin¬ 
ue  well  beyond  the  original 
mid-December  deadline. 

Michael  Freeman,  the  law¬ 
yer  acting  in  the  case,  speaks 
for  240  accepting  names,  none 


of  whom  has  been  paid.  One 
couple  is  owed  £500,000.  Mr 
Freeman  said:  “They  are  not 
getting  their  cheques." 

Lloyd’s  said  there  was  al¬ 
ways  a  risk  that  payments 
would  slip  into  1997.  and 
described  the  court  action  as 
“completely  irrational".  John 
Stace.  deputy  chairman,  said: 
"There  is  nothing  sinister.  All 
the  money  is  there." 

Names  are  due  interest  on 
outstanding  funds.  A  separate 
test  case  seeking  judgments 
against  “non -accepting"  names 
was  adjourned  yesterday  until 
mid-January. 

□  Corporate  capital  will  domi¬ 
nate  Lloyd's  within  two  years, 
says  a  survey  by  Whittingdate. 

the  fond  management  group. 
Respondents  described  names 
as  a  dying  breed. 
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Store  chiefs  leave  revamped  Lloyds  TSB 
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Greenbuiy:  standing  down  at  bank 


,  By  Robert  Miller 

BANKING  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  battle  for  financial  services 
supremacy  in  the  high  street  yesterday 
led  to  wide-sweeping  boardroom 
changes  at  Lloyds  TSB  Group  in  an 
attempt  to  avoid  growing  conflicts  of 
interest. 

The  banking  group  announced  that 
Sir  Richard  Green  bury,  chairman  of 
Marks  &  Spencer,  who  became  a  bank 
director  in  1992.  and  John  Gilder- 
sleeve,  a  Tesco  director,  who  linked-up 
wife  Uoyds  Bank  in  1994,  are  to  stand 
down  in  April. 

Uoyds  TSB  said  that  the  two  senior 
directors  had  derided  that  “if  would  be 
appropriate  fortbem  to  leave  the  board, 
as  both  Marks  &  Spencer  and  Tesco- 


have  increased  their  involvement  in 
fee  provision  of  financial  services”. 

Marks  &  Spencer  promotes  its  own 
plastic  card  as  well  as  branded  unit 
trusts.  loans  and  personal  pensions, 
and  fee  derision  by  Sir  Richard  to 
sever  his  Uoyds  TSB  link  may  herald  a 
further  move  by  M&S  into  personal 
financial  services.  Tesco  oners  its 
customers  a  Clubcard  payment  card  in 
conjunction  wife  Nat  West,  and  more 
developments  are  expected  in  this  field. 

The  boardroom  changes  at  Lloyds 
TSB  precede  Peter  EUwood  taking  the 
helm-  as  group  chief  executive  in 
February,  when  he  is  to  succeed  Sir 
Brian  Rtman,  who  will  became  fee 
bank’s  chairman,  in  place  of  Sir  Robin 
Ibbs  who  is  retiring. 

Other  appointments  indude  fee 


elevation  of  Andrew  Longhurst.  chief 
executive  of  Cheltenham  &  Gloucester, 
the  former  building  society  and  now 
the  banking  group’s  residential  mort¬ 
gage  arm.  who  becomes  group  director 
of  customer  finance.  Mr  Longhurst 
will  also  become  chairman  of  C&G  in 
place  of  John  Bays,  who  will  become 
deputy  chairman. 

Kent  Atkinson  is  to  become  fee 
group  finance  director  and  Michael 
Fairey  will  be  the  group  director  of 
central  services,  with  responsibility 
for  the  retail  networks  of  Lloyds  and 
TSB  as  integration  continues. 

Stephen  Maran  will  take  charge  of 
savings  and  investments  at  board 
level,  as  well  as  the  integration  of 
Lloyds  Abbey  Life  into  the  rapidly 
expanding  banking  group. 
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Why  Britain  still  needs  an  independent  oil  sector 


Britain  is  unique  in  Europe 
in  having  established  a 
substantial,  independent 
exploration  and  production  sec¬ 
tor  (E  &  P).  Experience  has 
amply  demonstrated  that  die 
independents  have  made,  and 
continue  to  make,  a  vital  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  UK  economy,  and 
help  to  sustain  the  power  and 
effectiveness  of  the  UK  oil  and 
gas  industry. 

Our  independent  E  &  P  com¬ 
panies  are  at  the  heart  of  a 
liberalised  energy  market  and 
provide  secure  and  diverse  sup¬ 
plies  at  competitive  prices.  They 
deserve  a  place  in  the  UK  energy 
market  because  they  provide  cost- 
effective  and  imaginative  ways  of 
exploring  and  exploiting  our 
North  Sea  assets,  as  well  as 
ensuring  continuing  interest  bom 
the  financial  sector  in  its  contin¬ 
ued  development. 

The  professionalism  and  tech¬ 
nological  know-how  of  these  dy¬ 
namic  British  businesses  are 
much  sought  after  around  the 
world  and,  quite  apart  from  the 


wealth  they  create  for  sharehold¬ 
ers,  their  export  of  skills  is  of  real 
benefit  to  the  UK  economy. 

In  the  mid  19S0s,  Brindex  {the 
Association  of  British  Indepen¬ 
dent  Oil  Exploration  Companies), 
the  trade  body  of  UK  indepen¬ 
dents  of  which  I  was  chairman, 
boasted  a  membership  of  more 
than  50  companies.  After  last 
year's  disappearance  of  Goal  and 
Aran,  the  roll  call  now  stands  at 
just  II  companies.  As  this  year 
ends,  another  of  that  number  — 
the  company  where  I  have  spent 
the  past  23  years  —  finds  itself  in 
the  sights  of  a  predator  seeking  its 
valuable  assets. 

While  the  number  or  indepen¬ 
dents  has  fallen,  their  status  has 
increased  substantially.  Collec¬ 
tively  we  now  enjoy  a  market 
capitalisation  of  mare  than  £7.5 
billion  and  currently  employ 
around  3.000  people  in  our  North 
Sea  and  worldwide  activities.  We 
operate  in  38  countries  worldwide, 
we  have  combined  reserves  of 
more  than  one  billion  barrels  of 
oil  and  five-and-a-haJLf  trillion 


cubic  feet  of  gas.  The  UK  indepen¬ 
dents  offer  investors  a  diversity  of 
companies  to  invest  in.  ranging 
from  those  engaged  in  high-risk 
exploration  to  those  who  concen¬ 
trate  on  lower-risk  exploitation. 

The  professionalism  and  so¬ 
phistication  developed  within  the 
British  independents  continues  to 
lead  to  ever  greater  successes,  and 
not  just  through  speculative  activi¬ 
ty  but  by  developing  dear  strate¬ 
gies  that  focus  on  production  yield 
management,  low-cost  develop¬ 
ment  and  leading  edge  infrastruc¬ 
ture  technology,  that  in  turn  add 
value  for  investors. 

What  should  be  remembered  is 
that  the  history  or  oil  -and  gas 
discoveries  and  developments  in 
the  North  Sea  is  one  in  which  the 
independents  have  made  a  major 
contribution.  Through  numerous 
joint  venture  partnerships,  a  sym¬ 
biotic  relationship  has  grown  be¬ 
tween  the  majors  and  both  larger 
and  smaller  independents;  each 
has  its  role  but  they  interact  with 
positive  results  in  operational, 
technical  and  commercial  spheres. 


EXECUTIVE 

-VlKMCE^ 


V  *  /v  f-. 

s' 


Malcolm 

Gourlay 


Going  back  to  the  early  history 
of  North  Sea  o3  developments,  the 
initial  four  rounds  of  UK  offshore 
licence  awards  went  principally  to 
the  major  oil  companies.  But  from 
die  fifth  round  onwards,  the 
independent  sector  has  gained  a 
far  greater  share  of  the  licences 
bong  awarded,  tapping  new 
sources  of  finance  in  the  form  of 
risk  capital  and  debt  finance  and 
creating  numerous  joint  ventures 


and  partnerships  with  tbe  major 
international  players. 

Since  the  mid-1970s,  the  inde¬ 
pendent  sector  has  made  a  sub¬ 
stantial  and  growing  contribution 
in  exploration  and  development 
and  innovative  financing.  Many 
of  the  skills  developed  within  this 
sector  have  a  particular  relevance 
to  a  maturing  hydrocarbon  prov¬ 
ince  such  as  the  North  Sea  and. 
therefore,  with  suitable  encour¬ 
agement.  the  remaining  indepen¬ 
dents  should  be  playing  an  even 
greater  role  in  the  future  of  the  UK 
Continental  Shelf  (UKCS). 

The  independent  companies 
have  become  skilled  at  improving 
their  competitive  positions  by 
finding  lowermost  solutions  for 
future  operations  and  develop¬ 
ments  Aval  will  be  vital  as  the 
North  Sea  matures.  In  our  own 
case,  that  has  meant  tbe  use  of 
low-cost  reusable  platforms  on 
our  offshore  Dutch  gasfiebls  and 
the  introduction  of  a  purpose-built 
floating  production  vessel  in  the 
fiuMrack  development  of  the 
UKCS  Gryphon  Field.  It  is.  in¬ 


deed,  ironic  to  note  that  die 
approach  to  m y  company.  Clyde, 
came  just  48  hours  after  we 
announced  an  agreement  with  BP 
and  BHP  that  gave  us  our  first 
operated  development  in  the 
UKCS.  Sudi  deals  are  typical  of 
the  ways  in  which  efficient  inde¬ 
pendents  can  —  and  should  —  be 
acquiring  acreage  that  would  be 
deemed  peripheral  or  marginal  by 
the  multinationals  and  making 
those  assets  perform. 

Both  the  challenge  and  die 
Opportunity  for  tbe  independent 

sector  is  to  ensure  that  the  UK’s 
offshore  oil  and  gas  assets  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  exploited  -by  their  true 
potential  We  need  to  win  more 
access,  for  example,  to  the  larger 
amounts  of  acreage  that  remain 
underexplored  and  under-ex¬ 
ploited.  As  a  group  of  UK  inde¬ 
pendents  we  strongly  support  the 
Department  of  Trade  &  Industry 
in  its  dibits  to  find  more  effective 
ways  of  releasing  such  acreage. 

Over  the  past  25  years,  British 
independent  E  &  F  companies 
have  developed  (he  management 


skills  to  bring  new  exploration 
and  exploitation  ideas  to  bear  and 
to  develop,  on  a  cost-effective 
basts,  smaller  oil  and  gasfields  on 
long-held  acreage,  which  may  not 
be  a  priority  for  the  giants  of  our 
industry. 

The  British  independents  com¬ 
pete  successfully  on  the  world 
stage  in  international  exploration 
and  production  ventures.  We  en¬ 
sure  that  tbe  UK  economy  gets  full 
benefit  from  die  considerable 
remaining  potential  of  the  North 
Sea  and  so  provide  a  stable 
platform  (no  pun  intended!)  for 
our  continuing  growth  both  at 
home  and  overseas. 

□  Malcolm  Gourlay  is  chairman 
of  Clyde  Petroleunu  one  of  the 
UK's  leading  independent  explo¬ 
ration  and  production  com¬ 
panies.  He  is  also  a  past 
chairman  of  Brindex,  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  British  independent  Oil 
Exploration  Companies,  and  was 
recently  elected  honorary  trea¬ 
surer  of  UKOOA.  the  UK  Off¬ 
shore  Operator s’  Association. 


Vardey  to 
resign  at 
exchange 

By  Robert  Miller 


GILES  VARDEY.  a  senior 
director  of  the  London 
Slock  Exchange,  yesterday 
announced  his  resignation 
publicly,  so  permitting  his 
entry  into  talks  with  pros¬ 
pective  market  employers. 

Mr  Vardey.  who  is  40, 
has  been  at  the  Stock 
Exchange  for  four  years 
as  director  of  markets 
development  and  market¬ 
ing.  At  one  stage  earlier 
this  year.  City  watchers 
had  him  Listed  as  an 
outside  bet  for  the  chief 
executive's  post  which 
went  to  Gavin  Casey,  the 
former  Smith  New  Court 
and  then  Merrill  Lynch 
executive. 

It  was  no  secret  in  the 
market  that  Mr  Vardey 
would  have  liked  to  have 
won  the  top  job.  but  it  is 
understood  that  he  never 
formally  submitted  an  ap¬ 
plication.  Mr  Vardey  will 
stay  in  his  present  post 
until  the  end  of  March, 
but  yesterday's  announce¬ 
ment  frees  him  to  talk  to 
other  Stock  Exchange 
member  firms  without 
giving  rise  to  any  potential 
conflict  of  interest 

John  Kemp-Welch,  the 
chairman  of  the  exchange; 
said:  “During  the  last  four 
years.  Giles  Vardey  has 
made  a  valuable  contribu¬ 
tion  to  many  areas  of  the 
work  of  the  exchange." 


Ofgas  warns 
industrial 
users  of 
supply  cuts 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


FEARS  increased  yesterday  of 
cuts  in  industrial  gas  supplies 
this  winter  when  the  regulator 
gave  warning  of  significant 
interruptions  and  of  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  gas  prices  in  the 
wholesale  market  to  rocket 
The  alert  follows  a  similar 
warning  from  TransCo,  Brit¬ 
ish  Gas's  pipelines  division, 
that  large  gas  users  with 
interruptible  contracts  were 
likely  to  see  supplies  cut 
The  impact  of  large  cuts  in 
industrial  contracts  triggered 
the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  to  intervene  in  the 
electricity  industry  so  that  the 
security  of  generation  —  much 
of  which  is  gas-fired  —  was 
maintained.  The  electricity 
pool,  the  wholesale  market  for 
power,  implemented  contro¬ 
versial  measures  by  which 
generators  are  paid  extra  if 
they  switch  fuels  and  keep 
power  stations  available. 

Ofgas  said  that  in  harsh 
winter  weather  "significant 
interruptions  of  customers 
with  interruptible  gas  con¬ 
tracts  could  well  occur".  A 
report  also  emphasised  that 
short-term  gas  prices  in  the 


wholesale  gas  market  —  the 
flexibility  mechanism  —  “may 
be  very  high". 

Large  industrial  users  that 
take  interruptible  contracts 
because  they  offer  cheaper  fuel 
often  leave  themselves  without 
back-up  supplies.  Controver¬ 
sially,  a  large  number  of 
hospitals  use  such  contracts. 

Concent  over  gas  supply 
security  has  been  triggered 
because  of  increased  demand 
and  also  because  of  the  way  in 
which  gas  supplies  must  now 
be  balanced  by  shippers  on  a 
daily  basis  under  the  network 
code  designed  to  ensure  com¬ 
petition  works  effectively. 
Ofgas  has  asked  TransCo  to 
consider  whether  changes  to 
the  code  are  needed.  So  far 
there  have  been  108  modifica¬ 
tions  to  the  code  introduced  in 
March  and  further  changes 
are  planned. 

Ofgas  complained  of  a  lack 
of  communication  last  winter 
when  TransCo  implemented 
some  interruptions.  The  com¬ 
pany  said  that  it  had  already 
addressed  such  problems  and 
was  seeking  closer  liaison  with 
gas  shippers  and  customers. 
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PROCUREMENT  DEPARTMENT  (FOREIGN  WING)  ISLAMABAD.  PAKISTAN 


EXEGQ  M:  ■  I 


The  Islamic  Republic  of  Pakistan  has  received  a  loan  from  the  International  Bank  For 
Reconstruction  and  Development  (IBRD)  in  various  currencies  towards  the  cost  ol 
Domestic  Energy  Resources  Development  Project  (DERDP).  It  is  intended  that  part  of  the 
proceeds  ot  this  loan  will  be  applied  lo  eligible  payments  under  the  contracts  for  the 
procurement  ot  various  items. 

IFB  "A"  Proc-FB/WB/ICB/D-1 6/96: 

1.  13-3/8  OD  Seamless  Casing  conforming  to  API  Spec  5CT  grade  J-55  WT 
6S*fr.  BTC.  R-3,  (Quantity  3300  Meters) 

2.  9-5/8  OD  Seamless  Casing  conforming  to  API  Spec  5CT  grade  N-80,  WT 
43*'ft.  BTC.  R-3.  (Quantity  9400  Metersl 

IFB  ‘V  Proc-FW/WB/ICB/WS-17/96 

1.  Package  consisting  of  |i)  API  Bentonite  (150  Metric  Toni,  (ii)  CMC(LV)  (20  M.Ton». 
(Iin  CMClHVj  (24  M.Ton).  (iv)  Chrome  Lignite  1 16  M.Ton),  (v)  Ferro  Chrome 
Lignosnlphoneste  (20  M.Ton)  (vi)  Synergistic  Polymer  Blend  (10  M.Ton)  (vii)  Shale 
Stabilizer  no  M  Torn,  (viii)  Non  Damaging  Cellosic  Fibrous  LCM  (Fine)  (15  M  Ton)  (ix) 
Non  Damaging  Cehosi c  Fibrous  LCM  (Corex)  |15  M  .Ton),  Ixi  Spotting  Chemical  (06 
M.  Tom  (xi)  Acid  Soluble  Lost  Circulation  Materials  (10  M.  Toni  ixii)  Drilling  Detergents 
(55  Gallon  10  Drums),  (xiir)  Mud  Defoamer  (xivi  Mud  Lubricant  (55  Gallon  iG  Drums). 
IFB  "C"  Proc-FW/WB/lCB/DRM-1 8/96 

1.  Packages  consisting  of  i)  Cat  Engines.  (02  Nos.)  ii)  Mud  Agitator  with  Jet  Ventun 
and  Shale  Shaker  m)  Air  Winch  iv)  Triplex  Mud  Pumps  unitized  with  Cat  Engines  (02 
Nos.*  vj  Vibrators  Hoses  and  Rotary  Hoses  (06  Nos  ),  vi)  Drilling  Rig  Handling  Tools 
viii  Kelly  Saver  Subs  (TO  Nos.)  viii)  Liner  Hangers  (05  Nos.)  ix)  Casing  Accessones.  x) 
Thread  Compounds. 

3.  The  provisions  in  the  Instructions  to  Bidders  and  in  the  General  Conditions  of  Contract 
are  the  provision  of  the  World  Bank  Standard  Bidding  Documents:  Procurement  of 
Goods. 

4.  For  further  informafion  and  details,  interested  bidder  may  purchase  bidding 
documents  from  the  Office  of  Manger  (Procurement).  Oil  and  Gas  Development 
Corporation.  Markaz  F-3.  Islamabad  Pakistan,  upon  written  request  and  payment  of  non 
refundable  fee  of  Rs  2000  for  each  bidding  document,  through  Pay  Order/Demand  Draft 
in  favour  of  OGDC. 

5.  Biddfing  documents  would  be  available  for  sale  from  2ist  December  1996  and  the  last 
date  for  purchase  of  Eidding  Documents  is  09  January.  1997  The  bids  submission  date 
is  28  January  1997  (for  IFB  "A").  29  January  (for  IFB  "B“)  and  30  January  1997  (for  IFB 
■C’i 

6.  Bids  musr  be  delivered  to  the  above  named  officer  on  or  before  11 :00  hrs  on  specified 
dates  and  shall  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  bidders  representatives  who  chose  to 
attend,  at  11  30  hours,  same  day  at  the  same  office. 

7.  Bidder  must  take  ncre  of  the  following  mandatory  requirements- - 

7.1  Bid  must  be  valid  lor  a  penod  ol  1 20  days  Irom  the  date  of  bid  opening. 

72  Bid  must  be  accompanied  by  Bid  Security  equivalent  to  2°*  of  fhe  total  CRF  bid 
value  and  it  must  be  valid  for  1 20  days  from  the  date  of  bid  opening 

7.3  Price  Schedule  must  be  signed  and  stamped  by  the  Bidder. 

7.4  Bid  Form  and  Pnce  Schedule  be  submitted  with  the  Bid 

7.5  Bid  must  be  tv-sed  on  firm  prices  and  not  on  any  price  adjustable  formula 

7.6  Bid  must  be  prepared  in  English. 

7  7  Bid  must  be  submitted  on  or  before  the  date  and  time  specified  to  the  designated 
address. 

7 A  Fax  bids  would  not  be  accepted. 

o  wnn  cormiwnce  to  ;he  above  mandatory  requirement  will  be  deemed  to  be  a  material 
■  deviation  Which  will  make  fhe  bid  non- responsive.  J 

t  _ Mananger  (Procurement)  S 


Profit  hitch:  Marshall  Smalley,  right  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  Meconic  the  world's  largest 
producer  of  legal  opiates,  and  Jim  Cook, 
finance  director,  who  gave  warning  yesterday 
that  a  poor  poppy  harvest  was  hitting  margins 
on  its  opiate-based  products.  Its  contract 
manufacture  business  is  also  expected  to  show 
a  more  modest  rale  of  growth,  although  overall 
year-on-year  progress  should  be  better. 


But  shares  in  the  company  rose  13 ‘z  p  to  dose  at 
a  record  high  of 328 ^p,  after  the  doubling  in  half- 
year  profits,  before  tax.  to  £4.8  million.  Turnover 
rose  by  one  third,  to  £22  million.  whDe  gross 
margins  improved  *L8  per  cent,  to  34.7  pa  cent  as 
the  company  continued  its  shift  away  from  the 
opiates  business  to  contract  manufacture.  The 
interim  dividend  was  lifted  21  per  cent,  to  Zp, 
payable  February  4.  Tempos,  page  24 


Symonds  paying  £4m 
for  Caine  Group 


By  Oliver  August 


SYMONDS.  the  engineering 
group,  is  to  buy  Caine  Group, 
the  electronics  company,  for 
£4  million. 

To  fond  the  acquisition  and 
to  strengthen  its  capital  base, 
Symonds  is  planning  a  £9.6 
million  placing  and  open 
offer. 

The  acquisition  is  said  to 
enhance  Symonds  s  test,  de¬ 
sign.  manufacturing  and  as¬ 
sembly  capabilities  and  allow 
the  group  ro  focus  on  the 
industrial  controls  and  trans¬ 
portation  sectors. 

Rod  Ackrill,  the  chairman 
of  Symonds,  said:  “Caine  will 
broaden  and  enhance  die 


group’s  capability  within  the 
electronics  industry  and  en¬ 
able  it  to  continue  to  make 
satisfactory  progress." 

An  extraordinary  meeting  to 
gain  shareholder  approval  for 
the  acquisition  has  been  called 
for  January  16. 

The  arrival  of  a  new  man¬ 
agement  team  under  Mr 
Ackrill  in  1993  led  to  a  restruc¬ 
turing  of  Symonds  and  a 
change  of  emphasis  from  engi¬ 
neering  to  electronics. 

In  the  same  period,  the 
market  capitalisation  of  the 
group  has  increased  from  £2 
million  to  more  than  £29 
million. 


AEA  to  buy 
BR  Research 

AEA  TECHNOLOGY,  the  re¬ 
cently  privatised  science  and 
engineering  services  group,  is 
poised  to  buy  British  Rail 
Research  for  £10.8  million 
(Chris  Ayres  writes). 

The  aquisition  of  BR  Re¬ 
search,  which  provides  consul¬ 
tancy.  research,  and  en¬ 
gineering  services,  will  allow 
AEA  to  satisfy*  overseas  ambi¬ 
tions  in  tbe  transport  industry. 

BR  Research,  which  employs 
abour  260  people,  reported  pre¬ 
tax  profits  of  £1.4  million  mi  a 
turnover  of  £173  million  in  the 
year  ending  March  31.  Net 
assets  were  £2.9  million.  AEA’s 
pre-tax  operating  profits  were 
£6.4  million  on  a  turnover  of 
£112  million  for  the  half  year 
ending  September  30. 


Fords  ties  up  £858m 
MeesPierson  deal 

FORTIS.  the  Dutch-Belgium  insurance,  banking  and 
investment  group,  yesterday  became  the  world's  14th  largest 
asset  manager  after  completing  the  £858  million  purchase  of 
MeesPierson  from  ABN  Amro,  tbe  Dutch  banking  combine. 
The  MeesPierson  deal  one  of  the  largest  acquisitions  in 
Dutch  history,  will  give  Fbrtis  total  assets  under  manage¬ 
ment  of  £75  billion-  To  finance  the  acquisition  of 
MeesPierson.  which  specialises  in  asset  management  and 
private  banking.  Fords  will  increase  its  net  equity,  reallocate 
existing  available  funds  and  employ  other  financing 
instruments. 

Fords  said  of  the  deal:  "The  acquisition  is  a  perfect  fit  in  die 
group’s  strategy,  and  is  also  folly  m  line  with  its  financial  and. 
acquisition  criteria.  MeesPierson  wifi  provide  Fords  with 
both  critical  mare  in  asset  management  and  new. 
complementary  activities  in  attractive  markets,  including 
private  banking  and  corporate  banking.’The  newly  enlarged 
bank,  which  will  be  the  fourth  largest  in  The  Netherlands, 
continued:  The  addition  of  this  new  component  to  the  group 
will  create  even  more  opportunities  for  Fortis  companies, 
starting  with  those  in  The  Netherlands-" 

Sunderland  popular 

EAGER  investors  have  made  sure  that  the  £42  million 
flotation  of  Sunderland,  the  Premiership  football  club,  is  2.7 
times  oversubscribed.  This  means  that  a  healthy  premium  is 
expected  when  the  shares  start  trading  ot  Christinas  Eve  and 
bodes  well  for  the  impending  flotation  of  near  neighbours 
Newcastle  United,  which  said  it  will  go  for  a  £160  million 
flotation  in  the  new  year.  Meanwhile  West  Bromwich  Albion, 
the  Nationwide  Division  One  dub.  has  confirmed  it  is  to  take 
a  listing  on  AIM.  No  new- money  is  being  raised. 

Fonninster  advances 

FORMJNSTER,  the-  clothing  manufacturer  that  bought 
Kookai,  the  up-mageet  fashion  chain,  in  August,  has 
reported  a  rise  in  interim  pre-tax  profits  to  £768.000  in  the 
half  year  to  October  31,  from  £512,000  in  the  same  period 
last  year.  Turnover  was  down  to  £105  million,  from  £11.6 
million.  Earnings  per  share  were  up  to  4.07p.  from  236p. 
There  will  be  an  interim  dividend  of  l.22p  per  ordinary 
share,  up  from  1.17b.  Tbe  dividend  will  be  payable  on 
February  17. 

Lancashire  lifts  profit 

LANCASHIRE  ENTERPRISES,  the  economic  development 
specialists,  yesterday  reported  a  75  per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax 
profits  to  £2.86  million  (£2.66  million)  for  the  year  ending 
October  31.  Turnover  was  up  from  £1837  million  to  £20.21 
million  and  basic  earnings  per  share  were  up  13  per  cent  to 
11. Ip.  The  dividend  per  share  is  4.4p  (4p).  payable  on  April  30.  1 
This  year  saw  the  retirement  as  managing  director  of 
Michael  Hynes,  who  has  led  the  company  since  it  became  a  ' 
pic  in  1989.  The  shares  were  unchanged  at  I50p. 

UK  Estate  urges  rebuff 

UK  ESTATE,  the  property  group,  yesterday  urged  share¬ 
holders  to  reject  a  hostile  all-paper  takeover  bid  by  its  rival. 
Ashquay.  David  Grade!,  chairman,  said  Ashquay*s  falling 
share  price  had  lowered  the  value  of  its  offers  to  only  28.lp. 
"Ash qua/s  high  gearing,  soaring  debts  and  limited  cash 
resources  make  it  difficult  to  believe  that  this  is  a  credible  basis 
for  making  their  offers,”  he  said.  Ashquay  has  received  around 
37.8  per  cent  of  UK  Estate's  ordinary  shares  and  16.6  per  cent  of 
preference,  and  has  extended  its  offers  until  January  9. 


Blind  climber  wins  ‘Oscar’  5:!?!!™°.”' cau(,ous 


A  BLIND  telephonist  who 
dimbed  Mont  Blanc.  Western 
Europe's  highest  peak,  to 
raise  money  for  charity  and 
an  internal  audit  manager 
who  was  toe  inspiration  for 
raising  funds  for  a  special 
needs  school  were  among  the 
winners  yesterday  at  Nat- 
west's  Group  Chief  Executive 
Awards  ceremony. 

Set  up  four  years  ago.  the 
group-wide  award  scheme 
has  helped  to  raise  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds  for 
local  charities-  The  seven  win- 


By  Moral;  Preston 

tiers,  who  included  Jane  Nunn, 
an  interna]  audit  manager, 
received  £2,000  each  for  their 
chosen  charity,  while  the  12 
finalists  took  £1,000  home  to 
their  voluntary  organisations. 
All  were  selected  from  around 
270  entrants  who  put  them¬ 
selves  forward  for  the 
fundraising  awards  that  the 
bank  refers  to  as  its  ‘‘Oscars". 

Derek  Wan! ess,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  at  NatWest  says  “It  is 
about  spreading  grod  prac¬ 
tice."  His  intention  is  to  match 
the  commitment  of  his  em- 
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Derek  Wanless  with  Jane  Nunn  and  Donald  Planner 


ployees  with  cash,  and  to 
provide  the  fundraising  pro¬ 
gramme  with  the  high-profile 
backing  of  a  hard-nosed  busi¬ 
ness  approach.  The  benefits 
for  the  bank  arc  twofold,  he 
said,  enabling  staff  to  develop 
a  diversity  of  business  skills — 
“outside  the  rigid  promotion¬ 
al  ladder" — and  to  keep  them 
in  touch  with  the  red  vvorkL" 

Winner  Donald  Planner. 
49.  a  telephonist  in  Retail 
Banking  Services  at  NatWest 
in  Poole,  climbed  Mont  Blanc 
last  June,  raising  around 
£8.000  for  St  Dunstans  &  the 
Royal  School  for  the  Blind.  “It 
was  hard  work."  he  admits. 
“Hopefully  by  overcoming 
the  fad  that  i  am  blind  and 
that  I  had  a  heart  bypass  only 
months  before  the  climb  has 
inspired  a  lot  of  other  people." 

He  has  set  his  sights  on 
climbing  another  mountain, 
this  time  in  Russia,  next  year. 
Among  tbe  judges  were  Rabbi 
Julia  Neuberger,  tbe  social 
commentator  and  writer.  Jill 
Pitkeathlcy.  director  of  the 
National  Carers  Association 
and  Ian  Bruce,  director  of  the . 
Royal  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind. 


CLAREMONT  GARMENTS,  a  clothing  supplier  to  Marks 
&  Spencer,  said  yesterday  that  sales  in  the  immediate  run-up 
to  Christmas  have  been  below  expectations  and  that  its 
second-half  profit  will  be  tower  than  last  year.  But  it  also  <a  id 
that  pressures  on  margins  in  the  clothing  industry  are  easing 
after  a  difficult  ISjmonths.  The  company,  which  announced 
two  months  ago  that  it  was  to  close  a  factory  in  Scotland,  said 
£7  million  restructuring  costs  will  be  taken  as  an  exceptional 
item  in  this  year's  accounts.  The  shares  slid  6p  to  166>2p. 
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THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

The  winners 
and  losers 
of  1996 

Which  businessman 
made  the  most  money 
in  die  last  12  months? 
Who  saw  the  biggest 
dent  in  their  fortune? 

Which  companies 
produced  the  best  and 
worst  performances? 

Tomorrow  The  Sunday 
Times  reveals  the 
financial  winners 
and  losers  of  1996 
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A  WORKING  WEEK  FOR:  Sarah  Elton 


Smythson’s  far  from  stationary  stationer 


Sarah  Cunnin^hani  meets  a 
woman  who  has  brought  growth 
without  offending  the  old  guard 
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AS  manag¬ 
ing  director 
of  Smyth- 
soo,  Sarah 
Ehon  is  in 
the  midst  of 
the  busiest 
weeks  of 
her  year. 
For  the  tri¬ 
ple  royal'Warran  t-holdin  g  sta¬ 
tioner,  the  last  few  days  before 
Christmas  disappear  in  a  blur 
of  Christinas  shoppers  and 
party  invitation  printing. 

The  parties  are  not  always 
the  standard  cocktail  bash. 
The  company  has  produced 
invitations  for  a  cat's  parly, 
and  even  made  hand- 
engraved  visiting  cauls  for 
dogs.  For  those  seeking  gift 
inspiration  there  are  more 
traditional  goods  like  leather- 
bound  bocdcs  for  registering 
fishing  and  hunting  catches, 
as  well  as  diaries,  ceflar  books, 
clocks,  photo  albums  and  fine 
leather  wallets,  purses  and 
hand  bags. 

Elton’s  working  life  is  busy 
at  the  best  of  times.  The 
company,  part  of  the  John 
Menzies 
group,  has  ex¬ 
panded 
idly  since  s! 
took  over  as 
managing  di¬ 
rector  three 
years  ago. 

Not  only  have 
sales  climbed 
—  a  20  per 

cent  increase  _ 

last  year  — 

but  die  company  has  also' 
moved  from  the  small  Band 
Street  shop  it  occupied  since 
its  establishment  in  1887.  to  a 
much  larger  store  down  the 
road.  Moreover,  Ellon  has 
added  a  second  Smythson 
store  in  Sloane  Sheet,  as  well 
as  a  franchise  in  Harvey 
Nichols  and  another  in 
Heathrow's  Terminal  4.  The 
next  is  likely  to  be  abroad,  in 
New  York  or  the  Far  East 

At  33  years  old.  tire  tall, 
blonde  and  charming  Elton  is 
very  young  for  her  job;  and-  ’ 
her  achievements  are  all  the 
more  remarkabie  if  you  take . 
into  account  that  she  has  had  . 
two  lots  of  maternity  leave 
since  she  took  over.  She  now 
has  two  daughters;.  Harriet, 
two.  and  Elizabeth,  six 
months. 

When  she  joined  the  com¬ 
pany  five  years  ago  she  was 
amazed  how  narrow  the  cus¬ 
tomer  base  was.  “I  felt  like 
Smythson  was  tire  world’s  best  - 
kept  secret,"  she  says.  Her 
biggest  success,  in  her  view, 
has  been  bringing  in  new 


‘I  thought  I’d 
give  up  work 
after  children, 
but...  I  get  a 
buzz  from  work’ 


customers  without  losing  the 
original  base,  which  although 
dedining,  was  very  loyal  and 
needed  to  be  reassured. 

“We’ve  always  had  quite  a 
large  smattering  of  film  stars 
and  so  on  as  customers,  but  in 
England  we  have  had  a  lot  of 
county  people.”  she  said.  "We 
have  to  be  discreet,  handling 
invitations  for  very  smart 
weddings  and  parties  and  so 
on.  Our  customers  like  the  fact 
that  they  can  trust  us." 

She  is  discreet  about  the 
identity  of  Smythson's  custom¬ 
ers,  but  drops  hints:  “Quite 
new  big  stars  in  the  States 
come  to  us  almost  immediate¬ 
ly,  it  is  quite  extraonfinary. 
There  is  very  strong  word  of 
mouth  worldwide.  There  are 
also  a  lot  of  the  big  fashion 
names  from  Bond  Street" 
Most  ctf  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe,  as  well  as  our  own 
Royals,  are  customers.  Others 
reputed  to  use  the  shop  include 
Lauren  Bacall,  Dustin  Hoff¬ 
man.  Jack  Nicholson,  Frank 
Sinatra  and  Giorgio  Armani 
Elton's  first  move  away  from 
the  traditional  base  was  to 
_  open  the  Har¬ 
vey  Nichols 
franchise: 
"That  was  an 
immediate 
success,  and 
obviously  a 
very  different 
customer.” 
Goods  were 
carefully  se- 

_  lected  to  suit 

the  more 
fashion-consdous  Harvey 
Nick’s  shopper.  “The  business 
was  a  little  bit  old-fashioned 
and  we  worked  quite  hard  to 
make  it  more  contemporary." 
she  says  diplomatically. 

For.  someone  with  so  many 
demands  to. meet,  Elton  has  a 
remarkable  breeziness.  Her 
ambition,  she  says,  comes  from 
an  inability  to  cope  with  bore- 
dam.  The  word  “smart"  pep¬ 
pers  her  conversation,  and 
providing  smart  goods  for 
smart  people  and  smart  occa¬ 
sions  is: something  she  enjoys 

enormously. . 

•  •  She  i^alM  utterly  committed 
to  the  world  of  retailing.  Her 
first  experience  came  through 
working  in  shops  on  Saturdays 

when  at  school  After  Exeter 
University,  where  she  read 
history,  she  joined  tbe  John 
Lews  management  training 
scheme,  turning  down  possible 
jobs  at  Hanods  and  Aspreys 
because  she  was  unimpressed 
aithdr  interviews. 

After  five  years  working  in  a 
variety  of  departments  at  John 
Lewis,  she  moved  to  Retail 


Having  helped  Smythson  to  boost  its  profile;  sales  and  number  of  outlets  in  the  UK,  Sarah  Elton  is  now  looking  to  expand  overseas,  probably  in  New  York  or  the  Far  East 


Solutions,  a  retail  management 
consultancy.  This  showed  her 
the  other  side  of  retailing:  “It 
taught  me  a  kit  about  how 
important  the  visual  aspects  of 
the  job  are  —  patterns,  design, 
layout  These  things  can't  be 
bolted  on:  I  think  you  need  a 
consistent  virion  about  what 
you're  doing.” 

Expanding  Smythson  with¬ 
out  losing  cachet  is  a  difficult 
trick,  she  admits.  “We  are 
approached  all  die  time  with 
ideas,  but  we  do  have  a 
contract  with  our  customers  to 
keep  ourselves  a  little  bit 
special  and  different" 

The  high  production  stan¬ 
dards  make  it  difficult  to  make 
dramatic  increases  in  output 
but  she  adds:  “Having  said 
that  we.  are  looking  overseas 
as  the  next  step.”  New  York  or 
the  Far  East  are  likely  to  see  the 


next  branch  of  Smythson,  but 
not  too  soon.  “The  next  step 
will  be  crucial  for  us,  we're  not 
going  to  rush  iL  One  tiling  I 
think  I  have  given  to  die 
company  is  confidence,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  day,  I  feel  we 
know  best" 

Smythson  is  very  small 
'compared  with  some  French 
and  Italian  luxury  goods  com¬ 
panies.  like  LVMH  and  Gucci, 
arid  it  is  not  raring  for  the  big 
time,  Elton  says  “With  all 
luxury  goods,  the  difficulty  is 
reaching  a  wider  market  but 
retaining  control," 

What  Smythson  does  have, 
which  sets  it  apart  from  conti¬ 
nental  luxury  goods  com¬ 
panies.  is  a  fine  tradition  of 
British  craftsmanship.  “Being 
British  is  important  to  us.  We 
are  not  too  loud.  The  story 
about  luxury  goods  in  the 


Nineties  is  much  more  about 
discerning  customers. 

They  will  not  just  foil  for  a 
logo,  they  want  to  know  they 
have  bought  the  best  We’re 
ideally,  positioned  for  that 
because  we  are  the  real  Mc¬ 
Coy  —  we  have  all  that 
heritage  and  history  and  ex¬ 
pertise.  We’re  all  content  and 
no  flash." 

Although  Smythson  is  whol¬ 
ly  owned  by  John  Menzies,  it 


is  run  as  a  separate  business, 
which  is  good  news  for  Elton. 
“They  trust  me,  1  hope,  there¬ 
fore  they  give  me  a  lot  of 
freedom,"  she  says.  They 
don’t  try  to  say  to  me  “we  do  it 
this  way'." 

Juggling  work  and  home 
has  not  proven  as  hard  as  she 
had  feared.  The  company  has 
taken  the  admirable,  but  al 1- 
too-rare  step  of  allowing  her  to 
work  a  four-day  week,  and  she 


has  a  nanny  to  look  after  her 
young  daughters  when  she  is 
not  around.  Her  husband, 
Graham,  who  is  a  director  of 
Pearson  Professional,  is  often 
away  on  business,  but  is 
extremely  supportive  of  her 
commitment  to  her  job. 

Elton’S  sense  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  Smythson  has  sur¬ 
prised  even  her.  “I’d  always 
thought  I’d  give  up  work  when 
I  had  children,  but  you  spend 


ten  years  becoming  a  certain 
sort  of  person  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  give  it  up.  1  get  a 
buzz  out  of  work,"  she  says. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  that 
Elton's  ambitions  will  not  take 
her  up  and  away  from 
Smythson  in  the  long  run,  but 
not  before  she  has  introduced 
more  people  into  the  secret 
world  of  what  she  proudly 
calls  “probably  the  best  statio¬ 
nery  in  the  world". 


The  secret  hoard  seen  by 
only  a  few  privileged  eyes 


The  London  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  has  been  fortu¬ 
nate  over  the  centuries 
to  have  acquired  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  and  varied  collection  of 
valuable  decorative  assets, 
most  of  than  presented  by 
other  stock  exchanges 
around  the  world  or  by 
brokers  or  corporate  mem¬ 
bers,  grateful  for  the  Ex¬ 
change's  successful  handling 
of  their  assets  during  wars 
and  other  crises.  Many  of 
these  generous  donations 
have  been  in  the  form  of 
highly  elaborate  silverware, 
all  valuable  as  individual 
items,  but  as  a  collection 
virtually  priceless. 

These  fine  pieces,  however, 
have  been  so  well  hidden  — 
one  might  say  so  effectively 
forgotten  —  that  no  one 
within  this  grand  old  institu¬ 
tion  seems  to  know  exactly 
what  they  are,  when  they 
were  given,  by  whom,  or 
indeed  where  they  might  be 
now.  This  vast  array  of 


Joanna  Pitman  enjoys  a  rare  glimpse 
of  the  Stock  Exchange’s  family  silver 


decorative  silver  appears  to 
be  hidden  from  the  remit  of 
the  in-house  public  relations 
team,  from  die  brief  of  the 
premises  manager,  from  oth¬ 
er  members  of  staff  and  the 
public. 

The  collection  includes  pfles 
of  solid  silver  salvers,  a  forest 
of  candalabras.  hillocks  of  rose 
bowls,  loving  cups,  pottingers. 
cigar  boxes,  cigarette  boxes, 
ashtrays,  Stone-Studded  chal¬ 
ices.  medals,  mustard  pots,  ink 
stands,  cream  j  ugs  and  enough 
s as  of  solid  silver  cutlery  to 
cater  for  most  of  the  popular 
tion  of  Denmark.  A  strong¬ 
room,  about  the  she  of  a  couple 
of  tennis  courts,  is  stuffed  with 
this  haul  of  presents,  which  are 
reassessed  by  valuations  ex¬ 
pats  from  Hermells  once  a 
decade.  In  all,  .  there  are 
thought  to  be  “something  tike 


200  pieces"  (which  does  not 
account  for  an  unknown 
number  of  80-piece  cutlery 
sets  and  numerous  sets  of 
matching  platters  and 
bowls). 

Apart  from  the  Hennells 
men,  it  is  only  the  occasional 
waiter  who  gets  to  see  the 
collection  when  sent  down  to 
the  strong  room  by  the  butler 
to  retrieve  a  few  of  the  more 
utilitarian  items  for  use  dur¬ 
ing  special  banquets. 

A  small  number  of  prize 
pieces  (about  20)  are  dis¬ 
played  in  a  cabinet  in  a 
dining  room  on  the  twenty- 
third  floor.  Here  we  find 
some  of  the  most  elaborately 
worked  silver  and  silver  gjlt 
items  imaginable.  There  is, 
for  example,  a  huge  sil  ver  gilt 
rosewater  dish  made  in  Italy 
in  1600.  Twenty-four  inches 


OareAIlison  some  items  fix®.  Ixmdon  Stock  bxchan^s  dabomte  eolation 


in  diameter  and  weighing  180 
oz,  it  is  decorated  in  the 
centre  with  a  figure  of  Fame 
with  the  shield  and  coronet  of 
the  Italian  family  for  whom 
the  work  was  done.  The  rim 
is  similarly  chased  with  deco¬ 
rative  figures  describing 
events  in  the  life  of  Andrea 
Doria,  the  Genoese  admiral 
of  tire  16th  century.  The 
engraving  on  the  back  or  the 
dish  reads.  The  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  to  the  Chairman 
and  Committee  of  The  Stock 
Exchange  in  recollection  of 
dose  and  friendly  co-opera¬ 
tion  during  and  after  the  war 
1914-1922." 

Beside  this  extraordinary 
piece  sits  another,  larger, 
silver  rosewater  dish,  30 
inches  in  diameter  and  like¬ 
wise  chased  with  an  elabo¬ 
rate  landscape  scene  and 
figures.  This  was  presented 
by  16  firms  to  the  Stock 
Exchange's  sub-committee  of 
the  general  purposes  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  deal 
with  the  crisis  of  1929-1930. 

In  recent  years  the  flow  of 
gifts  has  ebbed,  the  last 
bumper  crop  being  in  1986 
when  the  Exchange  hosted 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
party  of  the  Federation  of 
International  Stock 
Exchanges. 

Given  rite  extent  and  value 
of  the  pieces,  which  range 
from  a  Northolt  Park  Races 
Toly  Cup  to  a  large  solid 
silver  grasshopper,  it  is  sure¬ 
ly  time  for  an  exhibition  of 
the  whole  lot  Apart  from  the 
obvious  interest  for  the  pub¬ 
lic.  the  Stock  Exchange's  own 
staff  may  learn  a  thing  or  two 
about  what  resides  behind 
locks  and  chains  beneath 
their  desks. 
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STOCK  MARKSf.; 


MICHAEL CLARK 


Shares  break  records  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 


THE  record  books  were  again 
being  rewritten  last  night  as 
share  prices  continued  to  ride 
high  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic. 

in  London,  equities  soared 
to  their  highest  levels  ever, 
briefly  reching  the  4.100  level, 
as  the  pre-Christmas  rally 
gathered  pace. 

This  followed  a  136-point 
leap  by  the  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  overnight  —  its 
biggest  one-day  rise  for  nine 
years.  However,  with  Wall 
Street  showing  signs  of  run¬ 
ning  out  of  steam  in  early 
trading  yesterday,  the  FT-SE 
100  index  also  saw  earlier 
gains  almost  halved,  it  still 
finished  263  points  up  at  a 
new  closing  high  of  4,077.6.  a 
rise  on  the  week  of  1052.  Once 
again  turnover  levels  were 
bolstered  by  year-end  window 
dressing  by  institutional  in¬ 
vestors.  with  954  million 
shares  changing  hands. 

Bid  speculation  continued  to 
drive  General  Accident 
sharply  higher.  It  added  a 
further  lOp  at  760p.  after 
briefly  touching  768I2p.  This 
stretches  the  lead  on  the  week 
to  72p.  Once  again  there  was 
talk  about  a  possible  bid  from 
BAT  Industries  after  its  talks 
with  Commercial  Union,  lp 
lower  at  687p.  broke  down  last 
month.  BAT  Industries  fin¬ 
ished  4p  cheaper  at  480p. 

Dalgety's  talks  with  brokers 
this  week  have  borne  fruit, 
with  the  price  adding  another 
7^  at  361 'ap. 

British  Steel  slipped  l3<p  to 
162' ap  as  a  large  line  of  shares 
went  through  the  market  at  a 
discount  A  total  of  9.98  mil¬ 
lion  were  placed  at  16lp.  a 
discount  of  3Up  to  die  ruling 
market  price  of  !64*2p. 

Rank  Organisation  slipped 
another  3'zp  to  414p  as  bro¬ 
kers  continued  to  reflect  on 
Thursday's  downbeat  trading 
statement  GKN  continued  to 
lose  ground  in  the  wake  of  this 
week's  US  court  ruling.  The 
shares  fell  a  further  17p  to 
992'ap. 

Northern  Electric  finned 
4p  to  64lp  as  tile  deadline  for 
CE  Electric’s  bid  of  £665 
million  expired.  At  the  last 
count  the  US  power  company 
accounted  for  33  per  cent  of  the 
shares.  The  remaining  region¬ 
al  electricity  companies  were 
marked  higher.  East  Mid¬ 
land.  the  subject  of  an  offer 
from  Dominion  Resources, 
finned  ‘zp  at  665p.  while 
London,  which  earlier  this 
week  agreed  a  bid  from 
Entergy,  added  2‘ap  at  698‘zp. 
There  were  also  gains  for 


Selling  pressure  knocked  3*2p  off  Burton  shares 


Yorkshire  Electricity.  12‘ap  at 
772p,  Southern  Electric,  5'2p 
at  TTS'zp,  Northern  Ireland 
Electricity.  9p  at  379p,  Nat¬ 
ional  Power.  6p  at  478p, 
PowerGen,  3p  at  58Ip. 
Scottish  Power,  Pip  at 
346‘ip.  and  Scottish  Hydro 
IIf2p  at  333p. 

A  positive  trading  statement 
lifted  English  China  Clays  14p 
to  191 4p.  with  the  group 


Arrow  Electronics  in  the  US 
for  $300  million.  The  disposal 
is  expected  to  raise  a  surplus 
above  book  value  of  £70 
million. 

Claremont  Garments  drop¬ 
ped  6p  to  166'zp  after  the 
company  expressed  disap¬ 
pointment  with  the  pace  of 
sales  in  the  run-up  to  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  group  said  that 
sates  had  failed  to  match 


New  Year  tipsters  are  already  out  in  force  and  working  to 
massage  some  life  back  into  debt-laden  Queens  Moot  The  price 
put  in  a  late  advance  to  finish  I  Up  up,  at  i634p.  as  33  million 
shares  were  traded  and  word  went  out  that  the  next  stop  for  the 
price  would  be  20p.  Certainly  not  one  for  widows  and  orphans. 


talking  about  improved  trad¬ 
ing  margins  in  the  second 
half.  Restructuring  charges 
would  total  £12  million. 

Graham  Group,  the  build¬ 
ers'  merchant,  also  came  in  for 
fresh  support,  adding  3'zp  at 
129 'zp  in  heavy  turnover  that 
saw  1.72  million  shares  change 
hands  in  a  thin  market 

Newly  merged  Premier 
Parnell  jumped  27' zp  to 
712*  zp  in  response  to  the  news 
that  it  has  sold  its  Famell 
Electronic  Services  division  to 


expectations  with  excess  costs 
from  its  business  review,  leav¬ 
ing  profits  below  those  of  the 
corresponding  period  last 
year.  Claremont  maintains 
that  margin  pressures  are  eas¬ 
ing  and  prospects  for  1997 
remain  good. 

There  does  not  appear  much 
cheer  at  SR  Gent,  which 
plunged  into  the  red  last  year 
with  losses  of  £11  million, 
against  a  surplus  last  time  of 
£63  million.  This  was  after  ex¬ 
ceptional  costs  of  £16  million 


.'i, 


Newman  Tanks _ 

JIB  Group - - — 

Gibbs  Mew . . 

Eyecara  Products 
General  Accident .... 

Bumtiefd - - - 

Sherwood  Group 

Clyde  Patroteom . 

Rattrack - 


Currant  Waafes 


151  Kp 
136»p 
..-21 5p 
-  17%p 
—760p 
141  lap 
,.  44Jf&p 
117%p 
,—393p 


+49p . - _ _ FM  bids 

+27fcp ...Merges with  U^fdThOT^on 

-lOp . . . . Profits  warning 

+72p  — — - — ..  Bid  speculation 

+42p  — - . .  Fafroy  bids 

-14p - Second  profits  waning 

+37Vfep  Gulf  Canada  Resources  bids 
+36J4p . Buying  for  ihe  dividend 
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MEAT  ft  LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 
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after  the  closure  of  Clothing 
Barn.  Margins  continue  to 
suffer.  The  shares  rose  2 p  to 
59!2p. 

The  news  from  Claremont 
and  Gent  left  two  of  their 
biggest  customers  nursing  six- 
able  falls.  Next  fell  7'zp  to 
544’2p  and  Marks  &  Spencer 
ll'zp  to  472]2p.  Coats  Viyella, 
which  issued  a  profits  warn¬ 
ing  earlier  in  the  week,  rallied 
i'lp  to  I27p. 

Elsewhere  among  the  retail¬ 
ers,  Barton  eased  3'zp  to  lSlp 
as  a  line  of  73  million  shares 
were  placed  at  I50l2p. 

Castle  Mill,  another  textiles 
group,  was  steady  at  3^p  after 
announcing  reduced  losses  in 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year. 

Aquarius  Group,  the  furn¬ 
ishings  group,  made  a  positive 
start  in  first-time  dealings, 
opening  at  172'2p.  against  a 
placing  price  of  166p.  The 
shares  later  dipped  to  lTO^p 
before  recovering  to  end  at 
1721  zp.  a  premium  rtf  61  zp. 

Over  on  Ofex.  Sardis  Inter¬ 
national  started  trading  at  Up 
after  a  placing  at  lOp  by 
Griffiths  &  Lamb,  the  broker. 
The  groups  sound  system  is 
used  in  theme  park  simulator 
rides. 

The  breakdown  in  bid  talks 
with  Panther  Securities  left 
Exmoor  Dual  Investment 
Trust  1‘ap  lower  at  12p. 

It  looks  like  being  a  merry 
Christmas  for  Toy  Options, 
which  is  expected  to  benefit 
from  booming  sales  of  Buzz 
Lightyear  dolls  this  year. 
However,  after  touching 
107'2p,  the  shares  closed  all 
square  at  103  *2p. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  There  was 
a  further  flattening  of  the  yield 
curve  as  the  London  market 
took  its  lead  from  firmer 
German  bunds  to  extend  this 
week's  gains. 

Once  again,  the  best  im¬ 
provements  were  seen  at  the 
longer  end,  while  prices 
among  shorter-dated  coupons 
were  held  back  bry  persistent 
interest  rate  worries. 

In  futures,  the  March  series 
of  the  long  gilt  put  on  E'«  at 
EI093 16  as  the  total  number  of 
contracts  completed  readied 
just  22.000. 

Treasury  8  per  cent  put  on 
£93z  at  £10234.  while  Treasury 
8  per  cent  2000  was  just  a  tick 
firmer  at  £102*  9jz- 

□  NEW  YORK:  Shares  on 
Wall  Street  were  mixed  at 
mid-session  after  a  powerful 
opening  drive  steadily  lost 
steam  during  the  rest  of  the 
morning.  The  Dow  Jones  in¬ 
dustrial  average  at  midday 
was  up  14.61  points  at  6.4S82S. 


New  Yolk  (midday): 

Ppw  Jones - M8B25 

Sa?  Composite _ 74*St  (tlBfi) 

Tokyo: 

NtUcd  Average _ l«ML4b  (*1 19J9) 

Hong  Kong: 

Hans  Sena - 


1313141  5*28445) 


Amsterdam*. 

EOE  Index  - - - 

Sydney: 

AD _ _ _ 


632.7!  (-7.I9 


__  237 iB  (+42.1) 


Frankfurt: 

DAX _ 


_ 2854.45  {*46.70) 

Singapore 

strafe  2]%8I  {-23fl 

Brussels: 

General _ 10477341*8803) 

Paris: 

CAC-W _  227833  MM3) 

Zurich: 

SKA  Gen _  83330  (*2A09 


London: 

FT  30 _ 

FT  100 _ 

FTSE  Mid  2S0  - 
FTSE35D _ 


_  27904  (-96) 
4077 A  (*213) 
4448.4  (+41  & 
2023.7  (*14_5) 


FTSE  Esmcncfc  too  _  188*23  (-23.13) 

FT  All-Share - 1993.71  (+13^6) 

FT  Non  Financials -  20701 1*13.66/ 

ft  Fixed  imextsi _  I16-J9  (+02^ 

FT  Govt  seer - 901 1*028} 

Bargains _ 43136 

SEaq  volume - MUm 

USM  (Datasirm! _ 191.73  (*2_2ev 

USS - 1.6668  1*00035 

German  Mark - 25899  (-04*09) 

Eachange  Index - 94.1  (Same) 

Bank  of  England  official  dose  (4pm) 

UECU - 1-3335 

fcSDR - 1. 1624 

RPI _ 153.9  Nov  (2.7%)  Jan  1987=100 

RPIX -  (53.7  Nov  (3J%)  Ian  I9S7-I00 


i«GHirs^saes 


Allied  Colloids  n/p  12  *  1 

Auken  a/p  (5)  1*1 

AZlan  n/p  (620)  «* 

Btocompiuibtes  n/p  25i'i  *  114 


'££ 


FUSES; 

CMK  Mtao . 

.  146p(4*11p)  ' 

Old  Engfish  POb  ... 

Peptide  Thera  . 

DeLaRue . 

Wassail . 

RolteSNolan  . 

.  182p(+11pj 

. 211'.-p(+11p) 

....  SSS’rp  (+29p) 
....  319p(4-15'sp)  1 
. 3ar=p(+ispi 

.  .  524pl  +  16’ii 

FALLS: 

LimeSgM . „.... 

GKN  . 

. 177*4*  I’lOp) 

Barclays . 

GU3  . 

.  994p(-12p) 

. 623p(-8p) 
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Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sen 

VoJ 

FTSE  100 

Dec  9b  _ 

4096*6 

41000 
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«7*0 

8345 
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Mar  97  - 
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MJu  Rales  for  Dec  20 

Amsterdam _ 

Bmsiels - 

Copenhagen - 

Dublin.-^™ _ 

Fianktim..  -  _ — 

Lisbon _ _ 

Madrid., _ 

Milan _ 

Mom  real - 

New  Tort _ 

Oslo _ _ _ 

Paris — - - 

SfocMiotin 

Tofcvo _ _ _ 

Vienna - 

Zurich - 

Move  End 


Range  One  I  Bomb  Smaodi 

2.9045-Z9071  V^T 
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l005telO374  5- (or  16-10pr 
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2W.7;-2eill3  20P.72-2btO5  VMtl  V'dS 

217.92-21&65  2!7.«-il8JS  Wills  5-14d» 

^44  >25512  2545.4- 254X4  IBMds  2M8ds 
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1 1.366-:  1.429  1  :_**-!  1386  VTpr  VTpr 

l»9«»7-|9a»2  190.1 4- 1 90  42  v.pr  T-T.pr 

18.212-18^2  IS-21b-18.235  'e’rfls  Vais 

2-ZGSr 22290  22244-iZ2JO  VVpr  Terror 

Premium  -  pc.  Discount  *  di 


Taken  to  the  wire 


NORTHERN’S  battles  for  independence 
have  been  spirited.  Its  defence  against 
Trafalgar  House  brought  shareholder  re¬ 
turns  m  surprising  abundance. 

Certainly  they  were  surprising  for  the 
electricity  regulator,  who,  only  a  few  weeks 
earlier,  had  supposedly  delivered  a  review  to 
damp  down  on  power  prices.  Northern's 
delivery  of  £550  million  of  goodies  forced  the 
regulator  to  redo  his  sums. 

Northern’s  scorched  earth  defence  made  its 
garden  look  potentially  so  unattractive  that 
another  suitor  seemed  unlikely.  At  the  height 
of  the  takeover  sweeps  that  have  gripped  the 
industry,; Northern  has  continually  seemed 
the  wallflower. 

But  then  came  CE  Electric,  led  by 
Cal  Energy,  a  company  for  which  high  debt 
levels  were  not  necessarily  fearsome.  Offering 


what  it  considered  a  reasonable  and  afford¬ 
able  price,  it  weighed  in  with  a  bid. 

Northem  said  that  the  overtures  were  too 
cheap.  CE  Electric  upped  the  pice,  Pit 

Northern  fought  ot,  raiding  its  cupboards  for 

fresh  delights  to  serve  up  to  investors. 

Admittedly  the  sweetie  store  was  suflennga 
little  after  such  an  enormous  raid  to  fend  off 
Trafalgar.  But  Northern  still  managed  a 
package  that  lifted  the  dividend  by  17  per  cent 
and  promised  a  yield  of  10  per  cait. 

Cai Energy  has  mounted  its  takeover  on  a 
■  ticket  of  cash  now,  rather  than  promises  later. 
Many  investors  have  been  tom  until  the  last 
minute  on  this  offer.  The  extension  of  the 
announcement  until  midnight  was  a  clear  sign 
that  things  were  dose.  Northern  has  relied 
heavily  on  projections,  but  no  one  can  fault  it 
for  it  ability  to  produce  shareholder  benefits. 


Hanson 

THE  chart  tells  rite  story  of 
the  Hanson  conglomerate, 
from  its  first  listing  to  the 
recent  series  of  demergers. 

It  also  why  Lord 

Hanson  once  again  this 
week  railed  against  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  undervaluing  Han¬ 
son  and  the  already 
demerged  US  Industries. 
Imperial  Tobacco  and  M3- 
lennium  Chemicals.  The  En¬ 
ergy'  Group,  consisting  of 
Peabody,  the  US  coal  group, 
and  Eastern,  the  British  elec¬ 
tricity  company,  is  to  be_ 
demerged  in  early  1997.  Ex¬ 
pect  details  soon. 

In  January  the  sum  of  the 
parts  was  around  207p,  but 
when  Lord  Hanson  did  his 
calculations  on  December  2 
for  the  annual  report  he 
reckoned  the  figure  stood  at 
ISOp. 

There  are  a  variety  of 
explanations,  such  as  the 


uncertain  regulatory  outlook 
for  electricity  and  continuing 
difficult  conditions  in  the 
building  industry. 

Hanson  shares,  however, 
were  for  almost  the  entire 
duration  of  the  chart  excited 
by  the  prospects  of  die  next 
big  deal  Market  excitement 
usually  raised  the  price  earn¬ 
ings  ratio  of  Hanson  to  a 
level  at  which  it  was  easy 


enough  to  digest  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  prey. 

Excitement  also  followed  a 
Hanson  deal  as  the  market 
gasped  at  the  prices  Hanson 
obtained  for  breaking  up  die 
unwanted  bits  of  its  target. 
But  without  the  deals  there  is 
no  excitement  and  without 
the  excitement  the  rating  has 
dived.  A  sad  end  to. a  once 
exciting  company. 


THEfggSON 


Amec 

FOR  a  company  that  has 
built  a  fair  few  of  them. 
Kvaemer  would  seem  to 
have  missed  the  boat  on 
Amec.  For  much  of  the  au¬ 
tumn,  the  Amec  share  price 
was  ahead  of  the  £1  or  so  that 
the  Norwegians  paid  for 
their  26  per  cent  stake  in  the 
contractor,  but  Kvaemer  has 
yet  to  sell.  The  presence  of 
such  an  overhang  is  holding 
the  Amec  share  price  back, 
which  explains  yesterday’s 
muted  reaction  to  the  Spie 
Batigoolles  deal. 

-This  is  a  merger  in  all  but 
name,  Amec  having  the  right 
both  to  buy  any -loose  shares 
from  Spie  employees  and  to 
purchase  the  rest  outright  at 
a  price  set  by  independent 
valuers  at  the  end  of  2002. 
Mergers  between  builders 
tend  to  be  about  cost-cutting 
—  the  enhancing  of  margins 
by  losing  overlapping  work¬ 
forces  and  one  of  two  head 
offices  —  but  not  in  this  case. 
This  is,  at  heart,  a  way  of  in¬ 
jecting  Amec's  areas  of  spec¬ 


ialist  expertise  into  S pie's  op¬ 
erations.  The  merged  busi¬ 
ness  will  have  turnover 
approaching  £5  billion  and 
profits  in  the  range  of  £-10 
million  to  £50  million,  to  go 
on  City  estimates  and  a  fore¬ 
cast  to  employees  from  Spie. 
The  minority  stake  will  have 
to  be  equity-aocounted  by 
Amec;  'and,  an  the  City’s 
numbers,  it  represents  a  25 
per  cent  earnings  enhance¬ 
ment  in  the  first  foil  year.  It 
also  represents  a  sensible 
way  forward  for  a  contractor 
too  reliant  on  the  difficult 
British  market  However, 
two  doubts  remain.  French- 
British  mergers  have  a  poor 
record  —  and  that  Kvaemer 
stake  is  still  there.  ‘ 

Meconic 

MECONIC  is  the  country’s 
only  legal  supplier  of  con¬ 
trolled  drugs  such  as  cocaine, 
methadone  and  a  variety  of 
opiates  —  for  medicinal  pur¬ 
poses.  The  company  has  been 
able  to  grow  rapidly  in  the 
past  few  years  as  painkillers 


such  as  codeine  have  become 
increasingly  available  over 
the  counter.  This  buoyancy 
has  enabled  Meconic  to  ride 
a  decline,  in  opiate  product 
margins  resulting  from  a 
poor  poppy  harvest.  The 
company  is  ail  too  aware  that 
its  monopoly  supplier  pos¬ 
ition  is  a  privilege  and  decid¬ 
ed  that  interests  are  better 
served  by  swallowing  some 
of  the  short-term  costs  of  a 
raw  material  price  rise. 

Meconic  has  also  diversi¬ 
fied.  adding  Phoenix,  which 
provides  contract  chemicals 
to  drug  companies.  Phoenix 
has  also  given  Meconic  access 
to  vital  markets,  such  as  the 
US.  from. which  the  company 
was  previously  excluded  by 
international  regulations  on 
exports  of  controlled  drugs. 

The  company's  success  and 
good  growth  prospects  have 
been  fully  recognised,  with 
the  shares  now  nearly  £2 
above  their  1995  float  pricing 
of  135p.  Shareholders  who 
have  developed  the  Meconic 
habit  will  probably  want  to 
‘stick  with  the  company. 


DOUAR  RATES'- 


Australia 


Austria 


- I.2S05-I.2S73 

-  10.95-10.96 

Belgium  (Com) - 32j0M&07 

Canada - -  1.3679-1 3684 

Denmark - 5.9545-5.9585 

France - 5J327-5.2M2 

Germany -  1,55 59-15366 

Hong  Kong  - 7.7365-7.7375 

Ireland - I A5 55- 1.6565 

IQly - 1529-25-1529.75 

japan' - II4.I2-IK22 

Malaysia - 23K7-ZS267 
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Norway - 0A6754.4M5 

(■omigal - 15680156.90 

Singapore - l  J990-I.4CD0 

Spain - 131  07-131 20 

Sweden - 6.82706^354 
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U  A  E  dirham _ 

Baniitfs  BoakCTS  • 
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-  4-20404.2082 
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- 66J0  Buy 

- 6X025-6. 1 265 
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savers 

Anne  Ashworth  and  Caroline 
Merrell  report  on  the  latest 
moves  by  building  societies  on 
the  rocky  road  to  conversion 


Four  million  borrowers 
and  savers  this  week 
feared  for  their  new 
year  windfalls,  after 
the  announcement  that  the 
Woolwich  had  joined  the  mili¬ 
tant  Alliance  &  Leicester  in  die 
struggle  to  amend  die  Budding 
Societies  Bill. 

Both  societies  oppose  the 
proposal  to  remove  the  five- 
year  takeover  protective  ring  - 
that  currently  encircles  any 
society  launching  itself  on  the 
stock  market 

This  shield  against  preda¬ 
tors  will  be  lost  if  the  society 
itself  becomes  an  aggressor.  So 
strong  were  the  objections  of 
’  the  Alliance  &  Leicester  to  this 
provision  that  it  threatened 
last  month  to  postpone  its 
conversion  which  will  spread 
£1,000  average  payouts  among 
its  members. 

The  Woolwich  said  this  week  ' 
that  had  it  known  that  convert¬ 
ing  societies  would  not’  be 
safeguarded,  it  would  have  * 
taken  a  longer  route  to  conver¬ 
sion.  making  takeovers  before 
its  market  debut 
Woolwich  and  A&L  mem¬ 
bers'  should  not  despair 
because  both  societies  are  pro-  ■ 
ceeding,  as  before,  towards 
conversion  and  it  seems  that 
neither  will  abandon  its  plans 
purely  because  they  may  be  left 
vulnerable  to  aggressors. 

There  have  been  rumours 
that  the  A&L was  rethinking  its 
April  stock  market  launch  as  it 
was  likely  to  coincide  with  a 
general  election.  But  as  die 
membership' has  voted  in  far 
vour  of  conversion  the  process 
must  go  ahead. 

Savers  and  borrowers  with 
Halifax  and  Northern  Rode, 
die  two  other  sodeties  floating 
next  year,  need  have  no  trepi¬ 
dation.  Halifax  members  can 
look  forward  to  getting  the  full 
details  of  their  share  payout 
within  weeks,  more  than  two 
years  after  the  float  was  an¬ 


nounced.  The  Halifax  has  al¬ 
ready  waived  its  right  to  pro¬ 
tection.  partly  because  it 
wishes  to  pursue  takeovers, 
while  the  Northern  Rock  says 
that  it  has  no  intentions  of 
bidding  for  anyone. 

This  week  die  Halifax  re¬ 
vealed  that  the  cost  of  merging 
with  the  Leeds  and  becoming  a 
bank  would  be  some  £413  mil¬ 
lion,  with  some  £153  million  of 
this  being  spent  an  communi¬ 
cating  with  members.  The 
dismbutipn  of  voting  packs 
being  sent  to  nine  million 
qualifying  members  earty  next 
month  wO  by  itself  set  the 
society  back  to  lhe  tune  of  £10 
-miHiqn.to  £20  tmlliort' 

With  eight  printing 
companies  in¬ 
volved.  60  Royal 
Mafl  lorries  will 
work  non-stop  for  eight  days, 
as  will  13  mailing  houses. 
Those  who  love  a  statistic  will 
be  interested  to  leara  that  if  the 
pages  of  all  the  documents 
were  laid  side  by  side  drey 
would  cover  160,000  miles  — - 
five  times  the  circumference  of 
the  world. 

The  aim  of  this  operation  is 
to  ensure  that  members  cast 
their  votes  for  or  against  die 
conversion.  The  result  of  die 
poll  will  be  known  at  the 
special  general  meeting  to  he 
held  in  February.  The  society 
expects  to  be  a  quoted  com¬ 
pany  arid  a  bank  by  June. 

When  floated  the  Halifax 
will  have  a  similar  market 
capitalisation  to  Prudential. 
HSBC,  GEC  and  BTR.  Halifax 
shares  should  be  much  sought 
after,  especially  as  it  wiB  join 
the  FT-SE 100  index  of  leading 
shares.  But  it  became  dear  this 
week  that  Halifax  members 


expecting  to  make  a  quick 
killing  on  their  shares  could  be 
disappointed  if  a  proposal  to 
delay  the  its  fast-track  entry 
into  the  index  goes  ahead. 

The  FT-SE  Actuaries  UK 
Indices  Committee,  which 
compiles  the  FT-SE  100  and 
FT-SE  all-share  indices,  is 
concerned  that  die  Halifax  is 
not  making  any  of  the  £10 
billion  of  shares  it  is  issuing 
available  to  institutional  inves¬ 
tors  in  die  City.  It  says  fund 
managers  wfll  be  forced  to 
scrabble  after  the  few  shares 
sold  immediately  by  Halifax 
members.  The  committee  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  shares  could 
become  overvalued,  causing  a 
distortion  in  the  market  and  is 
proposing  a  two  or  three-week 
delay  to  enable  the  City  to  buy 
the  shares  in  a  more  orderly 
way. 

This  could  depress  prices  for 
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Halifax  members  wanting  to 
exchange  their  shares  for  cash 
straight  away. 

Tracker  funds  —  which 
automatically  buy  all  stocks 
in  the  FT-SE  100  —  would 
avoid  buying  Halifax,  it  is 
argued^  leaving  the  price  to 
plummet  as  an  estimated 
•  900.000  members  sold  out 
regardless. 

□  Members  of  the  sodeties 
changing  their  status  in  1997 
—  Bristol  &  West  Halifax. 
Northern  Rock  and  Wool¬ 
wich  —  should  not  forget 
amid  the  Christmas  and  new 
year  festivities,  that  they 
must  have  at  least  £100  in 
their  accounts  on  December 
31, 1996.  or  lose  their  entitle¬ 
ment  to  free  shares. 

Those  Bristol  &  West  Hali¬ 
fax  and  Woolwich  savers 
who  stand  to  qualify  for  the 
additional  variable  distribu¬ 
tion  of  shares  being  made  by 
these  sodeties  must  top  up 
their  accounts  to  the  (pel  that 
they  were  at  at  the  first 
qualifying  date. 


Good  value  beats  a  bargain 


“The  easiest  investment  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  1996  was  to  have  the  right 
_  deposit  in  the  right  building 
iety  at  the  right  time.  In  the  long  run. 
never,  investing  is  no  more  about 
ecting  windfalls  than  tax  pofiqy 
uld  bfc  One  useful  lesson  of  1996  is 
teven  beating  pretty  average  sort  of 
rages  is  not  so  easy, 
tver  the  past  12  months,  the  FT-SE 
index  of  leading  UK  shares  has 
n  about  13  per  cent  With  added 
dends  of  4  per  cent,  that  gave  a 
er  refum  than  most  analysts  expect- 
a  year  ago  and  better  than  the 
rage  annual  return  looked  for  by 

sion  fund  aduaries.  But  virtually  afl 

gains  came  between  July  and 
ober  as  it  became  dear  that  the 
ash  economy  was  belatedly  picking 
again  and  that  world  interest  rates 
ild  not  push  outs  higher, 
fithin  the  overall  average,  there, 
c  the  usufld  winnefS  And  losers- Tins, 
r  bank?  boomed,  brewers  drooped 
goldmines  lost  all  their  eariy  rises 
inflation  stayed  at  bay.  Investors 
i  tracked  the  London  share  market 
rage  should  be  content.  Seemingly, 
hter  prospects  disappointed.  _ 
ovemment  gilt-edged  stories  have 
m  a  touch  over  12  months,  ,  so 
ling  twice  as  much  income  did  not 
tpensaie.  But  the  second  half  was 
nger,  in  fine  with  sterling-  IFyou  put 
r  money  in  overseas  markets,  how- 
■,  flie  improving  pound  spoilt  re- 
is  in  terms  of  what  they  will  buy  at 
ie.  That  is  a  snag  more  faimlarTo 
mese  investors  than  British,  who  -, 
used  to  currency  gains  overseas. 


GRAHAM 

SEARJEANT 


London  by  much.  Most  smaller  Asian 
markets  had  a  poor  year,  in  part 
because  US  investors  preferred  Wall 
Street  Even  Templeton  Emerging  Mar¬ 
kets  trust,  a  long-term  global  winner, 
could  not  match  the  FT-SE  100.' 

Many  UK  private  investors  wifi  look 
enviously  at  die  average  too.  Several  of 
die  100  shares  that  make  up  that  index 
were  real  dogs  in  1996.  Even  worse, 
most  of  these  were  among  the  most 
popular  shares.  For  instance,  British 
Gas.  the  second  most  widely  held 
company  in  Britain,  lost  30  per  cent  of 
its  stock  market  value. 


Partly  as  a  result,  die  average  invest- 

mart  trust  bad  a  relative^  poor  year. 

To  file  surprise  of  many  non-Ameri¬ 
can  sceptics,  the  Dow  Jones  industrial 
average  has  risen  by  more  than  a 
quarter,  twice  as  fast  as,  the  FT-SE  100. 
In  essotce,  die  American  economy  and 
big  companies  continued  to  grow 
healthily  yet  avoided  rising  short-term 
interest  rates.  The  sceptics  were  proved 
wrong  and,  although  some  sharp  cor¬ 
rection  is  still  Ekdy  after  two  gung-ho 
years  of  rising  share  prices,  predictions 
of  a  crash  begin  to  look  like  sour  grapes. 

Measured  in  end-1996  sterling,  how¬ 
ever,  those  who  missed  Wall  Street's 
latest  rise  missed  nothing.  Returns  are  a 
shade  less  than  an  index-tracking  UK 
fund  should  have  achieved.  Much  die 
applies  to  continental  investment, 
even  for  those  not  entangled  in  the 
Morgan  Grenfell  mess.  Sterling  inves¬ 
tors  would,  do  average,  have  lost  a  fifth 

of  their  money  in  Japanese  shares  and 
even  buoyant  Hong  Kong  did  not  beat 


Many  of  us  were  buying  the 
wrong  new  investments  too. 
A  list  of  the  ten  most  popular 
share  purchases  by  private  investors 
throu^i  Fidelity  Brokerage  Services 
last  year  makes  a  good  case  for 
switching  to  unit  trusts.  It  included  four 
notable  1996-  losers;  Hanson.  British 
Gas  again.  Tadpole  Technology  and 
BTR.  Eurotunnel  was  not  a  star;  Glaxo 
Wellcome  and  BT  were  sub-average. 
Only  Asda  and  National  Rower  shone. 
The  odd  one  out  was  Trafalgar  House. 
If  you  bought  fast  December,  a  rescue 
bid  would  have  doubled  your  money  by 
spring.  But  most  1995  bargain-hunters 
bad  their  fingers  burnt 
Hie  best  guide  to  long-term  share 
picking  is  to  search  for  good  value.  But 
value  and  apparent  cheapness  are  not 
die  same.  Too  many  of  us.  it  seems, 
approach  the  stock  market  like  the 
January  sales,  eager  to  pounce  on 
famous  name  brands  seffing  at  half 
price.  The  goods  are  usually  faulty. 


Nearly  all  the  90.000  investors  in  the 
three  trusts  suspended  by  Morgan 
Grenfell  at  the  end  of  August  will  get  some 
form  of  compensation  for  the  losses  caused 
by  the  irregularities  in  the  funds. 

Anyone  with  investments  in  the  Morgan 
Grenfell  European  Growth  trust,  the 
Europa  fund  and  the  European  Capital 
Growth  fund  between  August  1. 1995.  and 
September  5. 1996,  will  be  offered  compen¬ 
sation  in  cash  or  extra  units.  It  is  expected 
that  it  will  be  paid  by  April.  Investors  will 
also  receive  6  per  cent  interest  dating  from 
Septembers,  1995. 

The  three  funds  were  suspended  because 
they  had  breached  the  regulatory  limits  on 
unquoted  companies. 

The  level  of  compensation  will  be  set  in 
relation  to  a  special  European  index  of 
funds  constructed  by  MicropaL  the  fund 
performance  company.  Unfortunately. 
Morgan  Grenfell  had  failed  to  alert  the 


company  yesterday  that  it  was  releasing 
details  of  the  compensation  package  —  so 
the  data  on  the  Index  was  not  available. 

However,  similar  data  from  another 
company.  HSW,  could  give  a  guide  to  the 
level  of  compensation.  For  instance.  £1,000 
invested  in  the  Morgan  Grenfell  Europe 
Growth  trust  at  August  1. 1995  would  have 
been  worth  £95S  on  September  5,  1996.  a 
fall  of  4.19  per  cent.  An  index  of  European 
companies  moved  up  12  percent  over  that 
period.  An  investor  would,  therefore,  get 
about  £162  for  every  £1,000  invested. 

The  thousands  of  investors  who  put  their 
personal  equity  plan  money  into  tnis  fund 
at  the  end  of  the  tax  year  will  get  even  more 
compensation.  A  full  £6,000  invested  on 
March  15  would  have  been  worth  £4.800  at 
September  5  —  a  fall  of  20  per  cent.  The 
index  moved  up  by  about  1  per  cent  over 
dial  period,  so  investors  could  get  around 
£1.260.  Comment,  page  27 
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UP  TO  2%  DISCOUNT 
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Our  Hong  Kong ' 

and  China  Funds 
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taking  off. 


Guinness  Flight  Hovgg^  Kong  Fund  *V 

up  407%  since-?990  and  up  20%  this  year. 
Guinness  Flight  China  Fund  up  23%^this  year*. 
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China’s  economy  is  undergoing  a  profound  transformation  and 
Hong  Kong  is  playing  a  pivotal  role  in  this  development. 

China  shares  have  generally  rebounded  strongly  from  their 
depressed  levels  of  12  months  ago  and  we  believe  that  this  trend 
is  set  to  continue. 


OUR  DISCOUNT  OFFER 

available  until  28th  February  1997. 

•  Invest  in  either  fund  and 
receive  a  1%  discount. 

•  Invest  in  both  funds  and 
receive  a  2%  discount. 


*  We  be&eve  that  the  Hong  Kong  market  is  enjoytog  a  re-rating  as 
fears  of  the  1997  political  transition  are  replaced  by  optimism  for 
Hong  Kong’s  prospects  as  the  financial  capital  of  Southern  China. 

Guinness  Flight  offers  two  funds  to  enable  investors  to  participate  in  these  markets: 

The /fanyAfang  Fkiwd  invesfa  pnatominanlly  to  larger ‘blue  chfo' comparu'es  quoted  on  the  Hong  Kwjg  stock  market 
and  offers  an  established  route  to  access  the  opportunities  arising  from  China's  economic  development. 

The  China  Fund  invests  predominantly  'm  Chinese  companies  through  ‘B‘,  aH'  and  *N'  shares  quoted  in 
Shanghai/Shenzhen,  Hong  Kong  and  New  York  respectively;  and  offers  access  to  China’s  newly  emerging  quoted 
corporate  sector. 

GUINNESS  FLIGHT 


INTELLIGENT  INVESTMENT 


Guinness  Right  Fund  Managers  (Guernsey)  Lknited.  PO  Box  250,  Guinness  Right  House,  Guernsey  GY1  3QH,  Channel  Islands. 
Tab  01481  712176.  Fax  01481  712066.  Internet  http-.//wwwgijmr>es^^ 

Please  send  me  detada  of  the  Quinn&ss  FHgtit  Hong  Kong  Fund  and  tha  Guinnoss  Flight  Chtna  Fund. 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Call  01481  712176  for  information 
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Pep  security  guaranteed — j 


Limited-risk  plans 
may  appeal,  but 
there  are  drawbacks, 


Gavin  Lumsden  says 


Banks  and  fund  managers  are 
proving  once  again  that  they 
are  magicians  with  lots  of 
cricks  up  their  sleeves. 

With  stock  markets  continuing 
their  impressive  yo-yo  imperson¬ 
ations.  amid  gloomy  forecasts  of  low 
growth  next  year,  you  would  expect 
die  average  investment  industry 
wizard  to  be  a  bit  depressed.  Not  a 
bit  of  II  The  latest  wheeze  to  beguile 
investors  is  the  so-called  “guaran¬ 
teed",  or  limited-risk,  personal  equi¬ 
ty  plan  (Pep),  which  provides  capital 
security,  bur  not  a  lot  else. 

This  week  Barclays  launched  the 
second  tranche  of  its  Guaranteed 
Pep.  and  HSBC  Asset  Management, 
sister  company  to  the  Midland,  an¬ 
nounced  it  had  raised  £53.6  million 
for  UK  Equity  Plus  3.  its  third 
limited-risk  Pep  from  Dublin. 

NatWest,  Scottish  Widows.  Edin¬ 
burgh  Fund  Managers,  John  Govett 
and  even  Marks  &  Spencer  are 
already  in  the  market  and  Legal  & 


General,  Save  &  Prosper  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Union  have  ail  got  develop¬ 
ment  teams  working  on  a  product 

Broadly  speaking,  the  new  breed 
of  Peps  offer  me  of  two  guarantees. 
The  first  will  provide  100  per  cent 
capital  security  if  you  keep  the  ftp 
for  a  fixed  period,  usually  five  years. 

The  second  guarantee,  known  as 
the  protected  floor  approach,  is 
more  flexible  as  it  regularly  sets  a 
limit  below  which  the  fund  cannot 
fall,  no  matter  what  happens  to  die 
market  A  typical  level  is  98  per  cent 
a  quarter,  or  95  per  cent  a  year.  This 
is  appealing  because  it  locks  in 
growth  and  protects  it  from  future 
fails.  It  is  particularly  useful  if  you 
are  planning  to  take  your  money  out 
when  the  market  has  just  dropped. 

<  as  it  did  two  weeks  ago. 

Although  superficially  simple, 
guaranteed  Peps  rely  on  complex 
bets  on  the  FT-SE  100  index  using 
expensive  derivative  instruments. 
Up  to  5  per  cent  of  their  assets  can  be 
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Fund  managers  are  like  magicians  with  tricks  up  their  sleeves 


tied  up  in  derivatives,  missing  oat 
cm  the  foil  return  from  equities. 
Worse  still,  many  miss  out  on  the 
dividends  companies  pay  share¬ 
holders.  This  income  constitutes  30 
per  cent  of  the  total  return  of  the 
index  to  investors. 

Take  the  Barclays  Guaranteed 
Pep.  which  operates  the  first  type  of 


guarantee.  It  invests  in  a  unit  trust 
that  gets  capital  and  income  growth 
by  cracking  the  FT-SE  100  index  of 
the  top  100  companies  in  die  UK.  If 
at  the  end  of  five  years  your  invest¬ 
ment  has  fallen,  the  bank  promises 
to  make  up  the  difference.  If  the 
index  grows,  you  get  all  the  growth. 

Cannot  lose?  Consider  this.  If  you 


leave  the  Pep  in  the  first  year  you 
automatically  lose  a  massive  122  per 
cent  of  your  capital  in  charges,  in 
addition  to  a  5  per  cent  bid/offer 
spread,  the  bank  levies  a  1  per  cent 
unit  trust  fee,  a  12  percent  guaran¬ 
tee  charge,  and,  worst  of  all,  a  5  per 
cent  withdrawal  fee.  This  latter 
charge  stays  at  5  per  cent  in  the 
second  year,  3  per  cent  in  years  three 
and  four  and  drops  to  I  .per  cent  in 
year  five. 

Barclays  emphasises  that  the  ftp 
is  designed  to  be  a  five-year  invest¬ 
ment  and  says  the  withdrawal 
charge  simply  covers  the  cost  of  the 
future  and  options  deals  it  has 
written  to  underpin  the  guarantee. 

In  contrast,  Marks  &  Spencer's 
Guaranteed  Capital  Investment 
Plan,  which  also  tracks  the  FT-SE 
100.  offers  a  money-back  guarantee 
and  is  due  to  be  reissued  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  is  more  cost-effective  with  no 
initial  charge,  a  l  per  cent  annual 
management  charge  and  a  L5  per 
cent  guarantee  fee.  Nevertheless, 
these  charges  mean  it  will  underper¬ 
form  the  index  by  25  per  cent  a  year. 

In  the  second  camp  we  have 
another  example  of  an  FT-SE  track¬ 
er.  the  Govett  UK  Equity  Safeguard 
Pep.  By  protecting  98  per  cent  of  the 
assets  each  quarter  and  adjusting 
the  floor,  this  ftp  could  produce  a 
better  return  than  Barclays  or 


Marks  &  Spencer.  However,  unlike 
the  other  two,  the  Govett  Pep  re¬ 
ceives  only  capital  growth  from  the 
index.  Charges  are  53  per  cent 
initial  and  1-25  per  cent  annual. 

NatWest  also  offers  a  Pepable 
Safeguard  unit  trust,  although  if  is 
rebased  annually  and  invests  30  per 
cent  in  international  equities  for 
diversification.  Every  June  1  it  sets  a 
protected  floor  price  at  95  per  cent  of 
the  selling  price  of  the  fund's  units ' 
on  that  day.  Ifthe  unit  price  rises  by 
more  than  10  per  cent,  the  floor  is 
immediately  reset. 

The  advantage  of  NatWest 'S  ap¬ 
proach  is  that  die  most  an  investor 
can  lose  in  a  year  is  5  per  cent, 
whereas  with,  the  Govett  Pep,  total 
toffies  far  a  year  are  potentially  8 
(4x2)  per  cent  However,  the  UK 
stock  market  has  fallen  continuous¬ 
ly  for  a  year  only  once  in  the  past  50 
years.  Rebasing  once  a  year  costs 
less  in  derivatives  deals  as  well 

The  minimum  investment  in  the 
fund  is  £1,000  lump  sum  or  £50  per 
month.  There  is  an  initial  charge  of 
425  per  cent  and  an  annual  man¬ 
agement  fee  of  1.5  per  cent 

Edinburgh  Fund  Managers’  Safe¬ 
ty  First  fund  also  protects  95  per  cent 
of  the  fond  on  an  annual  basis.  It 
charges  3-5  per  cent  initial  and  1-25 
per  cent  annual  and  a  1  per  cent  exit 
charge  in  the  first  year. 


THE  biggest  problem  with 
guaranteed  products  is  that  you 
could  end  up  doing  worse  than 
if you  had  just  left  your  money  on 
cteW  Take  HSBCs  Equity 
Plus  3.  Jt  offered  capital  security 
plus  a  minimum  of  18  per  cent 
capital  growth  over  five  years. 
This  works  out  at  an  annual 
rate  of  326  percent,  which  HSBC 

admits  is  bettered  by  the 
building  socieites,  although  it 

rightly  points  out  tb®1  *e  . 

potential  for  further  growth  is 
unlimited.  However,  once 
again  this  upside  is  linked  to 
capital  growth  in  the  FT-SE 
only-  As  Mark  Dampier.  director 
of  Churchill  Investments,  near 
Bristol  says:  “There  is  no  one 
product  which  will  solve  all 
investors*  needs.  If  people  want 
growth-  from  the  stock  market 
but  want  to  protect  themselves 
against  risk,  they  should  seek 
advice  on  how  to  construct  a 
simple  portfolio  divided 

between  cash,  gilts  and  equities.” 
The  price  of  both  kinds  of 
protection  can  also  include  high 
charges  and  an  investment 
irmance  a  third  less  than 
a  non-guaranteed  Pep. 


or  £25  a  month,  GOVETT 

gives  you  the  INVESTMENT 

potential  of  the  world 


To  establish  a  globally-orientated,  well-diversified 
portfolio  doesn’t  necessarily  require  huge  sums  of 
money.  With  the  John  Govett  Investment  Trust  Savings 
Scheme,  you  can  begin  reaping  the  rewards  of 
professional  fund  management  for  as  little  as  £25 
a  month  or  a  minimum  £250  lump  sum.  The  scheme 
is  specifically  tailored  for  those  seeking  the  prospect 
of  worthwhile  returns  in  the  future.  Our  range 
of  seven  investment  trusts  spans  the  most 
promising  markets  in  the  UK  and  the  World.  You 
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can  choose  from:  Govett  Oriental,  Govett 
Strategic,  Govett  American  Smaller  Companies,  Govett  Asian  Smaller  Companies, 
Govett  Emerging  Markets,  Govett  High  Income  and  Govett  Global  Smaller 
Companies.  A  glance  at  the  chart  will  show  just  how  worthwhile  the  returns  from  ^ 
investment  trusts  can  be.  To  find  out  more  about  our  high  returns,  simply  return  the 
coupon  or  call  us  free  on  0500  796616. 

To:  Tho  Customer  Ssrvton  Department.  John  Govett  &  Co.  Limned.  slteckJeton  House.  A  Bents  Bridge  Lane,  London.  SE1  2HR. 

Tel:  0500  796616.  Please  sand  me  details  or  the  John  Govett  Invest  mem  Trust  Savings  Scheme  O  The  Savings  Scheme  PEP  O 

Name _ 


Address. 


Day  Tel.  No 


TB112 


information  you  provide  may  be  used  to  inform  you  of  other  products  and  services  available  bom  John  Govett.  If  you  do  not  vnsh  to  receive  such 
information,  please  tick  here.  □ 
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Caroline  Merrell  on  new  offers  to  boost  a  growing  army  of  child  investors 


Saving  when 
young  can 
really  add  up 


For  children,  money  gifts 
are  always  appalling. 
When  the-,  joy  of  tills 
year's  Buzz  Lightyear  doll  has 
faded,  cash  will  still  keep  its 
attraction. 

A  report  published  earlier 
this  month  fay  the  NOP,  the 
market  research  group,  shows 
that  young  people  form  early 
links  with  banks  and  building 
societies.  More  than  50  per 
cent  of  children  in  Britain 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and 
nine,  now  have  an  account 
with  a  bank  or  building  soci¬ 
ety.  with  13  per  cent  of  all 
respondents  having  two  or 
more  accounts. 

National  Savings,  banks 
and  building  societies  all  offer 
special  savings  plans  for  child 
ren.  Children  Bonus  Bonds 
pay  a  tax-free  fixed  rate  6.75 
per  cent  if  held  for  five  years. 
Minimum  investment  is  £25. 
With  E2D  you  -can  open  an 
Investment  Account  which 
pays  4.75  per  oenL  One 
month's  notice  is  needed  for 
withdrawals,  ensuring  that 
freespending  youngsters  must 
curb  their  retail  urges. 

Moneyfacts.  the  savings  in¬ 
formation  specialist,  recom¬ 
mends  a  number  of  children’s 
accounts,  including  the  Hali¬ 
fax  Building  Society’s  Little 
Xrra/QuesL  This  instant  ac¬ 
cess  account  has  3  3.1  per  cent 
interest  rate  with  a  minimum 


Investment  of  £1.  The  account 
comes  with  a  moneybox,  stick¬ 
er,  badge,  passbook  wallet, 
carrier  and  magazine.  Ano¬ 
ther  recommended  account  is 
from  the  Nationwide  Building 
Society.  This  instant  access 
account  pays  3.4  per  cent  and 
offers  goodies  such  as  a  com¬ 
pact  disc,  magazine  and  wel¬ 
come  pack- 

Other  less  well  known  soci¬ 
eties  that  offer  better  rates  of 
interest  include  the  Charley  & 
District,  Darlington.  Harpen- 
den  and  Leeds  &  HoTbeck.  For 
instance,  the  Chorley  &  Dis¬ 
trict  offers  an  instant  access 
account  with  5.95  per  cent 
interest  Darlington’s  Founda¬ 
tion  instant  access  account 
offers  an  interest  rate  of  5.75 
per  cent,  while  Harpenden 
Building  Society  offers  the  18 
Club ;  account  which-  has  a 
minimum  investment  of  £5. 
The  interest  Jier&is  6  per  cent 
but  no  withdrawals  are  per¬ 
mitted  until  file  acoounthdder 
reaches  18  years  of  age.  The 
Leeds  &  Holbeck  Building 
Society  has  an  instant  access 
account  which  has  a  mini¬ 
mum  investment  of  £1.000  and 
offers  6  per  cent  interest 

The  highest  interest  rate  is 
offered  by  the  tiny  .  Melton 
Mowbray  Building  Society.  Its 
Sunny  Bond,  which  has  a  30- 
day  terra  of  notice,  offers  6.5 
per  cent  interest 


Children  become  model  savms  with  the  right  iraiaqf  thought 


Go  East  and  West  for  the  bargains 


If  you  are  thinking  of  spending  the 
£L000  bounty  from  the  flotation  of 
your  building  society  early,  a  shop¬ 
ping  trip  to  a  distant  destination  might  be 
worth  considering.  The  strength  of 
sterling  means  that  goods  bought  in 
foreign  climes  will  be  cheaper,  and 
shopping  in  a  new  city  can  be  a  novelty. 

However,  the  price  of  standard  air 
lares  at  this  time  of  year  increase;  so  any 
savings,  could  be  wiped  out.  The  British 
Airways  return  fair  to  New  York,  for  inst¬ 
ance,  rockets  to  £648.  However,  with  the 
dollar  standing  at  about  $L6L  a  shopping 
trip  to  delve  into  the  delights  of  Saks  of 
Fifth  Avenue,  BloomingdaJes,  and  Tifla- 


nys  could  prove  attractive.  Shopping  in 
the  US  can  also  bring  rich  pickings  in  (he 
form  of  chfs^.  electronic  goods  —  such  as 
compact  discs  and  tapes  —  and  cheap 
clothes  and  designer  brands. 

Those  who  want  to  shop  a  little  closer 
to  home  could  opt  to  fly  to  Paris  for  £91. 
However,  those  looking  for  a  bargain 
should  wait  for  the  new  year  sales. 

Another  favoured  destination  is  Istan¬ 
bul  in  Turkey.  The  Turkish  lira  is 
currently  trading  at  a  staggering  168,484 
to  the  pound.  Istanbul's  covered  bazaar, 
m  the  heart  of  the  city,  houses  hundreds 
of  stalls  selling  copper,  leather  and  rugs. 
Winter  is  low  season  —  so  it  could  be  the 


moment  to  tiy  to  get  a  bargain.  Haggling 
over  the  price  is  also  in  order. 

A  return  British  Airways  flight  to 
Prague;  in  the  Czech  Republic.  will  cost 
about  £219.  Favoured  goods  are  Bohemi¬ 
an  crystal,  second-hand  books  and  mem¬ 
orabilia. 

For  the  truly  bargain  conscious,  the 
ten-hour  flight  to  Bangkok  -  could  be 
worthwhile.  A  British  Airways  fore  could 
cost  between  £739  and  E1244.  The  keen 
shopper  can  get  cheap  dothing.  gems 
and  antiques  from  the  Wat  Mahathafs 
market  and  Khao  Sam  road 

Caroline  Merrell 
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Inefficient  stock  picking  by  life  offices  costs  clients  thousands  of  pounds,  says  Marianne  Cnrphey 

>on’t  miss  the  bus 


in 


Personal  pension  holders  could 
miss  out  on  thousands  of 
pounds  of  retirement  income 
because  the  investment  strategy  of 
their  life  office  is  ’‘woolly  and 
underdeveloped”  it  was  claimed  this 
week.  In  many  cases,  they  would 
have  been  better  off  buying  a  pension 
from  a  big  investment  house  with 
clearer  investment -and  stock-picking 
goals.  The  report,  published  by 
Bacon  &  Woodrow,  the  consultant, 
suggests  that  many  life  offices  are  so 
uncompetitive  and  inefficient  that 
they  will  simply  disappear. 

B&W  estimates  drat  the  number  of 
companies  selling  personal  pensions 
will  fall  from  almost  100'to  about  12 
by  the  year  2000. 

B&W  found  institutional  managers 
produced  far  better  returns  than 
those  achieved  by  many  life  offices 
that  lacked  “measurable  objectives” 
Andrew  Warwidc-Thomnson,  who 
compiled  the  survey,  said  that  the 
average  institutional  managed  fund 
outperformed  its  retail  counterpart 
by  1-8  per  cent  a  year  over  the  past 
five  years. 

He  added:  “The  best  retail  manag¬ 
ers  can  compete  head  to  with 
their  institutional  counterparts,  but 
many  investors  in  personal  pensions 
run  the  risk  of  lower  long-term 
returns  which  will  depress  their 
retirement -income.  The  big  invest¬ 
ment  houses  —  among  them  Mercu¬ 
ry.  Schroders,  Morgan  Grenfell. 
Gartmore  and  PDFM  —  are  starting 
to  challenge  the  traditional,  province 
of  the  life  offices.  Most  independent 
financial  advisers  and  personal  pen¬ 
sion  investors  are  not  sufficiently 
demanding  of  retail  managers.” 

B&W  sees  the  real  problem  for 
private  investors  as  toe  dearth  of 
good  statistical  information  that 
would  enable  them  to  make  choices 
about  the  funds  to  buy. 

Figures  showing  simple  accumu¬ 
lated  returns  did  not  paint  the  whole 
picture  because  the  investor  needed 


to  know  how  risky  file  fund  was  in 
comparison  to  others  in  the  sector, 
and  whether  the  returns  would  have 
been  greater  if  money  had  been  put 
.  into  the  fund  at  various  times  during 
the  year. 

Mr  Warwick-Thompson  said  sane 
life  offices  described  their  investment 
strategy  as  aiming  to  achieve  “above- 
average  performance  with  the  mini¬ 
mum  of  risk  over  the  long  term”. 

“Investors  should.be  asking,  what 
is  the  long  term  and  bow  many 
years?  How  risky  is  foe  fond  com¬ 
pared  to  its  peas,  and  whar  criteria 


BACON  &  Woodrow  claimed 
that  the  majority  of  published 
research  lacked  analytical  so¬ 
phistication  and  suggested  in¬ 
vestors  should  ask  these  basic 
questions  of  fond  managers: 

□  What  is  the  fund's  objective? 
Is  tins  objective  measurable? 
Against  what  is  it  measured? 

□  Has  the  fund  met  its  objec¬ 
tive  in  foe  pan? 

□  Does  foe  manager  have  well- 
defined  and  robust  asset  alloca¬ 
tion  and  stock  selection 


□  Can  the  manager  attribute 
foe  added  value  of  each  stage  of 
his  investment  processes  to  his 
fund's  performance? 

Mr  Warwidc-Thompson  said 
same  of  foe  traditional  life 
offices  had  problems  defining 
what  their  investment  objec¬ 
tives  were.  “We  asked  these 
questions  of  foe  funds  we  sur¬ 
veyed.  The  retail  managers, 
with  some  exceptions,  were  in¬ 
efficient  and  did  not  know  what 
they  were  trying  to  achieve.” 


race 


does  the  fund  have  to  meet  to  merit 
the  description  'above  average*?" 
B&W  has  drawn  up  a  shortlist  of 
pension  fund  managers  that  it  rates 
highly,  but,  unfortunately  for  inves¬ 
tors,  it  does  not  reveal  which  these 
companies  are. 

However,  of  the  308  funds  ana¬ 
lysed.  only  27  met  B&WS  strict 
criteria.  Among  the  providers  were 
Norwich  Union  and  Standard  life, 
which  were  both  singled  out  for 
special  praise  by  B&W  last  year. 

Funds  were  excluded  if  they  had 
poor  performance,  were  closed  to 
new  business,  had  less  than  £20 
million  under  management  (which 
was  considered  to  be  too  small  to  be 
successful  in  the  competitive  life 
sector)  and  were  not  available 
through  independent  financial  advis¬ 
ers  on  a  nil  commission  basis. 

The  providers  that  made  it  through 
this  screening  process  are  listed  below. 
However,  a  provider  may  have  one 
fund  that  was  outstanding  and  others 
that  performed  less  welL  The  success¬ 
ful  providers  were  Abbey  Life;  Allied 
Dunbar;  AXA  Equity  &  Law;  Clerical 
Medical;  Commercial  Union;  Friends 
Provident;  General  Accident;  Gan 
Fidelity.  Perpetual  and  Stewart  Ivory, 
Gartmore;  Guardian;  Legal  &  Gener¬ 
al:  Lincoln  National’s  Schroders, 
Managed  3  and  Managed  4  funds; 
London  &  Manchester's  Ex  Balanced 
and  Ex  Flexible;  M&G  Pension  Man¬ 
aged;  Mercury  International  and  Port¬ 
folio;  National  Mutual;  Norwich 
Union;  NPI;  Old  Mutual;  Prudential 
Hoi  bom  Managed  and  Prudential 
MPP  Discretionary:  Scottish  life; 
Scottish  Mutual  and  Scottish  Provi¬ 
dent;  Skandia’s  Fidelity.  Gartmore, 
Perpetual.  Morgan  Grenfell  and  Bal- 
-  anced  managed  funds;  Standard  Life. 
Sim  Alliance  (now  Royal  &  Sun 
Alliance)  and  Sun  life. 

Mr  Warwick-Thompson  said  life 
offices  in  die  future  might  be  forced  to 
contract  out  funds  to  investment 
houses  to  improve  their  performance. 
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Morgan  Grenfell 
investors  owe 
thanks  to  Imro 


Morgan  Grenfell 
could  have  used 
the  announcement 
of  compensation  for  the 
*>-000  hapless  investors  in 
its  European  funds  as  an 
opportunity  to  salvage  its 
reputation.  However,  the 
group's  unimpressive  con¬ 
duct  suggests  that  it  has 
failed  to  learn  from  its  mis¬ 
takes  and  seems  not  to 
realise  how  profoundly  the 
episode  has  damaged  its 
image. 

Yesterday  the  group  was 
more  concerned  about  the 
effect  of  the  payment  on  the 
share  price  of  its  German 
parent  on  the  Frankfort 
slock  market  than  to  make 
public  as  soon  as  possible  the 
already  delayed  details  of  the 
£200  million  package. 

This  sudden  anxiety  about 
the  impact  of  the  news  on  the 
Deutsche  Bank  price  was 
puzzling  since  the  amounts 
involved  had  appeared  in 
The  Times  two  weeks  ago. 

But  much  in  the  whole 
affair  has  been  inexplicable 
and  blatant  in  its  disregard 
for  investors’  interests. 
Throughout.  Morgan  Gren¬ 
fell  has  failed  to  respect  its 
customers'  fundamental 
right  to  know  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  to  their  money.  This 
is  shown  very  clearly  in  the 
timetable  of  events.  In  April 
this  year,  the  group  became 
concerned  that  Peter  Young, 
the  investment  manager  for 
the  three  hinds,  was  putting 
too  much  money  into  high- 
risk  unquoted  securities. 

At  this  time,  the  funds 
were  newly  swollen  with 
cash  from  those  using  their 
£6.000  annual  personal  eq¬ 
uity  plan  allowances-  They 
had  believed  they  were 
putting  their  money  into 
solid  European  businesses. 
Morgan  Grenfell  did  noth¬ 
ing  to  disabuse  them  of  that 
notion. 

Investors  first  learnt  of  foe 
scandal  at  the  start  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  A  foil  explanation  of 
events  was  not  given,  al¬ 
though  Morgan  Grenfell  did 


Everyone  wants  to  board  the  best  vehicle  for  retirement  funds 


Income  strategy  could  hamper  M&G’s  trust  launch 


M&G.  one  of  the  UK’s  biggest 
fund  managers,  is  unlikely  to 
win  much  support  from  advis¬ 
ers  and  investors  for  its  new 
investment  trust  aimed  at  the 
personal  equity  plan  (Pep) 
market 

The  split  capital  trust  will 
follow  M&G’S  overall  strategy 
of  picking  UK  stocks,  that 
produce  higher-than-average 
income  —  it  is  this  particular 
strategy  that  has  been  M&G’s 
.undoing  over  the  past  12 
months.  An  analysis  of  foe 
performance,  of  foe  UK  stock' 


market  shows  that  companies 
geared  for  growth  did  far 
better  than  companies  that 
paid  but  increasing  dividends. 

For  instance.  M&G’s  small¬ 
er  companies  unit  trust  fell  4 
per  cent  in  a-year  when  an 
average  smaller  companies 
unit  trusts  rose  10  per  cent 
and  tiie  stock  market  rose  6 
per  cent  M&G’s  Equity  in¬ 
vestment  trust  launched  at 
this  time  last  year  to  coincide  - 
with  foe  Pep  season,  has  risen 
only  slightly  since  -launch  -in 
spate  of  attracting  nearly  £300 


million.  The 
group  has 
come  under 
increasing 
criticism  for 
this  philoso¬ 
phy,  some  in¬ 
dependent 
financial  advisers  have 
stopped  putting  their  clients’ 
money  with  the  group,  and. 
last  week,  ax  its  annual  results 
briefing,  David  Morgan, 
M&G  group  managing  direc¬ 
tor.  faced,  strong  criticism  of 
the  investment  performance  of 


its  foods.  The 
proportion  of 
its  trusts  in 
foe  top  quar- 
tile  has 
dropped 
from  81  per 
cent  to  12  per 
cent  over  the  past  ten  years. 
M&G  acknowledged  that  its 
performance  during  the  year 
had  been  poor  but  said  that 
the  UK  was  now  at  a  siage  in 
foe  economic  cyde  where 
high-yielding  stocks  would 
outperform.  It  said  that  the 


new  investment  trust  aimed  to 
lake  advantage  of  this  shift. 

M&G  is  also  launching  the 
fond  at  this  time  to  coincide 
with  the  winding  up  of  its 
Dual  I  [investment  trust —it  is 
hoping  that  investors  will  keep  ‘ 
their  cash  with  the  group. 

Ian  Miilward.  Chase  de 
Vere  adviser,  said:  “We  have 
not  been  recommending 
M&G  for  some  time.  This 
fund  does  not  have  anything 
particular  to  make  it  worth 
recommending,  although  the 
charges  are  low." 


The  fund  will  be  launched  in 
February  and  will  have  a  live- 
week  launch  period.  It  will 
carry  no  initial  charge  and 
will  have  no  withdrawal  fees. 
It  will  be  possible  to  save  as 
little  as  £50  a  month  into  the 
trust,  which  carries  a  mini¬ 
mum  investment  of  £1.000. 
Investors  can  buy  a  package  of 
growth  and  income  units,  and 
zero-dividend  preference 
shares,  or  they  can  just  buy  the 
growth  and  income  shares. 

Caroline  Merrell 


issue  an  apology.  Subse¬ 
quently,  however,  the  group 
has  been  less  than  forthcom¬ 
ing.  Even  in  the  compensa¬ 
tion  announcement,  Morgan 
Grenfell  promises  only  that 
no  investor  will  actually 
“lose  money"  as  a  result  of 
"recent  events"  (see  page  25). 

The  final  payouts  are  like¬ 
ly  to  be  more  generous  than 
this.  But  investors  owe  their 
gratitude  for  the  senlemeni 
more  to  Imro,  the  investor 
watchdog  that  has  so  careful¬ 
ly  safeguarded  their  inter¬ 
ests.  Its  intervention  has 
been  one  of  the  few  praise¬ 
worthy  features  in  this  sorry 
affair. 

Guaranteed? 

IT  IS  the  cherished  ambition 
of  every  fond  management 
group  to  convert  the  commit¬ 
ted  building  society  investor 
to  the  stock  market  cause. 

The  pursuit  of  this  aim  has 
led  to  the  creation  of  various 
types  of  schemes  that  prom¬ 
ise  the  excitement  of  an 
investment  in  shares  and  the 
solidity  of  a  savings  account. 

The  two  may  be  mutually 
incompatible,  but  that  does 
not  deter  the  marketing  men. 
They  know  that  the  word 
"guaranteed’*  can  convince 
even  the  most  sceptical  saver. 
Add  the  beguiling  words  “tax 
free"  and  you  are  on  to  a 
winner,  which  is  why  unit 
trust  groups  are  currently 
putting  so  much  muscle  be¬ 
hind  the  promotion  and  dev¬ 
elopment  of  their  guaranteed 
personal  equity  plans  (Peps). 

The  guaranteed  Pep  seems 
like  the  best  invention  ever 
(see  page  26).  You  gain  if  the 
market  rises,  but  do  not  lose 
if  it  falls.  However,  as  al¬ 
ways,  foe  small  print  con¬ 
tains  the  true  facts.  You  may 
not  benefit  by  the  foil  amount 
of  any  index  increase  and 
may  pay  heavily  if  you  need 
your  cash  in  a  huriy. 
Barclays,  for  example,  will 
slice  off  12  per  cent  Such 
meanness  is  beyond  even  a 
building  society. 
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It  doesn  9t  focive  to  take  forever  to 
start  a  pension,  J test  7  <2ctysl 

With  us,  your  pension  can  be  well 
underway  toy  this  time  next  week, 
or  whenever  it  suits  you  toest.  d&k 

For  full  written  details  of  our^p 
low-cost,  easy-to-start 
pensions  please  call  us  j&jk 
FREE  on 
0800  374857 
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Schroders. 
\bur  number  one 
choice  for 
performance. 


and  part of Alfianz,  Europe's  largest  insurance  group. 


Such  unit  trust  performance  will  raise  few 
eyebrows  in  informed  circles. 

After  all.  a  reputation  such  as  Schroders'  cannot 
be  built  by  merely  providing  impressive  short  term 
results.  The  truth  is,  Schroders  have  consistently 
delivered  outstanding  performance  for  many  years. 

Nor  is  ii  an  achievement  that  has  gone  unnoticed. 
We  now  have  over  £12  billion  under  management**  in 
unit  trusts  from  those  ubo  already  know  about  our 
track  record. 

With  more  than  4.000  staff  in  over  20  countries. 
Schroders  have  resources  above  and  beyond  those  or 
most  comparable  organisations. 


Through  our  1 .000  investment  personnel  wc 
obtain  the  in-depth  research  and  local  knowledge 
which  has  produced  lop  performing  unit  trust  funds. 

So  our  results  over  the  last  three,  five  and  ten  years 
will  come  as  little  surprise. 

AU  of  which  begs  one  question.  Wouldn’t  you  be 
better  off  with  Schroders? 

You  can  invest  with  a  minimum  of  only  £1,000  in 
any  one  unit  trust  and  our  regular  investment  scheme 
costs  as  little  as  £50  a  month. 

For  more  information  on  our  world-class  imh  trust 
performance,  just  call  us  free  or  return  the  coupon  below. 
Alternatively,  contact  your  usual  financial  adviser. 


Call  0800  002  000  Qnnrin-  rc-f  «>1K 


TO:  SCHRODERS.  CUSTOMER  SERVICES  DEPT. 
01918  FREEPOST.  LON  7109.  LONDON  EC4B  4PD 
Please  send  me  tny  free  copy  of  the  Schroder  Investment 
Collection  brochure.  I  am  particularly  interested  in: 

LHC  □  LB  □  Japan  G  Far  East  D  Europe  0 
Emerging  Markets  0  All  of  these  O 


Schroders 


'Sourer  Mirrvpal  faring  price  to  irlliitgpncr  n  rrleram  sector  irirt  art 
mceme  rruncitcd  rc  lb  12  Oh.  five  yearfigurnfruHOU?  91.  Schrader 
UK  Equity  Fund  once  03  01  72  (first  due  rcnnJnJ  on  Mirrepal  i.  In 
out  of  17  and  am  3  .Iran  4th  mi l  of  II!,  *103.42 .  Sdiruder  Tokyo 
Fietd  jwr  02.03  81,  Imi  out  of  IS  ami  over  3  rears  4th  am  of  76. 
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Nathan  Yates  looks  at  ways  to  save  money  by  switching  credit  cards 

How  to  avoid  a  costly 
new  year  hangover 


Christmas  credit  card 
spending  is  set  to  hit 
record  levels  and  for 
many  cardholders  a  spring 
debt  hangover  looms.  With  40 
per  cent  of  adults  likely  to 
spend  E400or  more  during  the 
festive  season,  buying  on  plas¬ 
tic  could  exceed  last  year’s  E4.4 
billion  figure  —  and  shoppers 
are  unlikely  to  repay  entirely 
in  January.  But  for  those  who 
are  faced  with  a  growing 
repayment  burden  next  year, 
help  is  at  hand  from  a  new 
wave  of  competitive  credit 
card  deals. 

Many  of  these  are  designed 
to  attract  a  transfer  of  debts,  so 
there  are  often  added  incen¬ 
tives.  such  as  super  low  tempo¬ 
rary  rates  and  an  absence  of 
transfer  costs. 

A  survey  carried  our  by  The 
Times  shows  just  how  much 
difference  the  new  offers  could 
make  to  those  with  negative 
balances  this  spring.  The  £483 
six-month  oast  of  a  E5,000debt 
with  Bare  Lay  card  can  be  re¬ 
duced  by  £165  if  the  balance  is 
transferred  to  Hamilton  Di¬ 
rect's  Visa  card.  Move  it  to 
Beneficial  Bank's  English 
Heritage  Visa  and  the  cost  will 
be  reduced  by  £200.40.  Better 
still,  transfer  it  to  MBNA1? 
Mastercard /Visa  and  the  sav¬ 
ing  will  be  £24 1  .SO.  which  in 
effect  means  that  the  interest 
paid  over  the  six-month  period 
will  be  cut  by  more  than  half. 

For  smaller  borrowing  hab¬ 
its  the  expenditu  re  may  matter 
less,  but  even  with  an  out¬ 
standing  balance  of  £2.000  it  is 
still  possible  to  make  signifi¬ 
cant  savings.  A  £2.000  debt  at 
Bardaycard  costs  £193.20  over 
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If  you  shop  like  Alicia  SQverstone  does  in  Clueless,  it  need  not  spell  financial  disaster 


six  months.  Through  transfer¬ 
ring  the  balance,  this  can  be 
reduced  by  between  £57.60  at 
the  People’s  Bank  of  Conn¬ 
ecticut  and  £96/96  at  MBNA, 
Capital  One  Bank  or  Bradford 
and  Bingley  Building  Society. 
In  each  of  these  cases  the 
transfer  of  balance  costs  noth¬ 
ing,  because  there  is  no  annual 
fee. 

Some  of  the  biggest  savings 
to  be  made  in  die  new  year 
come  from  American  credit 
card  companies  such  as  the 
People’s  Bank  of  Connecticut 
or  MBNA,  who  are  accus¬ 
tomed  to  heavier  borrowing. 
But  British  companies  have 


joined  the  race  to  undercut 
traditional  main  players  — 
and  even  some  high  street 
banks  such  as  Midland  Bank 
and  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scot¬ 
land  now  offer  reduced  rate 
deals. 

The  cheapest  rate  credit 
card  at  -the  moment  is  Co¬ 
operative  Bank's  Advantage 
Visa,  which  charges  7.9  per 
cent  APR  until  April  1  next 
year.  Like  Hamilton  Direct’s 
Visa  or  R  Heming/S&P  Base 
Rate  Linked,  the  Advantage 
card  recoups  some  of  the  costs 
of  the  reduced  rate  by  offering 
no  interest-free  period.  Bor¬ 
rowers  who  intend  escaping 


Company 

Transfer  Deal 

Amount  saved  over  6 

months  on  debts  of 

£2000 

£5000* 

Beneficial  Bank 

Lower  rate  of 

£80.1  b' 

£200.40 

English  Heritage  Visa 

11 5%  for  6  months 

Bradford  and  Bingley  BS 

Lower  rate  of 

£9646 

£241.80 

M.CardMsa 

95%  lor  6  months 

Capital  One  Bank 

Lower  rate  of 

£9646 

£24140 

Visa 

9.9%  for  B  months 

HamBton  Direct 

Lower  rate  of 

£66.00 

£16540 

Visa 

12.9%  for  6  months 

People's  Bank  Conneticut 
M.CardAfea 

14.4%  rate  (no 
time  restriction) 

£57.60 

£144.00 

Co-operative  Bank 

Lower  rate  of 

£102.80  • 

£25850 

Advantage  Visa 

74%  until  April  97 
(104%  thereafter) 

MBNA 

Lower  rate  of 

£9646 

£241.80 

M. Card/Visa 

9.9%  tor  8  months 

Midland  Bank 

Lower  rate  of 

£79.80 

£199.50 

M.Card/Vlsa 

114% fori  year 

RBS  Advanta 

Lower  rate  of 

£79.80 

£19940 

Visa 

114%  until  Nov  97 

R  Heming/S&P 

114%  base  rate 

£88.60 

£221.46 

ll/LCard/Vina 

linked 

*  Assvrmg  an  onespa!  APR  of  223%  and  rhet  the  balance  remains  constant 


from  interest  payments  alto¬ 
gether  should  remember  this. 

Traditional  major  UK  card 
companies  can  claim  that  cer¬ 
tain  cut-rate  deals  are  merely 
ways  of  enticing  borrowers 
into  paying  more  later.  So- 
called  "teaser”  rates,  like 
MBNA's  9.9  per  cent,  usually 
expire  after  six  months.  In 
MBNA^s  case,  it  is  replaced  by 
a  rate  of  18.9  per  cent  on  all 
new  transactions,  excluding 
cash  and  cheques. 

But  some  of  the  new  cards 
manage  to  stay  attractive  long 
after  die  festive  overspend  has 
been  mastered.  The  People's 
Bank  of  Conneticut  offers  its 
Mastercard/Visa  at  14.4  per 
cent  APR  —  8.1  per  cent  less 
than  Barclaycard'S  rate.  The 
interest-free  period  for  both 
cards  is  an  identical  56  days. 
Unlike  other  cut-rate  com¬ 
panies.  People's  Bank  is  not 
Limiting  its  reduction  to  a  six 
month  “teaser”  offer. 

It’s  a  formula  which  will 
attract  both  consistent  over¬ 
spenders  and  those  who  can 
keep  repayments  under  con¬ 
trol.  Ron  Urquart,  of  People's 
Bank,  says:  “The  credit  card 
industry  is  changing  in  the  UK 
and  I  believe  we  are  at  the 
cutting  edge.  There  is  increas¬ 
ing  competition  to  improve 
services  and  this  means  con¬ 
sumers  will  be  the  winners. 
And  yes,  it  also  means  that 
overspending  on  your  plastic 
may  not  be  such  a  serious 
mistake  this  Christmas." 


Bid  fremy  in  the  television  sector  has 
sent  share  prices  sky  high  in 
expectation  of  more  takeovers.  As  a 
result,  the  sector  is  trading  at  a  40  per  cent 
premium  to  the  rest  of  the  stock  market, 
presenting  few  .obvious  investment 
bargains.  ' 

But  a  few  well-chosen  stocks  should 
bear  fruit  as  further  consolidation  and 
deal  making  is  inevitable.  Next  year  will 
see  the  launch  of  Channel  5.  the  UK'S  fifth 
terrestrial  channel,  and  the  first  trumpet 
blasts  in  the  digital  TV  revolution. 

Loma  Tiibian,  media  analyst  at 
Panmure  Gordon,  the  stockbroker,  says: 
"All  nv  companies  are  benefiting  from 
higher  advertising  revenues  in  the  fourth 
quarter,  reflecting  the  return  of  the  'feel¬ 
good'  factor  in  the  high  street  The 
Advertising  Association  is  expecting  7  per 
cent  growth  in  revenue  this  year  com¬ 
pared  with  last:”  Her  favourite  stock  is 
Carlton  Communications,  which  at  a  15 
per  cent  jjremium  to  the  rest  of  the  stock  , 
market,  is  relatively  cheap. 

This  year  has  seen  the  three  big  players 
—  Carlton,  Granada,  and  United  News  & 
Media  —  begin  the  grand  ITV  carve-up, 
signalled  by  the  merger  between  United 
and  Lord  HollidfS  MAI  group. 

Michael  Green's  Carlton,  the  largest 
independent  TV  company,  which  owns 
the  London  weekday  and  Central  ITV 
franchises,  added  Westcountiy,  the  South 
West  of  England  ITV  franchise,  to  its 
rosier  for  £85  million  last  month. 

Scottish  TV,  part-owned  by  Flextech. 
the  cable  and  satellite  operator,  and  the 
Mirror  Group,  recently  sold  its  20  per  cent 
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stake  in  HTV  to  United.  And  Granada, 
the  leisure  and  media  giant  that  makes 
Coronation  Street ,  is  expected  to  gobble 
up  the  rest  of  Yorkshire  Tyne-Tees  TV 
eventually  —  It  already  owns  27  per  cent. 

Carlton  would  love  to  get  its  hands  on 
HTV  as  its  adjacent  position  to 
Westcountry  would  allow  it  to  make 


significant  operational  cost .savings.  But 
Lord  HollickTs  stake  is  a  high  hurdle  to 
dear.  The  shoot-out  between  the  two 
companies  could  leave  investors  up  on  the 
deak  espedally  as  United  must  pay  42Qp  a 
share  for  HTV  under  Takeover  Panel 
rules  if  it  wants  to  buy  the  rest  of  the 
company  before  the  end  of  October.  The 
shares  are  now  valued  at  360p. 

The  remaining  independent  franchises 
Scottish,  Border.  Grampian,  HTV  and 
Ulster— are  unlikely  to  remain  so  beyond 
1997.  But  analysts  believe  that  bid  activity 
will  be  put  on  hold  until  share  prices  cool. 

Digital  TV.  which  promises  200-plus 
channels,  pay-per-view  TV,  and  interac¬ 
tive  services  such  as  home  banking, 
shopping,  and  video  on  demand,  has  to  be 
good  news  for  programme  makers. 
Whether  digital  channels  are  delivered 
via  tores  dial  broadcast,  satellite,  or 
cable,  they  will  all  need  content 
Canny  companies,  such  as  Flextech, 
owned  by  Telecommunications  Inc,  of  the 
US,  and  Chris  Wright's  Chrysalis  Group 
have  been  busily  accumulating  pro¬ 
gramme  rights  to  auction  off  at  a  time 
when  popular  programmes  can  com¬ 
mand  a  fot  premium. 

The  BBC  has  already  announced  a  link 
with  Flextech  and  is  considering  a  deal 
with  BSkyB.  the  E&3  billion  satellite 
broadcaster  in  which  News  International, 
owner  of  The  Times,  has  a  40  per  cent 
stake.  BSkyB  is  pressing  ahead  with  hs 
own  "set-top  box”  technology  needed  to 
decode  the  digital  signal. 

Matthew  Wall 


No  choice  but  to  vent  annuity  anger  Pension  treatment  unfair 


From  Mr  M.  Lawrence 
Sir,  Mr  BowteU's  letter  (De¬ 
cember  14).  while  admirably 
explaining  the  principle  of 
shared  risk,  singularly  fails  to 
answer  the  very  profound 
point  raised  by  previous  corre¬ 
spondents.  The  capital  in  my 
pension  fund  is  my  money.  I 
should  be  able  to  choose  how  I 
wish  to  spend  it. 

Currently,  I  have  to  purchase 
an  annuity  at  some  time.  The 
rates  on  that  annuity  should 
reflea  how  long  the  insurance 
company  expects  me  to  live  for, 
and  should  increase  the  yield 
above  whatever  normal  refer¬ 
ence  rate  available,  to  account 
for  repaying  me  my  principal 
in  addition  to  that  normal 
reference  rate.  This  annuities 
fail  to  do. 

As  a  concrete  example.  I 
could  point  to  the  variously 


British  Gas  delay 

From  Mr  R.  Lind  ley 
Sir.  Alerted  by  a  letter  from 
Geoffrey  Negus,  of  Solihull,  in 
Weekend  Money  Letters  on 
June  15  —  I  also  then  lived  in 
Solihull  —  P  checked  my  gas 
bQls  to  see  if  I  was  receiving 
the  6  per  cent  discount  due  for 
direct  debit  payments.  I  was 
not. 

Successive  phone  calls  to 
British  Gas  in  Solihull  pro¬ 
duced  promises  but  no  action. 
It  has  taken  two  months*  effort 
by  the  Gas  Consumers  Coun¬ 
cil  in  Birmingham  to  persuade 
them  to  send  me  a 
reimbursement.  - 

Thank  you.  The  Times; 
thank  you,  Mr  Negus:  and 
thank  you.  Gas  Consumers 
Council. 

But  I  am  left  wondering 
about  British  Gas. 

Are  they  really  so 
inefficient? 

Yours  faithfully. 

RICHARD  LINDLEY. 

28  Denham  Close, 

Winchester. 


available  building  society  per¬ 
petual  issues  (Pibs)  or  perhaps 
the  Standard  Chartered  per¬ 
petual  floating  rate  note. 

Both  types  of  instrument  pay 
well  above  short-term  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  compare  favourably 
with  the  yields  on  longer-term 
products.  So  if  I  were  to  use  ray 
pension  fund  to  purchase  ei¬ 
ther  of  these  I  would  either 
gain,  or  not  lose  significantly, 
just  in  terms  of  annual  interest 
paid.  When  I  die,  both  of  these 
types  of  investment  would  still 
be  available  to  my  heirs  to  sell 
in  the  market  to  recover  my 
original  capitaL 

I  do  not  think  that  anyone 
could  argue  that  any  of  the 
building  society  issues,  or 
Standard  Chartered,  repre¬ 
sents  an  unacceptable  risk 
compared  to  any  insurance 
company,  despite  the  precise 
terms  under  which  interest 
may  be  delayed  or  avoided  in 
these  instruments  —  the  likeli¬ 
hood  is  vanishingly  small. 

.  Finally,  to  add  insult  to 
injury.  I  know  from  my  own 
professional  experience, 
which  is  dosely  related  to  both 
of  these  types  of  instrument, 
that  the  insurance  companies 
have  purchased  these  types  of 
product  in  order  to  bade  their 
pension  liabilities. 

Just  think  of  what  they  may 
do  with  my  pension  fond  when 
I  retire  —  buy  some  Standard 
Chartered  [perpetual  floating 
rate  notesj,  pay  me  he  interest 
and  then  keep  the  bond  itself 
when  I  die.  I  can  manage  that 
myself,  thank  you.  What  I  want 
is  the  choice  not  to  buy  an 
annuity,  especially  when  it  is 
my  generation  that  is  paying 
national  insurance  contribu¬ 
tions  for  which  we  will  not  £et 
any  meaningful  state  pension 
when  retirement  finally 
arrives. 

Yours  faithfully. 

M.  LAWRENCE, 

Cranfield  Park, 

Burstall, 

Suffolk. 


From  Mr  C.  G.  Wyman 
Sir.  Mr  BowteU’s  letter  ex¬ 
plaining  annuities  (Weekend 
Money,  December  14)  does  not 
alter  their  iniquity.  What  this 
explanation  amounts  to  is  that 
when  pension  savings  are 
invested  by  the  annuity  pro¬ 
vider  in  fixed-interest  securi¬ 
ties.  pensioners  are  simulta¬ 
neously  entered  into  a  lottery 
based  on  age.  Those  who  live 
longer  than  a  certain  age 
receive  benefit  from  other 
people's  savings  and  those 
who  die  before  that  age  pass 
benefit  from  their  savings  to 
other  people.  The  institutional 
provider  aims  to  skim  off  4  per 
cent  of  an  annuitant’s  capital 
as  a  fee  for  being  die  lottery 
manager. 

Surely  it  remains  unfair 
that  pensioners  are  compelled 
by  government  roles  to  both 


forfeit  their  pension  capital 
and  pay  yet  more  fees  by 
gambling  in  this  way.  Why 
should  they  not  be  allowed,  if 
they  so  choose,  simply  to 
invest  their  own  savings  in 
government  or  other  appro¬ 
priate  securities  and  leave 
their  remaining  capitaL  less 
tax  to  their  families  at  death? 

The  “income  drawdown” 
scheme  referred  to  by  Mr 
Mitchell  (Weekend  Money 
Letters,  November  30)  offers 
some  escape,  but  only  up  to 
age  75  when  the  purchase  of 
an  annuity  becomes  compul¬ 
sory.  If  that  upper  age  limit 
were  removed  much  of  the 
iniquity  would  go  with  it 
Yours  faithfully. 

C  WYMAN, 

The  Green. 

Blakesley.  Towoester, 
Northamptonshire. 


The  indexed  rise  for  calculating  the  indexation  allowance  on 
assets  disposed  of  in  November  1996 

Month 

purchased  1982  1983  1984  1985  1988  1987  1988  '1 989 

January  '  -  0.883  0.772  0.687  0.599  QLS39  0.490 

February  -  0.855  0.7SS  0.874  0.593  0.533  0.484 

March  0937  0862  0.750  0658  0.591  0.530  0.478 

April  0.699  0.826  0.736  0.824  0.578  0512  0.455 

May  0.886  0.818  0.730  0.618  0.573  0.510  0.449 

June  0.880  0.814  0.725  0.613  0.574  0510  0.444 

July  0680  0.804  0.727  0.616  0578  0512  0.442 

August  0579  0.796  0.711  0.612  0S73  0507  0.420 

September  0.880  0.788  0.708  0513  0586  0503  0.420 

October  0571  0.782  0.897  0.810  0563  0.496  0.405 

November  0562  0.776  0592  0504  0550  0.488  0599 

December  0565  0.771  0.694  0502  0545  0.490  0595 


0586 

0577 

0570 

0546 

0538 

0.334 

0532 

0529 

0520 

0510 

0599 

0595 


1990  1991  1992  1993  1994  1995  1996 


January 

February 

March 

'Aprfl 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


0588 

0580 

0568 

npgfl 

0519 

0515 

0514 

0501 

0.190 

0.181 

0.184 

0.185 


0.182 

0.176 

0.171 

0.156 

0.153 

0.148 

0.150 

0.148 

0.143 

0.139 

0.135 

0.134 


0.135 

0.129 

0.126 

0.109 

0.105 

0.105 

0.109 

0.108 

0.104 

0.100 

0.102 

0.106 


0.116 
0.109 
0.105 
0595 
0.091 
0.091 
a  094 
0.089 
0.065 
0.085 
0.087 
0.085 


0.089 

0.083 

0.080 

0567 

0.064 

0.064 

0.089 

0.064 

0.061 

0.060 

0.059 

0.054 


0.054 

0.048 

0443 

0.033 

0.027 

0.027 

0.032 

0.027 

0.022 

0.027 

0.027 

0.021 


0.025 

0.020 

0.016 

0509 

0.007 

0.006 

0.010 

0.005 

0.001 

0.001 


Pm  R!  month  tot  OeposMs  b/  nMuab  on  or  attar  Apr*  fi  1885  (Aprs  1.  1985  for 

tKumd  or  March  1982 


companies!  « the  mom  «  attach  am  stowable  expenditure  was 
whore  the  ormneHure  was  meurnttbefom  that  month. 


YOUR  INVESTMENTS 

IN  THEIR  HANDS 


ARE  YOU  WORRIED  ? 

THE  INVESTOR'S  GUIDE  TO  LIFE  UNDER  LABOUR  IS  ESSENTIAL 
READING  FOR  ALL  INVESTORS.  IT  IS  PROFESSIONALLY 
WRITTEN  AND  EXTENSIVELY  RESEARCHED  BY  A  LEADING 
JOURNALIST. 

THIS  20  PAGE  GUIDE  IS  NOT  ABOUT  POLITICS,  FT  IS  ABOUT 
DEVELOPING  PRUDENT  STRATEGIES. 

■  •;/  »y.  *4-y :  UV. /V  V?.  - 


Instant  Direct,  die  kw 

ifitta&i  access  postal 
account  hem  Alliance  & 
Leicester,  offers  yoa 
outstanding  rates  of 
interest.  Wi  thorn  penalty. 


AMOUNT 

GROSS  RA. 

NET  PA. 

£100,000 

6.50% 

5.04% 

£50,000  .  £99.999 

645% 

444% 

£25,000  ■  £49499 

5.95% 

4.76% 

£|Q,000  ■  £24,999 

540% 

4.72% 

£5,000  -  £9,999 

555% 

4.44% 

(OR  A  REE  GUIDE.  COMPLETE  AND  RETURN  COUPON  OR  FREEPHONE 


0800  850  661 


AND  ASK  FO*  "THE  INVESTOR'S  GUIDE  TO  UFE  UNDO  LASOUK* 


Ani  yon  don’t  hme  to  go  any  farther  than  your  nearest  post  box. 
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jjjg  TIMES'  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21 1996 


WEEKEND  MONEY  29 


Morgan  Grenfell 


ean  Growth  Trust 


an  Grenfell  Europa  Fund 


Morgan  Grenfell  European 


Capital  Growth  Fund. 


Important  announcement 


for  investors. 


Morgan  Grenfell  Asset  Management  Limited  and  IMRO  have  agreed  a  package  of  compensation  for 
investors  in  the  above  funds. 


Who  is  eligible? 

Investors  will  he  considered  for  compensation  if  they  held  any  of  the 
three  funds  at  any  time  between  1  August  1995  and  5  September 
1996,  whether  or  not  they  continue  to  invest  in  the  fund(s). 


How  are  PEP  holders  affected? 

The  compensation  package  does  not  affect  the  tax-free  status  of  PEPs. 


What  is  the  basis  for  compensation? 

Investors  will  he  compensated  for  any  difference  between  the  actual 
return  they  received  from  their  Morgan  Grenfell  investment(s)  and  the 
return  provided  over  the  above  period  by  an  agreed  index  of 
comparable  funds  drawn  from  appropriate  Micropal*  data. 


How  much  will  each  investor  receive? 

This  will  depend  on  the  timing  of  each  investor’s  purchase(s)  and  sale(s) 
in  the  fund(s),  but  every  investor  will  be  compensated  at  least  up  to 
the  level  of  their  original  investment.  This  means  that  no  one  will  lose 
money  as  a  result  of  recent  events  at  Morgan  Grenfell. 


In  addition,  in  the  event  that  investments  have  lost  value,  even  after 
this  calculation,  Morgan  Grenfell  will  compensate  investors  up  to  the 
value  of  their  original  investment! 


We  will  not  know  how  much  each  investor  will  receive  until  we  have 
completed  the  task, of  calculating  individual  payments.  This  is  scheduled 
for  the  end  of  April  1997. 


What  should  investors  do  now? 


How  will  compensation  be  paid? 

Those  eligible  for  compensation  will  have  the  option  of  receiving 
either  new  units  iri  the  relevant  fund(s)  or  cash. 


Investors  need  take  no  action  as  there  is  no 


requirement  to  register  for  compensation. 
We  are  unable  to  give  estimates  of  individual 


When  will  compensation  be  paid? 

The  process  of  calculating  compensation  will  begin  immediately. 
Because  of  the  large  number  of  investors  in  the  funds,  payments  are 
scheduled  to  be  made  at  the  end  of  April  1997. 


Will  interest  be  paid? 

Yes.  Investors  will  receive  a  payment  in  respect  of  interest  on  their 
compensation  from  5  September  1996  or  the  date  on  which  their 
holding  in  the  fund(s)  was  sold,  if  earlier,  until  compensation  is  paid. 


compensation  payments. 

We  have  written  to  all  investors  in  the  three 
affected  funds  on  20  December  and  will  be 
writing  to  them  again  at  the  end  of  January  1997 
with  a  history  of  their  transactions  in  the  fund(s) 
together  with  further  information  on  the 
compensation  package. 


a 


MG 


AM 


MORGAN  GRENFELL 
ASSET  MANAGEMENT 


Issued  b  Morgan  Grenfell  Investment  Funds  Limited  which  is  regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority  and  Morgan  Grenfell  Unit  Trust  Managers  Limited  which  is  regulated  by  IMRO  and  is  a  member  of  Almh. 

Both  companies  are  located  at  20  Finsbury  Circus,  London  EC2M  1UT.  Telephone  0S00  282465. 


♦an  independent  source  of  statistics  on  investment  funds 
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the^^times  money  information  service 


Winter  tips  point 
to  home  safety 


A  FREE  guide  to  keeping 
homes  safe  and  secure  over 
Christmas  and  thenewyearis 
being  offered  by  Saga  Services 
in  response  to  a  spate  of  claims 
for  household  accidents  last 
winter.  Many  of  these  could 
have  been  avoided,  according 
to  the  company,  which 
specialises  in  services  for  the 
over-50s.  The  booklet  gives 
advioe  on  how  to  prevent  burst 
pipes,  subsidence  and  bur¬ 
glary  during  the  colder 
months.  Saga'S  dps  include 
leaving  the  heating  on  at  a 
minimum  of  58F  or  draining 
your  water  system  if  you  plan 
to  be  away;  and  using  a  hair 
diyer  to  apply  gentle  heat  to 
frozen  pipes.  Call  0800  505253 
from  Monday. 

■  A  proportion  of  the  1.6  mil¬ 
lion  statements  of  account 
currently  being  issued  by  the 
Inland  Revenue  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  self-assessment  have 
been  incorrectly  calculated, 
according  to  Blick  Rothen- 
berg.  the  chartered  account¬ 
ant.  Taxpayers  face  interest 
charges  of  85  per  cent  if  an 
incorrect  statement  of  account 
is  relied  upon.  Tax  is  payable 
on  the  following  dates:  gross 
investment  and  rental  income 
—  one  payment  on  January  31; 
income  tax  and  class  four  MI 
contributions  due  on  earned 


income  and  certain  pensions 
and  employment  earnings  — 
two  instalments  on  January  31 
and  July  31. 

■  77ie  Outline  Guide  to 
Charitable  Giving  and  Estab¬ 
lishing  Charitable  Gift  Trusts 
has  bran  updated  and  extend¬ 
ed  for  1997.  The  guide,  by  John 
Harrison,  describes  how  to 
establish  charitable  gift  trusts 
for  both  individuals  and  com¬ 
panies  and  how  to  daim  basic 
rate  tax  for  the  trust  and 
corporation  tax  for  the  donor. 
Detailed  sections  cover  the  gift 
aid  scheme  and  the  legal 
responsibilities  of  the  settlor 
and  the  trustees.  Changes  in 
the  Finance  Act  1996  a re 
included.  Send  a  cheque  for 
£45  (includes  post  and  packag¬ 
ing)  to  Investment  and  Tax 
Publishing  Services.  31  Ayles¬ 
bury  Road.  Bedford,  MK41 
9RJ. 

■  Due  to  an  error,  the  com¬ 
pulsory  purchase  annuity 
rates  on  December  14  were  for 
inflation-linked  annuities 
rather  than  level  annuities.  An 
index-linked  annuity  is  be¬ 
tween  30  and  35  per  cent  lower 
than  a  level  annuity.  The 
correct  figures  for  this  week 
are  printed  on  this  page. 


INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 

Teachers'  BS  01202  887171 
Scarborough  BS  0800  590578 
Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  901 109 
Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  901 109 


NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  &  BONDS 

Cheltenham  &  Glos  0800  71 7505 
First  National  BS  01232  314050 
Leopold  Jos  &  Sons  0171  588  2323 
Leeds  &  Hofbeck  BS  0113  225  7777 


FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Sun  Banking  Corp  01438  744505 
NatWest  Bank  0800  200400 
Birmingham  Midshires  0645  720721 
West  Bromwich  BS  0990 143668 


CREDIT  CARDS _ 

Cooperative  Bank  0800  109000 
Capital  One  Bank  0800  689000 
Robert  Fleming/S&P  0800  829024 


Account 

Bullion 
Inst  by  Post 
Inst  Acc  Post 
Inst  Acc  Post 


Account 

Direct  30 
High  Yield 
40  Day  Notice 
Postal  Bonus 


Account 

Fixed  rate 
Fixed  rate 
Infltn  Beater 


Notice 
of  term 


Notice 
of  term 

30  day  p 
30  day 
40  day 
30.4.&p 

Notice 
of  term 


Deposit 

£500 

£5,000 

£10,000 

£25,000 


Deposit 

£100 

£25,000 

£10,000 

£10,000 


Deposit 

£8,575 

£5,000 

£1.000 

£250 


Inforest 
Rate  paid 

4.80  fcYty 

5.70  Yly 

6.00  Yly 

6.05  Yly 

Interest 
Rate  paid 

5.50  Yly 

6.45  Yly 

6.22  Yly 

7.00  OM 

Interest 
Rate  paid 

7.50  F/Yty 

7.45  F/Yly 

7.00  Yly 

7.00  Yly 


Card  type 

Advantage  Visa 
Visa 

MasterCard/Visa 


teuYS 

;T  ‘  ?  ■'-  ‘Tc " 

^■rY:  ’S 

■  VV: 

.-  c  re/. 

Interest 

Fee  per 

per  month 

APR% 

annum 

0.64%NC 

7.90%N 

m 

0.797%N 

9.90%N 

NH 

0517%C 

11,90% 

Nil 

PEffcOf^^ 


PERSONAL  LOANS _ 

Northern  Rock  BS  0345  421421 
RBS  Direct  0800  121 125 
Direct  Line  0141  248  9966 


Monthly  payment  on  £3,000  for  3yrs 
with  insurance  no  insurance 


12.90%H 

14.00% 

14.80%E 


£112.66 

£114.78 

£114.25 


Nb.  C  =  no  interest  free  period,  E  *•  Available  to  camprehenshre  motor  Insurance  policy  holders  war  22  year 
(afl  after  rates  variable),  H  =  Higher  rals  appfiss  if  insurance  not  arranged,  N  =  Introductory  rata  fora  Until 
Interest  paid  on  Maturity,  P  =  By  Post  only 

*  RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 


£102.59 

£101.45 

E102A6 

,  F  =  Raced  Rate 
d  period,  OM  = 


BASE  RATES  V 
MORTGAGES- 


tfetin 

mortgage 

rats 


TOIL 


91  92  S3  94  95 


LlZANNE  Rose  Source:  Meney^xts,  me  Monthly  Gwot?  to  investment  £  Mortgage  Rates  (01 692  500  677) 


Gross  At  Bax  raws 
rate  20%  «*  IrwRitmntE 


475  3M  2-85  aSoS"  Imth  0645  645000 

‘"VBStmentA/c-.  4.75  3 JO  ^  0645645000 

Income  Bond*  a  8.00  4.80  0645  645000 

BratOptSond*  W0  4*0  3.601 '“wioooO  8day  0B45  64S00Q 
43nd  Issue  Certt*  53S  1  J&IOQO  Imth  0645  645000 

Chfldren  s  Bondi  6.75  250  *  0645  645000 

Gen  Ext  Rate  351  ..ewjtwirvin  adav  0645 645000 

C*PMEan<i3\.  !■“  632  3  ?SSS;000  6dSy  0645  645000 


6-60  ^  ■S3SK  0645645000 


All  figures  are  the  gross  annual  annuity  (EI  DO.OW 
purchase),  guaranteed  5  years,  paid  monthly  in  advance 

SINGLE  LIFE  (level  arm)  Male:  Age  60  Age  65  Age70 


Prudential — . Level  £.8«)  £10.889  £12^ 

GeneraB  . . ..Level  £9.844  £10, M0  £12*30 

^ndgdll - Uve}  gj™ 

Equf^Ne  Lf . -level _ £9,905  £10,824  £12,027 

SINGLE  UFE  Female:  Age  B0  Age  66  Age  70 

Prudential . Level  SJ-SS 

Canada  Life.. . Level  21*25| 

Generali  . Level  £8,950  £9,80S  EIO^TO 

Sun  Lf  of  Can . . Level-  £8,990  £9,732  ttQ.BSA 

General  Acc _ .Level _ £8,907  £9,691  £10,837 

JOINT  LIFE,  2/3  WIDOWS  Male:  Age  60  Age  65  Age  TO 

(level  annuity)  Female:  Age  55  Age  60  Age  65 


Prudential _ Level 

Generali  _ Level 

Canada  Lite . —Level 

Sun  Lf  of  Can _ Level 

Equitable  Lf _ Level 

Source:  AmuSy  Dtect  (0171 583  3383) 


£9.357  £10,184 

£9552  £10,114 

£9,250  £10,127 

£9,189  £10,009 

£9,186  £9,908 


Compiled  by:  Lizanne  Rose 


ANNUAL  INCOME 
Rates  as  at  December  19, 1996 


2  Years 


3  Years 


...  •  ■;  V-:-y  y  VI 7= 


Standard 


nent  (£) 

Company 

Ra 

5,000 

Financial  Assur 

5.30 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

5.50 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

5.70 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

5.80 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.15 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

5.95 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

B.10 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

6.15 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.50 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

6.20 

20.000 

Premium  Lite 

6.30 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

6.35 

1.000 

Premium  Lite 

5.85 

3,000 

ITT  London  &  Edln 

6.35 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.90 

3,000 

ITT  London  &  Edin 

6.45 

JIBS 


Sl'rZ/v  rU-Ti-V-/.-- 


Gross 

Buying 

% 

Gross 

Minimum 
Issue  purchase 

FIXED  RATE 

coupon 

price 

yield 

price 

amount 

Birmingham  Midshires  9375% 

10159 

9320 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

11.625% 

12331 

9.382 

100.13 

10.000 

Bradford  &  Bingley 

13.000% 

139.28 

9.334 

10030 

10,000 

Bristol  &  West 

13.375% 

142.63 

9.378 

100.34 

1.000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

138.83 

9364 

100.42 

1,000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

130.99 

9.230 

100.75 

1,000 

First  National 

11.750% 

122.91 

9.560 

10035 

10,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

97.14 

9.008 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

13132 

8.877 

10038 

50,000 

HaMax 

13.625% 

149.81 

9.095 

100.00 

50,000 

Leeds  &  Holbeck 

13.375% 

144.75 

9340 

100.23 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

117.68 

9.123 

100.32 

1,000 

Newcastle 

1Z625% 

137.84 

9.159 

100.45 

1.000 

Northern  Flock 

12.625% 

139.41 

9.056 

100.14 

1,000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

139.19 

9350 

100.48 

1,000 

Gross  Bu] 

FLOATING  RATE  CQUP°n  p 

Cheshire  (28/09-27/03)8.41563%  107 

First  Nal(20/09-20/03)  8.48750%  101 

PBS  =  Permanent  interest-bearing  shares 
Source:  ABU  AMRO  Hoare  Govett —  0171  601  0101 


Buying  Issue  Minimum 

pries  pries  purchase 

107.63  100.00  1,000 

101.63  100.00  1,000 


SHARE  IN  FOCUS  -  COMMERCIAL  UNION: 
BID  SPECULATION 


Sauce:  Chamberlain  tin  Brow  01 71 -434  4222.  Nat  rates.  Income  and  captel  guaranteed. 
Eorfy  sunmetor.  Terms  vary.  Mortify  Income  may  be  ratable. 


Lender 

interest 
rate  % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Building  Societies 
Bfrm  Mnshiras 

3.74 

£100k+ 

75 

4%  cfisc-31.7.97 

01344  394000 

Bristol  &  West 

135 

E15k+ 

90 

2%  cfisc-31. 139 
Fixed  at  135% 

0800  608088 
Nationwide 

a  59 

toESOOk 

85 

Co  1.1037 

3.40%  dtecount 

0800  302010 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 

0.99 

£20-1 45k 

95 

fori  year 

635%  dso-6  mths 

01734  510100 
Midland 

4.00 

£100k+ 

80 

3%  dso-6  mths 

3%  discount  for 

0800  494999 

12  months 

Doc'  Jan  '  ft*  1  lire 


Oct  1  No.  Dr' 


ton  :.*?&■ 


Building  Societies 
Scarborough 
0800  590547 
Chortey  &  District 
01257279373 
Mansfield 
01246  202055 

Baltics 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01734  510100 
Midland  Bank 
0800  494999 


—  ■>  w.i-.r »■ 

Interest  Loan  Max 

rate  % _ size  % 

0.25  £30-100k  95 

0.50  £80-1 20k  80 

0.39  £75-1 25k  90 


6.99%  dsc-6  mth 
2%-6mth,0.5%-1y 
6%  dfecoAnt  for 
6  months 
6.35%  dsc-6  mth 
2%-8mth,1%-1yr 


0.99  £20-145k  95  8^5%dsc-6  mth 

3%  dsc-6  mth 

4.15  £50-1 00k  95  3%  discount  for 

1  year 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  Max 
size  % 


Building  Societies 
Bristol  &  West 
0800  608088 
Coventry 
0800126125 
Lambeth 
0171  928  1331 

Banks 

Bnk  of  Ireland 
01734  510100 
TSB  Bank 
0500  758000 


5.11  to  £125k 
3.74  £15-1 50k 


0.99  £20-1 45k 


5.04%  disc  6  mnth 
then  1%  disc-6  mth 
2.14%  discount 
for  12  months 
3.25%  discount 
for  12  months 

6.25%  disc  6  mths 
3%  disc  6  months 
3.74%  discount 
for  12  months 


L*ger  tenders,  bens  and  lisHime  tjuyon  tabtes  by  Bio/ a  Gufcbs  Ud.  (01753880482). 


THE^MSTIMES 

THE  SUCCESS  STORY  OF  THE  NINETIES 
CAN  YOU  ALWAYS  GET  YOUR  COPY? 

Dear  Newsagent,  please  ddiver/*ave  me  ■  copy  of  THE  TIMES 


Name_ _ _ 

Address - 


- - Postcode - 


WUy  TM 
Bid  Offer  */-  % 


AEGON  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
Edminn-rh  Part.  Edoteugfa.  EM  COSE 
OBI  S»  401 

Bala  need  szS-Sn  SS6.IO  *rw  ... 

UK £qaby  7DMQ  74700  +UK0  ... 

Property  41270  ■06JBJ  -  0*0  ... 

Fried  Interest  »un  VUJD  -  i.to  ... 

Mane}  DaiO  2*V»  -  0-20  ... 

International  404JO  4X8.10  -  DJO  ... 


ABBEY  UFE 
Haldedmm  Rad.  Baa 
BHOIAL 

oaazzKsn 

Omndtan  S4  WSJO 
Eiblnl  S4  IU.U 

Intemanoiul  54  IIS  JO 
Framed cat 54  izi  10 
Adu  racUlc  ]•».» 
OJiopanM  214  aq 

Prop  Fd  Sex  4  W7.4U 

EqnliTSerl  .14  TO 

Manser  4  7SI 

CanvScr4  JMJO 

MOTT)  5PT  4  354 JO 

Hud  lnlSer4  M.W 

ADWtCU  SCT4  050. 
HlHh  inc  SeM  tosjn 
Indexed  Idv  Sit  4  23OJ0 
(■mil  scr4  jclio 


moo  -  ido  ... 

I  TO  TO  •  2ASf  ... 
ZZClTO  -  0.7D  ... 

iwlTo  *  aio  ... 
210J0  ...  O 

22S.W  *  JL20  ... 
41640  *  CLSJ  .. 
2WJD  -A70  ... 
673  70  .  a.  10  .. 
J73JO  -  0J0  ... 
37100  •  0J0  ... 
41740  -  240  . . . 
6*73  70  -  140  .. 
MOO  -11.00  ... 

TAJ  •  12)0  ... 
310.10  -  «J»  ... 


ALBANY  UFE 

3  Duka  Lane.  Pern  Bar  EN4IAI 
ona74zm 

EqufcyFdAcr  lOMee  3XT2JD  -«40 
EbidpodRIM  471  JO  400.10  -D40 
Fixed  Ins  acc  5TOM  tecta  -  uo 
Gtd  Money  ak  *143  3mz>  -  aJO 
Ind  Managed  6ir  721  JO  7W23  *  140 
Ini  Fad  lid  Acc  37031  36040 
Japan  Food  23x10  2»8Jt»  -  7.10 

SAmerfeanAs  422J0  «HJ0  -  140 
Prop  Fd  AX  470.00  501.00  •  0.40 
Mnlilplr lm Acc  I22SJO  120243  -IS  JO 

ALLIED  DUNBAR  ASSURANCE 

Swindon  SNIIEL 

01705514534 

ndiniDcpAcc  40*40  «i*x2n  -  aeo 
Eijntry  4cc  I72UO  1117.40  -17.40 
Property  Acc  653 JDO  6*7  40  -  0-50 
Fur  End  ACC  121.10  JMdO  -  170 
Managed  upaaj  61210  64440  •  270 
-do- tec  131520  13*450  -2240 

oreneai Are  nosjo  I25aja>  -»4o 
COiEdeatAcG  551.00  54100  -  100 
AmtrEqaUVAcc  inaoa  I1W.40  -21.40 
AjnerManXa  46520  4W.7D  -4.10 
Amer  Prop  acc  11740  IHJ» 
Dtarfflaflun  Bauds  25JO  2h.00  •  QJO 


AXA  EOUrTY  A  LAW 
ASSURANCE 
Aaenlan  Roarf.  HU 
03404463463 
Be>etvr5cT6  171.10 

Baked  506  657 JO 

Opptnrasby  Mr6  1<M40 
DjHfttWUiOTi  5fT6  KS  40 
UK  Eqollle)  5er6  CI2S4 
Hlflirr  [nc5er6  CL245 

•tanb AmrScr6  507. la 

Far  End  Mr  6  54040 

Europe  Ser6  47470 
UKOl  506  66650 

Jtoprny  Mrt  604*0 
Fl*edlnlS*T6  M41 
lod-LrJud  Me  S6  201.10 

CMdDFpiero  I ZL5C 

BARCLAYS  LIFE 
252  Routed  Rani  Lae 
BBI SM  5514 
EqutryAce  wTlSJ 
-do- Initial  640  10 

cmEdgOlJUX  <4040 
-do-  initial  ZTL'Ki 

Interjiaamul  ah  454JO 
-rtelmiAl  77)80 
Managed  Acs  63040 
-Op-  Initial  364441 

Money  Acc  JI4» 

PrtprtlTArr  JiAOO 
-do-inmai  r*s» 
America  acc 

FkrEasGwtb  ^ 

Financial  Ace  474  « 

SDOACCm  S24M 
Japan  Acc 

Income  A«  6S6.00 

Leisure  Acc  3Z5B) 

Special  StBAX  333.50 
UntrTcdl  ACC  L8S.10 


W>ambe.  Bade 

1*7/40  •  0-XJ  . 
0X260  -1410  .. 
2mm  -  240  .. 

110.40  -  |  JO  fe¬ 
ll  3  JO  -73  40  .. 
113  JZ  -3*U0  .. 
626-93  -  400  .. 
5OT*W  -  J  40  .. 
WMJ  -  660  .. 
tel  JO  •  310  . 
636J0  -  030  .. 

521.40  -  320  .. 
21  LAO  -  0.70  .. 
330  73  -OJO  .. 


113000  -2630 

vnm  •!!» 

463*0  •  2  TO 
2*7-30  -  O/W 
476-30  *  IDO 
20140  -  aja 
664  10  •  9AD 
41020  *  440 
33140  *  OJO 
JJ4J0  -OJO 
20h  Iff  •  oj) 
30640  -OJO 

26440  -  UO 

<M40  -1400 
33220  •« 
258*0  -  7*0 
6JOSO  -JSJO 
341.10  •  140 

3c.ro  -rjo 

ioc.ro  •  1.40 


45002  *  ... 

M4Jt  *H.te  ... 
B73J4  -I0l*5  .  . 
V.7  m  -  4JJ  . . . 
86IJ6  -Ml  ■ 
C  10.94  -  1.10  •• 
4*5-22  -1127  - 
45067  -  l.W  ..- 
267 J2  -  752  ... 
16244  -  67*  ... 
27460  ,  261  ... 

I7IJS3  -  221  ... 
44JJ4  -044  ... 
313.99  w  1.70  ... 
3Z2D9  -  024  ... 
97728  -  IJ4  .  . 
73012  -  MS  ... 

567.42  -  1A3  ... 


fur  G2  MIR 

JO  20*20  •  200  ... 
UO  24150  -  IJO  ... 
L60  19950  -  OJO  ... 


Managed 

772.70 

PC  40 

•  6JM  ... 

Cup  Hal  Fond 

5*6.60 

621.10 

-win  ... 

i 

51000 

546.40 

-lint  ... 

8A2.TO 

VI3TO 

*24. 40 

Poorer,  BUr.  Hate  E-N4SB  A 

■15.5(0 

416  J» 

-  750  ... 

Property  Serle*  a 

5C40D 

$3400 

4*W 

owrexeu  Equity 

377*0 

JSSTO 

-  2*  ... 

Property  Unto 

*J*.W 

M0.TO 

•norm 

North  American 

201  JO 

211 -TO 

-  XIO  ... 

Financial  Fund 

7tr7.io 

*3X00 

•2CTO 

ynsa 

4I4JO 

-  IJO  ... 

PWllIC  KUUl 

17270 

1*1*0 

-  IJO  ... 

Managed  Sre  A 

Ml  JO 

o*»J0 

•  $  to 

awuo 

274. 10 

-  ICO  ... 

jqhto 

325TO 

•  500  .. 

Managed  llntu 

IJ74JO 

1216  40 

•  1740 

271(0 

285.TO 

*  QLf)0  ..  . 

rropeny 

l*5J0 

l»J  JO 

*  njn  . . . 

High  tleld  Fund 

777 JO 

*2350 

-S0O  . 

$68*0 

491TO 

♦  4TO  ... 

Fried  InOTO! 

271.70 

2*llO 

•  160  ... 

Money  Series  A 

J1XT0 

HI. 40 

•050  . . 

SJI.TO 

Ml.  TO 

4*  QAfl  .  . 

Index  Llnted 

IB6J0 

IQbTO 

-aw  .. 

Money  L'nlo 

41*TO 

44CJD 

-  1 150  . . 

«20O 

475*0 

-too  ... 

cub 

21 7  JO 

22SJO 

*  020  .. 

Equity  Fund 

750)0 

»t«r 

•;z(0 

mm 

40X20 

-  4«  .  . 

FP  LUr  Asroza  nee  a  *M 

Fixed  Inieren 

416. TO 

-  3 TO  ... 

*3X0 

8*3*0 

•  1*0  ... 

Fried  lnrerox 

SWSO 

63IJM 

•  050 

Indexed  Sees 

205  JO 

217  JO 

•  l-TO  .. 

S5T*J 

5*7*0 

■  060  .  . 

Managed 

*2550 

*o*-<)0 

•  IXTO  ... 

Euirynn  Fund 

"Mjn 

T-5  70 

**7.-  .  . 

116140 

I2ZLM 

•15*0  . . 

Deposl! 

JTO.TO 

JTO40 

*  OJO  ... 

Njrural  (tot 

316-20 

XH-TO 

-  a°t 

WLTO 

71ZJ0 

•  1*0  ... 

Property 

SUM 

561.70 

•  740  ... 

Far  East  Fund 

feSTO 

tnZTO 

-  .  . 

357(0 

376*0 

-  OJO 

American 

S44JT! 

572.  TO 

*  8-TO  .. 

smaller  cos 

6S2.6C 

WJ  13 

•  LTC  ... 

TObJO 

S3  l.W 

•110  .. 

Artjtmlljn 

611(0 

oM.TO 

•  I3TO 

ipreril  sits 

#.»24n 

te9.li 

•  J2!J 

huso 

63110 

-1500  . 

European 

738*0 

777*0 

■II  40 

MMCUTTWCV 

31  TO 

:□ 

-057  .  . 

IncnctcAcc 

SOS  50 

653.10 

•2010  ... 

Japanese  Tret? 

J740O 

-  •»  1C  ... 

mcopporranliy 

Earo  Opportunity 

North  Ameropp 
Far  East  opp 
(Mr*  Prop  Mr  I 
Oh  Prop  Ser2 
Flans  lm 

CMh 
Oraneai 
Ftmnerlj  LAS 
Managed  Fund 

UK  Equip 
Property 
Money  MatVet 
FUcdiimmi 
japan 

North  America 
Intel  natioitaj 

European 

FUrEaai 


a*  H  Sum 

*1707  Sua 

Equity  Growth  I 
Managed 

Piummy 

GUi  a  Fad  lm 
Equity 

CLUeEnro  Mg.1 
CLUelutlFd 
Managed  Fund 
Property  Fund 
Equity  Fund 
GUT  Edged  Fd 
DeptntaFimd 

Imnunrm  M 
international 


CITY  OF  WESTMINSTER  ASSURANCE 
Sentry  Hoaac.  SO*  Aicfemj  8ML 
MBtn  Keyna  MIUZNU.  0I4OBUMB1 
Property  Fond  17140  INUO 

Mar jgd  Fond  750.10  7*460  -620 

Equity  Fund  448.30  47190  -  540  ... 

CLERICAL  MEDICAL/ FIDELITY 
INVESTMENTS 

Naerme  Fbh  BrieM  BS20JH.  81  IT 929056* 
AMUf)D0P  fund) 

Sapptdir MRfd  J4JJ0  3635D  -950  ... 

Ruby  232.10  2 ILSO  -  440  ... 

Emerald  19960  in*. ID  -  OJO  ... 

Equity  41460  43650  -17.20  ... 

Property  241  JO  23410  -  020  . . . 

GltlftFUedUU  23040  342*0  -  100  .. 

Indexed  Sea  IS4J0  19460  -OJO  ... 

C»h  20250  213 J) 

Nth  American  3Q2.ro  ua.ro  .  3.TO  ... 

FarEaS  3O9J0  326 JJ  ■  790 

Inlrmalkuia]  27U30  293441  •  $20  ... 

Special  Site  4S9.K1  4*3 JO  -154*3  .  . 

InU mtanne  362-30  381.40  -  650  ... 

European  406X0  427 «  -1420  ... 

Japaneer  H8.ro  L2S-Z0  -  350  . 

SL Asia  41033  431  JO  -II JO  .  . 

with  Profit,  Beg  106.90  lOfeJU  -OJO  ... 

-rfrv  Xiv  f  1 8b. JO  IJClSO  *  OJO  ... 

Flexible  Rfflremenl  Plans  Funds 

Sdxed  399443  420.70  -  7.10  .  .  • 

Equity  5CP«  533-20  -1633  ... 

Property  2243)  236.10  •  0.50  . . . 

Cm AFIaM  [nr  29950  313-30  .  1443  ... 

mdet listed  19*50  20930  -OJO  ... 

Carh  277.40  29260  .0X3  ... 

Ntb American  371-20  39030  -OJO  ... 

Far  Edit  Me  30470  13)30  -  4.40  .  .. 

iiwmailDiu!  Ace  341 3J  is ua  -  am  ... 

spraaisln  6*0.70  71660  •  750  ... 

European  Flex  S77jOO  60730  -  7.40 


COLONIAL  MUTUAL  CROUP 

Celw.fal  Matnl  Home,  Qiatfc—  Harilte. 

Xcaf  ME44YY.  MhMMOOM 

Crinlnf;  Key  t  241*4  .  . 

-do- raennater  l  36932  . 

TJo-C*»il  W7*5  239.11  -  014... 

-dfe-EqoIiy  658-75  691.42  -IU»  .  . 

-do-  Fat  Ini  40697  42BJ9  -  2.14  ... 

HteMumed  4TO3T  495AS  -  697  ... 

-do- Property  J43.7D  361  79  *  2JA  ... 

fPoHT Cash Qjs  21501  22641  *0117  ... 

dtPCUblDT  13*23  55604  »fU4  .. 

-do-  Equity  Cap  CI7J4  Lius  -4031  ... 

-dfe  Equuv IB*  L27-77  UK. 7]  46607  ... 

-40-Ftaed  Cap  43*35  4U.ro  «  240  .. 

■do-  Rod  Is*  Mail  72646  •  465  . 

-do-indaap  21131  22301  *033  ... 

■do  Inter  lm  33121  130.75  •  1-54  ... 

do- Used  Cap  08705  72322  -1526  ... 

-do- Mium In*  EKUO  LI1J7  -2475  ... 


Bristol  a  west  (a  i  laiAo  ...  «aiO... 

Equity  Mad  SI  2*460  299*0  *  5X0  .. 
Managed 51  2*410  2M.ID  *440  ... 

Adventurous  51  223.90  23S.7D  *  220... 

Managed  ID  19070  20330  *  UD  ... 
Fmu  Ion  Funds 

UuttwhbPtmJit  W9.I0  ...  -OJO... 

Secured!  10610  *  aio  ... 

Managed  QJI  11220  ...  -Z2Q... 

EquUvMngdQt  II3IO  ...  -  230  ... 

Adeemunxtt  SI :  KO.ro  -  120  .. 

Bristol  A  flreri  UD  i  10720  ...  -aio... 

EAGLE  STAR/MIDLAND 

*0  Si  Mary  Ate.  Lasdun  EC3.  0171931111 

EagkJMJd  LOS  36100  J76.  ID  *1110  001 

FRIENDS'  PROVIDENT 

Casdc  Street  SaEsbery.  WBts  5 PI  3SH 

0T7224U366 


HAMBRO  ASSURED 
Hariaonr  Hueec.  nxwxt  Piuduu.  i 
PR2  2PR.  01772840000 
Managed  199.40  a»30  - 

-do-  hat*  253.90  Am  JO  - 

UK  Equity  21 161  22430  - 

-do-  POT,  255-3)  2M  TO  • 

[ntcnurionil  166.10  17430  - 

-do- Pens  1*3.10  192.70  - 

Deposit  150.10  I5T.ro  • 

-do- Pens  1*220  19170  • 


HILL  SAMUEL  UFE 

NLA  Tamer.  Adiiiiwnibc  Road,  i 

0MIH435S 


Security  Rind 
British  Rind 
IntemaJional 
Dollar  Fond 


592.10  73240 
694JOO  73440 
B22.ro  69920 
51620  58*60 


-1410  ... 
-15.70  . . 
•323  .. 
-  640  ... 


do- Mngfl ln»  EKUO  EI1J7  -2475  ... 

COMMERCIAL  UNION 
SI  HdenU,  I  ItetestHft.  EO  01712*3  S00 
varAno  Ate  (SI  92480  ...  -  7 33... 

varAonDU  10731  ...  -  129  . 

Prime  MungEd  476.90  SOL  10  *  0JO  ... 
Prime  U*  Equity  6I190  majo  *1730  . 

Prime  lm  Equity  JZ7.I0  34440  -  140  .. 
Pnnw.  Propedy  25130  2td.lD  >0*0... 
Prime  FM  tin  2bl.ro  275.70  *  aw  . 
Prime  taOaHHC  1*600  16530  •  OJO 
Prime  Cash  22130  ZB JO  -010... 

CONFEDERATION  LIFE 

Utetx  Wm  Shnn  Hens  SGIZNN 


MaJiam Fund  I2M.IO  IJ5540  -1030  ... 
Equhy ii  1899L20  1999.10  -zsjo  ... 

ForCnmn  »ee  Windsor 

EAGLE  STAR  UFE  ASSURANCE 
MompcBj*  Drive,  CWBcufcaui.  GLB7LQ. 

Lite  Funds 

iDWHtTOPW*  11030  ...  -  020  ... 

jDQjmplf  19650  ..  -0.10  .. 

Managed  DO*  .  m*0  ...  -  L70  .. 

fWtyMngdfSl  1 15-S>  ...  *  ZOO  .. . 

SSXbwtePM  ll*»  -  - '» 


-do- Dill  49  UO  51920  -14.91  Sin 

Infenadoeal  355x4)  3T4JO  •  zto  . . 

Japan  Smaller  385.10  405.50  -13  10  . 

Singapore*  sial  41730  An  to  •  a  to  ... 

5mallrrCos  513.70  5*170  -13.90  .. 

Tflfcyn  Fund  S73.TO  60330  -15.10  . 

L'KEquhy  70720  74440  -1*70  ... 

CCMvanxdMg  W7.90  into  •  330  . 

CT  GLOB.UL  FUND  MCMT  LTD 
ABsan  Gate.  HA  Hr.  0  Urutei  Wall  Lood 
ECZYSAS.  01717104587 
CT  Plan  Fat  East  317 JO  33403  -  9«j  ... 

gt  Piatt  un*ide  sshcn  574*n  -ioto  .. 

CAN  UFE  «  PENSIONS 
Gun  Home.  Harioa.  E ma 
CMZOZeW.  01Z79  B2B2B2 
ParrtDllo tec  Wio  twin  -  *n0  .  . 

-do- bn  A  7*600  8 30 m3  •  900 

UK  Equity  49020  52330  -irud  ... 

cor  Plus  223  70  237.70  -  Q.63  . 

Managed  356*1  375-70  -  420  ... 

GENERAL  ACCIDENT 
Z  Rangier  Sr.  VarV  YOI I  HR.  0190**28982 
Managed  ianro  2fel.70  •  jro  . 

UnHlsed  ProOl  15*00  Ifebjn  -020  ... 


LiSSmaCerCM  *45  60  <W<4 

Formerly  Target  Life  Auutxnn-  Co  l 
Deposit  2M20  Z52.4C 

Fliunaal  ter  ■  nuo  r>T5C 

Fixed  limrest  3b*  37  3*7.73 

Gaia  *560  902T 

Managed  72JUU-  761.90 

Mttgd  Growth  2*170  2410} 

MngdOTP  J  44-3.1  25720 

Prepeny  MW  3M 13 

ResKknilaJ  Prop  112.10  lif  13 

TSB  American  294.4P  3100: 

TSBBfflGiMh  110010  1 1 5410 


TSB  European 
TSB  Income 
TSB  Inti 
TSBInll  Inc 
TSBFBctfK 
TSB  Piero  Inc 


3I8K  31*70 
474  ID  4942E 
479  10  50440 

■VS  SI  342-.ro 
2*1*0  403  43 
ZB8.ro  .9)1*0 


L'L  Equity 
Fixed  lm 
Indn^Jnted 
Cash  Depmtr 
Pinpery 
[rdemattoruJ 

American 

Japan 


36040  379 10  •«.«.. 
2IASJ  229  90  •  0  90 
Ml  .711  19120  •  0.70  . . 
i*7.to  197  40  -au>  .. 
1*2*0  191.90  -aio  .. 
19430  20440  -  UTO  .. 
216.60  227.90  •  JJU  .. 


IRISH  UFE  ASSURANCE 

liid  Life  L'rntrr.  Viaoria  Street  SI  Albans. 

Hem  AU5YF.  077274X1*1 

Global  Managed  67**0  71450  -  4  50 

Global  Propexr,  421.10  I3S'30  . 

Global  FUed  Oil  5»6«  M7J.  -  J.9C  .. 

Global  Equity  741.70  7*0.70  -600  ... 

Global  Cash  2)1*0  Z436C  -020 


LALRENTLAN 


IUZ.ro  » 220 

164»  -  S2D 
IS2XD  -  OJO 
LW20  .  550 


...  -22*0 

-  270 

-  070 

...  -  OJO 

...  *I<U» 

...  •  120 
...  •  Llri 

...  -  5J3 

...  -  LIU 

•  040 

...  •  mi 

...  -  120 
■  aro 


2nd  Eumtec  IDUO 

2nd  Japan  tel  156JO 

2nd  lm  CrDdmx  l7Z.ro 

2nd  Cap  Gth  acc  15120 

LONDON  UFE 
UO  Toeide  Street  Brtec 
OU79S47777 
Emmy:  cioao 

Fixed  interest «  4*960 

Property  t  454.70 

DcporilJ  31*40 

MlUd !  695.10 

indexed  Stoclt:  24350 

Iruerrauonal :  32220 

Equity  At  WTO 

Fixed  lm  A-  216*0 

pmpenrAi  199*0 

Deposit  At  19670 

Mixed  A  2  Z27JXJ 

Index  such  At  1X7*0 

Intmuuonal  At  200*0 

Equity  PI  92750 

FludlniPt  1*4.10 

Fioperrypt  357*0 

Depml:?:  3*210 

Mixed  p:  653.90 

UuteiSUchP:  275 J*3 

Iturrturioral  PI  3riuO 


LONDON  «  MANCHESTER 
ASSURANCE 

Wariadr  Path.  Enter  EXS  IDS.  0I39Z2BMM 

lm-  Traa  Cap  i  500*0  -  «*o 

dJc-Attl  1009.10  .  .  -  750  . . 

Property  Cap  1  1412a  •  0*3  .. 

-Gfe-tex:  24750  »  l»0  . . . 

Ftd  1  .loeMCapI  Jriro  ..  -o» 

■*>■  Actt  3SA60  -aro  ... 

EqubyCup:  36390  ...  -JJO... 

-do- Acc:  651.50  ...  -  640  ... 

[msnxl Cap :  235 aj  ...  -  ZOO  ... 

-do- act  1  *iaro  ...  -410  ... 

GUDepciUCUpl  I6IJX)  . 

■cry  Arc:  281  TO  ...  .  OJD  720 

rinlble Cap :  771.9)  -  1.10  ... 

Ac;  664*0  ...  -  250  ... 

McmeyreateTMl  51050  ...  *  150  ... 

CapUriGRtetb:  ZIUJO  -1520  ... 


01245  36266 
Amer  Bond  Ac 
Aroer  sec  Bond 
Am  srrlr  Cox  Bd 
AaxmLBU  Bd 
C  ran  odhy  Bond 
DepLAb  Bond  ace 
EiEJlty  Bond  tex  I 
European  Bd  Acc 
Lisa  lid  Bd  «cc 

G. U  Bond  acc 
Com  Bond  A£= 

H. 'e*i  Yield  Bond 

Irtlca-Lnh  Gt  Bd 
iDlrrruUonal  Bd 
Ia?an  Bond  Ace 
Japan  Src  Got  Ac 
Miriged  Bonds  I 

Prop  Bend  act 

tr  Dm3  ato 

5  Last  Ana  Bd  Ace 


-  670  ... 

•  550  ... 

-  J.IO  . 

♦1050  ... 

•  6*0  .. 
-040  .  . 
-J221)  . .. 

•  4*0  ... 
-2603  . . 

-  650  .. 

-  010  ... 
•1220  . 

-  I  10  .. 

•  660  ... 

-  610  ... 

-  440  .. 

•32-31 
-17. *3  . 

•19.10  .. 
-3  10  .. 


OLD  MUTUAL 

2  B»«*T  Way,  Hook.  Baal*  RGZ79XA 

otatTafas 

Equny  Fund  MX  35920  37900  -  9J0  ... 

FxdlDlereslAtE  273.90  29900  -  1.90  ... 

Intenudoaal Atx  276(0  29l.ro  •  U)  ... 

Managed  Arc  2PLTO  261*0  -l.ro  ... 

Property  Act  21400  22SJ0  •  (UO  ... 

Money  Acc  16700  17620  -  020  ... 

Spec MlU  ACC  213.90  225.70  -  3J0  ... 

Japan Equhy acc  iotjo  11320  -  420... 

N  Ainer acc  2060a  2 17 JO  *  3*0  ... 

PactflCAK  14*20  15640  -  2.TO  ... 

European  ACC  24a 40  25340  *0*0  ... 

PEARL  ASSURANCE 
The  Prart  Cearrc  1^«6  Wood.  Ptteibaiuugb 
PEZBFY.  0l733«m«0 
IDVPiapDbt  140.40  147*0  -020  ... 

Plop  Acc  IGnrix)  337.50  355J0  -040... 

Ine Eqaby  150150  15*000  ~*ln>  ... 

lire  Managed  ian.ro  1062X0  -JS.ro  ... 

Ret  Mana^d  IUM.7D  1247.10  -2*00  ... 

For  Pimident  Mutual  we  General  ACddew 
PRUDENTIAL 

Hoftwrn  Ban.  leodan  EON  2NH 
0(714059222 

Managed  415,40  430JD  -6*0  ... 

PRUDENTIAL  INDIVIDUAL  UFE  FDS 
I  Stephen  Street  London  WIP2AP 
OniSttXEB 

Managed  Fond  95820  1008.10  -14.10  .. 

Equity  Fund  [94940  3H20D  -51.10  ... 

(ml  Fond  736TO  775.TO  •  I  .TO  ... 

Fixed  Interest  640.H3  673*0  ♦  2*0  .. 

Property  Fund  30350  53010  •  05D  .  . 

Cnh  Fund  394.90  415.30  •  OJO 

PacrikBadn  JMJq  3*020  -  5*0  ... 

n  American  Fd  3b**o  3*400  *  1.90  ... 

Earn  Fond  349 JO  367.TO  -  670  ... 

Balanced  Food  1*9*0  19060  -2.90  ... 

Strategic  Fund  20U0  21510  *  JJO  ... 


ROYAL  HERITAGE  UFE  ASSURANCE 
PgrtwaMi  Bahra  Park.  Pctexinraagh 
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RACING:  VERSATILE  PERFORMER  CAN  DEFUSE  UNGUIDED  MISSILE’S  ATTEMPT  AT  ASCOT  DOUBLE 


reputation  to  test 

in  Betterware  Cur 


Bv  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent 


THEY  do  not  come  much 
more  down  to  earth  than.  Jeff 
King,  whose  plain  speaking 
has  been  the  hallmark  of  a 
career  which  saw  hhn  ride 
more  than  700  winners  over 
jumps  before  turning  success¬ 
fully  to  training.  Yesterday 
was  no  exception. 

"I  have  always  thought 
Inchcailloch  was  a  decent 
horse  and  if  he  cant  win  off 
lOst  53b  then  he’s  nothing  out 
of  the  ordinary,"  he  said, 
looking  ahead  to  the  Better- 
ware  Cup,  a  handicap  chase, 
the  feature  race  at  Ascot  today. 

The  remarkable  fiich- 
caifioch,  who  only  two  months 
ago  won  the  Cesarewitch  at 
Newmarket,  has  followed  up 
with  three  chasing  successes 
in  the  past  six  weeks,  which 
have  shown  the  seven-year-old 
to  be  one  of  the  most  progres¬ 
sive  jumpers  in  training.  “He's 
not  beaten  a  lot  but  he  couldn’t 
have  done  it  any  better,”  King 
added.  "At  Ascot  well  find  out 
whether  he's  the  real  thing.” 

In  a  competitive  race,  it  is 
difficult  to  rule  out  most  of  his 
rivals  with  confidence,  al¬ 
though  Travado,  Bradbury 
Star  and  Strong  Medicine 
look  up  against  it  Unguided 
Missile,  last  year's  winner, 
has  -plenty  of  weight  but  is 
classy  and  remains  a  Chelten¬ 
ham  Gold  Cup  hope.  Horses; 
who  run  wdU  in  the  Hennessy 


have  a  fine  record  in  this  race 
and  Dextra  Dove,  a  good  fifth 
tQ  Coome  Hill,  at  Newbury,  is 
weD  treated  on  his  early- 
season  form  last  year.  * 

Major  Bell,  who.  along  with 
Unguided  Missile  and  Dextra 
Dove,  will  guarantee  a  strong 
pace,  is  a  progressive  second- 
season  chaser  who  ran  partic¬ 
ularly  well  behind  Strong 
Promise  here  last  month.  He 
will  appreciate  the  extra  half- 
mile  and  ground  conditions. 
Turning  Trix  is  well  weighted, 
judged  on  his  victory  at 


Nap:  MIM-JLO  U-AND 
(235  Uttoxeter) 
Nod  best:  IndicaHlodbi 
.(230  Ascot) 


Newcastle  three  weeks  ago, 
but  may  just  lack  the  class. 

Go  Ballistic,  an  Ascot  spe¬ 
cialist  finished  3V  lengths 
behind  Inchcailloch  here  last 
tune  and  is  101b  better  off,  so  is 
weighted  to  reverse  the  form. 
He  is  best  coming  from  off  die 
pace  and  should  have  the  race 
to  suit,  but  his  stable  is  out  of 
farm. 

Although  Inchcailloch  has 
been  on  the  go  since  June,  he 
does  not  appear  to  be  nearing 
the  end '  of  his  tether  and 


Trainglot  suited  by  ground 


ASCOT 

BBC! 

1.10:  Make  A  Stand  is  the 
clear  form  choice  after  his 
front-running  success  in  foe 
William  Hffi  Hurdle  at 
Sandown  a  fortnight  ago  and 
should  oblige  if  he  runs  to 
within  a  same  of  that  effort 
Bowcliffe  Court  won  a 
maiden  hurdle  at  Chepstow 
but  may  not  besuited  by 
these  faster  conditions.  - 
Supreme  Charm  is  step- 
ping  back  from  three  miles 
and  wili  find  It  difficult 
keeping  tabs  on.  the  favourite. 
Bahamian  Sunshine  and 
Latahaab  are  useful  recruits 


TODAY  S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


from  the  Flat  but  may  appre- 
date  a  stiffcr  test  of  stamina. 

L4&  Pleasure  Shared  returns 
to  hurdling  after  falling  over 
fences  at  Ungfidd  last  week 


and,  according  to  the  BHB 
official  ratings,  is  more  than 
a  stone  better  ever  hurdles 
than  his  rivals.  That  may 
flatter  him  and  in  a  tricky 
race  I  prefer  Tkaindot 
He  disappointed  behind 
What  A  Question  on.  easy 
ground  at  Newbury  last  time 
but  had  previously  beaten  die 
Irish  raider  on  a  faster  sur¬ 
face  at  Wether  by.  Provided 
the  ground  remains  fast. 
Blaze  Away,  who  will  relish 
the  step  up  in  trip,  looks  sure 
to  run  weD. 

230:  see  above. 

.  Richard  Evans 


Uttoxeter 

ttdngrcoft 


Hereford 

Going:  good  to  soft  . 

12S0  (in  if  hdte)  1.  Star  SatecHon  (E 
Husband,  11-3;  2  Kfco  Rat  (16-1);  3. 
□rakataora  p-sj.  Nght  Cay  2-1  tn 1. 12  ran. 
NFt  Srnraina  Charm.  12J,  Ajltadfe  Tate 
OJft&sn.  £240.  £1.00.  DF:  £31/40.  Trkx 
0060.  CSft  £8268. 

ISO  Pm  It  Ivfe)  1,  MU  Day  Ow  (J 
Ottboma,  »);  2.  Total  Joy  (4-11;  3. 
Kwasingo  (BO-1)  Dstrt  10-11  taw.  10  ran 
NR  Fairy  Kn^W.  IfflhBbutewss.  1CL  41  P 
Webber.  Tow  £3.50;  Cl .10,  £2.00.  SB40. 
OP  am  Trio:  £4020.  CSR  Cl  225. 


twtottn-ttavies.  W  £520;  £2.70.  £1  30, 
E&40.  DP  £1540.  Trio:  £46.70.  CSF  £1557. 
Tricast  £49500. 


wfamamm 


air  ups  air  free  bet 


I  j  i  Xh  IS  i 


staking  £25  or  more  using  Switch  or  Delta  bank 
or  building  society  debit  cards 


3  mitas  Ascot  220pm,  Uwe  on  BSC  TV. 

10/3 

Unguided  Missile 

7/2 

Inchcailloch 

4/1 

Major  Bell  . 

S/1 

Dextra  Dove 

6/1 

Go  Ballistic 

6/1 

Turning  True 

16/1 

Travado 

25/1 

Strong  Medicine 

33/1 

Bradbury  Star  j 
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IA:  ■,  i  K  sI'ViJB 

Princess  (11-4);  3,  uraptay 


MARTIN  LYNCHI 


ground  conditions  remain'  in 
his  favour.  King's  matter-of- 
fact  approach  makes  him  the 
last  person  to  overrate  his 
horses  but  he  considered  the 
King  George  VI  Chase  for  his 
stable  star  last  month.  A 
Boxing  Day  appointment  at 
Kempton  may  have  to  wait  a 
yean  in  the  meantime, 
Lncbeaillocb  can  complete  a 
memorable  double  for  King, 
who  rode  What  A  Buck  to 
victory  in  this  race  20  years 
ago. 

Away  from  the  gaze  of  the 
television  cameras.  Tun 
Easterby  seems  set  for  a 
profitable  afternoon.  Simply 
Dashing  has  looked  one  of  the 
best  novice  chasers  this  season 
and  can  win  his  fourth  race 
over  fences  at  Ascot  (1235), 
while  at  Haydock  Shining 
Edge  (1.20)  and  Good  Vibes 
(230)  hold  solid  claims. 

The  Uttoxeter  card  looks 
tricky,  although  I  like  Mim- 
Lou-And  (235).  who  should  go 
off  at  rewarding  odds.  Henri¬ 
etta  Knight's  consistent  four- 
year-old  has  found  two  miles 
on  the  sharp  side  this  term 
and  should  relish  todays  extra 
distance  and  easier  surface. 

At  lingfield.  Silver  Shred 
(135)  looks  a  class  above  her 
rivals  on-  her  third  to  Castle 
Sweep  in  the  Tote  Silver 
Trophy  at  Chepstow  and  can 
give  away  the  weight. 


Unguided  Missile  seeks  a  second  win  in  the  Betterware  Cup  at  Ascot  today 


THUNDERER 

12.15  Parrot's  HOI.  12.45  Slotamatique.  1-20 
M archant  Ming.  1.55  Pink  Gin.  2-30  Afzulu.  3.00 
General  Command.  330  Strong  Mint 

SQiN6:  GOOD  TO  SOFT _ SB 

12.15  WIRRAL  JUVEMLE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-O:  £2,955: 2m)  (14  runners) 

1  0  AHAB1AN  IfiGHTS  IS  J  Main  10-12 -E  Husband  (3)  7B 

2  64  BAASM 15  J  total  10-12 _ WFtyM 

3  2  FALCON’S  FLA1C  B6  MreJTtansdoi  10-12 - JWffli® 

4  0  HSH  KMSMAN 31 6 Yvdtey ID-12  ...  .  WHcfartanrt  - 

5  0  JOE  SHAW  21  UsMtack?  ID-12 _  PfBwn  - 

8  0  Iff  GOLD  15  JJeflarsoi  ID-12 _  _  fl  GMS  73 

7  MLAMON 1B6F J  WMe  10-12  - . Ptatwiy  - 

8  3  PARROT'S  HILL  IS  M  TamottE  ID-12 _ ADabttf  88 

0  SHARP  C0MUAMJ16FP  Bate  10-12 - - 

10  SHU  GAA78F0  Sherwood  10-12 - JOatom  - 

11  TA6ATAY  29F  U  Camacho  10-12 - ECafcDbaop)  - 

12  044  THOHNTOUN  ESTATE 28 MTutwur  10-12  . .  ASSmBi  V0 

13  50  INHAT  JM  WANTS  21 JJ  O'Neill 10-12 . - . 81 

14  8  VIORIHIHE BU. 31  FJmtai  10-12 - SWywre- 

9-4  Fjtam’sFtaoe.  3-1  Shu  Gas.  4-1  (ton's  HB.  6-1  Joe  »».  8-1  often 


12.45  SOUTHPORT  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£4,486: 2m  41)  (5) 

1  1QT1  tJAT C0UTIRE 21  (CASK) Llungn 8-11-5 _  .  HGueagj 

2  5  BLACK  BROOK  14  Mtenrani  7-11 -fl - PtoCfl  68 

3  112/  CARB00  GOLD  968  K  Ba*y  /-l  T-0 - J  Ratal  - 

4  P-34  SUKAMATOUE 10  EFf)  G  Hrianfc  Ml-0  —  A  IMbtaln  89 

5  100  SPBMAKEH 24  (S)  HBwtee 6-11-5.  _ _ J  Osborne  - 

MUCHtea-1  ItataioGaU.7-2SMHdqw.B-l  alws 


HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£3,485.  2m)  (7) 


1.55  ST  HELENS  HANDICAP  CHASE 
(£6,684: 4m  110yd)  (7) 

J  lP-1  CHRISTMAS  G0RSE  21  (D.G.S)  H  Grater  10-11-10 

J  Osborne  92 


11  ECS**  11-104) - STayta (5)  50 

5-2  Chtstnas  Gass;  7-2  PM  Got.  5-1  DM  Rager.  6-1  Uranus  Cdtonpe.  7-1 
Papa  Sta.  8-1  Dtarend  Fat  100-1  Quart!  Dressed. 


2.30  EUROPEAN  BREHJHB  FUND  NATIONAL  HIWT 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (Qualifier  £3,025: 2m)  (7) 

TE2sfedn>4-ll-lD .  J  Osborne 


THUNDERER 

1230PedattotftemetaL  1 .00  River  Leven.  1.35  Silver 
Shred.  Z10  Rose  berry  Avenue.  2.40  John  Drumm. 
3.10  Mariners  Mirror.  3.40  Arkley  Royal. 


GOING.  GOOD  TO  SOFT _ SIS 

12.30  BRANDY  BUTTER  CONDITIONAL 

JOCKEYS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 
(£2,364: 2m  110yd)  (9  runners) 

1  -544  TCKERTYS  GffT  7  fCD,W,S)  G  L  Moore  E-12-0  II  Attiota  (4) 

2  35-4  HAWTHORNE  GLEN  7  fCD^jSl  Un  U  Long  9-11-7  A  Mw  (41 

3  32-3  SHEMSIDS REST  10 (DjnS Mete 4-1 1-2~~-  SHBam(7) 

4  M2  POMLimieETAL 9 PMktofl 4-10-11  ..  DJKwonrf 

5  4PU/  IMDE  SUPPORT  1033F  (D5)  A  tan  11-10-11  MBafctelorW 

6  0607  DBUSBAJf  638  (B^.G.S)  J Bridoa  810-1 . .  —  SoptfelBcM 

7  D-68  MUSEUM  21  P  Wmtamttl  5-1D-0 _ _ X  Abjmi  (4) 

8  532-  BALLVUGVH  339  E  WbaiD  7-10-0  _  M  Griflitts  (4) 

9  5-H*  FATHBV  POWBt  105  S  Bam  8-104 . -  C  Ita  (4| 

5- 2  PaUtaharaol.  3-1  Steptenb  Rea.  W  tidufy  i  OH.  5-1  Baihnw. 

6- 1  Haratomo  Gfen.  10-1  Wdr  Stppcn.  16-1  Muxun.  20-1  rtfcr- 


1 .00  PORT  &  STILTON  NOVICES  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£2,585: 2m)  (9) 

1  38-1  RIVER  LEVEM 11  ftOAS)  D  GandoBo  7-11-10 0  Fort  (3) 

2  411/  BAYRAK4W  |OS)  P  Wl*«v  6-114  . .  A  B*te  (S) 

3  F-55  GLSD0E  24  A  Turnd  5-11-6 . - . DOUBTFUL 

4  W6  STAGE  PLAYER  14  f.61  M»  C  Itaw  10-114  D  Leahy 

5  5P31  CASTLEC0M1®!  15  (B.G)  R  Fnal  5-11-4..  Mr  AHoldsvmti 

6  PW  RaroWW  19  (G)  A  land  6-11-2 _  DOUBTFUL 

7  -PPG  KJMTS  GOD  15  Us  L  FWa*  6-11-0 . .  U  RctariS 

B  -5P5  PDUCEMANS  PRIDE  IS  M  Madgidck  7-10-8 .  BFcnlai 

9  4-UP  KENTAVRUS  WAY  17  A  Moan  5-10-0 - -  NMn 

54  (tor  Lewi.  4-1  CaS reamer  5-1  Stags  PHtfu  6-1  BajraL  12-1  Itag'i  Gold, 
IS- 1  fttanm  Wflf.  25-1  Katana  (toy 


1 .35  HBLB  MARES  ONLY  CHRISTMAS  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£3,493: 2m  3f  110yd)  (5) 

1  01-3  ELVER  SHIS)  42  (FAS)  M  Pw  5-12-0 - -  - 

:  P-11  SA8  BY  THE  STAH5 18  (0,5)  IFosta  7-10-13-  AThomni 
•3  -Z35  FORTUWS  COURSE  24  ID&S)  J  Bog  7-10-8  ..  T  J  Muphy 

4  1-03  LESSfflO  LASS24  (F)Msa  H  UsgM  4-181 .  _  .  -  B  Foam 

5  651-  HARDY  LASS  213  (AtaS)  J  5Mb  7-1IW)  _  M  Griffiths  [7) 
6-4  SUm  Shot  2-1  Sal  By  Ifr  Stas.  9-2  Laura  lass,  81  Fonunes  Cttiru. 
8-1  Handy  lass 


2.1  0  JARDINE  INSURANCE  SERVICES  JUVENILE 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2,616: 2m  110yd)  (16) 

1  01  RH>  RAJA  12  IS)  P  MU«a  11-5 - - D  Gatagher 

2  BA8JWKK  IB*  N  Graham  10-12 - -  S  Comm 

3  6  BSWIG  7  A  Moor  10-12.  . . -  .  N  Mann 

4  BRIGHTON  ROAD  51F  G  Balding  10-12  - - - B  CHonl 

5  0  HALF  AN  WCH  35(B)  T  Jura  10-12  _  ... - D  Leahy 

6  64  HANBfTOOH  17  Mrs  A  Pencil  10-12 . —  DUpIon 

7  HDUNAMOJBWA93FC  Will  10-12. . .  LHawy 

8  JAMES  FffiST  R  Ingon  10-12 _ ...  D  (TSdhao 

9  F»SB3BfflY  AVCTlff  53F  H  MaTust  10-12 - S  Ryan  (S) 

10  60  SAM  ROCKETT  9  (B)P  tony  10-12  .  D  J  Karanmh  (5) 

11  SCOTTISH  HHW  140F  Mte  H  KngN  10-72 _  BF»» 

12  020  STBTLMG  FEL0W22 


22  WDHWBams  10-12 - -  M  Ctaftcs 

13  F  BOLD  START  LADY  17  E  Wbeeta  10-7 .  U  Grfflte  m 

14  U00  EMBROBEREO  17  fl  Flomr  10-7 _  J  K  McCarthy  (7) 

15  ESKW0  KISS  53F  G  Jrtnam  HMflUm  ID-7  ..  .  A  Thomtal 

16  40  VERMCA  FRANCO  OBPEam  10-7  _  .  ...  TJUnphy 
7-4  tottery  Areme.  9-2  Red  tafa.  6-1  Samdi  Hoo.  8-1  toiMooh.  10-1 
Mum  UadML  14-1  Batan*  15-1  often 


3.00  BOSTON  PIT  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,711: 2m  ID  (3) 

1  811-  VALIANT  WARRIOR  294  (COF.G5)  II  toimnd  8-11-U 

PNSwie 

2  Ml  GGNERAL COMMAND 56 (D.F.GJ  G  ftdan*s8-U-2 PCatawy  S 

3  SIPS  CONTI  DTSTRUYAl.  9  gLF.G)  G  BatrSng  6-10-1D  _  A  Dottan  97 

1-2  Baa*  Coraowd.  5-2  tofiaid  Wanor,  6-1  Car*  DEtaaL 


3.30  THELWALL  STANDARD  OPEN  NATIONAL  HUNT 
FLAT  RACE  (£1,292: 2m)  (14) 

I  1-  BADGSTS  LANE  368  (S)  K  Be*?  5-11-11  --  ._  J  Rata  - 

Z  104)  ACT  ONE  GUST10N 15  BL6I J  J  DTtefl  6-11-11 .  RBnest  - 

3  541  STRDNBMMIIIDaMisMBEVElBrWI-11—  PKno  - 

4  BACK  ON  UC  LASH  FMnrpliy  4-11-4  PCatery  - 

5  BfliflSfflNt«toOate 4-11-4. . DBridowta  - 

6  3  teLLYBUtaCStW  18  J  Mortal  4-11-4 - —  WFiy  - 

7  BREATH  OF  SCANDAL  D  Stanuod  5-11-4 - J  Osborne  - 

8  30  MEADOW HYW 18 JFiCgarafd 5-11-4 - .WOwn- 

9  MBVTYMAS0UB1ADE  Mrs  URrwIqf  5-11-4 - R  Hodge  - 

10  NO  FMIUANE  Harts  5-11-4 . A  Data  - 

II  00  SCHOlARG«ei 21  GYtffer 4-11-4 - WMArtand  - 

12  6-  SLUE  ON  255  PEsm  6-11-4 - Bay  Lynns  - 

13  00  S0CW.HSEQJRITY  11  SBcOogs 5-11-4 - K6ak  - 

14  0  PfWmVELBfl  BA  SON)  6-10-13 - PMUtfByp)  - 

3-1  Snmg  Mm  7-2  Bnah  Of  Stand*.  4-T  Bdos's  Law.  6-1  Bn  Eiger.  8-1 
Btty  Bocksui.  10-1  Maoy  Itoqmsaiir,  No  Rner  Ms.  12-1  dtao. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAJNtRS:  F  JarrSn,  4  atews  tn*n  10  nncfits.  400%:  6  Rirasns. 
30  Iram  100,  SUft;  J  FtasaU.  13  too  48,  27.1%:  N  Gaseiae.  3 
mo  12, 25.0*,  NTakttr&stes.  14  ton 57.24  6*Sl  J  JeBaraon,  5 

bu  21,2m. 

JOCKEYS:  E  CMagtaL  3  mas  ban  5  rides.  608%.  D  Brtttpnta. 
II  ton  39. 282%:  A Dottan.  10  ton  60.  WJBb,  P  toen,  9  Iran  61. 
148%.  Only  ohBSk. 


White  fined  £1,000 

JOHN  WHITE  has  been  fined  £1.000  by  (he 
Jockey  Club  disdplinaty  committee  for  “faff¬ 
ing  to  exercise  reasonable  care”  in  his 
handling  of  the  six-year-old.  Flying  Eagle.  The 
committee  also  found  that  the  trainer  had  not 
acted  in  the  best  interests  of  the  gelding's 
owner  by  neglecting  to  inform  him  of  a  tendon 
injury  sustained  in  a  race  at  Kempton  in 
October  1995. 


3.1 0  MAC  VID1  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3,425: 3m)  (6) 

1  -311  MARMRS  URR0R  15  (CLS)  N  T«to-DanB  9-11-7 

UtMRral 

2  U4r?  BEWtXBN2ZJM#ilir5 5-10-12  -  - SCman 

3  -215  KBWi  CAVAIER  14  G  BtaMog 6-10-12 —  BFenion 

4  -263  l«  PICKPOCKET  14  (S)  Iflss  H  hn^l  8-10-12-  TJMliphy 

5  0/S  UYSTK  UAWIA373  ATimea  10-1D-12 - -  D0UBIHJL 

6  O^U  GBIMA'S  WAGER  14  M  CantaV  6-10-7 -  L  Havrjr 

4-5  UtotaS  Una.  5-2  Mi  Hctoocttl.  4-1  Kendal  CauaUer.  12-1  Bertehn.  20-1 

Grassngo 


3.40  HOLLY  &  IVY  MA1DBI  OPEN  NATIONAL 
HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1,312. 2m  110yd)  (11) 

1  ARKLEY  ROYAL  JDU 5*11*5 .  . . .  G  Uptai 

2  OElM-DE-FfiT B Ptem 4-11-5  .  .  ..  _...  klKtfls 

3  U0-  HU&H  281  G  Chartextaie  5*114  .  .  Mr  A  OnriesJones 

4  58  H»Da£>m9RCinK4-11^ .  DUoms 

$  PEACE  BfTUTTWKtoKart  4-11-5 .  A  Oden 

6  PflARRY  D  GriaeO  6-11-5 . -  -  6  Fatoi 

7  4  REPEAT  OFFER  24  P  Cufldell  4-11-5  .  -  SCman 

B  0  FffiVALDMDE  14 VSisnr 4-11-5.  _  .  _  .  .  MRfchanb 
9  404)  SHJWAKAMOI 38  JKSq  4-11-5—  ,  _.  T  J  Murphy 

10  BBEfflEYMPHedOH 5-11-0 -  .  liOomfn 

11  GOOD  Tift  DANCER  P  Water  4-11-0 .  UiPScoO 

3-1  Altar  R«N.  «-i  GoodUms  Dwar,  5-1  feted  Ofler .6-1  ShrateriKlI.  B-1 
Weny  10-1 9ehe  Giey.  12-1  OmWW*.  14-1  often, 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRABCRS:  P  KdteW.  5  ttaen  h«  G  luniR,  B32%:  R  AltoisL 
12  ton  28.429V  J  CM.  5  ton  T6,  31 3V  A  lunefl.  9  ton  29. 
31V:  K  Iwono-Davte;,  fi  Irani  20,  30HV  G  L  Urn,  5  ton  18. 
27  8%. 

JOCKEYS:  A  Bate.  6  mmsfs  ton  u  rides,  M5V  M  Hum.  3 
Irani  7.  -C.9V  D  fafi.  5  tod  19. 31,6V  S  Rjm.  3  tan  10. 30fl%:T 
J  Usphy,  3  ton  12. 2SJK;  A  Dtctan,  6  kom  31. 19  4%. 


Blinkered  first  time 

LINGFIELD  PAftfc  2.10  HaK  An  Inch  340  Betoe  Grey 
UTItaaSTEFl:  riX&madgB 


ASCOT 


12.35  Simply  Dashing 
1-10  Make  A  Stand 
1  >45  Trainglot 


THUNDERER 

220  INCHCAILLOCH  (nap) 

2.50Zeredar 

3.20  Ashwed  Boy 


The  Times  Private  HaneOcapper's  top  rating: 

1 .45  PLEASURE  SHARED. 

GUIDETOOtfftlfHJMERAeECARP 

161  113143  GOOOHffS13|BFJ1G5)'UnD^£uKTn)BHaDi24?  .  BWeaP 


teoaoitanba  Sa-Sgar  tarn  IF-  W1  P— 
BUM  up  u-ensated  r»H.  £  — Droojrt 
own  j  —  simed  19  B— rt8c«J  D  — 
tejanten  tea's  ran  Days  wet  fed 
*SJ1  f d  n*  IB— umteis  V- riser.  H- 
to)ri  £— EreJurtfl  C  — rarornwr  D  — 
arena-  mmna  CD  — course  and  ftsORCE 


12-C  .  B  WM 17)  88 

■mner  BF  —  beatai  tnourds  in  Uest  ace) 
Going  on  abuft  Imre  has  (F  —  ftm.  gun I  b 
finn  tad  G  —  good.  S  —  xfl.  good  D  snfL 
beawi  Own  n  Incite  lams  Age  xa 
mom  Ruler  eke  any  atm an  Tto  rune 
Private  Hantuppe's  aiatq 


GOING- GOOD  TO  FIRM 


TOTE  JACKPOT  MEE7VJG 


12.35  BOOK  OF  MUSIC  NOVICES  CHASE 

(Grade  II  £12.320: 2m  3 110yd}  (8  rumas) 


5P00-31  0H  SO  RSCY  28  HLF.GIW  lahcriDElaom  9-11-10 
3101-11  ORROYAL  14|Q£)  [DJ3NtariiUPoe5  n.l0  ..  . 
15-11F1  5WPLY  DASWJG 14  IF  AS)  !i  Hanwamfl  I  Eaotiv  5-11-7 

6  BOLSHE  {URQH  11  (F)  111  fteSini  U  WecHm  /-1 1-3 _ 

1MJ14-2  cremvs  LAD  12  rBFJFjB.Sl  Wn  J  Bumi  N  Hendrcrm  6-ii-j 
11214U  COLWTRY STAR  7  IdffSSn  P  C  E«aaflTll3  V 
232323  LUCKY  DOLLAR  17  (F.S)  15 IJjfttj  1  Bate  B-ir-3 
260245  SHAUK  4  (F)  R  Zam]  J  Jenlira  b-n-3  . . . 


PHonsy  88 
..  APUcCoy  95 
RDunwocy  © 
18  U  Hurts  - 
MAHDgeraid  61 
G  Bradley  - 
CLtaJyn  73 
.  N1  Egan  60 


KTIBK.  J-4  !»  ftte.  2-i  Snely  DaUung  51  On  So  Bsl*  51  Ccuray  S».  P-l  Chnylt  Ua.  20-i  Lucky 
Ddta.  33-1  Bofcfta  8*(ln.  Stain. 

1995.  SENOR  a  BETRU1T1  6-11-3  G  Enfflej  H56-1)  Un  5  Hod  8  m 

FORM  FOCUS 


0H  SO  R&KY  bear  Dram  Ride  by  71  in  4- turner 
nmttt  Otoe  Dae  (3a  good  to  &rmj  OR  ROYAL 
bcsi  Dream  bde  by  41  n  6-nmo  now  ctara  a 
0*Mo»  On  31 110yd.  art) 

SIMPLY  DASHKG  bear  Tito  Dee  by  1 01  m  9- 
ram  neince  chase  af  HtSSeHn  (2»  41  HIM. 
flwd  to  art)  CHERYL'S  LAD  1»l  2nd  ol  4  to 


gamin  n  now  *****  at  Ludlow  (2m 
good  lo  linn]  COUNTRY  STAR  led  mb!  unsealed 
reta  4  oul  bj  rewa  chase  n  Dansda  On 
11 0yd.  good  Id  firm]  LUCKY  DOLLAR  3'41 3rd  Cl 
8  H  Otxxi  Lada  n  nonce  handicap  dose  H 
SoufiHRlI  13m  110yd,  ocod) 

Sekotav  OR  ROYAL 


1.10  MTT1E  GROUP  KBiNEL  GATE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Grade  u  £9,?12-  2m  110yd)  (9  runners) 

201  11-1251 


f£r 


* £-11-7  .  AP McCoy  B 

I R Attest 5-11-0  .  .  GErafcy  - 

AkEhud  4-11-0.-  ...  AUavm  63 

i Biers* Have 4-11-0...  .  SMcNefl  - 
U Henderson 5-11-0...  .  MAFtoocnU  - 

. PHda  - 

) Ms GRzSway 5-11-0  RDanmody  - 

M1-0_  .  . . NYHeoBOi  - 

4-11-0  .  . . CUtoelyn  ED 

BETTBIG;  5-4  Mata  A  Start  5-1  EBtaivn  Swsftme.  7-1  Basel  Be  Cart.  B-1  Laobaab,  10-1  Eagle  tea. 
Steen.  Ham,  12-1  Perfect  Pal.  20-1  ottes 

1995. CALL EDUNAtE  511-4  APUcCoy  7-4  (Pteholb)  10 oo 

FORM  FOCUS 


MAKE  A  STAND  bear  Uaoo  Bowled  by  21  n  15  Milch  lo  FestnOI  Bmmef  af  ChetertBO  (2m 

rmw  William  HOI  Karcfaag  Kudte  rt  Sawtoim  110yd.  good  to  mO)  LATAHAAB.  useta  sbjh  on 

12m  ii  Oyd.  and)  FU,  deaice  aa  ol  4  la  mow  ewd  n  Srisfamy 

BAHAMIAN  SUICrtNE.  snail  stayer  ji  best  on  {tm  El,  km)  nten  tad  sen  oul  PERFECT  PAL 

Fta  131  tol  td  4  lo  Camn  Can  oi  mltw  ewrt  ad  461 13Bi  oil  6  to  Mamgom  Krtooal  ted  Fa  race 

fatetad  (2m  3,  good)  then  to  seen  nt  af  PuuiKSm  (2m.  gnat)  m  April.  1995  5U- 

BOWCUFFE  COURT  bea  Jteeme  Genoto  by  INI  PREME  CHARM  221 4li  ol  9  Id  Carte's  Cnetata 

in  n^uma  marten  hurdleal  Cbepsttw  (2m  110yd.  la  immix  luifle  here  13m  good). 

SOU)  EAGLES  REST  481  IBh  of  34  to  Mfflha  Or  Stedtai:  MAKE  A  ST  AM) 

1.45  LONG  WALK  HURDLE  ■=1=™ 

(Grade  I:  £25^40: 3n  If  110yd]  (6  runners) 

.  A  P  McCoy  84 

,4-11-7 .  CUemlyii  02 

r _ NVWwta  ffi 

_  A  litem  j? 

_ RDonMudy  IB 

5114 - G  Bndoy  90 

BGTTNG:52  Pkasve  Sraed.  11-4  HM  A  (hresbon  lartglaL  3-1  Oaw  HM,  81  Bte  Amy.  20-1  Top  Sp* 
1905:  SILVER  WEDGE  4-11-7  J  damme  (7-1)  0  Shenood  11  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


BlML  AWAY  bsl  MorJcaanan  by  171  in  4-ramr 
handicap  hudle  al  Dnncasta  (2m  4),  good  to  Dim). 
OCEAN  HAWK  neck  2nd  ol  4  to  Olympian  In 
hndiev  turtle  here  (3m.  good  m  km].  PLEA¬ 
SURE  SHARED  taka  in  nonce  chase  al  Ungteid 
batanecu  Besl  eflortcwr  tuiflesto  heal  Seta 


Cadi  hr  1MI  n  jade  8  Long  Defence  terte  here 
(3m.  good  to  so«).  WHAT  A  QUE5TKM  bed 
AKapon  by  1^1  in  11 -runner  Netauy  Long  Dis- 
tance  tedle  (3m  110yd,  goal),  wlr  TRAINGLOT 
(7b  berths  off)  61  3rd 
Setacflare  FUASJRE  SHARED 


TRAVADO  4J  4ft  n!6toAhsalom'aLa*  In  WUan 


Memorial  Haixtcap  Chase  d  Kaydoa  CJm.  good). 
DEXTRA  DOVE  344  5fti  ol  11  la  Coome  Kl  m 
Hennery  Cqyiac  Gold  Cop  al  NMbuy  (3m  2 1 
110yd,  good) 

MAJOR  Bai  41  2nd  ol  8  to  Strong  Promise  in 


Fid  Natooal  Bank  Harafcap  Chase  here  On  3 
110yd.  good  to  km).  MCHCAS10CH  bed  Such 
Lw  by  1  Til  n  4-runoo  hantficap  al  Sandomi  On 
51  )1D)»L  good).  Pimoteiy  Deal  GO  BALLISTIC 
IIDb  belter  oil)  by  3141  In  Stumer  hamScap  chase 
ow  come  art  iramn  (goad  lo  Brm).  TURMNG 
TRK  Ini  Aoed  By  The  me  by  81  si  Sjobb 
handeap  chase  N  Newcastle  (in.  good], 
Sekckn:  GO  BALLISTIC 


2.50  FH08U0RE  HANDfCAP  CHASE 

(£9.458.  2m)  (5  runners) 


501  F711B1-1  ASX  TOM  21  (Dfljn  (B  S»«l*™n)  T  Tale  7-124)  -  R  Gm«y  ffl 

503  554-113  STORM  ALBTT  14  (COJ.G^)  (Mrs  0  PemS)  0  Nfcrtao  10-11-11  A  Magnire  SO 

503  402®4-  SYBIUN539  (CIXF.G^)  (Marauesa  deMoialata)  J  FTagerald  I0-H-1  Rtfimroody  - 

504  1/5414*2  AROUND  THE  HOW  22  (D.GA  (FW-W*  Partners)  J  Gitbri  9-10-10  S  McfU  95 

505  4-1P111  ZDOAH  a  (B.D/J51  (I  S  tecag)  K  Ebfley  WM- .  C  LtoMlyn  94 

Long  handeap:  2mA*  M3 

BETTHG:  5-1  Ask  Tom.  3-1  anno  Alert.  947  Zoedar.  7-1  Arouod  The  Hum.  8-1  SyUUn. 

1995  FRONT  STREET  B-10-1  J  OsWroe  (11-8)  S  Sherwood  8  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


ASK  TOM  Dea  Hatt  by  271  m  5-nira  larttap  1994.  AROUND  Tlffi  HORN  91 2nd  ol  7  hi  Golden 
chase  A  Notary  pm  il.  goad)  STORM  ALBTT  Sptawln  tandcap  dose  d  Newbury  fen  «, 
dbtmce  3rd  ol  4  lo  Sana  Man  in  Tingle  Crertc  good)  ZEREOAR  bod  Natali  Pita  by  a  a  3- 
CtBs*  at  Sandown  (2m.  good).  rum  taxficap  chase  al  Doncaster  (2m  llOjri, 

SYBBJJN  341  3rd  d  6  lo  Vfcng  Flagship  in  good  to  hurt.  _ 

CestMonJ  Chase  A  Weteby  (2m.  sot).  December  Sdeettan:  ASK  TDM 


3.20  KNIGHTS  ROYAL  HURDLE 

(£8,559:  2m  110yd)  (9  rumers) 

SOI  11221-3  PADDY'S  RETURN  57  IBBFXO^.G)  IP  0  Donad)  f  Uiphy  4-11-10  R  Dommody  00 

602  210151-  TRAGIC  HERO  161F  IBAS^l  IKrtgrd  ttoto)  U  hps  4-1M0 ..  A  P  McCoy  95 

£03  44FR66  NON  VINTAGE  7  (CO.G.S)  IA  Maul  M  Ctnprtei  5-11-5.  ...  W  WoMngta)  89 

6(H  44^450  ALLTWE  DANCBt  21  (DJ.tLS)  (H  Heyrai)  0  ShanKM  4-11-2  .  G  Boday  88 

EOS  D52F1-4  ASHWELL  BOY  7  (C0.F.GS)  (A  Rung)  P  Hobbs  5-11-2 - N  WtaEQo  90 

605  21-  TBETAN  350  pjj  lladv  Haims)  Lady  Hemes  4-11-2 -  U  A  Fhrganid  95 

607  3/35-1  IF  MR  PERCY  21  (OJfXS)  IF  HmmaWs  Hfidow  £  Son)  J  EiteD  5-10-12  P  Hd)  87 

606  2SFD-50  ESKIMO  NEL  14  (D.G.S)  (RrJ  Chance)  J  Spearmg  5-1D-11  - - R  Ganfiy  ffl 

609  240-142  USTINGUETT  29  lD.BF.Gj5)  U  Eunpo)  N  TMtot-Oarts  4-10-11  C  Ltowdyn  sa 

BETTHG:  7-2  Paddy's  Reran.  4-1  Trap  Hero,  Asimrl  Boy.  5-1  Tibetai.  7-1  Eddmo  Bel,  8-1  Mr  Percy,  ID-i 

atm 

1995;  PfBDWELL  5-11-5  A  P  McCoy  (5-1)14  Pipe  Bran 


FORM  FOCUS 


PADDY'S  RETURN  beal  Magr^J  Lady  by  41  in  29- 
raiiw  Daly  Eapress  Tnomph  tetfie  a  Chertadtam 
(2n  U  gud)  to  Uarrii  «i9i  HSTlNGUFTT  (8fe 
baderoV)  bead  3rd  and  TRAGIC  HERO  about  251 
12ft.  TRAGIC  HffiO  Deal  Dnestra  End  l^nect  ii 
13-fWHKT  Svmlon  Haodhap  Hudle  al  HapkxL 
Pm,  good)  m  May. 

ASWlBl  BOY  231  to  ol  4  to  Itash  a  Spoil  01 
Kings  Chafcnm  ted*  *  Cheltenham  (2m  41. 
good  to  Inn).  IKTAN  beal  Ocean  Hte  by  71  n 


hade  al  taadoec  (2m  110yd. 

S3en  Hsdto  al  Neata^^B 


ESKIMO  NB.  331  lift  to  15  to  lUe  A  Staid  bi 
hamficap  tudle  at  Saretom  (2m  UM,  oaorti 
MISTHGUETT  tart  Hate  Breeze  by  71  n  4-nmer 
Neeboy  Atema  Hudlo  (2m  110m.  goad),  mu 
PADDY'S  RETURN  (41b  «nse  afl)  171  3rd. 
Satocborc  USTINGUETT 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


MONDAY:  Kelso  (firet  race.  12.45), 
Ludlow  (1.00) 

TUESDAY:  No  racing  ' 
WEDNESDAY:  No  racing. 
THURSDAY:  Aw  (12.25),  Haetord 
(1.05).  Huntingcfon  (12  3TO.  Kempton 
Park  (C4,  12.401.  UngflMd  Park  (AW. 
12.50),  Market  Rasw  (12.30),  Newlon 
Abbot  (125).  SedgefiekJ  (12.40) 
WBlherby  (12.45),  Wheaton  (12.45) 
Woh®fhamplon(l.00). 

FRIDAY:  Chepstow  (BBC.  1220) 
Kempton  (04. 12  40).  L&cester  (1255) 
Musseauigh  (1235).  Wtoiaby  (1 00) 
SATURDAY:  Folkestone  (1  05).  Hunt 
ingdon  (12  40).  Newbury  (BBC.  1.15) 
Newcasilfi  (1  00). 

Flat  meeting  tn  bold 


■  FUU  RESULTS  SERVICE  16 a 

"1  IT.M.Tlg: 


'  > 
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RUGBY  UNION 

Robinson  calls  on 
Bath  to  rise  above 
the  internal  unrest 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


Newbury  aiming  to  tweak  Tigers’  tail 


Burwell  the  Newbury  director  of  rugby,  says  his  players  go  into  the  match  with  Leicester  full  of  confidence 


THE  Pilkington  Cup  will  be  a 
good  deal  less  romantic  by  this 
evening,  unless  the  weather 
forecast  for  frost  in  the  North 

causes  postponements.  The 
draw  for  the  fifth  round, 
which  introduces  the  first  and 
second  division  dubs  to  this 
season’s  competition,  gives  the 
small  fry  Me  chance  to 
progress  and  thereby  robs  the 
cup  of  a  degree  of  magic. 

Cheltenham,  for  example, 
must  go  to  The  Stoop  to  play 
Harlequins;  Newbury,  the 
least  experienced  cup  team  in 
this  round,  meet  Leicester  and 
Saracens  will  surely  have  far 
loo  much  firepower  for  Read¬ 
ing.  The  only  match  where  a 
first  division  club  is  certain  to 
foil  is  that  at  the  Recreation 
Ground.  Bath,  where  London 
Irish  visit  a  dub  apparently 
more  at  odds  with  itself  than 
for  many  a  year. 

Bath  and  the  cup,  of  course, 
have  become  virtually  synony¬ 
mous:  ten  final  appearances, 
ten  wins,  including  last  sea¬ 
son.  Yet.  this  month  has 
brought  the  unwanted  publici¬ 
ty  that  surrounds  some  city- 
centre  rowdyism  and  the 
mysterious  absence  (“on  holi¬ 
day"}  of  Brian  Ashton,  the 
chief  coach,  in  the  week  before 
a  cup  round.  Added  to  this  are 
the  injuries  that  keep  Phil  de 
Glanville,  the  captain.  Mike 
Catt  and  Eric  Peters  out  of  the 
game  today. 

Andy  Robinson,  than  whom 
no  more  whole-hearted  player 
has  appeared  for  Bath,  has 
been  coaching  the  side  this 
week  and  reflects  that  “We 
have  always  had  problems  off 
the  field  at  Bath.  It  is  a  high- 
tension  club.-  but  the  record 
books  show  that  the  players 
have  always  got  on  with  it  and 
won  the  matches  that 
mattered." 

if.  however,  the  club's  ten¬ 
sions  spill  over.  Bath's  profes¬ 
sionals  may  find  that  they  now 
exist  in  a  less-forgiving  ambi¬ 


ence;  nor  have  the  players,  this 
season,  always  produced  the 
required  results,  most  notably 
in  the  Heineken  Cup.  Whether 
London  Irish  can  take  advan¬ 
tage  today  is  open  to  doubt 
Half  of  their  team  have  played 
international  rugby  (though 
one,  Rob  Henderson,  has  been 
omitted  from  Ireland's  warm- 
weather  training  in  the  Algar¬ 
ve  next  weekend  on  grounds  of 
fitness),  but  they  are  desper¬ 
ately  in  need  of  a  domestic 
pick-me-up  and  a  visit  to  Bath 
is  no  placebo. 

The  wannabes  of  the  second 


Robinson:  whole-hearted 


division  take  their  affluence 
and  their  ambition  to  first 
division  opposition.  Bedford 
will  fancy  their  prospects  of 
beating  Orrell  even  more  if 
Junior  Paramore,  their  West¬ 
ern  Samoa  international,  is 
match-fit,  while  Newcastle 
play.  West  Hartlepool  tomor¬ 
row  (one  of  two  Sunday 
matches,  along  with  Bristol  v 
Blackheath)  in  a  march 
fraught  with  less-than- 
neighbourly  overtones. 

Richmond,  the  second  divi¬ 
sion  leaders,  play  Sale  in  as 
demanding  a  test  of  their 


quality  as  they  have  yet  had. 
“If  Sale  can  frighten  the  top 
two  in  the  first  division,  we 
must  be  starting  as  outsiders.” 
Ben  Clarke,  the  Richmond 
captain,  said.  “We  still  don't 
know  bow  good  we  are  m  top¬ 
flight  terms.  We  will  find  out, 
but  this  is  the  sort  of  game  we 
need  to  win  if  we  want  to  be 
promoted  and  go  up  with  real 
confidence." 

Leicester  and  Harlequins, 
traditional  cup  exponents, 
have  taken  the  opportunity  to 
rest  some  of  their  internation¬ 
als.  Graham  Rowntree  and 
Martin  Johnson  are  missing 
from  the  pack  which  plays 
Newbury,  though  Rory  Un¬ 
derwood  starts  his  first  genu¬ 
inely  competitive  game  since 
October.  Harlequins  rest  Will 
Carling  and  Jason  Leonard 
against  Cheltenham,  but  give 
Robbie  Paul  his  first  outing  at 
stand-off  half. 

There  will  be  a  warm  wel¬ 
come  at  Lightfoot  Green  for 
Paul  Grayson,  warmer  still 
after  his  omission  from  the 
England  team  this  season. 
Grayson  plays  stand-off  for 
Northampton  against  Preston 
Grasshoppers,  toe  dub  famed 
for  'producing  Wade  Dooley 
but  also  for  converting  Gray¬ 
son  from  a  footballer  of  poten¬ 
tial  to  an  international  rugby 
player. 

He  played  half  a  season  as  a 
colt  before  the  eye  of  toe  first 
XV  coach  alighted  on  him:  two 
seasons  with  the  seniors  fol¬ 
lowed  before  Grayson  moved 
on  to  Waterloo  and  thence  to 
Northampton.  Richard,  his 
brother,  still  plays  in  Preston’S 
lower  teams,  while  his  oppo¬ 
nent  today  will  be  Steve  Kerry, 
captain  of  toe  Grasshoppers 
after  a  peripatetic  rugby 
league  career  with  Salford. 
Oldham  and  Huddersfield. 
Since  Kerry  is  also  Preston's 
record  points-scorer,  Grayson 
may  feel  that  he  has  a  point  to 
make  himself. 


David  Hands  reports 
on  the  testing  cup-tie 
facing  the  underdogs 
who  have  conquered 
illness  and  all-comers 


Six  hours  before  kick-off 
and  toe  team  manager 
is  still  worrying  about 
the  composition  of  toe  XV 
that  must  take  on  toe  league 
leaders  in  toe  country's  pre¬ 
mier  knockout  competition. 
Not  only  that  there  is  a  small 
matter  of  three  leagues  be¬ 
tween  them  and  for  the  past 
fortnight  the  forwards  have 

been  racked  by  illness. 

That  is  Newbury’s  situa¬ 
tion  this  morning,  before 
their  PQJdngton  Cup  fifth 
round  meeting  with  Leicester 
at  We  I  ford  Road.  It  has  been 
an  extraordinary  month  for 
Newbury,  yet  they  go  into  the 
Tigers’  den  with  a  brio  born 
of  an  unbeaten  season  —  save 
for  their  gala  match  with  the 
Western  Samoans  —  and  the 
confidence  to  show  that  good 
rugby  can  be  played  outside 
the  first  division. 

“At  the  moment  they  are 
firmly  of  toe  belief  they  can 
win  it,"  Terry  Burwell.  the 
Newbury  director  of  rugby- 
said  of  his  players;  Welt 
those  able  to  play  after  the 
bacterial  skin  disease  that 
affected  nine  forwards  and 
forced  the  postponement  of 
the  fourth-round  tie  with 
Lydney  until  last  Tuesday. 
Julian  B rammer  and  Andy 
News  ham,  hooker  and  lock 
respectively,  still  await  the 
alLdear. 

“Confidence  in  sport  is 
everything  and  we  have  not 
learnt  to  lose  much  this 
season."  Burwell  said  It  was 
not  a  quality  of  which  he  was 
short  as  a  centre  or  wing  with 
Leicester  during  the  1970s. 
Burwell  played  for  Leicester 
in  their  first  cup-winning 
side,  in  1979.  and  his  last 
match  was  a  cup  semi-final 
against  London  Scottish  four 
years  later,  so  he  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  fervent 
cup  atmosphere  that  Welford 
Road  can  generate. 

Newbury’s  ambition  has 
been  fuelled  by  cash  from  the 
sale  of  their  ground  by 
sponsorship  from  Vodafone 


and  shrewd  direction.  They 
have  recruited  but  then- 
growing  reputation  has 
helped-  so.  a  player  such  as 
John  McCartney,  the  lock,  is 
moved  by  his  firm  from 
Ballymena  to  Berkshire  and 
instantly  finds  himself  at 
home. 

A  strong  core  of  servicemen 
has  taken  root  among  them 
B  rammer,  the  Royal  Engi¬ 
neers  officer  who  has  cap¬ 
tained  toe  dub  for  three 
seasons  and  is  one  of  44 


contracted  players.  27  of 
whom  are  on  retained  con¬ 
tracts.  with  first-teamers 
earning  appearance  money 
and  a  win  bonus  (which  is 
tripled  for  every  cup  win  after 
the  first  round). 

They  could  have  been  ex¬ 
cused  defeat  last  Tuesday: 
half  the  pack  were  on  antibi¬ 
otics,  but  their  defence  held 
up  and  tog'  clinched  the 
game  with  two  late  tries 
through  Tom  Holloway,  the 
speedy  wing.  How  draining 


that  match  may  prove  will  be 
seen  today,  not  only  for  the 
forwards  but  also  for  Nick 
Grecian,  the  former  London 
Scottish  full  back  who  has 
been  suffering  from  a  differ¬ 
ent  viral  infection. 

“The  town  is  beginning  Co 
realise  we  have  a  sports  dub 
worth  supporting,"  Burwell 
said.  “A  game  against 
Leicester  helps  the  media 
image  so  much,  but  we  are 
top  of  our  league  [fourth 
division  smith]  and  we  have 


beaten  two  dubs  from  toe 
league  above  us  in  the  cup, 
which  bodes  well  for  toe 
future. 

“Ill  tell  the  players  to  go 
out  and  enjoy  it.  but  they 
must  also  take  something 
collectively  and  individually 
from  playing  Leicester  —  it 
may  be  just  a  sustained  piece 
of  pressure,  a  qualify  piece  of 
play,  even  a  result  They  need 
to  ensure  the  game  doesn’t 
pass  them  by.  that  they  play 
to  their  potential’* 


RFU  makes  seasonal  gesture 

By  David  Hands 


THE  Rugby  Football  Union 
(RFU)  displayed  some  festive 
spirit  yesterday  when  it  dis¬ 
tributed  almost  El  million  to 
toe  dubs  with  which  it  has 
been  in  such  prolonged  and 
acrimonious  dispute. 

Each  of  the  24  clubs  from 
toe  Courage  Clubs  Champion¬ 
ship  first  and  second  divisions 
will  receive  £40,000  —  a  total 
bill  of  £960.000.  The  RFU  said 
that  it  had  taken  the  step  “to 
help  to  alleviate  any  short¬ 
term  financial  pressures". 
Some  of  those  dubs  that 
have  not  attracted  backing 
from  weal  toy  individuals 
have  been  struggling  to  meet 
their  hugely  increased  wage¬ 
bills. 


Though  the  end  may  be  in 
sight  to  the  pay  dispute  be¬ 
tween  the  Welsh  Society  of 
Rugby  Union  Referees 
(WSRUR)  and  toe  Welsh  Rug¬ 
by  Union  (WRU).  it  will  cone 
too  late  to  save  toe  league 
programme  today.  Only  six 
Swalec  Cup  games  will  go 
ahead,  as  well  as  a  dutch  of 
matches  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Welsh  League. 

There  is  hope  that  the 
December  28  league  pro¬ 
gramme  will  be  preserved. 
“The  only  sticking  point  is  on 
the  issue  of  referees’  contracts, 
but  hopefully  we  can  negotiate 
around  that."  Hugh  Banfield, 
the  WSRUR  secretary,  said 
after  a  meeting  with  union 


officials  on  Thursday  night. 
"Now  it’s  a  case  of  ringing 
round  the  nine  districts ,  ana 
by  Monday  we  should  have  a 
concensus  and  we  can  move 
forward  from  there." 

The  WRU  is  understood  to 
have  conceded  toe  referees' 
request  that  thdr  pay  should 
be  backdated  to  the  start  of  toe 
season,  rather  than  the  start  of 
this  month,  and  that  a  sliding 
scale  of  payments  should  be 
made  across  the  top  five 
divisions. 

□  Dale  McIntosh,  the  Ponty¬ 
pridd  and  Wales  flanker,  is 
not  expected  to  play  for  eight 
weeks  after  suffering  a  frac¬ 
tured  jaw  in  a  clash  of  heads 
during  training. 


UTTOXETER 


THUNDERER 

12.25  Stormy  Passage.  12.55  Sailor  Jim.  1.30 
Menshaar.  2.05  Art  Prince.  2.35  ftffim-LouAnd.  3.05 
Who  Is  Equiname.  3.35  Chenymore. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (GOOD  IN  PLACES)  SIS 


12.25  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  PAST  PUPILS 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2.631 :  2m)  (16  runners) 

•  fJEiraflujifDBrj.Gjrir-awi-Dwn^ii-s  Dwatsti 
2  -313  PBUSSIA  43  (F)  W  D*  5-11-5  _  .  DSaferiief 

a  -253  SAUAIOD36m/|Uo-.lSfl»ajl4-n.S  _  ...  0PKK 

i  Ml  S10HMY  PflSSA&f  IB  /S|  P  HotSi  6-11-5 _ GTOOBBT 

S  BAILYHANTER  637T  M  rtarnroO  MB-12  UrCBomerfll 
E  X  BflHMY  HU  LAD  631  C  fctalKX  6-10-7?  _  .  JRUnmgft 

?  £B52  CADDY'S  fiiCT  t2  S  Mete  4-10-12  .  .  _ 

S  -PP6  GUTItWDGE  8  (Bl T  6-10-12  .  . .  I  Lawrence 

i  02D-  JOSHUA'S  VEKM  717R  Lw  5-10-12  .  PHsnfejfl) 

"3  3  UAnASE«SBn»«B»5-10-i:  ..  .  .  ft  Johnson 

!;  PI'  NJYAKA  563  (GJ  J  When .  .  W  Wanton 

p  aoa igu zi j maiMi a-10-12  .  ...  Mr r nwnon rat 
•’  PERCY BWnmWfTE  1 47F Ui; J ? mune 4-10-ir  KHMw1f7J 
«  04)  ftACB/G  7&£GRAPH33F  C  AJerf6-ilM2-  GHopnOI 

'5  00  ftOODUUSE  TFMUsgtte  5-10-12  - .  DByrns 

■f.  '3-2  VICTORIA  DAY  43  B  iWtSgnon  4-10-7  ..  T  Detente  (3) 

*-4  Oar/  0-2  WiSff  Rm.  6- 1  SximU.  9-1  Pruna.  10-1  VicJOM  Day, 

«•:  vxn 


1 2.55  CHRIS  TALBOT  39TH  BIRTHDAY 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3.664: 3m)  (7) 

1  2-23  U3mtjYLLM14tBn5&ra*uaii8-1J-0  Ui  R  Thornton  (5) 

i  a-f  vnwrs  your  story 31  (Bui  d  ifcamar  r-n-e  r  joh&on 

3  FP«  EftA£3  Or  UAR  37  (F.GS1  N  HwJeram  6-11-5  .  J  R  Kjimgh 
l  f-23  CELiBIOWJ  11  fUlSffJi  Si  03w*s!  Ml.J  J  A  UcCttft 
5  -in  SAJURJU  ?1  (C.F.GS)  P  Data  9-11-2  ..  .  Wlteoon 

i  «1«-  UY  CHSi  MAN  234  ff.6S)  I  GeffQf  HM . DWM 

■  17  CAfiLKjflWD  LAKES  25  IS)  T  Hohot  d-lM  S  Panel 

5-1  mV  i  Yet  3’srf.  11-!  Lord  SfUenc  7-1  Cdhe  low.  3-1  Boo  Of  Uv. 
>Jc*  ..ia  iCi  l  My  Urf  6!xi.  20-1  Ciriurjlanl  L*n- 


1 .30  MANKY  BERNSTEIN  BOOKMAKERS 
NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.474: 3m  110yd)  (13) 

■  ,73-  miYMsmashteae-ii-io . tb* 

2  3216  MEO  BUMS  8  AIM)  A  Lee  6-11 -S .  R  Johnson 

3  -534  COOLE  HU.  21(G)  D  tehsfcw  S-M-7. ..  Hr  R  Thornton  (5} 

i  40-4  PELL00  38  7 ’itrt'p  Mi-3  ..  TJeto 

j  -561  UENSHWW  10  (D.GU  lunjs  4-n j _  ft  Sate* 

6  0W&  BOG  ftfl)  5  miJLnrwfci  4-11-1 . 3Pwfl 

7  .OT  J&5V6T0WN  (Gj  J  J  G  Nall  9-10-12 .  - 

Bf-5  QUtTEAUW  lgff^sgwtehawa-iB-ll..  T  Mw&TXf  (7) 

3  -445  HDT5PUR  STftEET  74  (B)  M  WEasarty  4-UH_  WMarono 

10  IU&-  BAUYDOUGAM  228  IV)  ft  UaEm  8-1D-J  .  R  BeBmy 

11  -CSS  BLCTiT.YDOD  MELODY 15  P  DOUn  4-10 -fl  ....  J  SURfc 

12  .443  HVEKBAMK ROSE 33 WC&jS-lW)  ..  ..  .  G Tanner 

13  040  KWEOT1S  ft  Ditfm  7-10-0  .  .  .  0  Gafeglar 

S2  Llcrcsz  4-i  MitfTT  56 te  6-1  Code  HI.  3-1  TUty  ;0-t  Rherbadi  tee, 

ft*.  14-1  otter. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRnffERS.  0  Stenoad  17  iriurc  hm  57  nmwi.  29.8%.  C 
fcofc,  5  tom  17.  294%  0  Mdslsoo.  21  hm  73,  26J5%.  N 
Henderson  7  ten  27,  Z5.3V  1 J  tTTfeiH.  1  bom  28. 250% 
JOCKEYS:  D  ItaKi.  4  mr.  ten  12  rales.  333Y  G  Twmn.  9 
ten 41  7ZCTV  J  AMcSsftv  5ten27. 105%.  Dtafaghw.  9 from 
52  155V  D  B)Cis.  3  ten  20.  T5  Ot.  R  Joftltan.  9  ten  64. 14 1% 


2.05  HEATHYARDS  ENGINEERING  NOVICES 
HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3,087. 2m  50  (10) 

1  3211  ART  PWKE  7  (FICBrocte  6-12-0  .  M  Bery  (7) 

2  2-6F  PEARL  EPEE  11  0  (ddatfsor  7-11-4 -  .  R  Johnson 

3  -PH?  SPEARHEAD  AGAIN  28  (V]  K  SmJuwas  7-11-3  ft  Masse*  (3| 

4  44-0  ROMANS  GLEN  14  ff)  M  Wflttccn  9-10-5  _  TJO^Ufton 

5  54-0  WALLS  COURT  1 1  J  BaWO  9-10-4  .  .  _..  .  L  O’Hara 

€  -P2P  FLAMNG  MRACLE  17  (BJS)  0  BamsB  6-10-0  .  .  G  Tommy 

7  200-  BARONCSJJ  296  U  nUorsoi  E-10-fl— .  I  Lanence 

B  Otw  MYSTIC  COURT  24  A  Tumell  5-1C-0  ..  . .  - 

9  2U  PLASSY  BOY  11  If  Bute  7-10-0 .  R  Sap* 

10  0-6P  HEATHYARDS  BOY  22  JB.G.S)  D  McCain  6-10-0  ..  .  D  Kfcfl* 
4-EA1  Pnnce.  7-i  Peal  Epee  B-t  SoeartKad  Waite  Coal.  10-1  Samara 
14-1  Renan  Gian,  rlsang  Mrade.  20-1  BPrr: 


2.35  HOUGHTON  VAUGHAN  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£5.070: 2m  4f  110yd)  (8) 

:  206-  EXPRESS  GIFT  42T  IS.5)  Un  M  Had ti  MI-ID  tt  Srafli 

2  GO  OR  LEIHT  42  (G)  P  Haas  5-11-5.  .  _  GTmney 

3  11-4  OUTSET  21  (D.G.S)  Utfaimd  6-10- 1*-  Mr  C  Bonner  f3} 

4  OO  EACHY  HEAD  21  (DjG5l  J  J  fTTiell  9-1M  -  -  - 

5  -242  MM-LOU-AND  36  ff.G)  MiU  H  UnnjM  4-10-0.  RJoteWI 
9  6-22  HOI  GRADE  31  (DC5i  MmSYffinn  8-10-11..  .  B  Port 

7  (HE  AMMETIC  35  (D.S)  lira  J  Pitman  6-10-0 .  .  WHjrsaon 

8  4313  BM1YBOY21  (Wf.Gj  T  Eaflatn  4-1M..  .  JCaBaghan 
5-2  Et&tr.  M  7-2  Dr  LM4  4-1  Ouete.  9-2  Iflm-lcu-AinJ.  7-1  te&y  Boy.  10-1 
MMS  72- 1  sea, 


3.05  WELLMAN  PLC  NOVICES  CHASE 

(E3.599-  2m)  (5) 

1  20-3  GAROL021  ISICBiocte 6-17-0  .  .  DGabdnr 

2  m-  GLBawviS  252P  ?  PMcnara 9-H-O  DrPPreatenl 

3  0T-P  ROBHSPBIlf  15(6.5) CPDBian 6-11-0  TDason«el3) 

4  -1S>  ROUE  37  (BffiJDNKaascn  6-11-0  .  _  R  Johnson 

5  1-6-  WHO  IS  EGUNMe404  (Sin  HWeren  6-il-fl  J  ft  Kanatfi 

64  3d fc.  2-T  4-1  Who  Is  Eqaanie.  6-T  Rnftras  Pnde  T4-I  Gtanmars 


3.35  WEATHERBYS  STARS  OF  TOMORROW 
OPEN  NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1.474: 2m)  (16) 

1  BEHOT-DWOW  Miss  HkracM  4-1 M  .  l*AWinfe<7) 

2  BLOWING  ROCK  R  OlcJurt  4-11-4 . .  .  0  Grfagher 

1  CHERRYM0RE  Mn  J  Ptman  5-11-4  G  Hagan  (3) 

4  4  aCHABCSBWft  71  R  tfeaftara  4.M.4  DBRne 

5  oars  PRECIOUS  T*ai  5-1 U.  .  RMasseym 

6  tii  GO  RJRTK  DOCTOR  647  BMcMdicn  6-1 1-4  T  Etasconitie  W) 

1  JUSTJM!)  TtesDn-Danc  4-11-4 .  D«feh 

B  B  JUST1«JH14  JL  Hans  5-11-4  _  .  Ur R  Ttnttm  (51 

9  laSJHIAN  Mas  PWeffle  6-11-4  . . KhtortlH 

10  70  MONTAGUE  7  DwneUi  4-11-4.  - . TBev 

IT  PARK 00 CPodam 4-11-4.  _ _ TOCeitnorin 

12  3  POT BLAtX UK 42 P Hohbs 5-11-4 . GTonney 

IS  THE  BUG  JLeWi  6-11-4 . - 

«  51  TOM TUGG 637 WMsWKfrCofes 6-11-4 .  RJateon 

15  MAY  ROSE  PHette  6-10-13 .  MrSDmekCT) 

16  THE MUCKLE (U& J CNdH 5-16-13- .  . .  - 

4-1  JcJpa.  5-1  C3aRm».  7-1  BeraM-eHOnt.  8-1  Marfloie.  E  Cos*  Sens. 
10-1  ms  Muffle  Qume.  «-i  Pa  Blaa  uC  16-1  oBw 


Lingfield’s  extra  fixture 

THERE  will  be  an  aU-weather  meeting  at 
Lingfield  on  Boxing  Day  to  ensure  there  is  no 
repeat  of  last  yearns  blank  day,  when  ail  ten 
turf  meetings  were  abandoned.  John  Sraee,  of 
toe  BHB’s  race  planning  department  said: 
“The  long-term  forecast  is  fairly  uncertain  but 
there’s  a  distinct  possibility  of  frosL” 


Scottish  provinces  begin 
journey  towards  Europe 


By  Mark  Souster 

SCOTLAND'S  provincial 
sides,  who  sank  without  trace 
when  first  resting  toe  Euro¬ 
pean -waters  in  toe  Heineken 
Cup  earlier  this  season,  begin 
the  campaign  for  qualification 
for  toe  1997-98  tournament 
tomorrow  with  toe  start  of  toe 
inter-district  championship. 

Ed  Lnburgh  meet  Glasgow  at 
Myreside  while  Caledonia 
welcome  toe  Scottish  Borders 
at  Kirkcaldy.  The  Scottish 
Exiles,  who  have  won  toe 
championship  for  the  past  two 
years,  can  no  longer  take  part, 
much  to  their  chagrin. 

The  European  tournament1, 
from  which  Scottish  districts 
eked  out  only  two  narrow 
wins,  was  a  painful  reminder 
of  toe  gulf  in  class,  domestical¬ 
ly  at  least,  between  Scotland 
and  toe  other  four  principle 
nations.  On  toe  positive  side, 
however,  it  whetted  players' 
appetites  for  toe  fray  and 
opened  their  eyes  to  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  performance  to  which 
they  must  aspire. 

There  is  still  a  long  way  to 
go.  though,  according  to  Ian 
Barnes,  toe  Edinburgh  coach, 
who  yesterday  dismissed  the 
standard  of  Scottish  rugby 
below-  international  level  as 
“appalling".  He  and  Scott 
Hastings,  the  Edinburgh  cap¬ 
tain.  have  attempted  to  instil  a 
sense  of  purpose  and  collective 
responsibility  to  a  side  Thai 
has  often  flattered  to  deceive. 


EDINBURGH:  D  Lm  (Wasomans):  H 
Gflmour  (Herat's  FP).  S  Hos&iqs 
(Watson em|,  M  Craig  (Cumel,  S  Reed 
(Boroughmtw)  D  Hodga  (Warsonians),  □ 
RlBmn  (Herat's  FPi;  R  I 
IBonajghmur).  G  BDs  (Cumej.  B 
[Edinburgh  Acadarracalsl.  B  Ward  iCurrtej, 
0  Buns  [BMOugnniJB).  A  LueWng  (Cumej. 
G  Dal  (Herat's  FP).  S  Raid  (Boraughnuri 

GLASGOW;  K  Logan  (Snrtng  County):  O 
Stark  (Metosaj.  A  Stdoch  (West  of 
Scotland!.  A  Garry  (Wateoniansl,  G  Mot- 
aUo  (Oasgovr  Acadsi:  C  MacGregor 
l Glasgow  Acadsi.  F  Stott  (West  d  Scot¬ 
land):  G  Mdlham  iGHK).  G  Buiocft  (West 
ot  ScoUancfl,  B  Robertson  t  " 

F  VftUtaca  iGHK).  S  Mmro 
Norval  [Sutra  County).  M  Wataca  (C 
D  McLeMi  (West  ol  ScaBrad) 


ON1A  REDS:  5  Bums  (Ednbugti 
S  Longstefl  (Dindee  H SFP).  P 
(Dundee  HSFP).  A  Carrutnare 


Caledonia  Reds  v  Scottish  Bordsre 
(at  Kjrteaidy) 

CALB3QN1A  RHJS:  5  Bums 
Acads):  S 
Roum  (D 
(Knkcakly).  J  Kerr  (Watsonians);  M 
McKenzie  (StHng  County).  P  Simpson 
(BSnfcwgh  Acads);  T  Smirn  (Wa&anens), 
K  McKanzis  (SBrtng  CaraM.  D  Herrington 
(KiritcaWy).  D  Mdvor  (Gterrothor.),  S 
Campbell  (Mebosel.  S  Grimes  (Wal- 
sonians).  G  Fkxhhert  (Soring  County),  M 
Waite  (Ecfinougti  Acads). . 


SCOTTISH  BORDERS  (Melrose  iriess 
staled) :  C  Tionbul  (Hawick] ;  M  Changleng 
(Gala).  A  Stanger  (Havndt),  S  McnoL  G 
Parker,  CChamors.  Bltedpadt  WMcUmy 
(Jed-ForesiJ.  S  Brotheranone.  S  Ferguson 
(PeeUes).  S  Bonnet  (Kate}).  S  ABkon.  C 
Hogg,  N  Broughton,  h  KMpaUck 
(Boraughrranr) 


“As  a  group,  we  have  been 
kidding  ourselves  in  the  past 
couple  of  years,"  Barnes  said. 
"In  toe  1980s  we  had  a  very 
strong  side,  which  included 
toe  Calders,  toe  Milnes  and 
toe  Hastings.  We  expect  to  be 
better  than  the  rest,  with  more 
dubs  and  more  players.  Our 
attitude  has  been  that  we  are 
better  than  these  guys  [on 
opposing  teams),  but  we  are 
not.  It  is  a  watershed  that  we 
have  realised  this." 

Without  question,  Edin¬ 
burgh's  performances  in  the 
Heineken  Cup  were  the  least 
impressive  of  Scotland's  par¬ 
ticipants.  Certain  individuals 
did  enhance  their  reputation, 
not  least  Andy  Lucking,  the 
Currie  lock  forward  who  qual¬ 
ifies  for  Scotland  next  year 
through  residency.  Edinburgh 


mil  need  Lucking  at  his  !>est 
against  a  combative  Glasgow 
pock  led  by  Graham  Bulloch. 

Kenny  Logan,  scorer  of  two 
tries  against  Italy  last  week  — 
one  after  switching  to  full  tack 
—  again  wears  the  No  15 
jersey.  Logan  is  one  of  three 
members  or  the  international 
squad  who  line  up  for  Glas¬ 
gow.  the  others  being  Derek 
Stark  and  Murray  Wallace. 

Rob  Wain wright,  who  has 
not  played  since  toe  tour  to 
New  Zealand,  has  again  been 
forced  to  delay  his  return  from 
injury  for  Caledonia,  but' 
Stewart  Campbell  is  back  in 
toe  team.  Nine  of  his  dub 
colleagues,  including  Craig 
Chalmers  and  Bryan  Repato, 
figure  in  the  Borders  sidew-ho 
start  as  favourites  to  win  toe 
championship  this  season. 


Stern  test  awaits 
Dungannon 

By  Karl  Johnston 


DUNGANNON'S  last  visit  to 
Garry owen’s  DooradoyLe 
home,  in  limerick,  was  back 
in  the  1993-94  season,  when 
they  lost  19-16.  Having  won 
bade.  Insurance  Corporation 
League  first  division  status 
this  season,  they  make  toe  trek 
south  again  today  for  a  match 
in  which  Garryowen  wiH  fan¬ 
cy  their  chances. 

The  form  of  both  is  identi¬ 
cal;  each  lost  their  opening 
league  matches,  then  bounced 
bade  with  satisfactory  wins 
last  Saturday.  Dungannon  are 
three  places  above  Garryowen 
in  the  first  division  table,  but 
only  on  scoring  difference,  and 
Ganyo wen’s  hopes  should  be 
enhanced  by  the  return  after 
injury  of  two  key  players  — 
Killian  Keane  at  stand-off  half 
and  Paul  Hogan,  the  captain. 

Steve  Mclvor,  the  Ireland 
scrum  half,  is  out,  suspended 
after  an  alleged  fracas  during 
a  Munster  Development 
League  game  between  Garry- 
□wen  and  Young  Munster  — 
at  which  he  .was  merely  a 
spectator.  He  is  replaced  by 
Colin  Ford. 

Keane’s  recovery  from  an 
ankle  injury  is  timely,  for  he 
has  enjoyed  a  fine  season  with 
Munster.  Dominic  Crony, 
who.  like  Mclvor.  made  ms 
Ireland  debut  against  Austra¬ 
lia  will  be  another  influential 
figure,  and  the  return  of 
Hogan,  the  former  interna¬ 
tional.  to  the  back  row  will 


strengthen  a  pack  that 
struggled. 

Dungannon  have  been  hit 
by  the  loss  of  Jeremy  David¬ 
son,  to  London  Irish,  and 
Piaddy  Johns,  who  joined  Sar¬ 
acens  in  company  with  Rich¬ 
ard  Wallace,  of  Garryowen, 
but  Keith  Walker  and  Charlie 
Simpson  have  been  doing  well 
in  the  second  row,  particularly 
in  the  3fr6  demolition  of 
Ballymena  last  Saturday. - 

Dungannon’s  Achilles’  heel, 
though,  could  be  a  limited 
back  line,  which  has  little  to 
offer  apart  from  Stephen  Bell, 
the  Ulster  scrum  half. 
Dungannon  always  show 
commendable  spirit  but  rath¬ 
er  more  will  be  needed  if  they 
axe  to  overcome  Garryowen. 

Blackrock  College  —  one  of 
four  undefeated  first  division 
dubs  —  have  dropped  Shane 
Byrne,  their  unfit  Ireland  A 
hooker,  for  their  away  match 
against  Old  Belvedere.  The 
hapless  B|yme  played  his 
first  match  after  a  shoulder 
injury  lay-off  last  Saturday,  in 
toe  narrow  defeai  of  Old 
Wesley. 

St  Mary's  College,  who  have 
a  dismal  league  record  against 
Limerick  dubs,  face  Shannon, 
the  champions,  at  TempleviUe 
Road  today,  but  Lansdowne, 
who  head  the  first  division 
table  on  scoring  differential, 
should  have  little  trouble  in 
their  home  match  against 
Instonians. 


TENNIS 


MOTOR  RACING 


Becker  to  move  after 
threats  to  his  family 


BORIS  BECKER  wants  to 
quit  his  native  Germany  after 
kidnap  threats  against  his 
three-year-old  son,  Noah,  and 
racial  abuse  against  his  wife. 
Barbara.  In  an  interview  to  be 
broadcast  tomorrow  by  Sat-1 
television.  Becker.  29.  ex¬ 
plained  that  his  wife  and  son 
were  under  protective  24-hour 
police  surveillance  at  his  Mu¬ 
nich  home. 

“My  son  will  not  go  to 
school]  in  Germany,"  Becker 
said  as  he  denounced  the 
racism  to  which  his  wife,  who 
is  black,  has  been  subjected. 
“My  wife  has  had  to  put  up 
with  things  which  I  just  didn't 
think  were  possible  in  this 
day  and  age.  Sometimes 
people  won’t  even  give  her  the 
key  to  our  hotel  room  because 


they  don’t  believe  her  when 
she  says  she  is  my  wife" 

Becker,  the  former  Wimble¬ 
don  champion  and  world 
No  1,  said  that  he  would  not 
tolerate  such  discrimination 
and  would  probably  move  to 
the  United  States,  “where  I 
am  less  well-known" 

□  German  tax  investigators 
raided  Becker’s  home  and 
took  away  several  files,  a 
newspaper  said  yesterday. 
The  Bavarian  finance  minis¬ 
try  said  that  it  could  neither 
confirm  nor  deny  the  report  in 
the  mass-circulation  Bild. 

The  documents,  seized  on 
Thursday,  concerned  the  per¬ 
iod  between  1990  and  1993 
when  Becker  was  living  in 
Monaco  to  avoid  high  Ger¬ 
man  taxes. 


Mansell  ponders  part-time  drive 


DESPITE  the  announce¬ 
ments.  the  shared  statements 
and  the  overriding  sense  of 
anticlimax  that  descended  on 
Formula  One  last  week,  Nigel 
Mansell  could  yet  make  a 
dramatic  grand  prix  return 
with  Jordan  next  season,  it 
emerged  yesterday. 

Mansell,  who  tested  a  Jor- 
dan-P&ugeot  for  two  days  in 
Barcelona  earlier  this  month, 
punctured  speculation  that  he 
was  about  to  return  to  the 
sport  this  week  by  saying  that 
his  schedule  would  not  permit 
him  to  devote  the  rime  to  a 
hectic  17-race  season.  How¬ 
ever.  it  is  now  thought  that 
Mansell,  who  is  spending 
Christmas  and  new  year 
abroad  with  his  family  but  has 
consistently  ruled  out  retire¬ 
ment,  will  discuss  a  limited 


By  Oliver  Holt 

test  programme  with  Jordan 
next  month,  with  toe  possibili¬ 
ty  of  a  full  race  return  later  in 
the  season. 

That  prospect  would  be 
enhanced  if  Jordan  succeed  in 
signing  Gian  carlo  Fisichella, 
from  Italy,  next  week.  Fisi- 
cfrdla  impressed  the  team 
during  a  two-day  test  at  Jerez, 
in  Spain,  this  week  and,  if 
Jordan  succeed  in  persuading' 
Flavio  Briatoreand  Gtancario 
Minardi,  who  control  his  con¬ 
tract.  to  release  him,  he  is 
likely  to  get  the  job  of  second 
driver  ar  Jordan  ahead  of  the 
Martin  Brundle,  the  English, 
man. 

The  signing  of  Fisichella 
would,  in  turn,  allow  Mansell 
rime  to  reaquaint  himself  with 
the  Formula  One  car  during 
tests  with  Jordan  in  the.  first 


half  of  the  season  before  a 
possible  return  late  in  the 
year,  when  Fisichella,  regard¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  most  promis¬ 
ing  of  young  drivers,  might  be 
asked  to  stand  down. 

Mansefl.  who  has  been  out 
of  the  sport  for  18  months, 
impressed  with  his  lap  times 
in  Barcelona,  where  he  came 
dose  to  equalling  the  mark  set 
by  Ralf  Schumacher,  Jordan's 
other  driver,  but  one  of  the 
reasons  for  his  rejection  of  the 
chance  to- return  immediately 
was  that  he  felt  that  he  needed 
more  time  to  reaquaint  him¬ 
self  with  a  Fbrmula  One  car. 

By  midway  through  next 
season  it  will  also  bC  dear  just 
bow  good  the  new  Jordan- 
feugeot  is  and  whether  the 
high  hopes  that  Mansell  ex¬ 
pressed  for  h  were  justified. 
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,  choose  the  highlights  from  golfs  rich  history 


25  GREAT 


are  part  of 


What  are  the  best  mo¬ 
ments  from  golf's 
history?  Not  just  the. 
most  recent,  nor  only  those  in 
professional  golf  with  which 
we  seem  to  be  besotted  at 
present,  but  the  best  moments 
anywhere,  by  anyone,  at  any 
time?  It  is  a  question,  erf 
enormous  complexity  consid¬ 
ering  thar  golf  has  been 
enjoyed  for  centuries  and  is 
nerw  played  on  every  conti¬ 
nent  by  men  and  women, 
amateurs  and  professionals. 

As  the  The  Times  golf 
correspondent,  1-  have  wen 
asked  to  sit  on  a  committee  to 
compile  a  list  of  the  K  greatest 
moments  in  golf,  and  I  would 
like  to  recruit  readers  to  ray  . 
cause.  The  word  “moment" 
could  mean  a  specific,  inci¬ 
dent,  such  as  Gene  Sarazen’s 
albatross  on  the  15th  at  Au¬ 
gusta  National  golf  dub  in 
1935,  or  it  could  mean  the  - 
summer  of  1930,  when  Bobby 
Jones,  the  amateur,  won  the 
Amateur  and  Open. champi¬ 
onships  of  both  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

-The  idea  has  come  from  the  . 
United  Stales  and  Tom  Wat¬ 
son  is  involved,  .which  is 
■  appropriate,  -since  he  figures 
in  some  of .  them.  The  25 
greatest,  moments,  ‘will  be  . 
announced  next  month. 

One  of  the  difficulties  is  that 
the  memory  tends  to  replay 
the  more  recent  events  —  and 
there  have  been  enough  in  the 
past  20  years  to  last  a  lifetime. 

In  June  1969.  before  Tony 
J  addin  won  the  Open  aid 
began  the  revival  of  golf  in 
Europe,  would  anybody  have 
foreseen  that  Severiano 
Ballesteros  would  emerge  m 
thrill  tiie  world  with  his 
attacking. play,  his  brooding 
charisma  or  that  his  success 
would  spark  an  upsurge 
among  mainland  continental 
European  countries  such  as 
Spain.  Sweden  and  Ger¬ 
many? 

In  those  dim,  pre-  . 
decimalisation  days,  nearly  ■ 
30  years  ago.  would  it  have' 
seemed  possible  that  Europe- 


John  Hopkins  enlists  the  help 
of  readers  in  selecting  the  . 
game’s  most  precious  memories 


ans  would  take  such  a  firm 
grip  of  tiie  Masters  or  that  the 
Ryder  Cup  would  go  from  a 
one-sided  competition  m  a 
biennial  event  of  such  impor¬ 
tance  that  rt  ranks  as  one  of 
tiie  sporting  occasions  of  that 
year,  not  one  of  golfs  occa¬ 
sions?  In  1969  it  was  incon¬ 
ceivable  that,  in  June  1996,  the 
Ryder,  Walker  and  Curtis 
cups  would  all  reside  .on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  for 
only  tiie  second  time  this 
century. 

Europe's  victory  in  tiie  1995 
Ryder  Cup;  Nick  Faldo  win¬ 
ning  the  Masters  right 1 
months  ago;  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland’s  defeat  of  the 
United  Stales  in  the*  Walker 
Cup  at  Royal  Poribcawl  last 
September;  Ballesteros's  ex¬ 
citing  victory  at  St  Andrews  in  . 


Daly%  US  FGA  victory 
is  worthtyof  inclusion 


the  1984  Open;  the  thrilling 
drama-  that  unfolded  over  the 
closing  holes  of  the  1991  Ryder 
Cup  at  Kiawah  Island.  There 
are  so  many  moments  such  as 
these;  and  yet  tiie  choice  may 
come  from  any  period  in  golf 
—  not  just  this  past  quarter  of 
a  century. 

The  greatest  single  shot  that 
I  have  seen  was  Ballesteroses 
three-wood  from  a  bunker  in 
tiie  1983  Ryder  Cup,  but.  with' 
a  couple  of  honourable  excep¬ 
tions,  shots  perse  rarely  carry 
enough  weight  to  make  my 
list  Sad  as  it  seems,  therefore, 
I  am  not  including  Sandy 
Lyle's  monumental  seven- 
ircavon  tiie  72nd  hole  of  the 
1968  Masters,  a  shot  from  a 
bunker  that  set  up  Ins  victory. 
Christy  O’Gbnnor's  two-iron 
at  The.  Belfry  in  the  1989 
Ryder  Cup,  Watson*  wonder¬ 
fully-flighted  iron  through  the 
afternoon  sun  to  win  the  1983 
.  Open,  his  fifth,  or  Costantino 
Rocca’s  enormous  putt  on  the 
rumpled  eiderdown  of  tiie 
18th  green  and  its  surrounds 
at  St  Andrews  in  the  Open  last 
year. 

Some  moments  are  so  out¬ 
standing  as  to  be  indubitable. 
Jones,  the  amateur,  in  1930  is 
not  just  one  moment  but  may 
yet  be  named  the  moment  in 
all' golf.  Ben  Hogan  winning 
three  major  championships  in 
1953  is  another  and  a  third 
was  Jack  Nicklaus  conceding 
a  short  putt  to  Jacklin  to  tie 
the  1969  Ryder  Cup. 

.  Yet  there  might  not  have 
been  professional  golf  as  it  is 
known  today  if  there  had  not 
been  an  Open  Championship 
in  1860.  That  was  a  significant 
moment  if  ever  there  was 
one.  So  was  tiie  day  when 
Francis  Onimet  an  American 
amateur,  beat  Harry  Vardan 
and  Ted  Ray,  the -two  domi¬ 
nant  professionals  of  the  time. 
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Q  1338  James  A  of  Scotland  issues  the  famous  decree  that  footbaB  and  goff  be  utterly  cried  down  and  not  used. 

Q  1567  Two  weeks  after  the  assassination  of  LcrtDamtay,  her  husband,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  was  out  playing 
golf  once  again. 

Q  I860  The  start  of  competitive  goff  wfih  tiie  staging  of  the  first  Open  Championship,  at  Prestwick, 

A  1670  Young  Tom  Morris’s  performance  in  covering  the  first 12  holes  ki  47  strokes,  including  an  eagle  three  at 
the  578-yard  1st,  of  the  Open  ait  Prestwick,  which  he  won  by  12  strokes,  averaging  74.5  for  the  two  rounds. 

Q  1899  Freddie  Tart’s  shot  out  of  a  bunker  flooded  to  ankle  depth  on  the  35tii  hole  of  the  Amateur  final  against 
John  BaB  at  Prestwick. 

Q  1913  Frarids  Otimet  beating  HanyVardon  and  Ted  Ray  in  a  play-off  for  the  US  Open. 

A  1920  Joyce  Wethened  not  being  distracted  by  a  passing  train  as  she  putted  on  the  17th  hole  of  the  English 
Amateur  at  Sberingham.  What  tram?"  she  said. 

©  1921  Roger  Wethered,  the  amateur  and  brother  of  Joyce,  initially  declining  to  compete  in  a  play-off  for  the 
Open  at  St  Andrews  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  to  compete  in  a  village  crickk  match  the  next  day. 

O  1926  Bobby  Jones's  mashie  shot  from  sandy  waste  on  to  the  green  of  the  71  st  hole  of  the 
Open  at  Royal  Lytham. 

0  1930  Bobby  Jones  winning  the  Open  and  Amateur  Championships  of  tiie  US  and  Britain,  what  was  known 
then  as  the  Impregnable  QuadrflataraL 

0  1935  Gene  Semen's  albatross  two  cm  the  15th  hole  of  the  fourth  round  of  the  tournament  that  became 
w  known  as  the  Masters. 

©  1945  Byron  Nelson’s  11  consecutive  victories  and  18  in  a&. 

©  1950  Ben  Hogan  winning  the  US  Open  16  months  after  a  severe  car  crash. 

©  1953  Ben  Hogan  winning  three  of  the  game’s  four  major  championships. 

©  1954  Baba  Zaharias  coming  back  after  cancer  to  win  the  US  Women’s  Open. 

©  I960  Arnold  Palmer  winning  the  US  Open  with  a  last  round  of  65. 

©  1969  Tony  Jackfin  winning  the  Open,  beg  inning  the  revival  of  European  golf 

©  1969  Jack  hfiddaus  conceding  a  short  putt  to  Tony  Jaddin  to  tie  the  Ryder  Cup 

0  1975  Jack  Nickiaus's ‘45-foot  putt  on  the  70th  hole  of  the  Mastars. 

^  1977  Tom  Watson  beating  Jack  Nicklaus  in  the  Open  at  Tumberry. 

©  1979  Golfers  from  mainland  Europe  competing  m  the  Ryder  Cup,  thus  hewing  to  spread 
the  game  throughout  the  Continent  and  marking  the  rise  in  standards 
•  of  Europe  in  The 

biennial  competition. 

^  1982  Tom  Watson  chipping 
in  on  the  71st  hole 
of  the  US  Open. 

,0  1987  Europe's  victory 
w  -  .  In  the  Ryder  Cup, 
their  first  in  the  US. 

0  1987  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland’s  victory  in 
.  .  -  Walker  Cup  and  first 

the  US.  . 

1989  John  Daly,  ninth 
w  alternate,  wins  the  US 
-  ' .  PGA  championship. 


to  win  the  1913  US  Open.  That 
launched  the  game  in  the 
United  States,  just  as  Jaddin’S 
victory  at  Royal  Lytham  in  the 
1969  Open  provided  tiie  impe¬ 
tus  for  the  game  to  spread  tike 
wildfire  throughout  Britain. 


Babe  Zaharias  coming  back 
to  win  the  US  Women's  Open 
after  cancer  in  1954  has  to  be 
included,  as  does  Hogan  win¬ 
ning  the  US  Open  16  months 
after  a  severe  car  crash,  but  I 
have  excluded  three  other 


sentimental  moments — Nick- 
lausls  victory  in  the  1986 
Masters.  Crenshaw's  in  1995 
and  Faldo’s  in  1996.  Am  I 
right  or  wrong? 

My  25  greatest  moments  in 
golf  are  given  alongside.  Send 


yours  to  Golfs  Greatest  Mo¬ 
ments,  Sports  Department, 
The  Times,  1  Pennington 
Street,  London,  El  9XN.  I  will 
give  a  bottle  of  champagne  to 
tiie  reader  who  helps  me 
most 


— I  SKIING 


Alphand 
strikes 
blow  for 
France 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

LUC  ALPHAND  sped  to  vic¬ 
tory  in  tiie  men's  World  Cup 
downhill  yesterday,  becoming 
the  first  Frenchman  to  tri- 
umph  in  the  Val  Gardena 
World  Cup  downhill  classic  in 
Italy  as  the  mighty  Austrian 
ski  machine  ground  10  an 
abrupt  hall. 

.Alphand.  who  has  won  ihc 
downhill  World  Cup  for  the 
past  two  years,  docked  I  min 
53.i0sec  to  win  the  weather- 
delayed  event,  ahead  of  Atle 
Skaardal,  of  Norway  it  min 
53.25scfC),  and  Kristian 
Ghedina.  of  Italy  {Imin 
53-30secJ. 

Pietro  Vitalini.  Ghedina’s 
com  patriot,  was  fourth  in 
Imin  53. 34 sec  and  Adrien 
Duvillard,  another  French¬ 
man.  (Imin  53.4S  sec),  complet¬ 
ed  the  top  five. 

The  day  was  a  big  iet-down 
for  the  Austrians,  who  have 
dominated  the  World  Cup  this 
season.  After  filling  the  top 
four  places  in  the  opening 
downhill,  at  Val  d'Isere  on 
Sunday,  the)-  had  to  settle  for 
seventh  to  ninth  with  Werner 
Franz  clocking  Imin  53.8Ssec. 
Fritz  Srrobl,  the  winner  on 
Sunday,  doing  Imin  53.93sec 
and  Hans  Knaus.  the  overall 
World  Cup  leader,  coming 
home  in  Imin  53.99sec. 

Patrick  Ortiieb.  who  won 
the  previous  two  races  on  the 
Sasiong  piste,  in  1993  and 
1995,  was  nowhere  near  a 
third  success.  He  was  seven¬ 
teenth,  nearly  two  seconds  off 
the  pace. 

The  race  was  stopped  half¬ 
way  through  after  Chad 
Fleischer,  of  the  United  States, 
crashed,  although  he  walked 
away  apparently  unhurt. 

The  race  was  held  despite 
falling  snow,  but  was  delayed 
for  75  minutes  and  the  course 
was  shortened  by  about  300 
metres  because  of  the 
conditions. 

Alberto  Tomba.  of  Italy,  will 
not  be  raring  in  the  World 
Cup  giant  slalom  at  Alta 
Badia  tomorrow.  Tomba.  the 
triple  Olympic  champion,  who 
came  second  behind  Thomas 
Sykora.  of  Austria,  on  his 
season’s  debut  at  Madonna  di 
Campiglio.  still  lacks  race 
fitness  after  a  bad  fall  in 
training  in  October. 

Results,  page  36 


dust  down  an  old  acquaintance 


THIS  column  brings  news -of 
great  Christinas  cheer  for 
Michael  Atherton,  the  Eng¬ 
land  cricket  captain.  You  may 
be  having  a  nightmare  in 
Zimbabwe.  Athens,  but  never 
fear:  you  will  be  having  a 
merry  reunion  with  old 
friends  as  soon  as  you  reach 
the  second  leg  of  the  tour,  in 
New  Zealand. 

Guess  who  will  be  the 
match  referee  for  the  Kiwi 
Tests?  Step  forward  your  best 
pal  and  No  1  member  of  the 
Atherton  fan  dub.  Yes.  I  learn 
from  my  January  copy  of 
Wisden  Cricket  Monthly  that 
it  is  good  ol’  Peter  Burge. 

Burge  was  in  charge  of  the 
1994  series  in  England  againsr 
South  Africa,  which  witnessed 
the  most  pathetically  vindic¬ 
tive  act  in  the  brief  history  of 
the  match  referee  system. 
Burge  was  seriously  miffed 
when,  after  the  notorious  dirt- 
in-the-pocket  business,  Ather¬ 
ton  was  preemptively  fined 
£2.000  by  Raymond 
Illingworth,  the  England  team 
manager.  So  much  so  that 
Burge  subsequently  fined  Ath¬ 
erton  all  by  himself,  for  the 
heinous  crime  of  looking 
slightly  peeved  at  being  given 
out,  an  offence  which  even 
Wisden  described  as  “stepping 
minimally  out  of  line”. 

Before  you  get  started  in 
NZ.  Pete,  did  you  know  that 
Atherton,  answering  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  in  some  publication 
or  other,  named  you  as  “the 
last  person  he  would  invite  to 
his  birthday  party"? 

Words  of  note 

Peter  Maxted,  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  footballers  I  have 


SIMON  BARNES 


On  Saturday 


played  with  (I  have  led  a  very 
sheltered  life)  writes  to  suggest 
that  this  column  instigates  a 
literary  award  far  such  organs 
as  football  match  pro- 
.  grammes.  The  first  writer  of 
the  week,  then,  -is  Neil 
Wamock.  the  Plymouth  Ar- 
gyle  manager,  for  this  Joycean 
opening  paragraph:  “Good 
afternoon  and  welcome  to  our 
first  local  derby  of  the  season, 
even  though  we  are  only  in 
October,  having  played  Bris¬ 
tol  Rovers  previously  our 
nearest  rivals,  Bristol  City 
today  come  down  and  before 
the  start  of  the  season  I  am 
sure  that  City  would  have 
been  one. of  the  favourites  to 
get  promotion  this  season  With 
their  super  stadium  in  Bristol 
and  after  a  shaky  start  they 
have  picked  up  one  or  two 
results  of  late  and  I  know  that 
today’s  game  will  be  as  diffi¬ 
cult  as  any  of  our  previous 
home  matches  where  we  have 
really  struggled  to  score  goals 


Burp  wffl  be  keeping  his  eye  on  Afcerton  -  md  the  tall 


however,  the  spirit  has  been 
very  good  and  I  was  very,  very 
delighted  at  Walsall  to  pick  up 
maximum  points  even  though 
I  thought  die  scoreline  of  1-0 
did  not  relfecr  the  superiority 
that  we  had  that  day.  as  I  am 
writing  these  notes  before  the 
Bournemouth  game  1  just 
hope  we  can  continue  our 
unbeaten  run  at  Dean  Court" 

Real  deal 

Smirnoff  vodka  carried  out  a 
poll  of  HX000  sports  enthus¬ 
iasts  in  the  United  States 
before  offering  their  “Get 
Real"  awards,  given  to  tiie 
most  star-struck  of  superstars. 
The  basketballing  Dennis 
Rodman  got  26  per  cent  of  the 
vote  for  complaining  that  his 
salary  was  insufficient;  a  mere 
£3  million  a  year  hardly 
covers  costs,  after  all.  In 
second  place  came  Deion 
Sanders,  for  mining  up  to  a 
Dallas  Cowboys  training  ses¬ 
sion  in  a  custom-made 
Mercedes  Benz  golf  cart. 

In  third  place  came  file 
entire  basketball  ■  Dream 
Team,  for  watching  the  Olym¬ 
pic  procession  of  nations  from 
an  executive  box  before  stroll¬ 
ing  down  to  join  the  rest  of 
United  States  team  five  min¬ 
utes,  before  they  entered  the 
stadium. 

Rough  quotes 

Who  said  this  at  the  Olympic 
Games?  !,  "They  should  take 
the  critics  out  to  the  shooting 
venue  and  get  rid  of  them."  2, 
“Perhaps  die’s  just  having  a 
great  .meet .  she  maintains 
she  was  drug-free,  but  she 
swam  Taster  ' than  me."  3,  "I 
will  do  it  I-wilL  I  wifi.”  4,  “If 
anybody  sees  me  near  a  boat, 
they  tan  shoot  me."  5.  "1  don’t 

Si  being  tiie  world's,  best 
etc  because  I  lost  one 
race.”  All  these  from  The  BBC 
Radio  5  Sports  Yearbook  1997, 
edited  by  Peter  Nichols  and 
published  by  Oddball  at 
£12.99.  Hie  essential  work;  the 
ideal  last-second  present 

Old  bill 

My  search  for  a  better  name 
for  the  cricket-related  pastime 
known  as  “one-day  cricket" 
brings'  a  response  from  R.  H. 
Wright,  late  of  Leather 
crackers  CC,  suggesting  a 
highly  suitable  “craddt".  He  is 


also  kind  enough  to  endose 
the  dub  bar  bill  for  the 
gathering  that  followed  the 
Leather  crackers'  encounter 
with  Lee  Woottan  on  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  1949:  81  pints  of  mild 
ale  @  1/1;  20  pints  of  brown  ale 
@  1/2;  5  Guinness  &  I/O:*  9 
nourishing  stouts  @  8d;  2 
lemonades  @  4d;  5b  pints  of 
dder  @  1/0;  48  tots  of  rum  @ 
1/8;  24  tots  of  port  @  lOd;  24 
tots  of  sherry  @  1/0: 48  tots  of 
Gordons  gin  @  1/7:  18  tots  of 
Irish  whiskey  @  1/7;  lime  and 
peppermint  3/0.  Total  £17  19s 
9d.  There  was  also  the  prince¬ 
ly  sum  of  7/11  spent  on  food, 
and  2/6  was  given  to  “Mrs 
Wain",  though  the  services  she 
provided  are  not.  perhaps 
wisely,  here  specified. 


c|2^e*5l  round  will 
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Lcathercrackers  also  won  the 

cricket  match  by  three  runs. 

Still  counting 

Thanks  m  everyone  who  has 
contributed  Magic  Numbers. 
Recent  offerings  indude  a 
hard-but-fair  18  —  for  Dur¬ 
ham  County  Cricket  Club,  of 
course.  A  bottle  of  ambrosial 
Nicolas  Feuillatte  champagne 
goes  to  all  contributors  who 
make  the  final  count,  10  be 
published  in  the  next  few  days. 
Any  last-minute  bubbly-wor¬ 
thy  thoughts  will  still  just 
reach  me,  if  you  fax  them  on 
0171-7825211,  •  - 

Answers  to  quiz:  7.  Bill  Camp¬ 
bell ,  the  Highly  responsible 
mayor  of  Atlanta.  2 ,  Janet 
Evans,  graceful  loser  to  Mi¬ 
chelle  Smith.  3,  Kerri  Strug, 
before  That  Vault  4,  Steve 
Redgrave,  of  course.  5,  Linford 
Christie,  of  course. 


A  FREE  LUGGAGE  TAG  WITH  EVERY  ORDER 


The  Times  executive 
leather  collection 


The  Times  offers  readers  its  executive 
leather  collection,  and  with  every  order  you 
will  receive  a  FREE  luggage  tag.  All  items  are 
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Travel  Wallet:  detachable  carry  strap,  seven  credit 
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Credit  Card  Holder:  six  internal  credit  card  slots  and 
two  concealed  pockets.  118  x  75  x  8mm. 

Business  Card  Holder:  pocket  for  supply  of  business 
cards,  two  credit  card  slots,  and  internal  lid  pocket 
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attachment  belt  105  x  65  x  2mm. 
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EQUESTRIANISM:  GRANNUSCH’S  NARROW  WIN  CONTINUES  BRITISH  RUN  OF  SUCCESS  AT  OLYMPIA 


Whitaker  extends 
home  rule  with 
exciting  victoiy 


BRITISH  riders  continued 
their  remarkable  run  of  suc¬ 
cess  at  the  Olympia  show¬ 
jumping  championships 
yesterday  when  John 
Whitaker,  on  Virtual  Village 
Grannusch.  snatched  victory 
from  Bert  Romp,  of  Holland, 
in  the  Champagne  Taininger 
Christmas  Carol  Slakes.  It 
was  the  eighth  British  win  in 
nine  international  classes. 

Whitaker,  who  has  been 
riding  like  a  man  inspired  in 
the  purple  colours  of  his  new 
sponsor.  Virtual  Village,  has 
won  on  each  day  of  the  show. 
“Olympia  seems  to  bring  out 
the  best  in  us."  he  said,  "ft's 
the  best  British  show  and  it's 
the  end  of  the  year,  so  we  puli 
out  all  the  slops.*' 

Romp,  a  member  of  the  1992 
Olympic  gold  medal-winning 
team,  has  also  been  pulling 
out  all  the  stops,  but  to  no 
avail.  On  Thursday  night  he 
thought  that  he  and  Burg's 
Samantha  —  the  mare  on 
which  he  won  the  La  Baule 
Derby  earlier  this  year  —  had 
the  inaugural  Vink  Masters  in 
the  bag.  only  to  be  thwarted  by 
Nick  Skelton  on  his  new 
horse,  Virtual  Village  ZaLza. 

Yesterday  was  the  third 
occasion  in  less  than  a  month 
that  Romp  has  been  runner 
up  to  Whitaker.  “It  was  the 
same  in  Berlin  and  also  here 
on  the  Erst  night,”  Romp  said. 
“I  went  my  fastest,  but  John 
was  faster.' 

Seven  horses  reached  yes¬ 
terday's  jump-off,  in  which 
Skelton,  on  Zalza.  was  drawn 
Etsl  The  nine-year-old  Ger¬ 
man-bred  gelding,  who  had 


By Jenny  MacArthur 

held  the  packed  arena  en¬ 
thralled  the  previous  night 
with  his  effortless  jumping  in 
the  Masters,  clipped  the  sec¬ 
ond  part  of  the  double  to  finish 
on  four  faults.  Ludger 
Beerbaum,  Germany’s  199’ 
Olympic  champion,  also  in¬ 
curred  an  untypical  four  faults 
after  taking  a  stride  oui  ai 
fence  II. 

Romp  made  no  mistakes 
and.  with  a  time  of  29J2sec. 
looked  the  likely  winner. 
However.  Whitaker  is  a  dan¬ 
gerous  man  to  be  competing 
after  you  in  a  jump-off.  A  burst 
of  applause  greeted  his  arrival 
in  the  ring.  Urged  on  by  the 
partisan  crowd,  he  took  the 
most  economical  route  round 
the  six-fence  cou  rse  to  finish  in 
29J0sec  and  add  a  further 
£2.200  to  Grannusch's 
EbOO.OOO  career  winnings. 

The  excitement  did  not  end 
there  as  Jos  Lansink,  of  Hol¬ 
land.  last  to  go  on  Bachus  Z. 
was  half  a  second  faster  than 
Whitaker  but  hit  the  last 

“I  just  hope  my  luck  doesn't 
run  out  before  tomorrow." 
Whitaker  said,  referring  to 
today’s  Volvo  World  Cup  qual¬ 
ifier,  the  centrepiece  of  the 
five-day  show,  in  which  he  will 
ride  his  Olympic  horse.  Virtu¬ 
al  Village  Welham,  a  winner 
on  Thursday.  Despite  his  nu¬ 
merous  successes  in  qualifi¬ 
ers.  most  recently  in  Berlin 
last  month,  Whitaker  has 
never  won  the  Olympia 
qualifier. 

Skelton,  who  yesterday  was 
still  savouring  his  El]  500  win 
in  the  Masters,  will  ride  his 
1995  World  Cup  winner.  Dol¬ 


lar  Girl,  today  in  an  attempt  to 
avenge  his  defeat  last  year,  by 
O.Olsec,  at  the  hands  of 
Beerbaum. 

Now  that  Zalza.  a  horse  he 
started  riding  only  six  weeks 
ago,  has  displayed  his  ability 
fT  had  no  idea  he  could  jump 
that  high.”  Skelton  said  on 
Thuj’sday  night),  he  may  de¬ 
ride  to  ride  him  in  the  grand 
prix  tomorrow,  the  final  event 
of  the  show. 

Earlier,  Ben  Dunning,  a 
cousin  of  the  former  interna¬ 
tional  shcmjumper.  Lionel, 
gained  his  biggest  success 
when  he  won  the  young  show 
jumper  of  the  year  on  his 
eight-year-old  mare,  Miss  Par¬ 
ty  Piece,  despite  incurring 
three  faults  when  he  missed 
out  a  fence  and  had  to  turn 
back. 

It  was  a  moot  point  whether 
Dunning,  17.  had  been  helped 
by  the  vociferous  crowd  who, 
realising  that  he  was  taking 
the  wrong  course,  started 
shouting.  “It’s  an  incredible 
atmosphere  in  there,”  Dun¬ 
ning  said,  “but  you're  not 
aware  of  anything  the  crowd 
are  saying." 

With  the  first  four  riders  in 
the  jump-off  all  incurring  four 
faults,  Dunning,  the  last  to  go. 
had  been  going  for  a  slow 
clear  round  when  he  suddenly 
realised  he  had  missed  out 
fence  seven.  “I  went  back  as 
quickly  as  I  could  to  avoid 
time  faults,”  he  said. 

Geoff  Glazzard.  on  Fields  Of 
Athenry.  joined  with  John 
Ren  wide,  on  U  Design 
Ronville,  to  win  die  Holly 
Pairs  relay. 


Romp  put  in  a  fast  dear  round  on  Burg’s  Samantha  but  had  to  settle  for  second  again 


TIMES  WRITERS  GIVE  THEIR  CHRISTMAS  SELECTIONS  OF  THE  BEST  IN  SPORTING  LITERATURE  IN  1996 


Opportunity  for  look  back  to  the  future 


THE  recent  decision  of  the 
International  Olympic  Com¬ 
mittee  to  expand  the  number 
of  women’s  hockey  teams  at 
the  next  Olympic  Games,  in 
Sydney,  from  eight  to  ten 
should  stir  the  memories  of 
those  who  fought  for  the 
introduction,  in  1980,  of  the 
women's  game  into  the  Olym¬ 
pic  arena. 

Before  this  aim  was  fulfilled 
there  were  two  controlling 
bodies,  the  International  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Women’s  Hockey 
Associations,  consisting  main¬ 
ly  of  English-speaking  na¬ 
tions,  and  those  European 
associations  which  formed  the 
International  Hockey  Federa¬ 
tion  (FIH). 

A  fascinating  chapter  of  Ken 
Howells's  book,  77ie  Romance 


HOCKEY 


of  Hockeys  History,  tells  of 
how  the  merger  was  achieved 
by  the  eventual  affiliation  to 
the  FIH.  The  reader  is  given 
an  insight  into  the  story  of 
hockey’s  introduction  to  the 
Olympic  Games  and  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  FIH.  with  the 
takeover  of  the  game’s  control 
from  its  British  founders. 

Howells,  a  former  president 
of  the  Welsh  Hockey  Associ¬ 
ation.  has  served  the  game  as 
an  international  player  and  as 
a  member  of  various  commit¬ 
tees  of  the  FI  H.  He  was  deeply 
involved  in  the  setting  up,  four 
years  ago.  of  the  Olympic 
Hockey  Museum  in  Lau¬ 
sanne.  His  experience  has 


enabled  him  to  compile  a 
history  of  hockey,  depicting 
how  the  “jolly  hockey  sticks" 
image  was  transformed,  with 
the  help  of  royal  patronage, 
into  a  highly  respected  com¬ 
petitive  sport 

The  changes  in  the  rules 
include  the  abolition,  in  1959, 
of  the  bully,  which,  though 
destroying  the  well-worn  cli¬ 
che  “bully  for  you",  did  much 
to  eliminate  time-wasting  on 
the  field-  The  concept  of  artifi¬ 
cial  turf  piitches  which  revolut¬ 
ionised  the  game  is  attributed 
to  Peter  Buckland.  a  Canadian 
stockbroker  whose  dub  in 
Vancouver  was  called  The 
Jokers. 

Rene  Frank,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  FIH,  who  saw  the 
first  exhibition  match  on  artifi¬ 


cial  turf,  did  not  think  that  it 
was  a  joke  and  accepted  the 
proposal  to  stage  the  1976 
Olympic  Games  in  Montreal 
on  synthetic  turf.  That  was  the 
beginning  of  the  plastic  age. 

The  obscurity  of  the  game’s 
origins  and  the  apocryphal 
tales  connected  with  them  date 
back  to  andent  Greek.  Roman 
and  Egyptian  civilisations,  all 
of  which  accentuate  the  ro¬ 
mantic  element  of  the  book. 

O  The  Romance  of  Hockey's 
History,  by  M  K  Howells 
{published  by  M  K  Howells, 
care  of  the  Hockey  Associ¬ 
ation,  The  Stadium.  Milton 
Keynes,  £10.00  plus  £1.40 

p&p). 

Sydney  Friskin 


Book  puts  accent  on 
sport’s  athleticism 


INSPIRED  by  the  topped 
American  television  pro¬ 
gramme  of  the  same  name. 
Championship  Ballroom 
Dandng  appeals  to  all  .those 
interested  in  dance  sport,  in 
which  full  Olympic  recogni¬ 
tion  is  expected  soon. 

Featuring  full-page  black- 
and-white  action  shots  of 
dancers  on  the  floor  and 
behind  the  scenes,  it  gives 
some  understanding  of  the 
athleticism,  grit  and  determ¬ 
ination  needed  to  make  it  to 
the  top. 

'  Particularly  fascinating  is 
the  account  of  how  the  tango 
when  introduced  from  Argen¬ 
tina  earlier  this  century,  was 
banned  in  Boston  because  of 


BALLROOM 

DANCING 


its  sensuality.  Only  after  it 
was  methodically  analysed 
and  rendered  orderly  by  the 
London-based  Imperial  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Teachers  of  Dancing 
was  the  tango  accepted. 

□  Championship  Ballroom 
Dandng,  by  Frank  Regan 
and  Gary  Spencer  (EAB 
Press,  7600  West  27th  Street, 
Suite  210,  Minneapolis.  Min¬ 
nesota.  55426.  Tefc  612-927- 
6603.  $60.00). 

Ruth  Gledhill 


SAILING 

Babcock  to 
rescue  as 
dismasting 
threatens 

BY  Malcolm  McKeag 

ANOTHER  Yacht  in  the  BT 
■  Gkfoal  Challenge  fleet  has 
narrowly  avoided  die  dismast¬ 
ing  that  two  nights  ago  befell 
Concert.  In  a  reported  35 
knots  of  breeze.  Heath  Insured 
U  suffered  a  failure  of  the  plate 
securing  an  intermediate 
shroud  between  the  second 
and  third  spreaders. 

The  mast  began  to  sag 
alarmingly  to  leeward,  ,  but 
Michael  Babcock,  on  the 
wheel  at  the  time,  immediately 
threw  the  yacht  about  on  to 
port  tack,  releasing  the  loads 
on  die  unsupported  top  mast 
His  quick-thinking  undoubt¬ 
edly  saved  the  rig;  which 
would  have  otherwise  suffered 
in  similar  fashion  to  Concert. 

Heath  Insured  U  was  yes¬ 
terday  still  sailing  on  port  tack 
virtually  at  right  angles  to  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  and  the 
direction  she  needs  to  go  to  get 
to  Wellington,  while  her  crew 
pondered  lash-up  repairs  — 
but  she  still  has  her  mast. 

Yesterday  the  race  commit¬ 
tee  formally  declared  Concert 
a  non-finisher  on  the  second 
leg,  allowing  Chris  Tibbs  and 
his  crew  to  concentrate  on 
making  Wellington  in  time  for 
the  restart  in  early  February 
and  avoiding  the  confusion  — 
arid  even  criticism  —  .which 
surrounded  the  parallel  pre¬ 
dicament  of  the  yacht  British 
Steel  on  the  race  four  years 
ago. 

Then,  the  dismasted  yacht 
motored  halfway  across  the 
Southern  Ocean  to  the  finish 
at  Hobart.  British  Steel  was 
allowed  to  count  her  time 
under  motor  as  raring-time 
and  allowed  to  continue  rac¬ 
ing  without  further  penalty.  It 
was  a  derision  that  caused 
reactions  ranging  from  mirth 
toderision.  • 

The  prompt  action  of  the 
race  committee  and  the 
change  to  the  rules  that  clarify 
the  dismasted  yacht's  position 
and  allow  her  to  stay  in  the 
race  with  the  chance  at  least  of 
a  high  overall  place  —  Concert 
is  awarded  the  time  of  the  last 
yacht  to  finish  this  leg  plus  15 
percent— are  further  demon¬ 
strations  of  how  this  event  has 
progressed  in  four  years  from 
being  simply  “the  adventure  of 
a  lifetime*  to  a  serious  yacht 
race. 

Group  4  is  bade  in  the  lead, 
ahead  of  Save  the  Children. 
with  1^33  miles  still  to  go  to 
Wellington  and  advancing 
some  2500  miles  a  day.  With 
tiie  forecast  predicting  more 
high  winds.  Mike  Golding, 
the  Group  4  skipper,  lies 
between  the  rock  of  pressing 
on  to  match  his  boast  that  he 
could  make  Wellington  by 
Christmas  and  the  hard 
place  of  easing  up  lest  the 
continuing  '  rigging  failures 
around  him  afflict  his  yacht 
also. 


swimming 

Confidence 
is  key  to 
Hickman’s 
success 

ByCkatgLord 

DERYK  SNELLING,  the 
new  national  performance  di¬ 
rector  for  swimming,  was 
happy  to  End  his  fears  un¬ 
founded  at  the  British  cham¬ 
pionships  in  Sheffield 
yesterday  as  national  short- 
course  records  from  .James 
Hickman  and  Andrew  Gay- 
con  were  the  highlights  on  a 
day  that  produced  perfor¬ 
mances  worthy  of  selection 
for  the  world  short-course 

championships. 

Snelling  said  at  the  Euro¬ 
pean  short-course  champion¬ 
ships  in  Rostock,  Germany, 
last  weekend,  that  qualifying 
standards  —  set  before  his 
arrival  —  for  the  world  cham¬ 
pionships  in  Gothenburg,  in 
April,  might  be  too  tough  for 
him  to  honour  a  commitment 
to  lead  a  full  Great  British 
team  for  the  first  time. 

He  need  not  have  worried. 
Thirteen  qualified  on  the  first 
of  three  days  or  finals.  • 
Hickman.  18.  shaved  a  further 
0.27sec  off  the  record  he  set  in 
the  heats  to  win  the  100  metres 
butterfly  in  53.03sec.  good 
enough  to  have  won  him  the 
title  in  Rostock,  where  the 
winning  time  was  S322sec. 

Coached  by  Dave  Calleja  at 
Stockport  Metro,  Hickman 
spoke  in  terms  of  “taking  on” 
Denis  Pankratov,  the  Russian 
who  is  Olympic  and  world 
champion  over  100  metres 
and  200  metres  at  Gothen¬ 
burg  and  at  the  European 
long-course  championships  in 
August  “It’ll  be  down  to  me 
against  him  by  then," 
Hickman  said  confidently. 

Two  years  ago  Hickman 
stood  at  73rd  in  the  world  on 
5527 sec.  He  bad  got  that 
down  to  5&56sec  earlier  this 
year  and  finished  sixth  in  the 
200  metres  in  Atlanta.  He  now 
ranks  eighth  in  the  world  and 
fifth  in  Europe  over  100 
metres  short-course  this  year, 
and  twentieth  on  the  all-time 
list 

A  prize  of  £200  will  be  given 
to  winners  in  Sheffield,  and  t] 
bonuses  to  those  who  set  :  / 
world  records.  Hickman  has 
that  in  mind  for  the  200 
metres,  the  final  of  which  he 
will  race  today. 

Confidence  also  played  a 
part  for  Clayton.  23,  who  in 
Rostock  won  the  stiver  medal 
In  the  200  metres  freestyle 
His  time  yesterday,  lmin 
46.70sec,  would  not  have  pro¬ 
moted  him  to  the  gold  medal 
in  Germany,  but  gave  him  his 
first  British  record,  inside  the 
lmin  46.71sec  set  by  Paul 
Howe  in  199L  and  victory 
over  an  unfit  Paul  Palmer,  the 
winner  of  the  silver  medal  in 
the  400  metres  in  Atlanta. 

With  lottery  funding  immi¬ 
nent.  Clayton  is  about  to  give 
up  his  part-time  position  as  a 
graphic  designer  for  sponsor¬ 
ship  by  Yorkshire  Water. 
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IN  BRIEF 


Under-19s 
shine  in 
Pakistan 

ENGLAND  took  control  of 
the  second  under-19  cricket 
international  against  Pakistan 
in  Sheikhupura  yesterday,  led 
by  David  Nash,  of  Middlesex, 
who  hit  a  sparkling  l OS  not 
out.  England  readied  361, 
then  Alex  Tudor  and  Ben  Hoi- 
iioake.  the  Surrey  bowlers, 
tore  into  Pakistan,  who  col¬ 
lapsed  to  95  for  six  by  the  dose 
of  the  second  day  of  four. 

□  Brian  Lara  hit  86  before  he 
was  controversially  given  out 
on  the  second  day  of  West 
Indies  four-day  match  against 
Victoria  in  Wangarana.  Lara 
was  given  “hit  wicket”,  but 
officials  claimed  that  the  bats¬ 
man's  foot  disturbed  the 
stumps  as  he  set  off  for  a  run. 
The  touring  side  finished  on 
312  for  five,  in  reply  to  Vic¬ 
toria’s  first  innings  of  354. 

□  Cycling:  Andy  Wilkinson 
has  been  awarded  the  Bidlake 
Memorial  Plaque  for  the  out¬ 
standing  performance  of  the 
year.  Wilkinson,  33.  from 
Cheshire,  set  national  time- 
trial  records  for  50  miles.  100 
miles  and  12  hours  to  win  the 
British  best  all-rounder  title. 

□  Alhletics:  Paul  Tergati  of 
Kenya,  the  double  world 
champion,  and  Gete  Wami.  of 
Ethiopia,  the  women's  title- 
holder,  will  head  a  line-up  of 
leading  runners  at  the  open¬ 
ing  cross  country  challenge 
meet  of  the  11 -event  LAAF 
World  Challenge  in  Brussels 
tomorrow.  Great  Britain  will 
be  represented  by  Keith 
Cullen. 

□  Motor  rafiyingr.  Richard 
Burns,  of  Great  Britain,  will 
race  for  the  Mitsubishi  team 
again  in  the  1997  FLA  world 

ipionship. 
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BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA)1  To¬ 
ronto  96  Milwaukee  93.  Crcaqo  93 
Chariotts  72.  Utah  34  !Ma mi  37.  San 
Antonta  :i5  HcusKn  T"T  CaISs  135 
Vancouver  98:  WsshmgTcn  102  Los 
Angles  Clppers  32.  Sacramento  112 
Minnesota  105 


CRICKET 


TOUR  MATCHES  ;  seed'd  £3/  c!  fcur.i 
Wangara&x  Vvtcria  254  3  Vlrpani  133. 
D  S  Berry  SG  N  A  M  McLsar  5-43/  West 
Indians  312-5  !S  L  Ca-she1'  50  8  C  Lara 
B6)  Hobart  Pakistani  299  'SJ'sM  Alridi 
B0  t&ehlaq  Ahmed  65.  S  lor^  7-64;. 
Tasmania  292-6  fJ  Cox  131  net  out 
Musrtaq  Ariired  4-97) 

SHEFFIELD  SHIELD.  Brisbane  i second 
day  of  tour)  New  SocBi  <Vaes  130  IS  R 
Wau oh  55.  A  J  &eh&  6-£&.  Duesrsiand 
460-6  IS  G  Law  144.  J  P  Maher  91  I  A 
Hear*  32  nor  out.  A  Sjrtands  SC,.  Perth 
[first  day  olfcur)  Soc-T Aus^aila 231-3 J 
A  Eraychaw  73  D  S  ueTL-r^m  52! 
SHBKHUPUftA:  Under- 1 9  international 
(second  day  d  lew  I  England  3G1  (D 
Nash  106  nef  auf  S  FVe-s  74:  Raztaq 
7-1 18V  Rrii&nn  95-6 


EQUESTRIANISM 


OLYMPIA:  Otympm  Championships: 
Eurosport  Mistletoe  Take  Your  Own 

Lino:  i.  Virwa  Village  Solans  [G 
BllmMon.  GBi  27  OJsecr  2.  S  P  NJola  IF 
Sioomaa>.  Gar;  27  72.  3  Ai-esco  Lad  (P 
Charles..  Hsi  33  22  VWt  ChnsSmas 
Masters:  1.  Valya!  nirage  Ztfaa  (N 
SkaUan.  G3i  G  fts:  equal  2  Surg's 
Samantha  (B  Roms.  Ki'C,  and  rnca  Yoo 
fJ  Rsher.  GBI  4  Champagne  Totaonger 
Christmas  Cant  Stakes:  1 .  /ns:  tf’.ags 
Grannusch  !J  Vihia-er.  Gat  □  fls. 
2921 sec.  2.  Burg's  SamarCha  3  Romp. 
Hofl)  0, 29  32, 3,  Ttuda  K£«t  ,*£  Walters. 
Bed  0. 35  S3  Hatty  Pans  Relay.  1.  Reids 
d  Athenry  [G  Glacani:  and  U  Design 
fiourtie  (J  nemrd>.  £53).  trrir.  0926sec. 
2  Reggae  iC-O  Nagel.  Gerl  end 
Prakofli  s  Dumbo  C  Fiwnsnn.  Austaj 
1 . 1221 . 3.  Gordon  Gccctime  y.’  Funnel. 
GSj  and  Togg;  (nrervteu,-  ,T  Srockdale. 
@3)  J2C  74  'Speod&ne  Telecom  Young 
Showjumper  at  the  Year.  i.  Visa  Party 
Piece  [3  Dummg:  3  fc.  5*  «7wc  2. 
imaa  <B  Taomsyi  4  s&ei.  3  Cush 
Secret  (CVVebteyH.  36  7J 

FOOTBALL 

Leu  results  on  Thursday 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
First  division:  Arasna  c  T.’mtcedon  2 
Southampton  4  West  Ham  vnJPd  a 
PONTINS  LEAGUE  CUP:  Group  thw 
Stad-pcrt  Ccurtf/ 1  Stite  Oy  2 
FAI  HARP  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dviaotv  Home  FarmO  SnarrroO  0 
FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second  round  replay. 
Luton  Town  3  (Word  Unted  2. 
SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  EngSsh  Schoob 
FuffUm  Trophy:  Fourth  round  replays: 
Chesterfield  0  East  FfcSrto:  3  Seafc 
ChMlwe  1  HBRcn  1  (So£h  tSwshrra  iron 
□n  pens] 

ARGENTINIAN  LEAGUE:  Huracan- 
Comentes  3  Independent  2  Raong 
dub  1  Raensa  Ch  Ffcver  P-aie  3  Velez 
Sars&ew  ft  Ftesano  Certnc  t  Soca 
Jmors  2.  San  Lorenzo  1  GennaSa  La 
Plata  2. 

FRENCH  LEAGUE.  SasLa  2  Bordeaux  1- 


HOCKEY 


DELHI  Women's  Indira  GandK  Gold 
Cup:  China  2  tafia  1. 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL):  Boston  3 
Tampa  Bay  0:  Ottawa  5  Florida  2 
Philadelphia  5  New  York  (slanders  ft 
Pittsburgh  4  St  Lass  0. 

NAGANO.  Japan:  Nagano  Cup:  Japa¬ 
nese  League  Stars  B  France  3.  Japan  4 
Denmark  1 

MOSCOW:  Izrasfia  Cup:  Sweden  3 
Fmland  1:  Russia  6  Canada  ft.  Czech 
Republic  3  Canada  1. 


_ RACKETS _ 

QUEEN'S  CLUB:  Pufaflc  schools 
championship:  Foster  Cup:  Rnafc  A 
Tocheror- Barren  (Harrow)  bt  G  Srrath- 
Bingham  (Eton)  J5-3. 18-16.  11-T5. 1M. 
Rsrtny  Cup:  Final:  S  Fairborn  (Chelten¬ 
ham)  bt  C  Wilson  (Harrow!  4-t5.  15-8. 
15-10. 15-12 


SKIING 


TIGNES.  Franco:  University  match: 
Giant Ctakxn:  Men:  i.  M Sanded  (OxtoOl 
2mm  44  93sec  2  N  Lutener  (Oxford) 
245  47;  3.  M  Snrth  (CaTfondgHf  246.  IS 
Women  (all  Oxford)'  1.  M  Shaw  £4835: 
2.  C  WHSams  2S277.  3,  H  Murray 
257  54  Teems:  Men:  1.  OJord  721.82 
2  Cambridge  729 12  Women:  1.  Oxford 
8 38 66.  ftCombndga  957 57. 
VALGAROENA1  Italy  Men's  World  Cup: 
DownMt  1.  L  Alphand  (Fr)  lrnm 
S3  lOsec  2  A  Skaarcal  (Nor!  15325: 3. 
K  Ghsdns  m  1-5330;  4.  P  vaan  (in 
1  53  34:  5.  A  Duvttlard  (Fr|  1S3  4S.  6.  F 
Canon  (SwCJ  153  76  7.  W  Fnrc 
(Austria}  (.Sofia  B.  F  Show  (Austria) 
1.53.33. 9.  H  Fraus  (Auwwi-53  9ft  10. 
W  Ratahooer  (Sj  1  5400  Brttnsh  posit- 


fonr.  42  G  Ball  15625. 53.  A  Freshwater 


mna  races):  1.  Knaus  328:  Z  T  Syfcora 
(Austria)  282  3.  KAamodt  (Nor)  260:4.  M 
von  Grungen  (Swttz)  231;  5,  S  Lodher 
ISvrtz)  215: 6.  C  Mayor  (Austria)  207. 
CRANS  MONTANA,  Switartand;  Wom¬ 
en's  World  Cup:  Downhit:  canceled 
because  ol  rain  and  log. 


TABLE  TENNIS 


EUROPEAN  WOMEN'S  LEAGUE: 
Super  dMston;  Semi-flnsL  Brat  leg  (in 
Berta)  Germany  bt  England  4-1  (J 
Schopp  W  H  Lower  21 -5.  21-13.  E  Schall 
M  L  Lamas  21-19.  15-21.  21-18.  O 
Names  tost  to  A  HoH  20-22.  15-21; 
Schopp  and  Kerries  bt  Lomas  and  Holt 
21-13.  13-21.  21-15.  Schopp  bi  Lomas 
18-21.22-20.21-13). 


TENNIS 


MIAMI  BEACH:  Onnge  Bowl  cham¬ 
pionships:  Beys:  18  and  under  Fourth 
round:  A  Marta  (SpJ  bt  M  Lee  iGBl  7-6. 
W 


SWIMMING 


SHEFFIELD:  Unde  Ben's  British  winter 
championships;  Merr  200m  fiweatde:  1, 
A  Clayton  (Leeds)  Imn  46  TQsec  (British 
racorOI.  2  U  Stevens  (Sateffite)  1.48  Oft. 
ft  G  Meadows  (Leeds)  1-4826: 4.  J  Salter 
(Wanendar)  1.48  53.  5.  G  Smith  (Stock- 
port)  1:503ft  6.  A  Woods  (Nonrich) 
1-5058.  7.  P  Patner  (Ltoooto)  1.51 06;  B, 

G  Hudson  (PortsmcMhJ  V5339. 1A00m 
freestyle:  1. 1  wnbori  iLeod^  14  47.73, 2. 
G  Hudson  (PortsmMh)  1&26.02:  3.  G 
OrphartcteS  (KStervrhalea)  1529 14.  4.  T 
Archer  (Nova  Certurion)  1534.49:  5.  N 
Sloan  INoua  Cantunon)  15.44  61:  6.  L 
Wardea  (Loucptwough)  1555.74  7.  P 
Bayes  (Brentwood)  1821. SO  B.  S 
Saunders  (Tram)  1622.42.  50m  back- 
stroke:  1.  M  Harris  (Tower  Hamlets] 


BT  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE 
LATEST  POSITIONS 

Second  leg 
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Position  as  tet 
13S2GMT  yesterday 


DISTANCE  TO  WBLUNOTCW:  t.  Group  4  7^33  mUs.  2  Sow  77w  Cftfldrer  1.568: 1 
Tcahba  Waws  Wamot  1 626  4.  Gfotnl  Teomork  1.656. 5.  Motorola  1 69ft  6.  Catimefdal 
Umon  1.713.  7.  NucfcnrEhclnCl.  725. 8.  Pause  To  Remember  1, 735;  9  Ccncwt  1  746:10. 
Ocean  Hover  1.B2S:  if.  Time  t  Tide  1,904- 12,  3Com  1,933;  13,  CourtaAii  (ntemaunal 
1.97Q;  14.  Hcolh  tosutod  H  1.990 


;3.s 
O'Connor 

|LU|{| 

PR  72.  *8,  T  Rtey  (Manchester 
UrdwfrSalford)  26.4L  7,  K  Gammon 

(Devon  Adame)  26.63:  8.  M  SmaSbona 

{Loutf*oraug^  23.73.  100m  butterfly: 

1.  J  Tfickman  [Stodtpom  5333  (British 
record);  2,  P  Khnykki  (Ukr)  53.98:  3.  J 
Go^kmc  (Sheffield)  54  44;  4.  M  Watkins 

(Torfaen)  5523;  5.  D  Car  (Shelttekfl 

K.52, 6,  S  Madn  (Loughborouta)  5^56: 

7.  P  McCarthy  (be)  55  57;  B.  S  Brinn  (Jam) 

5606  Woman:  200m  freestyle :  r.  £ 

Huddart  (Leads)  2min  OOUBsec.  2.  K 
Pickering  (Ipewlch)  200.0ft,  3)  K  Hawcrofl 
(Manchester  UtdffiaJtarO]  2:00  62:  4.  L 
Nicholls  (Can)  2rfJ1.07:  5.  J  Bolton 

(Bradford)  201.73;  a.  V  Homer  (Stock- 

port)  202.09.  7.  S  Caings  (Bradtard) 
20352  8.  S  StmardlCan)  203  59. 100m 

breaststroke:  1.  M  Boars  (HoD  10893: 


2.  J  King  (Waaham  ForasC  100.12  3.  L 
Hndbureft  (Leeds)  l.iasft  4.  N  Thomfey 
(Manchester  Utd/SaHord)  1:10.91;  5.  H 
Eap  (Newcastle)  1.10.92  6.  S  Lawrence 
(KStodori)  1:1247;  7.  R  Wants  (Can) 
1:13 -34.  S  Whaweil  (Newcastle)  tflsquall- 
fled.  200m  backstroke:  1,  J  Deatons 
(Coventry)  21191;  2.  Z  Cray  (Ipswich) 
21397;  3,  K  Thomsm  (Leeds)  21421. 
4.  K  Osher  (Ealing)  214.23:  5.  L  Graham 
(Sunderland)  215.43;  6,  H  Banes  (Max- 
weB)  215  68;  7.  W  Greaves  (Lough¬ 
borough)  21729;  8.  N  Cawley  (fra) 
21802.  400m  fooMduaf  medley.  1.  C 
NWett  (Leeds)  4:4692  2  H  Saner 
(Coventry)  4:47.48;  3.  S  NesM  (Ports¬ 
mouth)  4:48.34;  4,JSwaHcw(Klisnuhaia} 
450.17;  8  M  Thom  (Devon  Atianhc) 
49201 ;  6.  T  WHtems  (Stockton)  4:57.51: 
7.  T  Evanson  (Hanogate)  490.76.  B.  N 
Bnmn  (Southoncfl  4:59.98. 


Depth 

(cm)  Cootiiions  Runs  to 
L  U  Piste  O ft/p  resort 


Weather 
(5pm)  Last 
°C  snow 


140  (air  varied  icy  fine  -3  18/12 
pistes  open;  high  and  sunny  runs  bast] 


ANDORRA 
Soideu 

AUSTRIA 

KBzbuhel  5  40  lair  vansd  art  fair  2  14/12 

(Upper  slopes  sOI  reasonably  good;  40  of  60  Ofts  open) 

Otet&x#  40 _ 150  good  heavy  good  snow  0  20/12 

(Gooa  skiing  m  aH  levels;  dusting  of  nau  snow) 

35  60  hard  varied  fair  cioud  1 2/12 

(Hartf-paeteef  snow  on  moat  pistes;  afl  Sfts  open) 

good  varied  fair  doud  2  14/12 

[GoneraBy  good  but  knrnt  nets  getting  heavy) 


Saabach 
St  Anton 


FRANCE 

AJpe  d*huez  90-  2BQ_  good  heavy  good  doud  0  20/12 

(Very  good  skang  ffinsughouf  resort-  avstenche  danger) 

Avoriaz  130  T50  good  heavy  fe*  doud  0  19/12 

(Soma  new  81)0117  above  1,900  metres,  heavy  end  wsi  befcw) 

Meribel  J®  Bood  heavy  !afr  cloud  3  20/12 

(nBsorr  ndly  open  today:  new  enow  on  tapper  runs) 

VaJThorens  ’  1B0  240  good  powdar  good  doud  0  iart2 

(Sceftent  ponder  sfosig:  J5cm  o/tssh  enow) 

rtALY 

Cav<rHa  JJ?  ,.  24? .  9QO0  heavy  apod  doud  -1  19/12 
(Mq/ortly  of  pfsns  n  good  shape  andwefl  covered) 

Livigno  •  100  240  good  varied  good  doud  -2  19/12 

(Good  startg  on  most  pistes:  all  Sfls  open) 

SWITZERLAND 

Wosters  40  135  epod  heavy  slushy  doud  2  20/12 

(New  snow  above  1600  metros;  heavy  below) 

Mural  60  120  good  heavy  slushy  doud  1  20/12 

flowtesj  tuns  rafo-wBrtad;  good above  1,600 metres) 

SaasFee  75  310  good  varied  good  doud  -1  19/12 

.( Goodatdnghttvb Mty  wry  prSi  tones) 

St  Mont?  95  210  good  varied  good  doud  0  20/12 

(May  good  sttrg;  ea  oped) 


Source:  SW  Club  of  Great  Britain 
-  tower  slopes  U  -  upper  art  -  artificial 
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FOOTBALL:  MANAGERIAL  PEDIGREE  PROMINENT  IN  SHEFFIELD  UNITED’S  PUSH  FOR  THE  PREMIERSHIP 


Kendall 


Richard  Hobson  talks  to  the  man  who 


has  raised  expectations  at  Bramall  Lane 


Never  mind  the  Theatre 
of  Dreams.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  football  more 
often  unfolds  in  the  Theatre  of 
the  Absurd.  It  is  an  insular 
world  of  miscast  players, 
fluffed  lines,  poor  direction 
and  petty  jealousy.  So  much 
misinformation  gushes  from 
within,  so  much  rumour  mas¬ 
querading  as  fact,  that  the 
most  reasonable  opinion  of  the 
day  can  appear  ridiculous  in 
time.  Looking  back, .  it  is 
extraordinary  now  that  any¬ 
body  could  have  doubted 
Howard  Kendall  when  he 
returned  to  league  manage¬ 
ment  with  Sheffield  United 
just  a  year  and  a  week  ago.  . 

His  transformation  .of 
Everton  in  the  mid-Eighties. 
winning  two  league  titles  as 
well  as  the  European  Cup 
Winners'  Cup,  made  him  the 
Football  Association's  second 
choice  behind  Graham  Taylor 
to  succeed  Bobby  Robson  after 
the  1990  World  Cup.  Ray, 
Wilkins,  for  one.  suggested  he 
might  be  a  decern  choice  to 
succeed  Terry  Venables. 

These  are  the  credentials'  of 
a  man  admired  ty  his  peers, 
not  one  whose  appointment  to 
a  club  then  second  from 
bottom  of  the  first  division 
should  have  been  questioned. 
Twelve  months  on,  a  different 
line  is  being  pursued:  “How¬ 
ard,  could  your  side  survive  in 
the  Premiership?" 

The  uncertainty  of  the  .time 
stemmed  from  the  nadir  of  his 
career.  In  April  of  last  year  he 
was  sacked  after  79  days  in 
charge  erf.  Notts  County  amid 
allegations  of  heavy  drinking. 
The  accusations  so  angered 
Kendall  that  he  threatened 
legal  action  before  deciding 
that  the  cost  of  rivfl  action  was 
prohibitive.  He  admits  that  he 
remains  hitter.  :  ‘ „ 
However,,  in  the  weeksitj^t 
followed  he  realised  tHaf  sanfe  i 
of  the  mud  would  stfck-  He  ■ 
cultivated  a  taste  for  mineral 
water  and  long  distance  runs, 
and  lost  two  stone  in  conse¬ 
quence.  “Notts  County  was  a 
/Tustake,"  Kendall  said.  “Most 
people  who  have  gone  there 
would  say  it  was  a  mistake 
because  of  the  working  condi¬ 
tions.  It  was  an  upsetting, 
short  period  of  time  but  when . 


you  put  it  in  the  overall  context 
of  my  years  in  the  game  it  was 
just  a  minor  hiccup." 

KendalL  if  he  chooses,  is 
entitled  to  raise  a  glass  this 
morning.  Conveniently,  Uni¬ 
ted.  have  played  48  league 
games  under  his  charge  and 
the  86  points  they  have  accu¬ 
mulated  indicate  a  promotion- 
winning  standard.  Extensive 
building  work  at  Bramall 
Lane  is  complete  and,  with  the 
present  share  flotation.  Ken¬ 
dall  felt  able  to  bid  audacious¬ 
ly  for  Paul  Gascoigne  last 
month  as  he  sought  a  player  to 
fill  the  seats. 

“The  problem  is  that  there 
have  been  so  many  disap¬ 
pointments  at  this  dub  in  the 
past,  so  many  broken  prom¬ 
ises,  that  people  are  perhaps  a 
little  reluctant  to  trust  us,"  he 
said.  “All  I  can  say  is  that  the 
chairman  [Mike  McDonald]  is 
very  ambitious  and  everything 
he  says  he  will  do.  gets  done." 
So  much  so  that  McDonald 
refused  Manchester  City  per¬ 
mission  to  speak  to  his  manag¬ 
er  as  tiiey  tried  to  replace  Alan 
BalL 

When  United  face  Barnsley 
at  Bramall  lane  today,  top 
spot  in  the  table  beckons  and 
the  side  will  offer  little  remind¬ 
er  of  -Kendall’s,  predecessor, 
Dave  Bassett.  Players  have 
came  and  gone  at  a  brisk  rate, 
but  there  is  a  thread  of  quality 
through  the  team. 

Significantly,  Gordon 
Cowans  was  among  his  first 
signings  last'  December  and, 
although  the  midfield  player 
left  for  Bradford  over'  the 
summer,  it  signalled  Kendall's 
intention  to  play  his  way  out  of 
trouble.  The  forward  line  of 
Andy  Walker,  Gareth  Taylor 
and  Petr  Katchouro,  a  Belarus 
international,  is  one  of  the 
Strongest  in.  the  division,  while 
Michel  Vonk  Is  a  redoubtable, 
old-fashioned  stopper  and 
Don.  Hutchison,  tbe  .  sort  of 
creative  player  who  would  be 
considered  a  luxury  -at  other 
dubs. 

“The  division  is  much  of  a 
muchness,"  Kendall  said.  “A 
lot  of  clubs- are  desperate  to  get 
into  the .  Premiership  because 
the  rewards  are  so  great  All  f 
can  say  is  that  we  are  among 
them.” 


Kendall  remains  bitter  about  his  sacking  by  Notts  County  but  has  rebuilt  his  career  with  Sheffield  United 


Stoichkov  threat  to  spurn  Bulgaria 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

HRISTO  STOICHKOV,  the 
volatile  Bulgaria  striker,  may 
have  played  his  last  game  for 
his  country.  His  demand  for 
changes  to  the  Bulgarian 
Football  Union's  hierarchy 
appeared  to  have  fallen  on 
deaf  ears  yesterday  when 
Ivan  Slavkov  was  reelected 
president  at'Anexfitaocclinaiy 
congress.'  called  after  com¬ 
plaints  about  tiie  union  man¬ 
agement  .. 

Stoichkov,  who  flew  from 
Barcelona  to  attend  the  con¬ 
gress  asa  guest,  left  before  the 
results  of  the  vote  were  an¬ 
nounced,  but  had  insisted  he 
would  stop  playing  for  the 
national  side  if  the  manage¬ 
ment  was  not  replaced. 

Stoichkov,  widely  recog¬ 
nised  as  Bulgaria's  most  gift¬ 


ed  player,  criticised  union 
officials  for  dismissing 
Dimitar  Penev,  tile  former 
coach,  and  dropping  his 
nephew,  Lyubostov  Penev, 
from  the  national  team. 

He  also  criticised  the  union 
for  accommodating  the  team 
at  “a  low  standard"  hotel  in 
Scarborough  during  the 
European  championships.  “A 
liquidation  of  .  the  national 
soccer  team  has  been,  per¬ 
formed  within  the  last  year,” 
Stoichkov  told  the  congress. 

Asked  whether  StoichkoVs 
absence  would  affect  the  nat¬ 
ional  team,  Slavkov  said: 
“This  is  not  a  groeeiy.  It  is  .up 
to  him  whether  he  plays." 

Slavkov’s  reappointment 
will  please  Hristo  Bonev, 
head  coach  of  the  national 
side.  He  said  on  Thursday 
that  he  would  resign  if  the 


congress  elected  a  president 
with  whom  he  was  unable  to 
work. 

□  Real  Madrid  have  signed 
Ze  Roberto,  die  Brazil  inter¬ 
national  from  Portuguesa  for 
an  undisclosed  fee,  the  dub's 
first  signing  since  the  Spanish 
transfer  market  reopened  on 
Sunday.  Lorenzo  Sanz.  the 
dub  president,  also  hopes  to 
secure  the  services  of  Thierry 
Henry,  from  Monaco,  and  of 
the  Sampdoria  midfield  play¬ 
er,  Christian  Karembeu.  be¬ 
fore  the  market  doses  on 
January  15. 

Deportivo  Coruna  had  the 
one  match  dosure  of  their 
Riazor  stadium  suspended 
yesterday  after  taking  their 
case  to  a  Spanish  civil  court 
Deportivo  can  now  play  Bar¬ 
celona  at  home  on  January  4. 
The  dosure  was  imposed  in 


October  after  a  referee  was 
struck  in  the  face  by  a  coin 
thrown  from  the  crowd. 

Terry  Venables,  the  former 
England  coach,  yesterday 
named  a  squad  comprised 
solely  of  home-based  players 
for  his  first  three  matches  in 
charge  of  the  Australia  nat¬ 
ional  team.  Venables  will  use 
the  four-nations  series,  with 
games  in  Melbourne.  Bris¬ 
bane  and  Sydney  from  Janu¬ 
ary  18  to  26.  to  assess  locally- 
based  players  before  the 
World  Cup  qualifiers. 

“Norway.  South  Korea  and 
New  Zealand  collectively  give 
us  high  quality  competition 
and  different  playing  styles," 
Venables  said.  “It  is  an  ideal 
opportunity  for  our  players  to 
demonstrate  their  ability 
against  different  and  good 
opposition." 


Loyal  Dodds 
opts  to  stay 
at  Pittodrie 


By  Kevin  McCarra 


HE  MAN’  not  quite  have 
defied  the  laws  of  gravity,  but 
Billy  Dodds  did  reverse  the 
natural  order  yesterday.  The 
Aberdeen  forward,  who  has 
scored  18  goafs  in  the  most 
successful  season  of  his  life, 
agreed  a  new  deal  with  the 
club  that  will  keep  him  at 
Pittodrie  until  1999.  This  was  a 
flagrant  infringement  of  the 
principles  that  govern  the 
football  world  since  the 
Bosnian  ruling. 

At  27,  he  has  never  been  so 
marketable  and,  with  his  con¬ 
tract  ending  next  summer,  it 
seemed  inevitable  that  he 
would  consider  a  lucrative 
move  to  the  Continent  Dodds, 
however,  has  dearly  noted  the 
progress  he  has  made  since 
signing,  from  St  Johnstone,  in 
1994  for  L800.000. 

He  is  a  more  mature  player 
nowadays  and  earned  his  first 
cap  for  Scotland,  as  a  substi¬ 
tute  against  Lama  in  the 
World  Cup  qualifier.  Aber¬ 
deen  will  be  delighted,  and 
perhaps  surprised,  to  find  that 
their  powers  of  persuasion 
have  proved  effective. 

Other  members  of  the 
squad,  including  Scon  Booth, 
are  also  out  of  contract  in 
June,  but  the  dub  may  now 
feel  that  the  process  of  disinte¬ 
gration  is  not  inevitable.  Roy 
Aitken's  team  travels  to  Rugby 
Park  today  to  meet  Kilmar¬ 
nock,  who  are  presently  in  the 
hands  of  a  caretaker  manager. 
Bobby  Williamson.  The  Ayr¬ 
shire  dub  are  rumoured  to  be 
considering  appointing -Mark 
Haleley.  the  Queens  Park 
Rangers  forward,  to  the  post 

Uncertainty  of  a  different 
variety  engulfs  Celtic,  where 
the  saga  of  Pierre  van 
Hooijdonk  may  just  be  limp¬ 
ing  towards  a  conclusion.  The 
club’s  leading  scorer  has  been 
in  financial  dispute  with  his 
employers  and  his  reaction  to 
a  new  offer  has  caused  contro¬ 
versy.  “Maybe  OK  for  the 
homeless,  but  not  for  an 
international  striker,"  the 
Dutchman  said  after  terms  of 
£7,000  a  week  were  proposed. 

The  remark  was,  at  the  very 
least,  tasteless  and  the  dub  is 
now  willing  to  sell  him.  Jorien 
van  den  Herik.  the  Feyenoord 
chairman,  is  keen  to  buy,  but  a 
valuation  of  around  £4  million 
could  prove  a  deterrent 

Phil  O’DanneU  could  play 
for  Celtic  for  the  first  time 
since  August  having  over¬ 
come  a  tingering  thigh  strain. 
Dundee  United,  their  visitors, 
have  been  revitalised  since 
appointing  Tommy  McLean 
as  manager  and  have  lost  only 
one  of  their  past  12  matches. 
Three  Scandinavian  signings 
have  added  experience  and  the 


pace  of  Robbie  Winters  and 
Andy  McLaren  in  attack  could 
discomfit  Celtic. 

Tommy  Bums's  team  can 
hardly  accept  anything  less 
than  victory.  They  are  already 
14  points  behind  Rangers  and 
the  thought  of  the  three  games 
they  hold  in  hand  provides 
only  a  modest  consolation. 
Rangers  themselves  will  feel  a 
degree  of  apprehension  over 
todays  trip  to  Tynecastle. 
having  lost  to  Hearts  there  last 
season. 

The  Edinburgh  dub,  how¬ 
ever,  have  Pasquale  Bruno 
suspended  and  five  other  play¬ 
ers  doubtful  through  injury. 
Hearts  are  also  facing  a 
Rangers  side  who  seem  to  be 
acquiring  a  keener  edge  in 
attack. 

Erik  Bo  Andersen  scored  a 
hat-trick  in  the  4-2  victory  over 
Kilmarnock  on  Tuesday  and 
he  now  vies  with  Ally  McCbist 
for  a  place  in  the  side.  Choos¬ 
ing  between  such  players  is 


Van  Hooijdonk:  offensive 

the  kind  of  dilemma  other 
managers  envy. 

Jocky  Scott  is  in  charge  of 
Hibernian  only  on  a  caretaker 
basis  and  he  must  reverse  his 
team's  dedining  form  if  he  is 
to  retain  any  hope  of  keeping 
the  job.  Today,  they  journey  to 
Raith  Rovers.  At  Fir  Park,  too. 
there  may  be  faint  feelings  of 
anxiety  since  Motherwell  and 
Dunfermline  will  recognise 
that  the  avoidance  of  relega¬ 
tion  remains  the  prime  objec¬ 
tive  this  season. 

No  matter  the  worries  of  the 
men  at  those  dubs,  their 
plight  is  far  less  severe  than 
that  of  Eamonn  Bannon.  Yes¬ 
terday  he  was  sacked  as 
Falkirk  manager  after  fielding 
an  ineligible  player,  John 
Clark,  who  scored  the  winning 
goal  in  a  match  with  St 
Mirren  last  month.  On  Thurs- 
„day  the  Scottish  Football 
League  ordered  the  fixture  to 
be  replayed  and  fined  Falkirk 
£25,000.  Now  Bannon.  too, 
has  paid  the  penalty. 


FOOTBALL 
Wc*-ofl  J  0  raifess  stated 
•  denoaas  aHcfcef  match 
FA  Carting  Premiership 

(1)  Blackburn  v  Mddlesbrough . P 

(2}  Chelsea  v  West  Haro . 

(3)  Everton  v  Leeds . . . . 

(4)  *  Leicester  v  Coventty - - _ 

(5)  Man  Uld  v  Sunderland  _ . . 

(61  Nottingham  Forest  v  Arsenal  .. .. 

(7)  Southampton  v  Derby  . . . 

(8)  Tottenham  v  Shall  Wed  . . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 
Liverpool  1811  4  3  35  17  37 
Aisenri  17  10  5  2  34  IB  3S 

Wmbiabon  1710  4  3  30  17  34 
Newcastle  17  9  3  5  27  IB  30 

Aston  Vila  17  9  3  5  22  15  30 

ManUrt  17  7  7  3  32  25  28 

Evenon  17  7  6  4  26  20/  27 

Chelsea  17  6  7  4  25  2B  25 

Short  Wed  17  6  7  4  18  19  25 

Tottenham  17  7  3  7  17  17  24 

Derby  17  S  7  S  19  20  22 

Leicester  17  B  3  B  17  22  21 

Leads 

Sundoriard  17  5 

West  Ham  17  4 

tfddfestonxjgh  IB  3 

Blackburn  17  2 

SotAhampton  17  3 

Coventry  17  2 

Notlm  Forest  17  1 

Nationwide  League 
First  division 

(9)  Crystal  Palace  v  Charlton  . 

110)  Gnmsby  v  Bradford . . . 

01)  HucWersflatd  vQPO  ....  . . — 

(12)  toswch  v  Stotie . - . 

(13)  Oldham  v  Manchester  City . 

(141  Port  Vatev  Norwich  . . 

05)  Reading  v  Portsmouth  . - . 

(16)  Sheffield  Utd  v  Barnsley . — 

(17)  Trewnere  v  Wotverhampton  .. .... 

(JB)  West  Brofnwchv  Oxford  Uld  ...  . 

P  W  D  L  F  APB 
23  11  9 
23  12  6 
2211  B 


17  6  3  B  15  20  21 
"  17  21  2B 


5  7 

6  7 
6  9 


22  IB 
33  15 


15 

_  21 

7  8  16  22  13 

4  10  24  32  13 

7  8  12  24  13 

7 


8  _  .. 

9  14  29  10 


Briton 
SheR  Uid 
Berm* 
Crystal.  _ 
Oxford  Uld 
Waives 
Norwich 
Stoke 
Trarmerd 
Bnwtgtam 
OPR 
Port  Vale 
Swindon 

jpawfih 
Portsmouth 
Charlton 
WrdBrom 
HudderJeld 
Reading 
Man  City 
Southend 
OWham 
Bradford 
Grimsby 


46 


23  9 
23  9 
22  9 

22  9 
21  9 

23  9 


3 
5 
3 

5  47 

a  31 
7 
7 

6 

9  31 


22  8  8  6  23 

23  8  7 
23  7  10 
23  9  2  12 

7  8  8 


..  32  42 

40  24  42 

41  26  41 
24  36 

.  .  22  33 
»  22  33 

28  27  33 

29  30  33 
29  32 
21  32 


8  29  28  31 

G  22  23  31 

32  30  29 
.  _  _  29  33  29 
23  B  5  10  28  30  £9 
22  9  211  24  32  a 

22  6 10  6  33  34  28 

23  7  7  9  26  31  20 

23  7  610  25  33  27 

22  B  213  26  35  2G 

23  5  9  9  23  40  24 


B  10 
711 


24  26  23 


21  37  22 


a 

22  5  6  11  24  41  21 
(nor  including  /ad  fngtt’s  match) 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE  Premiardwsiprt: 
Wctoch  v  Htfeswan:  gmbndge  L.  V 
Worcester  C.  ChrirraUord  y 
Ctaflertnm  v  Merthyr 
Graaserd  and  NorthB^v  SudbuyT. 
Grade*  v  HaamgB.  Newport  AFC  *»***£ 
fitona.fiiaisaion  vGfouasstet;  |»ngjra»ne 
v  Crate*  Mkfland  rSvWort  BfctevVS 
toy  Qudtov  T  v  Grantham;  Evesham  v 
33*  Hr3Sy  T  v 

D.  Max  G£wn  *  StoribrxtaK 
Pag*  r  v  Harwell:  RC  Warwcf  vSotfjJ 
Boro,  Sated  v  TtthStth.  Seuftewt  dt- 
vtsfarv  Sucteirfiam  T  tf 

cesierTvDaitodCtaifidHwftorttiErlh 

and  flefcedere  v  Crodeted;  FyehOT  .tr 

Wo^srviuper-Marc  Havarev  Twbr^e 

flr£vttWettocwae,'  TrowJWJge  T  v  Bashtog 
Wtoiry  v  Ftsher  London:  Taw  T  v  Newport 

mi:  . 

FA  CARLS8ERG  VAS£Tt«ram>d: 
JfcSuafl  Y  Ne*cas»  * 

Slanted  AFC.  ThW  -round 
Bridgnorth  v  SpaUnff.  Gteenwidl  tf 

Cowan*. 


Second  dMakm 

(19)  Blackpool  vYork - - 

(20)  Branford  v  Preston  . . . . 

(21)  *  Bristol  Rovers  v  Wycombe - 

(22)  Buy  v  Stockport . . 

(23)  Chesterfield  v  Bournemouth . 

(24)  Rotherham  v  Plymouth - - 

(25)  Watford  v  Gfflneham  — . . 

P6)  Wrexham  v  Bristol  City  — . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pte 
Luton  '  23  13  4  6  41  25  43 

Brentford  23  12  7  4  37  24  43 

MOwsI  24  11  8  5  33  24  41 

Bray  2211  7  4  35  22  40 

Brartey  23  11  4  8  31  24  37 

Stockport  2310  7  6  29  25  37 

Waited  22  910  3  25  19  37 

Chesterfield  22  11  4  7  22  17  37 

Wrexham  21  9  8  4  27  23  35 

Bristol  Cay  22  9  7  8  37  04  3* 

Craws  22  11  1  10  29  27  34 

York  ■  22  B  5  9  24  29  25 
Bnsiol  Rotors  S3  7  8  8  23  24  29 

Shrewsbury  23  7  7  9  28  35  28 

Preston  23  8  411  24  27  28 

Grkngham  23  7  6  11  23  29  26 

Writer  -  22  7  5  10  72  26  26 

Bournemouth  23  7  5 11  21  28  26 

Blackpool  23  5  10  8  22  27  2S 

Plymouth  23  5  9  B  26  33  24 

Poarborowh  23  4  B10  32  41  21 

Notts  Coiriy  22  S  611  IS  23  21 

Wycontoe  23  5  513  18'  33  20 

Rotherham  22  3  7  12  18  33  16 

(neg  nctotar®  lasr  nigtfe  mefetas) 

ThfeddMaJon 

(27)  Bamelv  Chester  . . . 

Gffl  Cardffl  v  Mansfleid  . . . — 

(29)  Caritele  v  Scunthorpe . . . 

(30)  Darirngton  v  Torquay - -  ...... 

(31)  Erreterv Swansea - - 

(32)  Harttepoo!  v  Lincoln - 

(33)  HUI  v  Doncaster . 

(34)  Scarborough  v  FLtihan . 

(35)  Wigan  v  Rochdale - - 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 

Futoam  23  15  4  4  37  17  49 

Ortsia  23  12  7  4  35  22  43 

Cartridge  Utd  23 13  A  6  34  28  43 

Wigan  .  22  12  5  5  .40  2S  41 

Scunthorpe  23 10  4  9  32  31  34 
Cardffl  21-10  4  7  25  22  34 

Cheater  22  9  6  7  25  24  33 

Cotanester  23  7  11  5  33  27  32 

Swansea  22  9  5  S  25  25  32 

Bar£t  22  8  8  6  23  17  32 

Northampton  23  8  7-fl  32  27  31 


Lmcoin 

Torquay 


_  a  7  8  29  34  31 
S3-  9  4  10  S3  24  31 


ScaSoWi  22  l  9  f  30  M  30 

rtii  23  6  11 .  a  20  25  29 

Roehctte  .  22  8  8  8  28  29  26 

23  7  511  22  32  26 
Herfepool  22  7  *11  2fi  29  & 

ManefoJd  22  5 10  7  22  23  25 

Leyton  Orient  12  8  7  3  17  <30  25 

ngnaatw  22  7  3  12  24  33  24 

I  Inmlriirl  .  23  3  5  12  25  34  23 

noflnqton  23  ■  £T  4  13  3141  22 
iSJ  23  4  4.15  21  42  14 
t Bnohton  /awe  mo  poirB  deducted 
(net  meriting  fasr  njghi  s  matches) 

VsuxhaU  Conference 
aassthvStaooi- 

(37)  Brtxnsgrcve  v  rtmuwra^.r  ...... 

(38)  Dover  vStaJybrtdge . . 

t— ) Hayes v Kettering  - - 

H  HednesfonJ  v  Gateshead  . . 

£—) .MacdesfteSd  vTaWwd  ... — . - 

(— )  MorBcarTOa  vAMncham 
t— jRuBhden&DvKktoerrrtnster 

(— )  Woking  v  Hattac . — . 

UNBOND  LEAGUE: .  PrUtaM  UMriwc 

tiooon  Uek 

BrjtraEg.gg"! 

asgytaSiV; 

^nftaftwSPwkAvenue.  , 


'  BetTe  Scottish  League 
Premier  dhrtston 

f3Sh  CbIuc  v  Dundea  Uld . 

(40)  Hearts  v  Rangets . 

(41)  KBmamockv  Aberdeen — . 

(42)  MothwvrellvCXjnfennfine  . . 

(43)  Rsith  v  hflbemien  . . .... 

First  dhrbrion 

M  Clwdebank  v  East  FHe . 

(44)  Sailing  vAsdrie  . . . 

Second  division 

(45)  Clyde  vBecwidc  . 

I— j  Uwngsttinv  Queen  Ol  South - 

WStermouseiTTuirvBrBChh  . 

Third  division 

(47 1  Inverness  CT  v  Cowdartbrath . 

(46)  Montrose  v  ASoa  — . 

(49)  Queen'3  Park  v  East  Stirling  - 

(— )  AMon  v  Ross  County . . 

lets  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMator:  Bishop's 

Stanford  v  Yeowi:  Chertsey  v  Dagenham 

end  Rad;-  DuMcft  v  Grays;  EnftaJd  v 

Boraham  Wood;  HmdOD  v  Carshatton; 

Heytridge  v  BrarVey;  Oxford  Cay  v 

KhjaBaiwi;  Sr  Atoans  v  Hanow  Sutton 

United  v  Staines;  Yeadtog  v  Httdvn.  Finn 

division;  Abingdon  T  v  Qeyton;  Aldershot 
T  v  Tooting  and  Mtoham:  Barton  Rovers  v 
Uarionr,  Bteflcay  v  Baskigstota;  Bognor 

Regia  v  Thame:  Cheshetn  v  Moireey; 


Whytataate  v  Canvey  Lstand.  Second 

tflvtslon;  Cheahunt  v  IMvanhoe;  Eogware  v 
Banstaed;  Ertram  v  Wembiey;  Hamel 

Hempstead  vuerktog:  Horsham  v  Bedford 

T;  Hungedord  v  ManopoHan  Poloe: 

Leathahead  v  Wfotfeor  end  Eton;  Leighton 
T  v  CoUer  Row  and  FtamtonJ;  T*xry  v 
Dotteng;  Wtite  v  Bracknat:  Mtftam  v 
Chalfont  St  Peter  Third  rMricxtBtainlreav 
Weeldsfone;  Carteriey  v  Trrg;  v 

Bet  Thuntsric  Epsom  and  Emm  v  Awtay: 

Harlow  v  Fteciova*  Hearti.  Ktngsoury  v 

Lems:  Notthwood  v  Hertford-.  Souihai  v 

Hornchurch. 

GILBERT  LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Carmar- 
thonT  vFSrtT;  Comafi'sOuay  vNavtown. 
Rhyl  v  Inter  Cable-Tat  Ton  Perfte  (r 
Uansantflrari:  Wristipool  v  Porthmadog. 

WELSH  CUP:  Fourth  round:  Aberystwyth  v 
Srbw  Vale;  Beny  v  Ceraes  Bay;  Briton 
Rsny  v  BP  Llandarty:  Caamarion  v  Conwy 
(2J0),  Grange  Ouns  v  Cwmbran  (2.0). 
MeBGfog  Path  v  Hatyvrefc  Forth  Tywyn  v 
Caerews  Ponhcswl  T  v  Pori  Tabot 
(2.0). 

ESSEX  SEMOH  LEAGUE:  Premier  * 
vhtare  Eton  Manor  v  Btwera:  HiOrid^ 
Sports  v  Burnham  Ramblere;  Word  VSaBron 
WaUarr  Great  tVaterng  v  Bestidon  Utd; 
SswbridDEwartti  v  Southend  Manor: 
Sanstedv  Ford  Utd 

LONDON  SPARTAN  LEAGUE  Premier 
dMMore  Ametshan  v  Hwhgey.  Baacons- 
fleid  SYCOB  v  Harwal;  Brmsdown  v 
Ctoydon;  Brook  House  v  Waltham  Abbey 
Horafaid  v  HBngcJon  Bora;  Si 
MargoGtobuiy  v  Coctdosiers  Horry 
Sureterlancf  ShteW  Cfflien  v  Odua;  Leyton 
CovBrtdtn 

COURAGE  COMBINED  COUNTIES:  Pre¬ 
mier  dMstom  Ash  v  Hanfoy  WWnoy.. 
BedTont  v  VMng  Sports,  CMpstead  v 
Sandhurst;  Cobham  v  Faflhem;  CcrinttMn- 
Caaeis  v  WesilteW:  Cranlwgh  v  Famtem; 
Metsthan  v  AsHord;  Baynes  Partt  Vale  v 
Naherne;  Fteading  v  Cov*,  Walton  Ceetata 

v  Godalming  end  GuMtod 

SCREWFK  - DIRECT  LEAGUE  Premier 
tflvbion:.  Bideted  v  MBnateOekt 
Brtdgwosr  v  BWngton;  Caine  vW^wr. 
Chard  v  Tonrgtoft;  Odd  Cfown  v  Tauson; 
Peuten  R  v  Bomstota;  Wastbury  v 
Tiverton.  Las  PbJUps  Cup:  First  round: 
Credton  vKeynsham. 

^WSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEAGUE 
Premier  tfvtoton:  Dae  v  Math:  Fatenham v 
Harwich  and  Parteston.  Great  Yarmouth  v 
Tlptw.  Hauagh  U  v  Gorteatorr.  ttataerfo  v 


Fefixstowe  P  end  T;  LoMStoft  v  Soham. 
Stowmariwt  v  Bury  T;  Suddwy  Rea  v 
Clacton:  Warboys  v  Woodbridge,  Wfebech  v 
Sudbury. 

MINERVA  SOOTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE 
Premier  cflvtaton:  Ariaaey  v  Btecho  Sparta. 
Sadiord  v  Harpertosn. 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE;  Ftr*a  * 
virion:  Tenon  v  Gosport;  Aerostrudurea  v 
East  Cowes:  Bourwnouth  v  Thatcham, 
Brod'enhurst  v  PetersOeld;  Chnstchurch  v 
Bamarton  Heath;  Cowes  Spans  v  Ports¬ 
mouth.  ftjwnton  v  WhOchutoh.  Easttegh  v 
BAT;  Rcmsey  v  Ryde  Sports:  Wlmixjme 
town  w  Andover 

UN  LET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE-  Fast 
dMaton:  Burgess  hfl  v  Shoraham:  East¬ 
bourne  T  v  Ha&socAs:  Lengnay  Sports  v 
Arundel;  Oertwood  v  Sotsay.  Peaoehaven 
and  Tetscombev  Horsham  YMCA;  PortfieJd 
v  Mle  Oak;  Soutbwtc*  v  Pagharrr,  Three 
Bridges  v  Haflsham.  Watehawk  v  Ra 
WlcKvSaiWean 


rRaigmer 


vmSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  Fust 
division:  Chatham  v  Thamesmead:  Coriv 
thian  v  Rjmess;  CroctenWJI  v  WHtsU&le; 
Deal  v  Canterbury:  Fofcestone  Invicte  v 
Tunbridge  Vlteis;  Heme  Bay  v  Cray: 
Sheppey  v  Lodswood;  Starts  Green  v 
Faverahanr.  Ramegaue  v  WoohMCh. 

UHLSPORT  UKHTHJ  COUNTIES  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dtvtalon:  Cogenhoe  v  Kompeton.  M 
Backstone  v  Boune.  Nanpart  Pognel  v 
Woanoro  N  %xncer  v  Long  Buctey: 
Spakfing  v  Hribeach.  S  and  L  Ooiby  v 
Potfoa  WolngboiOL^  v  Slanted,  up: 
Second  round:  Boston  v  St  Neals: 
Eynesbury  v  Decboraugh:  Ford  Sports  v 
Sotted. 

INTERLINK  EXPRESS  MIDLAND  ALLI¬ 
ANCE:  Berwel  v  Roceswr,  Bteienhaii  v 
Chasenwn;  Halesowen  H  v  Petsafl  V. 
Ru&haB  O  v  BtcsewlGh  T;  Eandmfi  v 
BoUmere  St  M;  ShUnal  T  v  Perehore  T: 
Knyoasley  V  v  StaoenhUt  Stratford  T  v 
Oidbuiy  Uld;  West  MtDnnds  Pofice  v 
VWunhril 

ENDSLBGH  MIDLAND  COMBINATION: 
Premier  tMriort  Ahechuch  v  Men  Ka 
Boiehall  S  v  Kings  Hearn;  Dand  Lloyd  v 
Handrahan  nmbers;  Hghgate  v  West 
Mkfiand  FriJ  Sennce;  Massey  Ferguson  v 
Knmvte;  Weifosbowne  v  Bitefon  Corrm^Wy 
CoOege;  Worcester  v  Coverrcry  Sphm*. 

BAMCS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premlet 
dhriricn:  Btonveh  S  v  WoNeitarnpUn  C: 
Cractoy  T  v  Wdvtrhampfon  (Jtd;  GemaJ 
Res  v  H3  Top  R;  Lyo  T  v  Mahwn  T: 
Stouroert  S  v  Dartaston:  Twtoale  v  Slated 
T;  Walsall  Wood  vLudfowT;  Wristfiakto  v 
Wecfoesfieto. 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Rrel 
dbbton  Chadcteton  v  Prastxs  Cables, 


Kkfewxwe  v  Blackpool  R:  Salted  /  Mane 
Road;  Si  Helens  v  Rossendale  League 
Cup:  Second  round:  Eastwood  H  v 
Bursoougn.  Maghut  v  Gfossop  North  End: 
Mosstey  v  CMneroe.  Penmh  v  Atoerton 
Celeries.  Tetley  Walker  v  Hotel  OB. 
TraBord  v  Oartwn:  VaurhaB  GM  v  Nartmch. 
NORTHBVi  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dhraaorv  Armthorpa  Wet!  ate  v 
Hatfield  Main.  Arnold  v  Ossett  Tm  AsWieid  w 
ThackJey;  Betoer  T  v  Ptckemg.  Bnog  T  v 
Gtassttaughtcin  Wetere;  Haflam  v  Sheffield: 
hfelby  MW  v  Uversedge.  Pcrrtefrac:  Cob  v 
Deneby.  Setoy  v  North  Ferity 
FH3ERATION  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE:  First  dMstan:  Otesier-le-Slteet  v 
West  AucUand:  Crook  t  South  STretos. 
Guaboroitei  v  BUrtetam;  Mutton  v 
Dunsion  Federation.  RTM  Newcastle  v 
Eazngton:  Seaharn  Red  Slat  v  Morpeth: 
SMeton  v  Whckham,  Ton  Law  v  ConwtL 
Whitby  v  Durham. 

SMIRNOFF  BUSH  LEAGUE:  Premier  tf* 
trbfon:  CMlonvIte  v  LnfieW;  Coleraine  v 
Portadouu  Gtenevon  v  Aids;  Glentoran  v 
Crusaders  First  tfvtriarr  Bafivdara  v 
Newty;  Bangor  v  Cfeateiy:  Lame  v 
Balymena.  Omagh  v  CamtX 
PRESS  8  JOURNAL  HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE’  Brora  v  Wick  Academy. 
Deveronvate  v  Budue  Thistle:  Ekjtn  v 
Lossiemouth.  Fort  WHiam  v  Ctach- 
nacudtfn.  Fraserburgh  v  Peterttaad;  Huntiy 
vCove 

SOUTH  EAST  COUNTIES:  First  tfvbtore 
Cambridge;  Uruted  v  Chattel  Athfobc 
111  Or.  Orefcoa  v  Totteiham  Hotcpur 
111  0).  Fulham  v  Mfflwali  (11.0).  Gflingham 
v  Queens  Park  Rangers  (1045).  Levton 
Otrent  v  Arsretal  (11 0);  Southerd  Unoefl  v 
Norwich  Cfty  [11  Oh.  Watford  v  Portsmouth 
€11-01:  West  Ham  United  v  Ipswtch  Town 
(11  Qj  Second  dbision;  Barnet  v  Wycombe 
Wanderers  (110):  Crystal  Palace  v  Col¬ 
chester  Urued  (1 1 0):  Luton  Tram  v  Bnsfot 
Rovers  HI  0);  Ortmd  United  v  Brentford 
(li  ft);  Reading  v  Srtehampton  (11  0): 
SvrlMon  Town  v  Bnghton  (1 1 8j :  Tottenham 
Hotspur  v  Bristol  CSy  (H  0);  Wimbtedor.  v 
Bournemouth  (11 01 

ARTHURUN  LEAGUE:  Arthur  Dunn  Cup: 
Fra  round  proper.  Carthusians  v 
MatVctnartSi  Haberdariwra'  v  Selopem. 
Replays:  Foresters  v  Cnolmeieiflns: 
waaans  V  Hanowans.  Promar  dtvtalnn: 
ChrgwBWens  v  Brenttsoods. 

OLD  BOYS'  LEAGUE:  Premier  dhrtston: 
Old  HatTBtorwns  v  Clapham  OX.  OKI 
r  Old  Krigsburtens:  >Dtd 
s  v  OUMeadoraans 
SOUTHERN  OLYMPIAN  LEAGUE:  Senior 
tiret  dvisfon:  Atoanlan  v  Southqate  County. 
Hale  End  ABi  v  Part  Old  Fmchletans  v 
Wfttan 


FOOTBALL 

FA  Carting  Premiership 

Aston  Vila  v  Wiirtbiedon  (4.0) . 

Nationwide  League 

FtoadivteJon 

SvwidonvBoltwi  (2  10) . 

ThW  dhrtston 

Leyton  Orient  v  Brighton  (12  30)  . 

FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Prsmier  dMston:  Bray  v  SIqo  (20):  Deny  v 
Bohemians  (3 15). 

HOCKEY 

MIDLANDS  INDOOR  CHAItf’SONSHKS: 
Ftnato:  Bated  T.  Stoupert  and  nm 
quarfysj  (at  ThB  Glades.  Krddcrrrenster. 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Mm  First  dlvistoK 
GuMord  v  Wettnnste  (7^;  Liverpool  v 
Cardiff  (3 JO).  Stockton  v  Ware  (4  0) 


Woman:  First  tfvbbn:  Ipswich  v  Thames 
Valey  (3  30) 

RUGBY  UNION 
Pllklngton  Cup 
FHBt  round 

Bristol  vBlacWteath  (3.0)  . 

Newcastle  v  West  Hartiepoot  (2.0)  ..  .. 
SRU  Intsr-tistrlct  championship 
Cateboniav  Scottish  Bordets 

(aiKlrteaWY.30) . 

Edintxirgh  v  Glasgow 
(81  Myrestcte,  2  30)  . 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 

KiCk-att230 

S3k  Cut  Challenge  Cup 
First  round 


borough 


SOUTHERN  AMATEUR  LEAGUE:  FTrst 
tfvtriore  Carsnalfon  v  Nat  West  bank 
Norseman  v  Old  Pamsterlans:  Okt 
Eslhamaiens,  v  Crouch  End  Vamps;  Poly- 
techmc  v  Cwfl  Service.  South  bank  v  OKI 
Aaomans 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES  pttfc-off  1030 
unless  stated)  FA  Premier  League 
Trophy:  Under-16:  Esse*  -v  Sus&e* 
(11-30|  London  Cup:  Undor-15:  Essex  v 
Sussex  (11.30):  Suffolk  v  Cambridgeshire. 
Engfish  Knowles  Cup:  Under-14: Essex  v 
Sussex;  Suffolk  v  Cambridgeshire. 
Arsenal  Trophy:  South  London  v 
Btackheath  Essex  Walsh  Shield:  Harlow 
v  Redbrtdqe  Wavier  Trophy:  Bariwtg  v 
South  Nathans  Kay  Trophy:  Beimond- 

av  Hackney  Star  Sited:  Enfield  v 
ngetei.  BP  League:  Bristol  v  Swindon 
Potarcup:  Ponsmouth  v  Gospcrt  South¬ 
ern  League:  Busted  v  Southampton. 
Swindon  v  Oxford:  Gosport  v  Reacting 
Stevens  Cup:  Southampton  v  Briqhton. 
Guggenheim  League:  Gosport  v  Read¬ 
ing.  Gooethand  Tropiy.  Gnmsby  v 
NoMngham  Yorkshire  Trophy:  Hitil  v 
Leeds  Junior  Star  League;  Wakefield  v 
South  Notts.  Notts  Cup:  Pinal:  Notting¬ 
ham  A  v  Eastwood.  West  Yorkshire 
League:  Huddersfield  v  Stofltekl  Vernon 
League:  Crosby  v  Mfrrai:  Preston  v 
Chester  Liverpool  v  Bootie:  St  Helens  v 
Ktrkljy.  Inter rassodation:  Shetfeld  v 
Huddersfield.  Wakefield  v  South  Notts 
Green  Trophy:  MacCiesfieid  v  Oldham 
Wrannal  Trophy:  South  Rttole  v  Black- 
docJ.  Inter  Town  Challenge:  Bury  v 
Blackburn.  HuddercteW  v  Sheffield.  Not¬ 
tingham  v  Gnrnstw  Lancashire  Cup 
South  Rflabte  v  Backnooi  Yorkshire 
Trophy.  HuS  v  Leeds.  Manchester  Cup: 
Stockport  vTiatford  Atcock  Cup:  Halton  v 
Stockport  Snowdon  Cup:  Liverpool  v 
Seflun  Staflodahire  League1:  Burton  v 
Wotverhampton  Wes  Midlands  League: 
Under-16:  iluneaton  v  Kings  Norton  and 
S  Berrtmgham. 

BASKETBALL 

BUDWBSER  LEAGUE:  Derby  v  Chester 
1730);  Leicester  y  London  Tower;  (7.30): 
Newcastle  v  Bmneftm  (7.30);  Hemd 
and  Watiord  v  Manchester  l7  30);  Thames 
Matey  v  Crystal  Palace  (8.0).  National 
League.  Men:  First  efivieiorv  Mat  Suosc-  v 
Bibrton  (7  30):  Nottinoham  v  Coventry 
(SO;.  Ovftwiv Solent  (60)  Woman:  First 
division:  Nonhamtaon  v  Sheffield  (8.01; 
Nottingham  v  Brmingham  (6  0).  Rhondda 
v  Braking  and  Dagenham  <6  30): 
Spey  home  v  Hsrtesdun  (6.0) 

HOCKEY 

MIDLAhDS  INDOOR  CHAMPIONSHIPS; 
Pralfcrinary  round  Group  C:  Beaaon. 
Brctm&cue.  Fdgbaslon  Hattwme 
Group  D:  Canrradt.  Kidderminslet. 
STiewsbury  West  Bridgtord  (at  The 
Glades.  Kiddermnsier.  9  30l 
CliS  MATCHES:  BasHgttokavWtfung. 
Bedford  v  Stevenage.  Brentwood  v 
Cheimsted  Bnslol  v  Bath  Buccaneere; 
Cambntte?  Nonads  v  Letchwcrth,  Cheam 
v  Tunbridge  Wete.  Exdet  Hornets  v 
Torbay,  Gloucester  City  v  Whitchurch; 
Huddersfield  v  Chesterfield:  Isca  v  Taun¬ 
ton  Vale:  Maidenhead  v  Surtourv  Mid- 
Suss**  v  Okt  Mkfwntigif&ans:  Newbury  v 
indan  Gym.  Nortiampior  Saims  v  Oricrd 
Hawks;  Did  Southerns!  v  Epsom;  Old 
Wdgittians  v  Ttfse  HU;  Robinsons  v 
YJastcury;  Stares  v  Bracknell: 1 
v  Oaon;  Wednestuiy  v  Burton. 
Gtouceetaremre  v  Wesmrv- super-Mata 

WOMEN’S  CLUB  MATCHES:  Bedford  v 
E«v  St  Etfrxfods:  Dieam  v  Horsham. 
CohrrtiBavYWffmiigtonParicEastcofov 
Maicteihead;  Enfiefo  v  Haves;  Epsom  v 
Poly.  Lewes  V  OroNboreugh.  Hartwmo  v 
Dutfey;  Harfcsfon  v  Copdock:  Lien  and 
Uan  v  St  regans;  PoniaheatWnretoranda  v 
Bath;  Tun  Wcte  v  East  Grmstoad: 
Thurrock  v  Harerlng:  WaBham  Forest  v 
Crostyrc  Wimbtefon  v  Wycombe 
Rye  v  Wotoigham;  Y«e  v  Weston. 


RUGBY  UNION 
fOcfc-ctfi  2.30  unless  stared 
Pllklngton  Orp 
Fifth  round 

Bath  v  London  Irish  (3  0)  . 

Cownoy  v  Kendal  (3.0t . 

Gloucester  v  Loads  (3.0)  . 

Harlequins  v  ChoHanham  (3.0)  . 

Letoesia  v  Newbuty  . 

Moseley  v  Wigton  (3  0)  . 

Nottingham  v  London  Scottish  (3  0)  .... 

Orretl  v  Bedford  (1  45) . 

Preston  Choppers  v  Northampton  (20) 

ReatSng  v  Saracens  (20) . 

Rotherham  v  Rosstyn  Park  (2.15J  .  . .. 

Sale  vflichrKind  (205) . 

Wakefield  v  Waterloo  . 

WaspsvRugby 

[al  Sudbury)  . 

Courage  Clubs  Championship 
Th'itd  dWteion 

Exeter  v  Havant  (3  0)  . 

HantiOBle'  v  FyUe  12  15)  . 

London  Welsh  vMoriey  (215) - — 

Lydney  v  Redruth  (30) . 

Whartedale  v  Uverpool  S  Helens  |2  15) 

Fourth  division  north 
Btfntingham/SoJthuB  v  Sandal  . . . 

Manchester  v  Aspafna . 

Stoke-on-Treni  v  Sheffield  . 

Stoutbridge  v  Nuneaton 

Worcester  v  Hereford  . 

Fourth  tfviaton  south 
Barking  v  Wes)  orv  super- tAiie 

Chatlton  Park  v  Asheans . 

Hgh  Wycombe  v  North  Walsham  (2  15) 

Mel  Pollca  v  Heffiay . 

Newbury  v  Tatard  .  P 

Pfyrnout  h  v  Camberiey . 

rfu  Intermediate  cup:  Rtm  round: 
North:  Bete3'®  v  Wotrertianpicn: 
Bmadsmel  v  Ludonuns.  Doncaster  v 
Dartmofon  Mowden  Patti;  Huddersfield  v 
SeJty  Oak;  Lincoln  v  Whrtdhurcft.  MaiHel 
Bosmcrtti  v  West  Park  Bramhope;  Eedgtey 
Park  v  MiddlesbiHign.  Wnri  v  Narttam 
SoLdfr  Cambridge  v  Coney  Hil.  Clndertord 
v  South  Mote:  Colchester  v  Oxford. 
Gutidted  and  CodaWrn  v  Matson:  CM 
Vcrutaman  v  Maidenhead;  Thane!  Wander¬ 
ers  v  St  tves  (2  0):  Watlngham  v  Sudbury. 
Woodford  v  Torquay  AlNac 
RFU  JUNIOR  CUP:  Frith  round:  London 
and  South  East  Deri  Wanderers,  v 
Fcrkesione:  Enfield  Ignaiions  v  Old 
AbbotsrervaiH:  Hadleigh  v  Midkind  Bat*-. 
Hrapenden  v  Fetiratowe;  Old  Ruatauans  v 
Tonbridqe  Midlands:  Bvmlngham  CBy 
Offioab  v  Alcssfor  Hope  VaBey  v 
Loughborough  Students:  Maitier  Rascn 
and  Louth  v  Nortoampton  Casuote  North: 
Bffcigtam  v  Seghrl;  Dews  and  Nartwfcfi » 
Writesey;  Redtfkh  v  HuddwsleW  YMCA. 
SouJttpOfl  v  Vert  FD  South  and  South 
West  cnipprg  Sod  bury  v  Topsham.  MBon 
KeyhSS  V  Pavtsuck;  Tadley  v  Wirscombe; 
Weds  v  Westoury  on  Severn 

Swalac  Cup 
Fifth  round 

Abacamv  YstradgynJais . 

Blaocwood  v  rtnvaun  . 

Nwvcastie  Bmlyn  v  Resolven  . 

Rhywoey  v  Ammaniord  (20) . 

UWICvAbenlterv  . 

Whtiiand  v  Bui&h  Weis . 

Wdah  National  League 
Fret  rflvtsion 

CaerphiDyV Newport  . P 

Cerdrtl  v  Swansea . P 

EdbwValevDunvant  ..  P 

UaneB  v  Bridgend  .  P 

Pontypndd  v  Neam  .  .P 

Trerrary  v  Newbridge  . P 

Second  dMston 

Aberavon  v  Maesleg . P 

Blackwood  vPontypool  . P 

Usndoveiy  v  Cross  Keys . P 

Y&radgyntais  v  South  Wales  Potee  P 


THIRD  DIVISION:  hen  fig  Hil  v  Pyle. 
Llanharan  v  Tenby  Untied:  Narberth  v 
Merthyr.  Penerti  v  Rumnejr  Tondu  v 
Mountain  Ash 

Tennents  Premtarshlp 
Third  division 

Stewart's  Mel  FP  V  Musseaxnt^i  (2.0)  . 
Fourth  dvirion 

Corslorphine  v  HUhead/Jordarthiil  (20) 
Granqe mouth  v  Gotdonlans  (20) 
Larighotm  v  Haritfingion  (2  01 
Insurance  Corporation  League 
First  division 

BaUymena  v  CHd  CSresceni . 

Gaftyroren  v  Dungannon  . . 

Laredcwne  v  Instomans  . 

Old  Brivodtee  v  Btecloocti  College 

Old  Wesley  vTerenino  Co*  . 

SJ  Mery's  College  v  Shannon  . 

Young  Mmaer  v  Cork  Constitution 

Second  (fivrsion 

Ctonlart  v  Highfirid . 

Dolphin  v  Dwry . 

Greystones  v  DLSP . 

Malone  v  Wanderers  . 

Monkstown  v  Sunday’s  Well  .  ... 

NIFC  v  UCC . 

Sherries  v  Becove  Rangers . 

Club  match 

Winning]  on  Parti  v  Walsal  (2 15)  . 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 
Kk*-ottZ  0  unless  stifled 
Silk  Cut  Challenge  Cup 
First  round 

Astiam  v  Thatto  Healh . 

Barrow  Island  v  Walerhead  . .  . 

Bevertay  v  Emtsasisy  .  .. 

Btackbrtx*  v  Kells . 

Dewsbury  Moor  v  Upon  and  FncHey 
Dudley  tell  V  Parti  Amal«re  (2  30) 

Ejs;  Leeds  v  Kingston  Comm  . 

East  moor  v  Wonh  Village  . 

Egreiruni  v  Folly  Lane  .... 

Feat herst one  Amateur  v  West  Bowing 
Hemel  Hempstead  v  Leeds  Uruv  (2.30) 
Heworth  v  Students  R  LO  B  (230] 

Hull  Dockers  v  Beont.  . 

Leigh  East  v  KriONey  Alb . 

Lergh  Miners  v  Famwcrth . 

Lodt  Lane  v  Slanrungley . 

Mayfield  v  Ecdes . - 

Milford  v  Norland  .  . 

MBom  v  hfiggntshaw . 

Moltjgrwn  v  Durham  Unlv . 

Nomiarion  v  Clayton . 

Oldham  St  Annes  vSiddal . 

Outfon  v  Ideal  A  B I . . 

Ovendan  v  Hritssngham  . 

RedhiB  v  London  Gotefiate 

ShawCrosavBRK  . . 

Shtrtaugh  v  Queens . 

ThorrttUl  v  New  Easwtch  . 

WalnayCertra!  v  WKtiield  Hole! .  .  . 

Wes  HuB  v  EasUfitl . 

Wigan  Si  Judes  v  Wigan  Rose  Bi  .  . 
Wigan  Si  Palriete  v  Halon  SC  (2.301  . 

Woofelon  v  Gateshead  12.30) . 

York  Acorn  v  Fryslori  . 

OTHER  SPOFiT 

EQUESTRIANISM;  OMnpia  Chanp- 

tonshps 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Superieagua  Basmg- 
slotie  v  Bracfoiril  (6  30);  Manchester 
v  Ayr  (6401.  Nottingham  v  Sheffield 
RD). 

LACROSSE;  Shepherds  Frientfly  Sod- 
ety  Loague:  Premier  cHrown:  Board- 
man  and  Ecctefi  v  CheacBe.  Heaton 
Mersey  v  Old  Waconrarts,  Siockport  v 
Moonhorpe.  Tvnperiey  v  Cheade 
HU  me;  HUmnans  v  Mdte 
POOL:  Mosconl  Cup;  Europe  v  Amer¬ 
ica  nine^iall  chaSenge  fa  Dagenham) 
SWIMMING:  ASA  nations!  winter 
championship  (a  Sheffield). 


y 
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THE  TIMES  GUIDE  TO  THE  PREMIERSHIP  THIS  WEEKEND 


I  ARSENAL _ 

Can  Stuart  Pearce  inspire  Fbr- 
est  to  rise  above  themselves, 
against  an  Arsenal  team  with 
no  Tony  Adams  in  defence  or 
Patrick  Vieira  in  midfield?  Both  are  bound 
to  be  missed,  but  Marlin  Keown  is  fit  again 
to  replace  Adams.  Dennis  Bergkamp 
returns  to  lend  flair  to  the  attack  and  Ian 
Wright,  strangely  subdued  against  Derby, 
will  surely  be  sharper  after  a  fortnight's 
rest.  This  is  one  game  that  Arsenal  badly 
need  to  win  to  maintain  an  increasingly 
valid  challenge  for  the  championship.  BG 


1  Min;  AcrrraavutA 

Ctyber  freaks  of  a  daret-ond- 
E  jt.  P  blue  hue  can  now  purchase  the 
perfect  Christmas  stocking  fill- 
er  with  the  launch  of  the 
“ultimate  CD  ROM”  interactive  guide  to 
Mila.  It  features,  apparently,  a  unique  view 
of  the  dub,  its  glorious  past;  player  profiles, 
a  bulletin  board  and  a  “virtual*1  Villa  section 
—  all  for  £27.99.  For  those  more  in  touch 
with  the  real  world,  and  needing  a  fix  of  the 
pre-Yuletide  hard  stuff,  Wimbledon  should 
provide  it  as  tire  visitors  to  Villa  Park 
tomorrow  RK 


1  ^—BLACKBURN  ROVS«  j 

vftv  The  cancellation  of  MiddLes- 
brough’s  visit  this  afteraocsi 
flfaWW.  enabled  Tony  Barkes  to  put  off 
• — —  the  decision  to  bring  back  Tim 
Flowers  until  Boxing  Day;  the  move.  ' 
though,  is  likely  to  confirm  Shay  Given’s  . 
derision  not  to  sign  a  new  contract  “He’s 
stilLhaving  talks  with  the  chairman,  but  he 
hasn’t  signed  yet”  Partes  said.  “He  wants 
first-team  football,  and  he  is  going  to  be  a 
top-line  ’keeper.  I  think  hell  see  out  his 
contract  until  the  summer,  then  probably 
go.”  Sunderland  lead  the  queue.  PB 


Chdsea  are  without  Frank 
Leboeuf  and  Dennis  Wise,who 
axe  suspended. -and,  Gianluca 
Viaili,  who  is  injured,  for  die 
vist  of  fodr  London  rivals.  Bnished  aside  at 
Leeds  and  Sunderland,  they  seem  to 
padbnn  only  at  home;  but  at least  they  now 
have  Eddie  Newton  bade  in  midfield  white 
Ruud  Gullit,  if  be  again  decides  to  play 
upfronL  could  threaten  >  West  Ham 
defence  whose  pails. are 'greater. than  the  ' 
whole.  Cheisca.  though,  badly. need  Di 
Matteo  to  recover  his  form7-  :■ . BG 


COVENTRY  CITY 

Spirits  are  high  It  Higgled 
Road,  after  the  midweek  derat 
of  Newcastle  United,  but  the 
..  biggest  banana  sjrin  of  them 

all.. Woking,  stOl  lurks^mmdJ^cOT^;. 
Damamivr  Cffttnn  i  hired?  Coventry  greet 


,  ed  the  FA  Cup  flurfl-rounu 

as  much  rdiSh  as  acondemned  n^n.Mtmg 

his  last  meaL  “Oh  godr  Uam  Da&u  the 
•City  defender,  yelped.  His  subsequent 
description  of  Clive 

Striker,  as  a  “poor  roan’s  peer;Bc-.rdslQr. 
.  should-  inspire  the'Swrey  side* 


^  DERBY  COUNTY 


^-mDerby  would  have  beaten 
yyv  Everton  with  half-decent  fin- 
ishing  on  Monday  night.  There 
is  no  question  yet  of  Jim  Smith' 
splitting  the  partnership  of  Ward  and 
Sturridge  up  front,  but  they  will  face 
pressure  if  Marino  Ram  berg,  Sweden’s 
young  player  of  the  year,  decides  to  accept 
the  offer  of  a  two-month  loan  spell  at  the 
Baseball  Ground.  He  recently  broke  into 
his  full  national  squad,  but  will  spend  the 
next  fortnight  on  trial  with  Intemazionaie 
before  giving  Smith  a  yes  or  no.  RH 


I  :  John  Scales'S  decision  to  join 
fiJ-  Tottenham  after  apparently 
agreeing  terms  at  Eliand  Road 
left  Leeds  frothing;  but  Everton 
have  nor  yet  forgotten  that  Nigel  Martyn 
did  much  the  same  when  he  went  to  Leals 
in  the  summer.  “I  got  the  impression  that  he 
wgtzxted  to  join  us,  but  then  the  agent  said 
’We've  got  to  go  see  Leeds  before  you  sign’.” 
Clift  Finch,  an  Everton  director,  said 
yesterday,  "and  that  was  the  last  we  saw  of 
him.”  Everton  will  hope  they  do  not  see 
much  of  him  in  a  starring  role  today.  PB 


EVERTON 


Lucas  Radebe  is  an  unlikely 
V  popular  hero,  but  the  South 

African  has  emerged  as  one  of 
the  key  players  in  George 
Graham’s  revamped  line-up  in  his  role  as  a 
man-marker.  “He’s  been  outstanding  in 
that  role.”  Graham  said  yesterday.  “Look 
at  the  people  he’s  marked  —  Zola,  Le 
Tissier.  Shenngham  and  McManaman. 
all  international  dass."  Radebe’s  next 
assignment  may  be  Nick  Baimfay.  Leeds 
may  be  able  to  be  more  positive  soon,  with 
Yeboah  dose  to  a  comeback.  PB 


[PteUus  Kaamark.  the  Sweden 
defender,  could  make  his  first 


starting  appearance  for  13 
months  as  Martin  O’Neill  is 
forced  to  reshuffle  his  defence  for  the  visit  of 
Coventry  this  afternoon.  He  can  expect  a 
rousing  reception  at  Filbert  Street  after  a  • 
miserable  .year.  /Kaamark  damaged  knee 
ligaments  in  his  second  game  for  the  dub; 
after  a  E840.000  move  from  Gothenburg, 
against  Bolton  last  November.  Injuries;- to 
SpencerPrior  and  Steve  Walsh  have  opened 
the  way  for  his  return  RK : 


livierpod  may  decided 
-not- to  defend  Ned  - Ruddock 
against  the  FA  charge  of  bring-, 
jng  the  game  into  disrepute, 
;after  his  newspaper  article  attacking  Alan 
V:'  Sugar,  the  Tottenham  chairman,  put  that 
:  ''  Jack  of  support  has  not  chastened  the  burly 

•  /  central  defender.  He  took  over  as  master  of 
-/.ceremonies  .  at  the  Liverpool  Christmas 

•  ’  lunch  at  the  training  ground  yesterday, 
-'leaving  the  journalists  to  stand,  out  nvthe 

cold  watching  the  jollities,  the  turkey  aid 
mince  pies,  inside.  PB 


MANCHESTER  UNITED 


Last  year,  a  poor  December  did 
not  prevent  Manchester  United 
from  winning  the  double.  This 
year,  Alex  Ferguson  knows  that 
his  team  cannot  afford  to  slip  up  over  the 
holiday  period.  “We  cannot  afford  to  give 
away  points  over  Christmas  this  year.” 
Ferguson  said.  "With  our  other  commit¬ 
ments,  we  don’t  want  to  be  playing  catch-up 
in  the  Premiership  over  the  second  half  of 
the  season.  We  must  not  allow  too  big  a  gap 
to  open  up  between  ourselves  and  the  teams 
above  us.”  wsPB 


With  19  professionals  either 
injured  or  victims  of  a  flu-type 
Z?  virus,  today’s  game  at  Black- 
"  burn  was  postponed  yesterday 
lunchtime.  The  illness  strikes  at  the  end  of 
a  year  in  which  Middlesbrough  have  won 
just  five  Premiership  fixtures  and  during  a 
run  where  they  have  gone  12  league  games 
without  victory.  Meanwhile  Bryan  Rob¬ 
son.  the  manager,  has  Vladimir  Kinder, 
from  Slovakia,  on  trial  along  with  Fabinho 
(cousin  of  .  the  wayward  Emerson),  who 
may  be  retained  as  a  reserve.  LT 


NEWCASTLE  UNITED 


Newcastle  seem  determined  to 
rub  shoalders  with  Europe’s 
best.  They  could  do  with  win¬ 
ning  same  silverware,  though, 
and  the  home  engagement  against  liver- 
pool  on  Monday  is  undoubtedly  one  of  foe  - 
pivotal  fixtures.  Disgusted  by  their  defeat  at 
Coventry  this  week,  Kevin  Keegan  sat 
sulking  on  his  own  in  foe  team  bus.  Two 
men  central  to  the  outcome -are  Alan 
Shearer  and  Nal  Ruddock,  his  likely 
Liverpool  marker,  one  of  whose  children 
has  the  Newcastle  No  9  as  godfather.  LT 


Pigs  were  reported  flying  .oyer 
the.  City  ■  Ground  yesterday 
when  Irving  Korn,  foe  chair- 
.  man.  told  journalists  assemb¬ 
led  for  foe  unvoting  of  Stuart  Pearce  as 
caretaker-manager  foal  foe  dub  was  not. 
after  all,  ,  in  crisis.  " Just  paper  talk,  he 
explained.'  Forest  set  a; record  this  week-after 
a  sixteenth  successive  Premiership  game 
without  a  win.  sit  bottom  of  foe  table,  and 
are  unable  to move  in  foe  transfer  market 
until  foe  takeover  is  complete,  ft  is  time 
Korn  realised  foe  gravity  of  matters.'  RH 


SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY 

jhgt  M  Wednesday’s  trip  to  Tottenham 
pits  two  of  the  league's  more 
thoughtful  tacticians,  David 
Pleat  and  Gerry  Francis, 
against  each  other,  and  foe  latter  will  be 
mindful  that  Pleat's  men  have  already  won 
at  Newcastle  and  Liverpool.  When  Wednes¬ 
day  do  wed.  the  unsung  Mark  Fembridge 
often  performs  wonders  in  midfield,  while 
Pfeter  Atherton  can  prove  a  most  attentive 
man-marker.  That  said.  Des  Walker’s 
handling  of  Teddy  Sheringham  promises  to 
be  foe  duel  of  the  match.  LT 


I  ip  SUNDERLAND _ j 

MjgrjB  Wearside  women  have  voted 
ffiWM  Lionel  Perez  Sunderland’s  sexi- 
est  player.  The  goalkeeper  ap¬ 
parently  fancies  a  career  as  a 
film  star,  but,  today,  at  Manchester  United, 
his  mind  should  be  fully  occupied  by 
keeping  Eric  Cantona,  another  cult  hero,  at 
bay.  The  French  pair  were  once  team-mates 
at  NImes,  and  Perez  said:  “It  will  be  great  to 
see  Eric  again.”  He  will  need  to  be  at  his 
very  best  because  Sunderland  have  not 
triumphed  at  Old  Trafibrd  for  29  years  — 
not  since  the  year  Perez  was  bom.  LT 


HOW  THEY  STAND 


1. Liverpool _ 

2  Arsenal _ 

.  3  Wimbledon  _ 

4  Newcastle _ 

-  5  Aston  Vffla . 

6  Manchester  Utd 
Z-Everton-u^r^n; 

r\£Cf*6ea... . 

r  -r\  ff  Sheffield  Wed  „ 

JJ.'.  -10  Tottenham _ 

.  VS*  Derby 

'  *12  trfpestwr-i - 

J  -r- 13  Lfeeds -..-ili. _ 

14  SwUatand 

•  IS  West  Ham  _ _ 

.  t6  Wfidcflesbrough  . 

,  - .  17  Blackburn 
.  18  Southampton  ... 

19  Coventry _ 

20  Nottnr  Forest  - 


Goal 

_ _ -R-ittSt  diff 

_ 18  37  +18- 

_ 17  35  +1B 

. . ....  17  34  +13 

_ 17  30  +8 

. 17  30  +7 

.  17  28'  +7 

-~rT7“2r— +*-- 

-  17  25  -1  ' 

— — .  17  25  -1  : 

. -  17  24  0 

- 17  22  -1 

- 17  21  -fi  r 

— _ 17  21  '  -5:: 

„.„,.;i-17-20-— =4“ 
-- —  17  IS  -7 

- 18  15.  •  -12- 

_ l  17  13  rG 

_ _  17  .13-  -8 

■(MMMM  17  13  -12 

_ _ 17.10.-l5 
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t  SOUTHAMPTON  .  | 

So  farewell  ;  then,  Aly  Dia, 
whose  "reoimimendatian”  to 
Southampton  by .  “George 
Weah”  proved  bogus.  Transfer- 
listed  Neil  Maddison  has  a  new  lease  of  life 
and  captained  foe  side  an  Wednesday  for 
foe  first  time  in  his  ten  years  at  The -Deli. 
Graeme  Souness  is  happy  to  have  versatile 
performers  available,  especially  as  a  carti¬ 
lage  operation  forces  Dodd  to  miss  the 
holiday  programme.  Monjcou  replaces  the 
suspended  van  Gobbel  and  Neflson  could 
return,  but  not  Le  Tissier  NS 


3 TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  1 

Nice  to  see  you,  to-see  you,  nice 
bk  ...  devotees  of  White  Hart 
Lane  are  likely  to  get  their  first 
view  of  new  boys  John  Scales 
and  Steffen  Iversen  this  afternoon,  when 
Sheffield  Wednesday  come  a-visrting. 
Scales  survived  a  hostile  reception  at  Leeds 
United  last' Saturday,  and  a  90-minute  run¬ 
out  ftn1  the  reserves  againstBristd  Rovers  in¬ 
midweek,  while  Iversen  has  safely  negotiat¬ 
ed  two  away  matches-  “I  am  fairly  happy  so 
far,"  Iversen  said.  “Once  I  get  to  know 
everyone,  it  will  be  better."  RK 


I  ——WEST  HAM  UNITED _ | 

AHH9  Iain  Dowie  has  long  been  the 
wHRif  butt  of  terraoe  humour,  and  his 
own  goal  against  Stockport 
County  will  nre  help,  but  no 
one  can  doubt  his  honesty — or  his  courage. 
It  was  revealed  yesterday  that  Dowie  ted 
tried  to  play  on  and  atone  for  his  error  on  a 
broken  right  leg.  He  will  be  out  for  up  to  12 
weeks,  but  will  be  at  Stamford  Bridge  today 
cm  crutches.  “It  was  a  bit  foolish  to  try  to 
stay  on."  he  said,  “but  I  will  live  with  foe 
mistake  for  years.  There  are  no  excuses.  I 
said  I'm  Sony  —  that's  all  you  can  do."  KP 


I  rreri  WIMBLEDON  I 

Re  2| 9  Sam  Hammam  took  the  play^ 
ers  out  last  Monday  for  a 
seasonal  celebration.  "We’ve 
ted  a  nice  hard  week  to  get  it 
out  of  us."  Robbie  Earle,  the  midfielder, 
said  after  training.  “It’s  competitive,  but  foe 
boys  enjoy  it,  and  most  stay  on  and  do  a  bit 
extra,  irs  the  sign  of  a  haroy  dub.”  A  long, 
unbeaten,  injury-free  run  helps,  of  course, 
and  can  overcame  blips  such  as  the  fine  of  a 
week's  wages  imposed  on  Vinnie  Jones  by 
his  colleagues  for  injudicious  remarks 
made  to  a  newspaper  last  weekend  NS 


Reports;  Brian  Gtanvffle.  Peter  Bafi.  RusssS  Kampson.  Richard  Hobson,  Louise  Taylor,  Nick  Szczepanlk. 
Keith  Pte.  David  Maddock.  Stafistics;  Jtdan  Dasborough 
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BLACKBURN  v 
MIDDLESBROUGH 


IT 


t  CHELSEA  v 

WEST  HAM  ’VB 

TICKETS;  3oW  oul  ||^| 

10-YEAR  FECORD:  1-0. 1-1.  —  — .  — .  2-1.  — .  2-0, 1-a  1-2 


w)rm 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

CHELSEA  (from):  Grodas,  Hitchcock.  Coigan,  Petrescu.  Phelan, 
Johnson,  S^idair,  Clarke,  Myers.  Burley.  Mmto,  Newton.  Dubeny. 
Di  Matteo,  Zola,  NrchoUs,  Gulftt.  Hughes 

WEST  HAM  (from)-  MiWosko,  Breaker,  Dicks,  WflTamscn.  Potts. 
Bishop,  R leper.  Raducioiu.  Rowland.  Brown.  Moncur,  Durr.itresco. 
Bowen.  Hugtws.  Lampard,  Bilic,  Porfirio  Mautone.  Sealey. 


EVERTON  v 
LEEDS 

TICKETS:  Seats  avatetote 


10-YEAR  FECORD:  — .  — ,  — .  — ,  2-3, 1-1. 2-0. 1-1. 3-0, 2-0 

HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

EVERTON  (from):  SouthaB,  Bared,  hfinchcfiffe,  Watson,  Urtsworth, 
Kanchetskte,  Speed,  Grant.  Parkinson,  Ferguson,  Branch,  Stuart 
Short.  Barmby,  Hottiger,  Gerrard.  Rideout 

LEEDS  (from):  Martyn,  Kefly,  Palmer.  Beesley.  Radebe.  HaHe. 
Sharpe.  Wallace.  Ford,  Bowyer,  Fkjsh,  Deane,  Yeboah,  Weftwratl, 
Harie,  Kewefi.  Jackson,  Catfeerts,  Beeney 


LEICESTER  V 
mg'-  COVENTRY 

PH  TICKETS:  Sold  out  IHf 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-1.  — ,  — .  — .  _  _  2-2,  — 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

LEICESTER  (from):  Kefer,  Grayson.  Watte,  Prior,  Kaamwk, 
MarshalL  Izzfit,  Lennon,  Parker.  Oaridge.  Taytor,  He^rey, 
Campbefl,  WSsoa  Poole,  Lawrence,  Lewis. 

COVENTRY  (Irom):  Ogrizovie,  Tetter,  Daish,  DubOn,  Shaw, 
Wffcams,  Rrchardsoa  McAiRater,  Safako,  Whelan,  Huckerby,  Jess 
Borrows,  Boland,  Genaux,  FBan. 


MANCHESTER  UNITED  v  % 

F  SUNDERLAND  vj  / 

|  HCKETSt^oU  out  •_ 

10-YEAR  FECORD:  — .  — .  — .  — .  34}.  — .  -.  — 


MANCHESTER 
Paftster.  frwin,  J< 
Beckham,  P  Ne1 

SUNDERLAND 
Bafi.  Bracewefl, 
Bridges.  Preece 

HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

UNITED  (from):  Schmeichel,  G  NevAta.  May. 
ohnsen,  Butt.  Scholes.  Cantona,  Sdskjaer.  Giggs, 
rifle,  McCtefr,  Poborsky,  van  der  Gouw. 

(from):  Perez.  HM,'  Kubidki,  Melville.  Ord,  Kafiy, 
Rae,  Gray,  RuSfieD,  Agnew,  Slewart,  Aistoa 

LEADING  SCORERS  I 

13:  Ian  Wrigfd  (Ate 
10:  Alan  Shearer  | 
-0:  Fafcrtdo  Ravan* 

isnaQ 

Newcastle).  Hobbia  Fourier  (Liverpool) 

iW  (Mkkflestmigh) 

Efan  Ekotoi  (Wmh 
7:  Las  Ferdinand  j 

ledon),  Giantuca  VtaB  (Chelsra) 

Nawcastla) 

L  . ...  Q 

RAMPIONSHIP  BETTING  | 

:  1G-1:  Aston  VI*.  25-1:  WtmbJadcn,  2S-1:  Everton,  33-1:  Chefsaa. 
;  125-1:  Tottenham  Hofapur.  Odds  suppled  by  Ladbrokes 

3  The  ofBdallraBrnetsae  of  the  PA  Carting  PrHmi«sh^j 


NOTTINGHAM  FOREST  v  . 
ARSENAL 

TICXETS:  Ssats  available 
10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-0, 0-t,  T-4. 1-2, 0-a  W,  0-t. —.  2-2. 0-1 

HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

NOTTINGHAM  FOREST  (from)  Crossfey.  Lyttte.  Peace.  Cooper. 
Warner,  Phillips,  Haariand,  Woan,  Aten,  Saunders.  Hone, 
Campbell. 

ARSENAL  (probable)-  Urfoe,  McGowan.  Keown.  Linighan,  Boufcf. 
Wmterbum.  Garde.  Merson.  Platt.  Bergkamp.  Wright  Subs, 
Hartson.  Shaw,  Morrow,  Parlour,  Bartram, 


TOMORROW 


ASTON  VILLA  V 
WIMBLEDON 

TICKETS:  Saateavaiabfe  HH| 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  00.-0- 1, 0-3, 1-2  2-1. 1-0, 0-1.  7-1. 2-0 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

ASTON  VILLA  (from):  Bosdch.  Ottites,  Nelson,  Wright.  Scfrneca, 
Staunton,  Ehiogu,  Townsend.'  Draper.  Taytar.  Yorke.  Milosevic. 
JoacWm,  Johnson,  TBer,  Henriria,  Farretiji. 

WIMBLEDON  (from):  Sulfivan.  Cunningham.  BladoveO.  Perry, 
Kmbfe.  ArdJey,  Earte.  Jones.  Fear,  Hofosworth,  LeonhartteBa 
Gayle.  Btoku. 


T^.  SOUTHAMPTON  v 

I*  DERBY 

lljl  TICKETS:  Suets  awdsbta 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-2.00. 2-1, 0-f.  — .  — . 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

SOUTHAMPTON  (from):  Beasant,  Diyden,  Lundekvam, 
Maddison,  Bertowic,  Maatton,  OaUey,  Sister,  Ostenstad,  Watson. 
Poser.  MorvKou.  BeneA,  Hughes,  Nefem 

DERBY  COUNTY  (from).  Houtt  Rowed  McGrath.  SSmac, 
Laursan,  Ryrm/Asanavic,  D  Pomes,  C  Powett.  Ward.  Steridge, 
Deffly,  Getibiadini,  Wfflwna,  Taykx.  Csslay.  Yates.  Gabon . 


MONDAY 


t  NEWCASTLE  v 

UVHtPOOL  TB 

TICKETS:  Sold  otd 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  (hZ.  1-4.  S-Z  -.  .  30.  m,  2-1 


NEWCASTLE  (frW 
GHespfe,  Lae.Bdar 

UVERPOOL  (from 
McAleer,  Thomas, 
Fowler.  Bergar. 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP  .  . 

A;  Smtaefc  Watson,  Peacock,  Afoot,  BtotL 
Shota.  Shearer,  FerdfrSxl.  . 

^tames. /Wright;'  Matteo,  Ruddock.  Babb, 
terns,  BJomebye,  McManaman.  CoJfymore. 


r  ?  X  TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 

/  SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY^^Br 

! _ |  TK3KETS:  Saafs  avadabte 

TO-YEAR  RECORD:  1-1. 2<i.  CHL  M.  — .  0-2  1-3. 3-1. 1-0 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  (from):  Walker,  Carr.  Carrcbefl,  Fox. 

S?kfrod-  NW«!n'  tisnss 

Sheringham.  ivereen.  Scales.  ABen.  Nethereott,  Rosenthal 
oaarusen. 

isjs- 
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Shilton,  the  Peter  Pan  of  football,  plays  his  thousandth  league  match  tomorrow.  “In  that  critical  second  in  the  striker’s  mind,  he  looks  as  unpassable  as  King  Kong/ 


;;:c  * 

*  '  * 't.- 


in  a  league  of  his  own 


u  popular 


Au 


nances 


The  queues  for  the  signature 
of  Fteter  Leslie  Shilton  were 
longer  than  for  Santa’s 
grotto,  which  says  some¬ 
thing  for  the  enduring  attraction  of 
England’s  oldest  active  profession¬ 
al  footballer,  as  well  as  die  proper 
priorities  of  Christmas  shoppers  at 
the  Lakeside  centre  in  Essex.  After 
all,  it  is  not  every  day  that  the  dash 
from  Marks  &  Spencer  to  Pizza  Hut 
is  blocked  by  a  footballing  legend: 
1.000  league  games,  come  Leyton. 
Orient’s  home  match  against 
Brighton  tomorrow  afternoon,  47 
years.  125  England  caps. 

About  100  strong  for  the  whole 
hour,  the  line  shuffled  slowly 
towards  the  familiar,  dark  figure 
hunched  over  a  desk  piled  high 
with  postcards.  Shilton  took  trouble 
over  each  request  engaged  in 
endless  small  talk  and  conducted 
himself  with  the  professionalism 
that  has  marked  his  playing  career. 
His  hands  are  surprisingly  delicate 
.and  undamaged,  considering  the 
sort  of  punishment  a  litany  of  great 
strikers  have  given  them  over  the 
past  30  years,  but  the  pen  still 
seemed  as  small  as  a  pin  in  his  fist 
"David  Seaman?  You  should 
have  seen  this  bloke,”  a  father 
chided  his  son.  "Seaman  wouldn’t 
have  a  look-in  if  ShUts  had  been  in 
his  prime."  Shflton  looked  on 
benignly,  considering  the  compli¬ 
ment;  then  turned  a  weary  eye  to 
the  next  in  line,  a  West  Ham  United 


PETER  SHILTON 


THE  FACE  OF 
FOOTBALL 


imMMh 


By  Andrew  Longmore 


fen,  who  remembered  Shflton  from 
his  Leicester  Oily  days  and  had 
been  cursing  him  ever  since.  Brief¬ 
ly,  they  swapped  memories. 

“Who  was  that  bloke  . . .  dark¬ 
haired,  stocky,  striker  who  used  to 
play  for  you  way  back?"  Shilton 
asked.  They  settled  on  Brian  Dear. 
“I  remember  a  game  we  had  in  my 
early  days.  West  Ham  hardly  got  a 
kick,  but  about  five  minutes  from 
the  end  he  nicked  erne  past  me,  went 
in  off  die  post."  After  all  these  years, 
it  still  hurts.  “Ary  goal  that  gets 
past  me,  for  dub  or  country,  I  treat 
as  a  personal  disaster,"  he  confided 


once.  There  have  been  fewer  than 
most,  on  the  field  at  least 

Satisfied,  the  signed  photograph 
in  hand,  the  West  Ham  man 
retreats,  wishing  Shflton  hick,  for 
tomorrow.  "He’s  done  us  a  few 
times,  he  has,"  he  said,  turning 
back  for  a  final  look.  “Remember 
that  cup  game  against  Stoke  when 
he  saved  that  penalty  from  Hurst? 
No  idea  to  this  day  how  he  did 
that”  He  shook  his  head  in  the 
manner  of  so  many  thwarted 
strikers  down  the  years.  “One  of  the 
greats,  you  know."  Who  was  die 
photo  for?  “Me  son,  he’s  32."  He 
was  two  when  Shilton  made  his 
first  Football  League  appearance, 
against  Everton,  at  the  age  of  1& 
Leicester  won  3-0. 

In  the  background,  Barry  Hearn, 
who  has  lured  Shilton  from  West 
Haro's  reserves  and  bade  into  firsts 
team  football  with  Orient,  looks  on 
like  a  doting  grandfather.  His  hair 
has  not  weathered  as  well,  as 
Shilton’s.  “He’s  only  a  year  youn¬ 
ger  than  me  and  his  stretching 
routine  makes  me  fed  tired."  he 
said.  “I  swapped  Les  Sealey  for  him 
three  weeks  ago.  the  best  piece  of 
business  I’ve  done  in  years.  He 
made  six  world-dass  saves  against 
Bury  and  we  got  a  point  The  thing 
is  we  don’t  have  to  worry  about  our 
end  any  more.  We  just  have  to  score 
in  theirs." 

Brian  Clough  said  much  the 
same  when  Nottingham  Forest 


SHILTON'S  RECORD 


MOST  LEAGUE  APPEARANCES 


-  ;  League  games  - 

Other 

Total 

999:  Peter  Shilton 

LEICESTER  CITY 

286 

40 

326 

.  824:  Terry  Paine 

4,  STOKE  CITY 

HO 

.11 

121 

.  797:  Tommy  Hutchinson 

..NOTTINGHAM  FOREST 

202  V 

70 

272 

‘  782:  Robbie  James 

1  SOUTHAMPTON 

"188  •- 

54  ;  ■' 

242 

.  777;  .Alan  Oakes 

.DERBY  COUNTY 

175 

36 

211 

77th  John  Trollope 

PLYMOUTH  ARGYLE 

34 

9 

43 

:  764:  •  Jiinmy  Dickinson 

BOLTON  WANDERERS 

1 

0 

1 

.  .  762:  RoySprosoh 

:leyton  orient 

-  3 

.  0 

3 

758:  ,  Billy  Bonds 

999 

220 

1219 

758:  -•  Ray  Clemence 

SHILTON’S  LANDMARKS 


K 


SHILTON’S  HONOURS 


.  Bom:.  Leicester,  Sept  1 8, 1 949. 

Height  6fL  Weight  14st  21b. 

Club  debut  May  4, 1966  (Leicester  City  v  Everton): 
England  debut  Nov  25, 1971  (v  East  Germany’)..- 
England. record:  125  apps  (a  recor^.Qnd«-M:13  apps. 
FootbaliLeagueXl:  4  apps. 

Npv.1974:  Transferred  tdStdke  City  for  goal  keeping, 
•world  record  fee  of-325,000.  • 


EUROPEAN  CUP:  1979  and  1 980  (Nottingham  Forest). 
CHAMPIONSHIP:  -1978  (Nottingham  Forest). 

"FA  CUP:- Finalist  (1969.  Leicester  City). 

LEAGUE  CUP:- Winner  (1979,  Nottingham  Forest). 
Finalist  (1980,  Nottingham  Forest). 

SECOND  DIVISION  CHAMPIONSHIP:  1971 
(Leicester  Citvl. 

PFA:  FOOTBALLER  OF  THE  YEAR;  1978. 

MBE:  appointed  1986.  QBE:  appointed  1990. _ 


won  the  championship,  straight  up 
from  the  second  division,  in  1978 
and  Shilton  kept  25  clean  sheets. 
“He  cost  me  £270,000  and  he  was 
worth  every  penny,"  Clough  wrote 
in  his  autobiography.  “A  good 
goalkeeper  can  save  you  18  points  a 
season  and  he  was  a  class  act." 

These  days,  you  start  negotiating 
with  goalkeepers  at  about  6ft  3in. 
“The  bigger  the  better,”  seems  to  be 
the  motto.  Shilton  lacked  height, 
but  not  width.  In  that  critical  split 
second  in  the  striker’s  mind,  he 
looked  as  unpassable  as  King 


Kong.  Peter  Withe,  the  centre 
forward  in  the  championship  sides 
of  bath  Forest  and  Aston  Villa,  had 
a  better  record  than  most  against 
Ills  old  team-mate. 

“He  always  had  a  thing  about 
being  bigger  than  he  is."  he  said. 
“At  the  top  of  his  game,  he  gave  the 
impression  he  was  oft  2in  or  6ft  3in, 
but  in  fact  he  was  just  about  oft  in 
his  boots.  He  was  just  so  agile  and 
he  worked  so  hard. 

“At  Forest,  he  used  to  pull  off 
save  after  save,  and  we  would  be 
thinking:  ’Flipping  'eck.  he's  turn¬ 


ing  cartwheels  for  as,  we'd  better 
do  something  here.’  When  you  have 
a  'keeper  like  that  behind  you.  it 
gives  everyone  a  boost,  and  it  didn't 
half  sicken  off  the  strikers  in  the 
other  team." 

Without  Ray  Clemence  and  the 
dithering  of  "successive  England 
managers,  Shilton  might  have  won 
200  international  caps,  and  he  still 
refused  to  believe  that  anyone  was 
better  than  him  when  he  was 
briefly  the  England  goalkeeping 
coach  under  Graham  Taylor. 

Shilton  had  many  character 


failings.  The  list  of  his  off-field 
misdemeanours  is  as  long  as  his 
collection  of  clubs  —  Orient  is  his 
eleventh  —  and  almost  as  varied. 
But  self-belief  travelled  with  him 
every  step  of  the  way.  He  still 
harbours  a  quaint  dream  that  he 
might  play  in  the  Premiership 
again.  Probably  not  with  Layton 
OrienL 

What  was  so  strange  about 
Shilton  was  that  his  extraordinary 
sense  of  discipline  dissolved  the 
moment  he  crossed  the  white  line 
back  to  reality.  He  was  as  profli¬ 
gate  off  the  field  as  he  was  miserly 
on  it.  He  won  his  bottle  with 
alcohol,  but  his  domestic  life  kept 
the  tabloids  in  headlines  and  he  is 
still  laden  with  debt  A  chat  with  the 
great  man  this  week  cost  about  25p 
a  league  game. 

Back  at  the  Lakeside,  a  pale 

Sman  with  a  bad  cough 
:  in  the  miniature  goal, 
fielding  shots  from  passing  child¬ 
ren.  Luke  Weaver,  Orient's  reserve 
goalkeeper,  17,  has  had  his  immedi¬ 
ate  ambitions  blocked  by  the  arriv¬ 
al  of  the  newcomer,  but  every 
Monday  and  Thursday  he  trains 
and  listens  and  watches,  aware  that 
this  is  a  priceless  investment  in  his 
future.  "I  used  to  go  down  to 
W'atford  with  Peter  Bonetti.  but  this 
is  better,"  he  said.  “He  still  works 
hard  and  his  reflexes  are  still  sharp. 
Not  a  bad  guy  to  be  dropped  for. 

ehr 


Middlesbrough  in  dock 
n  pros  over  postponement 
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THESE  are  bad  days  for 
Middlesbrough.  As  if  errant 
Brazilians  and  a  leaky  defence 
did  not  offer  problems 
enough,  injuries  and  a  viral 
epidemic  yesterday  persuaded 
them  to  postpone  this  after¬ 
noon’s  away  game  against 
Blackburn  Rovers,  and  they 
will  face  an  FA  Premier 
League  disciplinary  hearing 
in  the  new  year. 

Mike  Lee,  the  FA  Premier 
League  spokesman,  said  in  a 
statement  “The  FA  Premier 
League  had  no  discretion  to 
approve  such  a  postponement, 
and  the  rules  dearly  state  that 
a  dub  is  obliged  to  fulfil  its 
fixture  obligations."  Under¬ 
standably,  Blackburn  reacted 
angrily  to  Middlesbrough’s 
unilateral  derision. 

“This  is  a  big  derision  now 
for  the  Premier  League, "  Tom 
v*  Finn,  the  Blackburn  secretary, 
said  yesterday.  “1  can  under¬ 
stand  that  smaller  dubs  some¬ 
times  can’t  field  a  team,  but  in 
these  days  of  £20  million 
turnovers,  and  multimillion 
pound  teams,  you  should  have 
squads  to  cope  with  such 
eventualities.  It  is  a  huge  issue 
of  the  Premiership’s  cre- 
dPbiKty.'* 

Middlesbrough  have  17 
players  fit,  although  three  are 
goalkeepers  and  five  are 
young  players  not  yet  in  the 
first  team  squad.  In  their 
present  predicament,  without 
a  Premiership  win  in  12 
games,  they  dearly  fdt  that 
that  is  not  enough. 

“We  could  not  have  done 
ourselves  justice,”  Bryan  Rob¬ 
son,  the  Middlesbrough  man¬ 
ager,  said  yesterday.  “I  would 
have  had  to  indude  six  debu¬ 
tants,  and  that  would  not  have 
been  fair  to  anyone.  Not  one  of 
those  players  are  over  20  years 
ofage." 

Middlesbrough’s  reluctance 
to  play  in  those  drimznstances. 
with  Juninho,  Pearson, 
Vickers,  Fleming.  Stamp  and 
Moore  among  the  injured, 
Bede  and  Whyte  among  the  flu 
sufferers,  can  be  uot&sfood. 
but  it  is  hard  to  avoid  the 


By  Peter  Ball 

fading  that  that  is  the  luck  of 
the  draw.  "It  would  be  unfair 
to  the  playing  public  to  go 
ahead,"  Robson  claimed;  but 
the  Blackburn  public,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  expected  crowd, 
might  not  agree. 

Certainly,  with  Middles¬ 
brough  on  a  bad  run,  and 
Blackburn  improving,  the 
home  dub  officials  were  eager 
for  the  game  to  be  played. 
"We’ve,  got  a  huge  game  on 
Baring  Day  against  New¬ 
castle,”  Finn  said,  "and  now- 
this  puts  even  extra  pressure 
an  that  one.  because  we  could 
be  in  the  bottom  three  through 
no  fault  of  our  own.” 

Blackburn’s  unhappiness 
was  not  helped  by  not  learning 
of  the  postponement  officially 
from  the  Premier  League  of¬ 
fice  until  after  the  supporters 
had  heard  on  the  lunchtime 
news. 

With  no  provision  for  the 
League  to  grant  a  postpone¬ 
ment.  Middlesbrough  have 
been  charged  with  a  breach  of 
regulations  and  will  face  a 
disciplinary ’hearing.  The  dis¬ 
ciplinary  pand,  by.  contrast, . 
has  wide  discretionary  pow¬ 
ers,  and  could  do  anything 
from  finding  that  there  were 
extenuating  circumstances  for 
Midfflesbrough's  action  _  to 
fining  the  dub,  deducting 
points,  or  indeed  awarding  the 
match  to  Blackburn.  “If  the 
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Robson:  reluctant  to  piny 


Premier  League  starts  talking 
about  just  financial  penalties, 
I’m  sony,  but  that  just  isn’t 
sufficient,”  Finn  said. 

With  Liverpool  and 
Newcastle  United  meeting  at 
St  James’  Park  on  Monday, 
there  is  an  opportunity  today 
for  Arsenal,  Manchester  Uni¬ 
ted  and  Everton  to  make 
things  even  tighter  at  the  top. 
Aston  Villa  and  Wimbledon 
will  meet  tomorrow  in  the  only 
other  game  between  two  of  the 
leading  dubs. 

A  visit  from  Arsenal  is 
usually  the  last  thing  that  a 
dub  in  turmoil  wants,  but 
Stuart  Pearce  may  regard 
today  being  as  good  a  time  as 
any  to  face  them.  Injuries  and 
suspensions  mean  that 
Arsenal  will  be  without  Dixon 
and  Adams  from  their  back 
five  and  Vieira  from  midfield. 
Bergkamp  and  Kecrwn  return, 
and  Remi  Garde.  Arsriie 
Wengers  other  French  sign¬ 
ing,  stands  by  to  make  his 
debut  in  Vieira's  place. 

Manchester  "  United  face 
Sunderland  at  Old  Trafford, 
knowing  that  their  Premier¬ 
ship  credentials  are  on  the 
line,  with  Alex  Ferguson 
warning  that  they  cannot  aff¬ 
ord  to  slip  any  further  behind. 
At  full  strength  they  are  prob¬ 
ably  the  strongest  team  in  the 
■league,  but  the  injuries  to 
Keane  and  Cole  have  left  them 
looking  less  than  totally 
convincing. 

Keane,  however,  has  begun 
jogging  and  is  expected  to 
make  his  comeback  on  New 
Year's  Day  and  Cole  will  play 
in  a  rearranged  reserve  match 
an  Monday.  Thqr  cannot  re¬ 
turn  too  quickly  for  United. 

West  Ham  United  go  to 
Chelsea  without  their  striker, 
Iain  Dowie,  whose  unhappy 
week  was  complete  yesterday 
when  it  was  confirmed  that  he 
had  broken  an  ankle  in  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  tie  at  Stockport 
on  Wednesday  as  well  as 
scoring  an  own  goal. .West 
Ham  have  taken  Mike  New¬ 
ell,  the  Birmingham  City  for¬ 
ward,  cm  loan 


Repentant  Weah  says  moment  of 
madness  will  never  be  repeated 


George  Weah,  is  un ar¬ 
guably  a  model  of  his 
time.  He  is  already 
the  1996  world.  European  and 
African  footballer  of  the  year. 
He  has  since  crafted  perhaps 
the  finest  goal  in  the  history  of 
the  game,  running  from  his 
own  penalty  box  through 
seven  gentlemen  of  Verona  to 
finish  with  incomparable  ath¬ 
leticism,  breathtaking  compo¬ 
sure.  And,  when  the  new  year 
polls  are  counted,  either  he, 
Alan  Shearer,  or  Ronaldo,  the 
astonishing  young  Brazilian 
of  Barcelona,  will  be  next 
year's  world  No  I. 

Imagine,  then,  George 
Weah  writing  the  most  hum¬ 
bling  of  letters  to  Fife,  the 
world  governing  body  of  his 
game. 

“I  am  writing  to  you  to 
apologise  for  the  unfortunate 
situation  that  occurred  in 
Porto,"  he  began  his  letter  two 
days  ago  to  Sepp  Blatter,  the 
Fifa  general  secretary.  “Please 
extend  my  deepest  regrets  to 
Fifa  and  the  entire  football 
body  for  the  situation, 
eperially  since  you  chose  to 
give  me  the  Fair  Play  Award 
lor  1996. 

"You  have  given  me  the 
greatest  honour  and  because 
of  a  moment  of  craziness 
through  provocation.  I  have 
caused  you  embarrassmenL  1 
have  always  viewed  football 
as  a  sport  for  unification  for 
now  and  for  tomorrow  — 
unification  in  the.  sense  of 
bringing  people  together  — 
and  that  concept  wUl  always 
remain  in  my  head  through¬ 
out  my  career  and  after.” 

It  was  because  of  the  way  in 
which  Weah  used  his  head  — 
lost  it.  in  fact  —  that  he  was 
having  now  to  craft  such  an 
apology.  On  November  20 
Weah  broke  the  nose  of  Jorge 
Costa,  the  Porto  defender, 
with  a  savage  butt  in  the 
tunnel  after  a  Champions’ 
League  match.  AC  Milan, 
who  pay  Weah’s  wages,  auda¬ 
ciously  tried  to  tell  the  world 
that  nothing  significant  had- 
taken  place:  Weah.  his  wife 
and  other  witnesses  main¬ 
tained  that  the  headbutt  was  a 
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reaction  to  serious  foul  play 
perpetrated  against  Weah  by 
Costa  in  both  meetings  of  the 
teams  and.  Weah  still  insists, 
severe  racial  taunting  from 
the  Portuguese. 

Uefa  added  five  more 
matches  to  Weah’s  one-match 
suspension  this  week.  How¬ 
ever,  the  governing  body  of 
European  football  did  not 
take  action  against  Costa. 
Rene  Eberie,  the  disciplinary 
committee  secretary,  said  that 
there  was  no  proof  of  the 
alleged  racial  remarks. 

The  decision  has  enraged 
not  only  Weah’s  family  but 
also  the  minister  for  sport  and 
youth  in  Liberia,  his  home¬ 
land.  "1  am  appalled,  sad¬ 


dened.  dismayed,"  Francois 
Massaquoi  said  this  week. 
“They  are  punishing  Weah. 
but  what  are  (hey  going  to  do 
with  Costa?  Are  they  not 
going  to  punish  him  because 
he  is  a  while  boy?" 

Oh  dear.  The  politician 
furthers  his  intervention  by 
speculating  that  Uefa  and  Fife 
have  concocted  the  punish¬ 
ments  so  that  they  can  avoid 
giving  an  African  the  presti¬ 
gious  award  for  the  second 
year  Tunning.  How  one  wish¬ 
es  that  the  politician,  particu¬ 
larly  one  from  a  land  which 
had  ostracised  Weah  until  his 
fame  became  so  beneficial, 
had  kept  quieL 

in  fact,  almost  the  opposite 
has  happened.  Weah  was 
given  the  award  last  year, 
when  he  won  little  of  import 
precisely  because  it  was  a 
fallow  year  in  the  sport  and  a 
gesture  towards  the  rising 
continent  of  the  game  could 
be  made. 

Moreover.  Joao  Havelange, 
stubbornly  proving  IhaL  at  80, 
he  remains  a  law  unto  him¬ 
self.  said  last  week:  “Fifa  has 
selected  the  Liberian  JWeah\ 
for  its  fair-play  award  and  will 
not  change  that  derision.  A 
gesture  in  reaction  that  was 
provoked  cannot  cancel  out 
ten  years  of  fair  play  every¬ 
where  and  in  every  com¬ 
petition.” 

When  it  was  suggested  to 
Havelange  that  Weah’s 


Weah  in  action  for  AC  Milan  against  Porto  last  month 


assault  on  Costa  was  premedi¬ 
tated,  the  Fifa  overlord  retort¬ 
ed:  "Nonsense.” 

So,  while  there  is  proof  that 
one  of  the  greatest  players  in 
the  game  committed  common 
assault  on  an  aggressive  op¬ 
ponent  the  judgments  sug¬ 
gest  that,  if  Costa  were  to 
follow  through  his  threat  to 
take  Weah  to  court  the  de¬ 
fence  would  be  very  thin.  And 
the  game,  inevitably,  would 
suffer. 

If  there  was  racism,  it 
should  be  condemned.  Uefa 
failed  appallingly  to  deal  with 
this  during  Euro  96.  when 
Hristo  Stoikhov.  of  Bulgaria, 
admitted  that  he  had  used 
racist  remarks  to  taunt  Mar¬ 
cel  Desail ly.  of  France.  “Ev¬ 
eryone  does  iL”  Stoikhov  said. 

No  sir.  they  do  noL  But 
it  is  a  sad  reflection 
on  the  most  popular 
game  played  on  earth  that 
men  will  stoop  to  such  meth¬ 
ods.  methods  of  cheats  and 

biggots.  And  the  response 
within  football  has  been  no¬ 
where  near  universal:  for 
example,  Hussein  Ali,  of  Ku- 
waiL  has  been  suspended  for 
a  year  and  fined  5,000  Swiss 
francs  (£2,500)  by  Fifa  for 
verbally  abusing  and  spitting 
at  a  referee. 

We  have,  sadly,  come  an 
awful  long  way  from  the  days 
of  Tom  Finney  and  Pele  — 
men  who  would  be 
colourblind  so  far  as  their  rare 
is  concerned.  They  have  re¬ 
spect  for  their  game,  for  one 
another,  and  Finney  spoke  of 
“ambassadors"  yesterday.  So 
does  Weah  in  his  fatten 
“The  situation  will  never 
happen  again.  I  will  make  it 
my  special  duty  io  teach 
youngsters  coming  up  in  the 
foothall  world  that,  even 
though  temptation  exists  at 
times  within  the  game,  fight¬ 
ing  is  not  the  solution.  1  will 
never  make  you  ashamed  of 
me  again.  I  will  always  be 
grateful  for  all  you  have  done 
to  uplift  my  career." 

He  signal  himself.  “George 
Weah.  Liberia  Sports 
Ambassador." 


Samaranch 
plays  down 
Fifa  threat 
to  withdraw 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

JUAN  Antonio  Samaranch, 
president  of  the  International 
Olympic  Committee,"  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  he  was  not  worried 
by  a  threat  to  withdraw  foot¬ 
ball  from  the  Olympic  Games. 
“There  hasn't  really  been  any 
danger  that  the  sport  could 
disappear  from  the  Olym¬ 
pics."  Samaranch  said. 

Samaranch  was  responding 
to  comments  by  Joao 
Havelange.  the  president  of 
Fifa,  football's  world  govern¬ 
ing  body,  who  criticised  the 
sport’s  role  in  the  Olympics 
and  the  organisation  of  the 
Atlanta  tournament. 

Havelange  had  said  that 
football  had  gained  nothing 
financially  from  the  Atlanta 
Games  and  could  be  pulled 
out  of  the  Olympics  if  it 
continued  to  be  "margin¬ 
alised1'. 

Officals  in  Abu  Dhabi  yes¬ 
terday  defended  the  quality  of 
football  on  display  at  the 
Asian  Cup  in  response  to  a 
report,  being  prepared  for 
Fifa.  that  is  critical  of  the 
standard.  The  early  draft  of 
the  report,  prepared  by  a 
leading  Western  coach,  sug¬ 
gests  that  Asian  football  is  not 
progressing  and  is  critical  of 
the  performances  of  South 
Korea  and  Japan  in  the  cup. 

“We  know  about  the  report 
and  we  are  expecting  it  soon 
after  the  end  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment."  Jurg  Nepfer.  head  of 
Fifa's  technical  department  in 
Zurich,  said  yesterday. 

The  Asian  Football  Confed¬ 
eration  (AFC)  lias  been  espe¬ 
cially  upset  over  the  criticism 
of  South  Korea  and  Japan, 
who  will  co-host  the  2002 
World  Cup.  "The  AFC  has 
nothing  to  fear  where  the 
quality  of  football  is  concerned 
as  demonstrated  by  the  excel¬ 
lent  performances  of  Japan 
and  Korea  at  life  Atlantic 
Olympics  and  by  Korea  and 
Saudi  Arabia  at  the  1994 
World  Cup."  Peter  Velappan. 
secretary  of  the  AFC.  said. 
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Bath  looking  to 
rise  above 
internal  strife 
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Can  you  help  to 
pick  tiie  game’s 
greatest  moments? 
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Crawley  forms  strong  alliance  with  vice-captain  to  force  Zimbabwe  onto  defensive 


Hussain  puts  England  in  driving  seat 


From  Simon  Wilde  in  Bulawayo 


BULAWAYO  (third  day  of 
Jive):  England,  with  six  first- 
innings  wickets  in  hand,  are 
70  runs  behind  Zimbabwe 

THERE  is  sometimes  a  fine 
line  between  success  and  fail¬ 
ure  and  Nasser  Hussain  tip¬ 
toed  along  it  precariously  on 
the  third  day  of  the  first  Test  at 
Queens  Club  here  yesterday. 

The  England  vice-captain 
turned  the  first  ball  he  faced, 
from  Paul  Strang,  down  off  his 
hip  and  saw  it  slip  through  the 
fingers  of  Stuart  Carlisle 
crouched  three  feet  away  at 
short  leg.  Had  the  catch  stuck, 
England  would  have  been  92 
for  three  in  reply  to  Zimba¬ 
bwe’s  376.  They  would  have 
been  on  the  run.  Instead 
Hussain  stayed  —  and  stayed 
and  stayed.  For  the  next  five 
hours  he  battled  away,  with¬ 
standing  the  loss  of  two  part¬ 
ners  in  disheartening  fashion 
to  daw  England  back  into  the 
match.  At  the  start  of  play, 
bookmakers  had  judged  them 
to  be  20-1  outsiders,  yet  at 
stumps  yesterday  they  were  in 
a  position  from  which  they 
may  well  yet,  sometime  tomor¬ 
row.  force  a  win. 

Shortly  before  the  dose 
Hussain  reached  a  richly  de¬ 
served  century  and  wifi  re¬ 
sume  this  morning  with 
England  on  306  for  four,  his 
own  innings  worth  101  and  his 
partnership  with  John 
Crawley  worth  126.  Crawley 
having  played  beautifully  for 
three  hours  for  his  51.  With  the 
pitch  turning.  England  need  to 
bat  well  today  to  build  a 
substantial  lead  and  give 
themselves  a  realistic  chance 
of  beating  opponents  whose 
temperaments  they  have  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  are  suspect 
under  pressure. 

The  most  encouraging  as¬ 
pect  of  the  batting  of  Hussain 
and  Crawley,  neither  of  whom 


ZIMBABWE  First  Innings  376  (A  Flower 
112.  A  D  R  Campbell  84). 

ENGLAND  RrS  Innings 

N  V  Knight  Ibwb  Otonga . 56 

(104m vi.  79  bals.  9  tours) 

A  Atherton  tow  b  PA  Strang  16 
iSTnrin,  43  balls.  2  lours) 

+A  J  Stewart  tow  b  P  A  Strang  ...  48 
1149mm.  123  balls.  8  tous) 


N  Hussain  not  out  ' . 101 

(313mm,  244  balls.  13  tours) 

G  P  Thorpe  c  Campbell 

bP  A  Strang . 13 

(23min,  23  bafts.  3  lours) 

J  P  Crawley  not  out . 51 

(183mm.  153  balls.  7  tours) 

Extras  (b  4.  lb  2.  w  1.  rto  14)  .  21 


Total  (4wkts,  108  overs,  419mtn)  306 
R  D  B  Croft.  D  Gough.  A  D  MuBaBy.  C  E 
W  Silverwood  and  P  C  R  Tutntfl  to  bai 
FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-48  (Kr«gM29). 
2-92  (Stewart  14j,  3-160  (Hussain  24). 
4-180  (Hussam  31) 


was  in  the  England  side  when 
it  last  played  a  Test  overseas, 
was  their  willingness  to  graft 
in  unfavourable  conditions, 
knowing  also  that  after  them 
there  is  little  batting  to  come. 
With  the  pitch  having  less  life 
in  it  than  expected,  the  ball  did 
not  come  on  to  the  bat  and. 
with  the  fields  spread,  there 
was  no  option  but  to  chisel  out 
the  runs. 

As  expected,  the  main  threat 
to  England's  well-being  came 
from  Strang;  the  promising 
Zimbabwe  leg  spin  bowler, 
who  was  never  treated  with 
anything  less  than  respect  He 
took  two  of  the  three  wickets  to 
foil  yesterday  as  England  ad¬ 
vanced  their  score  to  238  and 
caused  Hussain,  who  admit¬ 
ted  to  not  being  able  to  read 
Strang  every  time,  to  twice 
more  tiptoe  along  the  thin  line 
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before  a  third  century  in  six 
Tests  was  his- 

Twice  after  reaching  his 
half-century  Hussain  narrow¬ 
ly  escaped.  The  first  time  he 
swept  within  inches  of 
Houghton,  who  spent  some  of 
the  day  off  the  field  with  back 
trouble,  and  the  second  time 
spooned  an  attempted  puli 
over  the  head  of  Whittail,  who 
might  have  moved  more 
quickly  at  mid-on. 

Crawiey,  on  the  other  hand, 
appeared  to  pick  Strang  every 
time,  confirming  his  reput¬ 
ation  as  the  best  player  of  leg 
spin  in  the  England  side 
alongside  Atherton.  He  has 
given  the  impression  on  tills 
tour  that  he  Is  on  the  brink  of 
transforming  himself  from  a 
batsman  of  promise  into  one 
of  real  stature. 

The  only  other  bowler  seri¬ 
ously  troubling  England  was 


BOWLING:  Streak  23-6-52-0  (nto  8:  7 
tours;  6-2-1 1-0.  3-1-21  -0. 6-2-8-0. 3^ 
7-0.  5-1-64));  B  C  Strang  17-5-54-0 
(rib  2;  7  fours;  5-0-21-0. 5-0-22-0. 7-5- 
11-0);  P  A  Strang  37-10-83-3  (12 
tours:  14-4-25-1.  20-6-46-2  3-0-12-0); 
Otonga  17-1-72-1  (nb  7.  w  1 : 10  tours: 
1-0-100. 6-1-22-1. 50-240, 50-160): 
Whillafl  7-2-190  (4  lours;  one  spell):  G 
W  Flower  7-3-200  (2  loub;  one  spefl) 
SCORING  NOTES  (third  day):  Lunch: 
128-2  (43  oOers.  179min;  Stewart  29. 
Hussain  12).  Tea:  231-4  (76  owes. 
299min:  Hussain  61.  Crawley  19) 
Second  new  bait  261-4  (68  were)  at 
3,32pm 

Umpires:  R  S  Dunne  (New  Zealand) 
and  I D  Richardson  Third  umpire:  R  B 
Tiffin. 

Match  referee:  HanumarS  Singh 
(India]. 

TEST  TO  COME:  Second  (Hararei 
December  26  to  30 
□  CompdeJ  0 y  Bis  Fonda)/ 


Streak,  who  began  the  day 
with  a  disappointing  spell  but 
returned  later  to  better  effect, 
especially  with  the  new  ball  80 
minutes  before  the  close.  But 
he  lacks  the  vitality  that 
brought  him  so  many  wickets 
in  the  past  two  years  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  Hussain  and 
Crawley  should  not  cany  on 
in  the  same  vein  today. 

That  England  were  in  trem¬ 
ble  earlier  in  the  day  was  not 
all  of  their  own  making.  The 
second  wicket  to  foil,  which 
left  them  precariously  placed 
at  160  for  three  —  which  soon 
became  180  for  four  -—was  the 
result  of  a  most  unfortunate 
blunder  by  Ian  Robinson,  the 
home  umpire,  who  is  not 
having  a  happy  match. 

Stewart  was  on  the  receiv¬ 
ing  end  and  will  rue  his  ill  luck 
all  the  more  as  he  had  spent 
the  morning  playing  himseif 
in  and  began  the  afternoon 
brightly,  be  and  Hussain  scor¬ 
ing  freely  against  Bryan 
Strang  and  donga.  To  stem 
tiie  flow  of  runs,  Paul  Strang 
was  recalled  and  In  his  first 
over  Stewart,  on  48,  pushed 
his  left  leg  down  the  pitch  and 
missed  an  attempted  sweep. 
The  ball,  a  leg  break,  struck 
Stewart’s  pad  in  line  with  off 
stump  and  arguably  would 
have  not  only  gone  on  to  miss 
that  stump  but  also  another 
entire  set  as  well. 

It  was  the  third  questionable 
derision  Robinson  has  made, 
the  two  earlier,  ones  having 
worked  to  England's  advan¬ 
tage.  Waller  was  adjudged 
caught  at  short  leg  on  the  first 
day  off  a  ball  that  appeared  to 
hit  only  his  pad.  And  30 
minutes  into  play  yesterday 
Knight  was  reprieved  on  48 
when  he  misread  Paul 
Strang's  googly  and  was 
struck  on  his  baric  pad.  Knight 
was  showing  less  enterprise 
than  he  had  the  previous 
afternoon  and  fell  for  the 
addition  of  only  eight  more 
runs,  leg-before  to  Olonga's 
slower  ball.  Olonga  is  only  20 
years  of  age  and  a  raw 
operator,  but  this  was  a  fine 
bail  that  swung  late  and  beat 
Knight  comprehensively. 

Stewart's  unfortunate  de¬ 
parture  was  soon  followed  by 
that  of  Thorpe,  who  could 
have  no  complaint  about  the 
manner  of  his  going.  He  was 
the  victim  of  perhaps  Strang'S 
best  ball  of  the  day,  a  googly 
that  bamboozled  him  com¬ 
pletely,  beat  Andy  Flower,  the 
Zimbabwe  wicketkeeper,  but 
not  the  diving  Campbell  at 
first  slip.  It  leaves  Thorpe 
more  out  of  form  than  ever 
with  143  runs  to  his  name 
from  eight  tour  innings. 


>  buiawayo  scora^A^Mk 


Hussain  plays  powerfully  through  the  covers  during  his  century  for  England  at  Queens  Club  yesterday.  Photograph:  Stu  Forster/ Allsport 
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Pearce  faces  the  press  on  his  first  day  in  charge 


Pearce  agrees  to  tackle  his  hardest  task  yet 


By  Richard  Hobson 

STUART  PEARCE  has  never 
been  one  to  shirk  a  challenge, 
but  yesterday  he  took  on  what 
he  acknowledges  is  the  biggest 
test  of  his  football  career, 
when  he  agreed  to  become 
caretaker-manager  of  Not¬ 
tingham  Forest 

That  Pearce  should  succeed 
Frank  Clark  is  not  exactly  a 
surprise,  because  at  the  City 
Ground  he  was  always  seen  as 
the  heir  apparent.  He  was 
recommended  to  the  dub’s 
board  of  directors  by  Clark, 
just  as  Clark  had  been  fa¬ 
voured  by  Brian  Clough  three 
years  ago.  Nobody,  however, 
could  have  forseen  the  peril¬ 
ous  circumstances  in  which 
Pearce.  34.  would  take  charge. 

The  problems  he  faces  are 
immense,  with  the  side  bottom 
of  the  FA  Carling  Premiership 
and  the  future  ownership  of 
the  club  thrown  into  new 
doubt  on  Thursday  night 
when  one  of  the  two  consor¬ 
tiums  attempting  to  win  the 
support  of  shareholders  with¬ 
drew  their  takeover  bid  in  the 
wake  of  Clarke  resignation. 

Pearce,  already  player,  cap¬ 
tain  and  Professional  Football¬ 
ers’  Association  representat¬ 


ive.  said  that  he  will  consider 
whether  to  stay  on  in  a  mana¬ 
gerial  role  in  the  middle  of 
January,  and  wiD  not  do  so  if 
he  beueves  that  the  extra 
responsibility  is  affecting  Tils 
play.  Unlike  Bryan  Robson. 
Gordon  Strachan  and.  to  a 
lesser  extent.  Ruud  Gullit,  he 
said  that  he  is  still  a  footballer 
first  and  manager  second.  Nor 
will  he  relinquish  willingly  his 
place  in  the  England  squad, 
even  though  Glenn  Hoddle 
had  to  force  him  out  of 
temporary  retirement  after  the 
European  championship 
finals  in  the  summer. 

Alan  Hfll.  Clark’s  assistant, 
will  undertake  the  paperwork 
and  the  dub’s  business  negoti¬ 
ations  will  be  conducted  by 
Irving  Korn,  the  chairman, 
pending  the  takeover. 

It  is,  nevertheless,  a  huge 
workload,  even  for  a  man  of 
such  unwavering  commit¬ 
ment  as  Pearce,  tut  he  will 
attempt  to  tackle  it  head  on. 
He  commands  so  much  au¬ 
thority  at  the  City  Ground  that 
Fred  Readier,  the  former 
chairman,  said  at  a  testimoni¬ 
al  dinner  in  the  player's  cause 
earlier  this  year  that  Pearce 
had  a  “job  for  fife"  at  the  dub. 
“I  think  you  will  find  that  he 


had  drunk  a  few  glasses  of 
wfoe  when  he  said  that," 
Pearce  said  yesterday. 

For  a  man  often  described 
as  an  inspirational  leader. 
Pearce  is  not  renowned  for  his 
eloquence.  He  is  the  archetyp¬ 
al  player's  player  and  ms 
public  relations  skills  will 
undergo  dose  scrutiny  over 
the  coming  weeks.  Yesterday, 
dressed  in  a  black  turtle-neck 


sweater,  jeans  and  desert 
boots,  he  gave  a  frank,  down- 
beat  assessment  of  the  task 
ahead,  before  revealing  that 
he  had  secured  the  loan  sign¬ 
ing  of  Nigel  Clough,  from 
Manchester  City,  for  a  month. 

“I  am  sure  that  Frank  would 
have  liked  to  have  signed  five 
or  six  players,  but  there  is  no 
money  available  so  he  had  to 
work  with  the  players  he  had 


already  and  it  is  the  same  for 
me  now."  Pearce  said.  “It 
remains  to  be  seen  if  these 
players  are  good  enough.  I 
have  asked  them  for  100- per 
cent  effort  and  respect, 

“They  might  think  I  am  an. 
easy  option  because  I  have 
been  one  of  them,  but  things 
will  have  to  be  a  bit  different 
now.  I  admit  I  know  very  little 
about  management  To  be 


honest  1  have  not  got  a  due 
whether  I  will  enjoy  it  or  be 
any  use.  But  I  do  know  that 
your  friends  become  very  few 
and  far  between." 

There  was  also  a  moment  of 
vintage  Pearce.  Asked  why 
Nigel  Clough,  back  where  he 
enjoyed  the  best  days  of  his 
career,  would  not  be  selected 
for  the  home  game  against 
Arsenal  this  afternoon,  he 
glared  at  his  inquisitor  and 
replied  sternly:  “Because  I 
said  so." 

That  is  the  role  model  —  the 
tough  guy,  the  one-time  elec¬ 
trician  who  made  good  —  ^ 
whom  supporters  know  and  .  ' 
love.  This  afternoon  he  will 
sprint  towards  the  Trent  End 
and  acknowledge  the  cries  of  • 
“Psycho.  Psycho"  by  letting 
out  a  manic  scream  of  "Come 
on!”  He  will  dench  his  fists 
and  raise  his  arms,  his  face 
contorted  in  passion.  There 
cannot  be  a  greater  empathy, 
between  any  player  arid  his 
dub  in  English  football.  The 
odds  are;  stacked  against 
Pearce,  but  he  will  not  fall 
alone. 


Premiership  guide;  page  38 
Shilton's  grand  day.  page  39 
Weekend  view,  page  39  - 


More  animated,  he  conducts  training  with  the  players  who  must  now  call  him  “boss"- 
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Our  old  farmyard  is 
an  odd  place  in 
whidi  to  quibble 
about  biblical  schol¬ 
arship.  but  here  goes. : .  Is  it 
possible  that  there  was  a  croco¬ 
dile  present  at  the  birth  of  the 
baby  Jesus? 

Try  arguing  the  case  with  a 
six-year-old  who  has  slaved  to 
make  an  animal  costume  on  a 
promise  of  appearing  in -a 
nativity  play  celebrating  the 
animals  in  the  stable  -  when. 
Jesus  was  bom.  Frankly,  nei¬ 
ther  would  I  wish  to  break  it  to 
the  child  who  came  dressed  as 
a  goose  that  nativity  plays  are 
generally  about  oxen^assxs  and 
sheep.  No  room  at  the  .  inn, 
surely,  for  a  zoO?  . 

Here  we  go  again.  ..Another 

Christmas,  another  farmyard 


,  a  croc  appeared 


nativity  play,  more  problems. 

Last  Christmas,  when  the 
animals  started  to  leave  our  ark 
as  the  floodwaters  of  my  farm- 
mg  adventures  began  to  recede, 
I  remember  :  thinking  that  it 
■  would  be  die  farmyard  nativity 
play  that  I  would  miss  most 
The  idea  to  hold  them  came  five 
years.,  ago.  wth  .  the  sudden 
.  realisation  that  we  had  here  a 
perfect  setting:  a  stable  with  a 
manger,  sheep  with  which  to 
abide,  .cattle  expert  at  lowing. 
Admittedly,  we hadno  camel  to 
bring- the  three  Kings,  but  a. 
Suffolk  Punch  could  do  the  job 
instead.  We  even  had  an  Angel 
Gabriel,  played  by  the  only  lad 
in  the  village  who  could  blow  a 
.  fanfare'  (of  sorts)  on  a  trumpet. 

.  Wetokfhim  to  come  dressed  in 
white  arid  he  duly  turned  up  in 


How  did  all  those  animals  get  in  on  the  nativity  scene, 
asks  Paul  Heiney  after  his  Suffolk  farm  was  turned 
into  a  film  set.  No  room  at  the  inn,  surely,  for  a  zoo? 


his  gleaming  boiler  suit,  which 
was  perfect,  except  for  the- 
words  “Nuclear  Electric”  em¬ 
blazoned  across  his  chest.  Ah. 
the  atom,  we  said,  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  piece  of-God’s  creation.  No 
problem  there. 

Every  year  the  weather  was 
kind  to  us:  Skies  cleared  in  the 
late  afternoon  to  give  us  a  frosty 
twilight  into  which  we  belted 
put  our  carols,  and'  when'  the 
girl  soprano  scaled  the  diff'face 
of  the  straw  stack  to  sing  In 
the  Bleak  Midwinter  into  the 


rising  moon,  there  was  not  a 
dry  eye  in  the  house. 

.  But  this  year  it  was  to  be 
different  Television  cameras 
Were  to  be  there,  with  piercing 
lights  to  illuminate  every  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  bam  and  farm 
buildings.  And,  instead  of 
standing  on  a  bale  of-  straw 
welcoming  a  handful  of  damp 
neighbours.  I  am  to  appear 
before  the  entire  nation  on 
Christmas  morning  (TTV, 
930am)  and  invite  you  all  to 
share  in  the  Nativity.  Talk 


about  “one  day  on  your  dress¬ 
ing  room  theyil  pin  a  star".  It 
was  as  if  the  farm  had  been 
signed  tip  by  Lloyd  Webber 
lock,  livestock  and  barrel 
The  producer,  Ray  Bruce, 
was  insistent  that  this  nativity 
play  should  not  tread  the  well- 
worn  path  but  instead,  exam¬ 
ine  the  role  and  significance  of 
die  animals  at  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  “Problem,"  I  said.  “Our 
animals  have  gone."  We’ve  still 
gpt  the  noble  carthorses,  but  if 
he  thought  1  was  going  to  have 


them1  cast  as  a  lowly  asses  he 
was  mistaken;  it  would  be  like 
asking  Desert  Orchid  to  play 
Muffin  the  Mule.  And  there  are 
no  cows  left  to  portray  the  oxen, 
and  surely  even  the  most 
inventive  television  producer 
could  not  find  a  role  for  Alice, 
the  Large  Black  pig?  “Any¬ 
way,"  1  said  severely,  “she’s  oid 
and  deaf  and  cranky,  and  the 
thought  of  disrupting  her  daily 
routine  for  anything  as  vulgar 
as  television  is  out  of  the 
question." 

No  problem.  Animals  were 
booked.  Mr  White  brought  his 
cows.  Cowslip  and  Clara,  and 
his  two  donkeys.  Farmer  and 
Melba.  “One  donkey  will  do," 
said  the  producer,  mindful  of 
his  budget  He  did  not  know 
that  these  two  donkeys  are  one 


of  the  closest-knit  teams  in 
showbiz  and  that  Melba  with¬ 
out  Farmer  is  like  Abbott 
without  Costello.  Worse.  Melba 
would  kick  the  place  down  if 
Farmer  wasn't  there  to  keep  her 
company.  Hence  two  donkeys 
rather  than  the  usual  one. 

Then  the  sheep  arrived.  My 
old  flock  came  cascading  down 
the  ramp  of  the  trailer  and  into 
the  farmyard,  charging  round, 
knocking  things  over  like  child¬ 
ren  on  a  return  visit  to  their  old 
school.  Suddenly  it  was  more 
Resurrection  than  Nativity.  The 
old  farmyard  was  alive  again 
with  the  sounds  and  smells  of 
livestock;  the  ghosts  of  Christ¬ 
mases  past  coming  to  haunt 
me.  But  are  animals  really 


Continued  on  page  2 
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SERIOUS  SHOPPING 


PANIC  GIFTS 


Christmas  Eve,  snow  falling. 
Daddy  upstairs  doing  his 
bow  tie  in  the  ftill-length 
mirror.  Mummy  putting  on  her 
pearls  and  spraying  something 
floral  on  her  neck.  Nanny  just 
putting  the  finishing  touches  to 
Floella’s  hair,  and  little  Cedric 
looking  scrumptious  in  his  sailor 
suit.  TTie  car  outside  is  warm  and 
soft,  and  waiting  to  take  them  to 
the  Trallopes's  Christinas  bash. 

Floe! la  and  Cedric  are  in  the  car 
now.  Bunty  is  wishing  the  Nanny 
a  Merry  Christmas,  and  Daddy 
just  has  to  grab  the  Trallopes’s 
presents  from  under  die  tree. 

"Bunty.  where  did  you  pul  the 
presents'  for  the  Trollopes?’' 

“What  do  you  mean,  where  did  I 
put  them?  i  told  yon  to  buy  them.” 

End  of  Christmas  idyll.  Festive 
season  ruined.  Can’t  go  to  the 


party  without  presents.  Nothing  is 
open  except  the  garage,  and  you 
can’t  very  well  take  them  a  can  of 
four-star  and  six  microwaveable 
hotdogs.  There  is  an  all-night 
chemist  in  King’s  Cross,  but  you 
haven’t  time  to  drive  three  miles 
for  a  gift-wrapped  party  pack  of 
flavoured  condoms.  This  is  a  job 
for  Supershopper. 

For  all  is  by  no  means  lost.  At 
times  of  crisis  your  own  home  can 
be  turned  into  an  extremely  pukka 
impromptu  department  store. 

First  of  all.  hit  the  book  depart¬ 
ment  Scan  the  shelves  for  unread 
hardbacks  of  any  kind,  though  this 
is  a  risky  business  because  it  is  a 
trick  everyone  knows.  A  quick 
glance  at  the  publication  date  will 
give  this  one  away,  unless  you  can 
pass  it  off  as  a  collectable  rarity. 
One  favourite  trick  of  mine  is  to 


grab  an  unread  Jeffrey  Archer 
(which,  in  most  homes,  .will  mean 
any  Jeffrey  Archer)  and  scrawl  on 
the  frontispiece,  “Merry  Christ¬ 
mas  from  Jeffrey".  They  are  un¬ 
likely  to  know  his  signature,  and 
will  be  mightily  impressed. 

If  something  more  extravagant 
is  required,  take  an  old  copy  of  any 
Dickens  novel,  bash  it  around  a  bit 
and  rip  out  the  telltale  page  with 
edition  dates  on,  and  write,  “Best 
wishes  from  Charlie"  with  a  leaky 
pat,  splodging  some  inkspots  on  it 
for  authenticity. 

Next  stop,  the  perfumery.  Your 
bathroom  should  contain  quite  a 
few  unused  aftershaves  and  per¬ 
fumes  from  Christmases  past,  plus 


BY  GILES  COREN 


the  odd  Body  Shop  gift  basket  still 
in  its  cellophane.  Failing  this,  don’t 
forget  that  people  often  run  out  of 
loo  roll  at  Christmas,  and  it  can 
make  a  timely  present 


Right  that’s  a  couple  sorted  out 
Now  try  clothes.  Your  best  hope  is 
seldom-worn  items  of  cashmere,  or 
silk.  Fold  them  in  tissue  paper  and, 
as  you  band  them  over.  say.  “I  got 
this  in  Hong  Kong".  This  will 
explain  both  the  apparent  extrava¬ 
gance.  and  the  lack  of  packaging. 
Do  not  forget  to  remove  labels. 

Another  winner  is  jewellery. 
There  are  bound  to  be  pairs  of  ear¬ 
rings  around  that  are  never  worn 
because  they  are  either  unattrac¬ 
tive  or  allergenic.  Nobody  throws 
jewellery  boxes  away,  so  find  a 
nice  one.  and  it  will  mask  the 

inadequacy  of  the  contents. 

Next  slop,  hat  shelf  in  coat 
cupboard.  Here  you  should  find 


never-played  board  games,  such 
as  "Over  the  Hill  —  the  Midlife 
Crisis  Game.”  and  "Lenny  Hen¬ 
ry’s  Stand-up  Comedy  Game". 
These  are  intended  to  make  you 
laugh  when  you  look  at  the  box. 
but  not  to  be  played.  Only  accept¬ 
able  if  the  cellophane  is  still  intact. 

Pictures:  take  any  Victorian 
print  from  a  spare  bedroom.  The 
chances  are  the  receiver  will  not 
have  seen  it  before  and,  if  they 
have,  they  will  not  remember 
where,  and  will  assume  they  have 
remembered  it  because  it  is  fam¬ 
ous,  and  therefore  valuable.  You 
can  wrap  this  in  newspaper,  as 
print  shops  often  do. 

Now  hit  the  food  hall.  Larders 
and  kitchen  cupboards  can  be  a 
hive  of  giveable  goodies.  But  there 
are  rules.  Acceptable  foods  to  give 
include  pannetone,  tinned  cas- 


soulet  or  confit  d’oie  from 
Fauchon.  Soupe  de  Poisson  in  a 
jar.  whole  cheeses,  rare  mustards 

and  small  herb  trees  in  pots. 

Quite  unacceptable  are  thmgs 
such  as  half-finished  jars  of  Mrs 
Elswood’s  haimisha  pickled  cu¬ 
cumbers,  pieces  of  cheese,  tinned 
meat  products  sudi  as  Spam, 
pasta  sauces  and  frozen  chideens. 

If  all  else  fails,  remember  that 
“retro"  is  "in”.  Old  bakelite  tele¬ 
phones.  taps,  door  knockers.  Hoo¬ 
vers  and  early  plastic  swing-bins 
can  all  make  a  wonderful  gift  for 
the  stylish  home.  Got  an  old 
kitchen  chair  that  doesn't  go  with 
the  new  look  from  Magnet?  Well, 
people  always  need  chairs. 

So  don't  let  last-minute  shop¬ 
ping  worries  spoil  your  Christmas 
this  year.  And  remember,  it’s  the 

thought  that  counts. 


Coffee 

break 

choice 

THE  PREPARATION  of  a  cup  of  coffee  is  a 
wonderful  ritual.  It  begins  with  die  bean  —  which 
roast  and  blend  to  choose  and  how  to  have  it  ground 
—  and  continues  through  to  the  method  used  for 
making  it  filter,  plunger,  or  perculator. 

Whatever  your  needs  or  passion,  here  is  a  selection 
of  what  is  on  offer  in  the  shops  to  help  you  achieve 
that  perfect  coffee-shop  taste.  Sue  Parker 


1  Stove-top  espresso  coffee  maker  with  ceramic  jug,  £19.50.  from 
John  Lewis  Partnership  (0171-629  7711  for  branches).  2  Glass  con  a 
coffee  maker.  £65.  from  the  Algerian  Coffee  Store.  52  Compton 
Street.  London  WC2  (0171-437  2480);  this  works  by  the  vacuum 
method  — ■  light  the  spirit  burner  beneath  and  the  bubbling  hot  water 
at  the  bottom  swaps  places  with  the  coffee  at  the  top.  3  Bodum 
Kenya  range  of  plunger-style  coffee  makers:  three-cup  £9  99. 12-cup 
£1 9  99.  in  brightly  coloured  plastic  holders  from  the  Bodum  Shop.  24 
Neal  Street.  London  WC2  (0171-240  9176).  4  Gaggia  Automatica, 
£695.  from  the  Algerian  Coffee  Stores  (as  above);  the  coffee  is  freshly 
ground  in  the  machine  lor  each  cup  and  it  has  several  settings  for 
strength  and  the  number  of  cups  required.  5  Simple  ceramic  one- 
cup  filter  which  fits  on  top  of  your  mug.  £7.60,  from  the  Monmouth 
Coffee  Shop.  27  Monmouth  Street.  London  WC2  (0171-836  5272). 
6  La  Signora  polished  aluminium  stove-top  espresso  maker,  from 
£13.95  tor  one-cup  up  to  £28.50  for  12-cup,  from  The  Home.  Salts 
Mill.  Victoria  Road.  Saltaire.  Bradford  (mail  order.  01274  530770). 


‘Donkeys  know  Christmas  is  theirs’ 


Continued  from  page  1 
necessary  if  the  intention  of  a  nativity 
play  is  a  reconstruction  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus?  Not  if  you  take  St  Luke  as  your 
guide.  His  account  of  the  birth  of  Jesus 
beginning.  “And  ft  came  to  pass  that  a 
decree  went  out- . is  the  script  on 
which  every  nativity  play  is  based.  But 
St  Luke  mentions  no  animals;  certainly 
no  ox  or  a>s;  and  there  is  no  reference 
to  sheep,  only  shepherds. 

Nevertheless,  everyone  from 
Old  Master  in  schoolchild 
who  has  tried  to  recreate  the 
Nativity’,  whether  on  can¬ 
vas.  stained  glass  or  cardboard,  has  the 
infant,  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes, 
lying  in  a  manger,  ox  and  ass  looking 
on.  They  did  not  gel  it  from  St  Luke. 

But  it  has  currre  from  somewhere, 
and  has  power,  this  image  of  farmyard 
animals  at  the  crib.  It  is  almost  always 
there:  from  the  lowing  cattle  in  Away  in 
a  Manger  to  Hardy \  poem  about  rhe 
oxen  kneeling  at  midnight 

Wt*  pictured  the  meek,  mild  crea¬ 
tures  where 

They  dwelt  in  their  strawy  pen . 
Sordid  it  occur  to  one  of  us  there 
To  doubt  that  they  were  kneeling 
then. 

According  to  producer  Ray  Bruce's 
meticulous  research,  the  animals  be¬ 
came  more  and  more  prominent  in  the 
story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  as  the 
centuries  went  by.  Perhaps  to  St  Luke 
and  his  contemporaries  the  presence  of 
livestock  in  a  stable  was  so  common¬ 
place  that  it  was  hardly  worth  record¬ 
ing.  But  writing  in  the  8th  century. 
Pseudo-Matthew  (in  an  apocryphal 
version  of  tiie  Gospels)  said: 

“And  on  the  third  day  after  the 
birth. . .  Mary  went  out  of  The  cave  and, 
entering  a  stable,  placed  the  child  in  the 
manger,  ami  the  ox  and  the  ass. . .  in¬ 
cessantly  adored  Him.  Then  was 
fulfilled  that  which  was  said  by  Hahak- 
leuk  the  prophet  saying.  'Between  two 
animals  you  are  made  manifest1." 

Since  then,  the  ox  and  ass  have  stolen 
the  show.  There  is  raw  hardly  a  nativ¬ 
ity  depiction  in  which  they  dp  not 
appear.  On  Roman  sarcophagi  they 
are  there  to  the  exclusion  even  of  Mary. 
Other  animals  come  and  go,  like  the 
camels  which  appeared  in  Rubens* 
Adoration  of  the  Magi,  or  the  dove 
representing  the  Holy  Ghost  in  some 
schook  of  art  but  the  ox  and  the  ass  are 
never  eclipsed.  They  move  ever  closer 


Camels  replace  the  oxen  and  asses  in  Rubens*  Adoration  of  the  Magi 


to  the  baby  Jesus.  By  the  Hth  century 
the  ox  can  be  found  actually  standing 
on  the  manger  in  which  the  child  lies, 
eating  the  hay;  there  arc  also  images  to 
be  found  of  the  ox  and  the  ass  eating 
the  swaddling  clothes  abandoned  by- 
Jesus.  It  is  not  dear  whether  this  is 
some  spiritual  representation,  or  the 
work  of  an  artist  who  knew  a  thing  or 
two  ? bout  the  behaviour  of  donkey  s. 

One  viral  link  in  the  chain  of  events 
which  started  with  Pseudo-Matthew’s 
ox  and  ass.  and  eventually  led  (n  a  child 
dressed  as  a  crocodile  turning  up  on 
our  farm  last  week,  is  provided  by  St 
Francis  of  Assisi. 

In  the  early  13th  century’,  three  yean, 
before  he  died,  St  Francis  celebrated 
the  birth  of  Jesus  in  a  . manner  wc 
would  recognise  today.  In  A  Short  Life 
of  St  Freznas  of  Assisi,  the  first  ever 


nativity  play  is  described:  “. . .  he  made 
ready  a  manger  and  idd  the  people  to 
bring  hay  arid  also  an  ox  and  an  ass. 
When  all  were  assembled  for  Christ's 
Mass,  this  Feast  was  celebrated.  Fran¬ 
cis  standing  before  the  manger  and 
overflowing  with  joy  even  to  tears. . . 
(an  observer]  declared  that  he  saw  a 
little  child  of  exceeding  beauty  sleeping 
in  that  manger,  who  woke”  from  his 
infant  sleep  when  Francis  streefteri  his 
arms  to  Him.  The  people  of  Grecdo 
said  that  the  hay  which  was  used  at 
that  manger  afterwards  cured  sick 
beasts,  and  was  a  marvellous  remedy 
against  plague." 

St  Francis  embraced  Christmas  like 
no  cine  before  him.  calling  it  the  “feast 
of  feasts".  With  his  heart  and  mind 
hrimming  with  his  belief  that  all  of 
God’s  creation,  man  and  beast,  was 


deserving  of  similar  respect  he  de¬ 
clared  one  Christmas  that,  “If  I  could 
speak  to  the  emperor.  I  would  ask  that 
a  general  law  be  made  that  all  who  can 
should  scatter  com  and  grain  along  the 
roads  so  that  the  birds  and  animals 
might  have  an  abundance  of  food  on 
the  day  of  such  great  solemnity, 
especially  our  sisters  the  larks". 

Which  fondness  for  larks,  perhaps, 
contributed  to  the  eventual  decree 
which  wait  out  from  the  television 
producer  that  the  pupils  of  Hardwick 
Middle  School  in  Bury  St  Edmunds 
should  dress  as  the  animals  of  their 
choice  and  come  to  our  nativity  play,  to 
satisfy  the  longing  of  St  Francis  for  all 
creation  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

The  choir  of  St  Edmundsbury  Cathe¬ 
dral  came.  too.  to  sing  glorious  carols 
in  the  bam.  which  until  then  had 
echoed  only  to  the  muttered  oarhs  of 
farmworkers,  the  squeaking  of  mice 
and  the  occasional  hoot  of  the  owl. 

Martin  Show;  canon  of  Sr 
Edmundsbury.  came  too  and  tried  to 
deliver  a  thoughtful  homily  while 
being  lowed  around  by  a  violently 
unco-operative  goat. 

And  thus  it  came  to  pass  that 
there  came  among  the  ani¬ 
mals  and  the  film  crew  a 
crocodile  whose  mask  fitted 
so  tightly  that  at  one  stage  die  poor  - 
girl  fainted,  1 
One  thing  you  will  not  see  on  the 
Christmas  morning  television  show  is 
the  horrified  look  on  the  fatrof  Melba 
the  donkey  when  the  crocodile  first 
approached  ihe  crib. 

Donkeys  dearly  know  that  Christ¬ 
mas  is  their  time  of  year,  and  the 
thought  that  scholars  centuries  hence 
might  look  back  at  carefully  preserved 
archive  video  and  celebrate  a  lumpy, 
leathery-skinned  creature  with  an 
oversired  snout  as  being  as  much  a 
part  of  the  nativity  scene  was  just  too 
much  for  Melba  to  bear.  She  bucked 
and  reared  and  threatened  to  upset  the 
manger  and  kit*  out  all  the  lights. 

To  cool  the  situation.  I  took  my 
inspiration  from  St  Frauds  and 
ordered  that  com  and  grain  might  be 
spread  so  that  the  animals  could  feast 
in  abundance.  This  guaranteed  peace 
on  earth  and  goodwill  to  alL  at  least  till 
the  crocodile  was  safety  on  the  school 
bus  heading  homeward. 

•  Away  in  a  Manger,  produced  by  Ray 
Bruce  nfCTX'C.  can  be  seen  on  tJVan 
Christmas  Day  at  930am. 


Cover  photograph  of  schoolchildren  playing  Mary.  Joseph  and 
a  crocodile  in  the  nativity  stable,  by  JACK  DANIELS 


THREE  OF  A  KIND 


AS  WITNESSED  on  the  catwalks  of  Milan  and  Paris  this  season,  the  holdall 
shopper  is  the  bag  for  the  girl  who  has  a  little  more  than  everything.  Here  are  three 
of  the  best  to  suit  every  price  range.  Heath  Brown 


Bronze  and  black  suede  leather  shopping  bag,  £265, 
from  Armando  PoHirri.  35  Brook  Street.  London  W1  (0171-629  7606} 


Back  nylon  bawfing  bag.  £105,  Wannabe  -Mose  moleskin  and  tan  leather  trim bag. 

by  Patrick  Coat,  ,  £59.50,  Franchetti  Bond,  7  The  Burlington 

Dickins  8  Jones.  Regent  Street.  Arcade,  London  Wl: 35  Beautfiamp 

London  Wl  (01 71  -734  7070)  Place.  SW3  (mail  order,  0171  -924  2602) 
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Heath  Brown 


looks  at  what 


towearover  an 


evening  dress 


so  you  can 


warm 


and  still  look 


^Ei? 


'■mi 


Mi 


Party  clothes should  al¬ 
ways  have  that  feel* 
glam  factor,  even  if  it’s 
the  cover-up  coal 
youll  be  wearingin  die  tan  on 
the  way  there. 

But  it’s  so  easy,  to  get.  it 
wrongs  Clashing  hem-lengths, 
ugly  mixes  of  fabrics,  down-al- 
hed  jackets  that  go  to  toe  office 
each  day  —  women  have  seen ; 
and  worn  them  alL 
The  choices  for  covering  up. 
those  freezing  shoulders  are 
many.  Elegant  prating  coats 
are  the  obvious  option  but  can 
be  a  little  too  expensive  for 
such  infrequent  use.  Converse¬ 
ly,  reverting  to  your  Crusty 
daytime  greatcoat  or  overcoat 
denies  you  a  glamorous  en¬ 
trance  and  rarely  goes  well 
with  delicate  silks,  satins  or 
velvets. 

The  best  buys  are  coats  that 
can  double  up  to  be  worn  for 
other  occasions- 
Susic  Faux,  of  the  image 
consultancy  Wardrobe,  rec¬ 
ommends  a  luxuriously  soft, 
long,  blade  cashmere  or  light 
wool  day  coat  “This  can  be  a 
simple  answer  to  covering  a 
long  evening  gown,"  she  says, 
“and  a  long-term  clothing 
investment  for  both  day  and 
night" 

-  But  avoid  unneccessary  dec¬ 
oration.  Often,  good,  plain, 
long  coats  such  as  those  from 
the  La  Redoute  catalogue 
(prices  start  from  £145).  Marks 
&  Spencer  (about  £140)  and 
Mulberry  (about  £4®)  will 


■  v,.  .  . 

.  .  4 ■  i  *  1  --  ’  r 

■jf.,'.  \  .  t  •  *•  ■  *  ..  .. 

*■  v#i y. 

'■y:r 

.  ’v  '.  ■  •  ■  ‘ 

;  ",  !J  ••  .  .  • 

■■  i 


■’  :  .  -..7  ■.  '>  ;  __ : ’"•/.•■-r" 

•"  r-’iv 

V  .  .  ,-£&■'  \v 

•  .•  .■> ; t 


s:'.  ;  ■■  ■  • 

: : •'  '•  ’’ W:.V. ' 

\{v.‘\  /  './'Vv  **:v 

•  *•*  *  *  * 


ABOVE:  Cream  satin  and  Wack  vaJvet  quilt  stole,  £80.  Dickins  &  Jones,  224  Regent  Street.  London  VV1 
(0171-734  7070).  Black  haltemeck  crepe  dress.  £55.99,  from  Walfis  stores  (0181-910 1333) 

LEFT:  Black,  rib,  floor-length  cardigan,  £260,  by  Joseph,  26  Sloane  Street,  London,  W1 
(0171-235  5470),  and  Cruise,  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow  (0141-248  2476)  One-shoulder  silver  Lycra 
dress,  £45,  Miss  Seffridge,  and  stores  nationwide  (0181-910  1359).  Black  sequin-disc  chiffon  scarf. 
£12.99,  from  Oasis,  292  Regent  Street  London  W1,  and  selected  branches  nationwide  (0171-452  1000). 
Black  satin  buckle  sandals,  £44.99,  from  Ravel  stores  nationwide  (0171-631  0224) 

TOP  LEFT:  Red  velvet  cape,  £479,  by  Wonderful  Wraps  at  Harrods.  Knighlsbridge,  London  SWi 
(0171-730  1234).  Lurex  vest  with  bell,  £29.99,  from  Oasis  (as  above) 


suffice.  These  have  minimal 
detailing  and  are  not  too 
dressy  for  the  day  but  anony¬ 
mous  enough  for  evening 
and  they  wifi  not  dale  quickly, 
so  they  win  be  still  looking 
stylish  next  season. 

For  a  slightly  more  trendy 
look  at  an  affordable  price. 


Oasis  offers  a  foil-length  black 
coat  with  for-trimmed  collar 
and  cuffs  (£119.99).  Or  you 
could,  add  a  fake  for  collar  m 
yoiur^ -neckline,  as  shown  be¬ 
low,  by  Jackson  (£59),  with  a 
Laura  Ashley  unlined  light¬ 
weight  velvet  coat,(£125DL 
Velvet  can  offer  more  in¬ 


spired  choices.  Styles  to  look 
for  are  either  long4ine  coats  or 
more  romantic  capes.  But 
beware,  capes  and  cloaks  are 
an  acquired  taste:  they  can 
look  stunning  but  there  is  a 
danger  of  appearing  too  much 
like  you  are  going  to  a  fancy 
dress  party  —  a  sort  of  Mystic- 
Meg-cum-M  oH-Flanders  look. 

To  avoid  this,  drape  your 
cape  over  modem,  sexy,  slight¬ 
ly  dubby  minimal  outfits  in 
shiny  satin  or.  lurex  to  give  a 
new  twist  to  an  old  favourite. 

A  welcome  addition  to  many 


wardrobes  this  year  has  been 
toe  full-length  cardigan  (or 
knitted  coat,  as  some  labels 
describe  them).  It  is  an  up-to- 
date  look  that  fares  well  over 
long  sheath  dresses  or  with 
evening  trousers. 


Above  left,  we  have 
used  a  black  angora 
maxi  cardigan  from 
Joseph  (£260);  there 
are  other  good  examples  avail¬ 
able  from  Nicole  Farhi  (£149). 
Jigsaw  (£120)  and  Miss 
Selfridge  (E40). 


To  add  a  little  old-style 
Hollywood  glamour,  toe  ulti¬ 
mate  accessory  is  a  generous 
quilted  stole,  shown  above,  in 
reversible  satin  and  velvet, 
from  Dickins  &  Jones  (£80). 
Admittedly  these  can  seldom 
be  worn  without  looking 
dressy  and,  therefore,  fail  our 
multi-use  criteria,  but  the  cosy- 
yet-sexy  glamour  that  they 
provide  is  worth  it. 

The  widest  selections  of 
stoles  can  be  found  at  Liberty 
and  other  large  department 
stores. 


The  discerning  fellow 
m3  demands 

<'loag,s 
Gin  in  his 
cocktail 

i  j  He  knows 

^  before  he 

fr  drinks  it  that 


it  will  be  extra  refreshing  and  extra 
smooth.  The  unique  ‘marrying5  process 


following  distillation 
takes  care  of  that! 

The  Classic  Gin. 


wpiw*  cnat  dress  £125  from  Laura  Ashley  nationwide  (01686  6221 16).  Blue  two-tone  shell  top,  £27,  from  Dorothy  Parians  nationwide  (0171-291 2604).  Blue  two-tone  trousers.  £90.  from  Joseph  (as 
above:  °^gixNBy  gjyg  fajita  collar,  £59tby  JacjtMn,  from  Fenwicks.  Bond  Street,  W1  (0T71-243  9900).  Photographer  Richard  Bums-  Make-up:  Salty  Kvathelm,  Styling:  Amandtp  Up  pal 


3  4  •  gardening 


GARDEN  ANSWERS 


STEPHEN  ANDERTON 

replies  to  readers’  letters 


What  specific  controls  do 

_ you  recommend  againd 

vine  weevils?  I  kill  more  than  a 
hundred  every  winter  From  my 
begonia  tubers  —  and  still  they 
come.  —  J.L.  Thome.  Hemel 
Hempstead,  Herts. 


The  most  effective  chemi- 

_  cals  against  vine  weevils 

are  only  available  to  commercial 
growers.  A  good  biological  con¬ 
trol  for  amateurs  is  Nemasys  H, 
available  from  Defenders,  Occu¬ 
pation  Road.  Wye,  Ashford. 
Kent  TN 25  5EN  (01233  813L2I}. 
Nemasys  H  is  effective  when  the 
soil  temperature  is  above  I2C. 

[7"\]  |  have  four  daturas  in 
1^1  pots.  Last  year  they 
bloomed  profusely,  this  year 
there  are  no  flowers  at  all.  I 
have  Fed  them  weekly  with 
tomato  food.  Wbai  am  I  doing 
wrong?  —  C.M.  Page.  Westdiff 
on  Sea.  Essex. 

Given  a  chance  and  space, 
brugmansias  (as  we  now 
have  to  call  the  woody  daturas) 
make  a  massive,  greedy,  fibrous 
root  system.  They  should  pro¬ 
duce  white  or  golden  trumpets 
through  summer  and  autumn. 
After  flowering,  cut  them  back 
hard.  They  will  then  shoot  away 
again  and.  as  spring  comes,  they 
will  need  rich  feeding  to 
maximise  early  growth.  Remem¬ 
ber  that  all  parts  of  the  plant  are 
poisonous. 


2 


1  have  a  beautiful  passion 
flower.  Passiflora  caeru- 
lea,  which  covers  the  walls  of 
my  patio.  But  every  year  it 
suffers  from  mould,  which  a 
friend  says  is  due  to  lack  of 
water.  How  do  I  treat  this 
without  spraying,  and  can  I  eat 
the  fruit?  —  J.  Whirtaker,  Brigh¬ 
ton.  East  Sussex. 


Aphids  sometimes  attack 
the  shoots  of  passion  flow¬ 
ers.  causing  mould  on  the  lower 
leaves  from  excreted  honeydew. 
so  check  that  first.  Plants  with 
insufficient  water  and  in  very 
dry  air  sometimes  die  back  at  the 
tips,  giving  the  impression  of  a 
fungal  wilt.  But  if  your  plant  is 
fruiting  well  it  cannot  be  top 
short  of  water.  Try  watering 
more  generously  and  hosing  the 
plant  over  now  and  then,  when 
the  sun  is  not  directly  on  it 
You  can  eat  the  fruit  of  blue 
passion  flower,  the  only  one  that 
can  be  grown  well  outdoors,  but 
they  are  insipid.  There  are  more 
than  20  edible  species,  but  only  a 
handful  grown  commercially  for 


fruit,  including  bright  pink  flow¬ 
ered  Passiflora  mollissima  with 
banana-shaped  fruit  Of  those 
species  suitable  for  a  cold  green¬ 
house  in  Britain,  the  following 
have  good  fruit  Passiflora  actin¬ 
ia,  P.  edulis  (the  common  grana- 
dilla).  P.  mixta ,  and  P. 
mollissima.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  look  at  John  Vanderplank’s 
book  Passion  Flowers,  recently 
revised  and  reprinted  by  Cassell 
at  E30  (ISBN  0  304  34216  5). 


Can  we  pot  grass  dip¬ 
pings  which  contain  syca¬ 
more  seeds  in  our  compost  bin 
without  producing  hundreds  of 
seedlings  when  we  use  the 

compost?  —  ASennett.  Ch Lsie- 

hurst.  Rent. 

Yes.  A  good  compost  heap 

_  or  bin  is  perfectly  capable 

of  cooking  the  life  out  of  syca¬ 
more  seeds.  The  risk,  perhaps,  is 
that  there  are  always  parts  of  a 
compost  heap,  at  the  edges, 
which  do  not  cook  properly,  and 
these  might  contain  viable  seeds. 
This  is  why  it  is  important  to 
turn  compost  heaps  at  some 
stage  to  re-oxygenate  the  heap 
and  to  turn  the  diyer,  cooler 
outsides  into  die  centre. 

■  A  Cure  for.  Moles:  I.  Morley 
of  Wantage  writes  to  tell  a 
delightful  tale  of  her  vicar,  who 
rid  his  garden  of  moles  by 
putting  the  mechanism  from  a 
musical  birthday  card  in  a 
plastic  bag  buried  in  the  ground. 
The  moles  have  kept  away  ever 
since: 

•  Readers  should  write  to:  Garden 
Answers ,  Weekend.  The  limes.  / 
Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN. 
We  regret  that  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  deal  with  every  request.  Advice  is 
offered  without  ‘legal  responsibility. 
The  Times  also  regrets  that  any 
enclosures  cannot  be  returned. 


Passiflora  caerulea 


WEEKEND  -  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21 1996 


Jane  Owen  on  how  a  single  cutting  inspired  a  Bristol  man  to  raise  glorious  blooms  on  a  budget 

Love  flowers  in  a  cold  climate 


growing  tips 


■  Keep  the  plants  out  of  direct 

sunlight  but  in  a  bright  position. 

in  rich,  moist,  fine  compost  and  a 

humid  atmosphere  and  Hay  will 

flower  from  March  to  November 

or  December.  Aflow  to  dry  out 

before  watering  and  give  a  high 
potash  fired, throughout  the 
growing^cason- 

■  If  tbr  plants  art  likely  to  suffer 
temperatures  between  1C  and 
IOC.  they  should  be  kept  as  dry  as 
possible. 

■  Plants  that  have  finished 
flowering  should  be  dead-beaded 
and  warned  sparingly.  They 
should  not  be  fed  until  March 
when  they  should  be  repotted  to 
flower  in  May. 

■  As  the  flowers  open,  the  plants 
need  a  good,  high  potash  feed. 

Mr  Rose  waters  his  with  quarter- 
strength  tomalD  feed. 

■  Propagation  Is  easy  fry  leaf 
cuttings  token  in  early  autumn. 
Choose  a  middle-aged  leaf  with 
no  flower  stems.  Cut  a  transverse 
section  of  a  leaf,  make  a  slit  in  the 
compost  mixture  and  push  the 
leaf  about  1  h  in  down. 

■  About  sax  pUmdets  should 
emerec  in  as  many  weeks.  These 
wfll  Sower  in  nine  months.  Plant 
them  into  individual  pots  covered 
loosely  with  doudy  plastic  bags 
from  greengrocers,  and  leave 
them  on  a  windowsill  without 
apy  direct  light 

■  Keep  the  pot  relatively  small  to 
encourage  flowering  but  make 
sure  new  leaves  don't  touch  the 
edge  of  the  pot  because  they  grow 
horizontally. 


Buy  a  streptocarpus  from  a 
garden  centre  and  it  will 
probably  come  with  a 
label  announcing  that  die 
plant  will  not  suffer  temperatures 
below  10C.  They  have  lovely  flow¬ 
ers  —  funnel  shaped  with  a  bonnet¬ 
like  frill  and  colours  ranging  from 
pink  to  blue  —  but.  for  those  of  us 
who  use  heating  sparingly,  10C 
minimum  is  more  than  can  be 
promised  to  a  plant 
However  streptocarpus,  which 
originate  from  South  Africa,  are 
tougher  than  many  plant  labels 
suggest  and  Chris  Rose,  one  of 
Britain's  authorities  on  the  plant, 
cultivates  them  in  a  flat  without  any 
central  heating.  Last  winter,  in  his 
strep  tocarp  US-filled  lean-to.  the 
temperature  dipped  to  minus  1C 
but  all  the  plants  survived 
unharmed. 

By  “air  he  is  referring  to  several 
hundred  —  and  that’s  just  the  lean- 
to.  In  the  rest  of  the  flat  the 
numbers  top  the  thousand  mark; 
trestle  tables  around  the  windows 
sag  under  the  weight  of  plants:  his 
computer  is  surrounded  by  100  or 
so  and,  underneath  the  trestle 
tables,  plants  that  have  finished 
flowering  have  a  rest.  More  spill 


out  into  a  few  well-shaded  cold 
frames  in  the  garden  of  his  Bristol 
flat.  This  is  obsessive  (and  highly 
successful)  piantmanship  on  a  bud¬ 
get  —  Mr  Rose  reckons  his  highest 
cost  comes  from  the  compost  he  has 
to  buy  in.  about  El 00  a  year  at  most 

Ten  years  ago  a  fellow  student  at 
Bristol  University  gave  him  a  leaf 
fragment.  Out  of  courtesy  Mr  Rose, 
who  had  his  work  cut  out  caring  for 
his  two  large  allotments  and  special 
collections  of  iris,  helianthemum  or 
rock  rose,  pelargoniums  and  hardy 
geraniums,  coaxed  the  leaf  cutting 
into  a  plant  which  stubbornly 
refused  to  flower. 

After  a  couple  of  years  Mr  Rose 
resolved  to  throw  it  on  the  compost 
heap  but.  in  that  curious  way  that 
plants  have  when  threatened  with 
shears,  spades  or  dark  thoughts,  it 
produced  dark  violet  flowers  with  a 
yellow  centre  —  it  was  probably  a 
’Constant  Nymph’. 

And  with  it  flowered  Mr  Rose’S 
magnificent  passion  which  has 
overwhelmed  his  life  (“1  forgot  to 
have  a  sodal  life,”  he  says)  leaving 
only  his  job  with  the  the  Green 
Party  untouched.  His  dedication 
has  now  received  the  recognition  it 
deserves:  this  August,  at  one  of  its 


prestigious  Westminster  shows,  die 
Royal  Horticultural  Society  awar¬ 
ded  Mr  Rose  three  firsts  for  his 
streptocarpus  plants,  all  his  own 
hybrids  grown  in  modest  sur¬ 
roundings  and  shipped  to  London 
on  an  Intercity  125.  None  of  the 
award-winning  plants  was  named. 

Bar  Mr  Rose,  the  pleasure  comes 
from  the  plants  rather  than  the 
glory  of  naming,  although  col¬ 
leagues  in  the  world  of  African 


WEEKEND  TIPS 


■  Take  root  cuttings  in  a  pot 

of  plants  such  as  phlox,  acanthus, 
verbascum.  and  forms  of 
Geranium  sanguineum. 

■  Protect  house  plants  such 

as  poinsettia  from  the  two  evils  of 
overheated  rooms  and  cold, 
draughty  window  ledges. 

■  Top-dress  fruit  trees  under 
glass  with  manure  and 
bonemeaL  if  required,  apply 
simazine  on  bare  ground  among 
strawberry  plants  ami  cane 
fruits,  to  stop  weeds  next  year. 

■  Relieve  shrubs  bent  under 
the  weight  of  snow  before  it 
freezes. 


violets  (cousins  of  streptocarpus) 
are  trying  to  persuade  him  that 
while  (DWEL)  105  gives  him  an 
accurate  record  of  a  plant  with 
dusky  red,  white-throated  flowers, 
it  might  be  more  user-friendly  to 
give  it  a  name. 

(DWEL)  105  was  a  mere  51  weeks 
old  —that  is  51  weeks  from  a  seed  — 
when  it  won  a  first  for  Mr  Rose  at 
the  RHS  show.  His  other  two  firsts 
were  awarded  to  one  with  stunning 
magenta  flowers,  and  the  other 
with  cloudy  violet  blue  face  with 
yellow  centre. 

What  distinguishes  Mr  Rose’s 
plants  from  those  you  might  buy  in 
supermarkets  to  put  on  a  kitchen 
windowsill  are  the  variety  of  flower 
colour  and  size,  and  the  size  of  die 
leaves.  While  most  commercially 
grown  streptocarpus  have  at  least 
one  of  their  brittle  primula-like 
leaves  reaching  about  six  inches, 
his  plants  tend  to  have  their  largest 
leaves  reaching  to  about  ten  inches. 
But  that  is  due  mainly  to  the  feet 
that  he  grows  his  in  such  low  light 
levels  (streptocarpus  can’t  take 
direct  light  anyway)  that  the  plants 
have  to  compensate  by  growing 
large  leaves.  Streptocarpus  are 
easy  to  grow  from  cuttings  (see 


growing  tips  box.  above)  and  so, 
although  Mr-  Rose  will  not  sell  his 
hybrids,  his  “bits  of  leaves"  — 
which  are  available  to  any  fellow 
enthusiast  so  long  as  he  has  the 
stock  —  might  be  worth  a  fry. 

The  national  collection  of 
streptocarpus  is  held  by  Dibley*s 
Nursery.  Llanelidan,  Ruthin, 
Wales  LL15  2LG  (01978  790677) 
which  has  a  good  selection  of  plants 
for  sale  to  die  public.  About  60 
varieties  are  available  on  mail 
order  and  the  nursery  recommends 
choosing  plants  now  .to  be  sent  out 
in  March,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
growing  season. 

Dibley's  catalogue  is  free  —  send 
an  A4  stamped  addressed  envelope 
to  the  address  above.  Those  want¬ 
ing  to  visit  the  nursery  or  the 
national  coflection  should  ring  the 
number  above. 

Mr  Rose  emphasises  that  his 
collection  is  likely  to  appeal  to 
streptocarpus  enthusiasts  rather 
than  those  who  enjoy  looking  at 
gardens.  Those  who  would  like  to 
visit  the  collection  should  write  to 
Mr  Rose  at  26  Devonshire  Road. 
Bristol  BS6  7NJ.  Please  add  your 
telephone  number  or  indude  a 
stamped  addressed  envelope. 


I 


ACROSS 

1  Impressive  occasion  for  Jumbo's  last 
appearance  (6) 

4  Loth  to  suggest  something  of  Scott's 
to  read  (332.10) 

16  Pirate  lakes  succession  of  ships  with 
call  to  scuttle  one  completely  (4,43,6) 

17  Quickness  that  produces  illusion  of 
movement  19) 

IS  Artistic  technique  of  a  dab  hand  (7) 

19  Granny,  for  example,  is  after  the 
best  hairpiece  f7) 

20  Author  who  didn't  have  to  abide 
Arnold's  questioning  (II) 

21  Preparation  for  launch  that  finally 
cumv>  to  nothing  (54) 

22  Vegetable  I  swallowed  with  new 
drink  ISl 

23  Prepared  to  work,  dust  off  promis¬ 
ing  notes  ;Si 

26  Mj  stay  of  killers  training  to  go  out 
East  fft.23.6.7) 

30  Firm!'-  secure  stand  after  front  falls 
off  Si 

32  Data  analyst  K  a  big  government 
.supporter  Ci 

34  Around  midday,  tucked  in  article 
dropped  from  first  issue  by  editor  (71 

36  Prepare  for  jnb  as  union  negotiator 

(5. 

37  Dreadful  pain  associated  with  a  loss 
for  such  as  Housman’s  lad  19) 

39  Game  one  follows  with  people  is 
disaster  I9j 

41  Wonderful  person  you  may  have  at 
dinner  soon  fTj 

42  Military  leader  has  got  an  appalling 
shape  (7i 

43  Depart!  in  jewel-bearing  vein  not 
exhausted  (9) 

44  Incomplete  feature  arrived  back  in 
skeletal  form  (y) 

45  So  kmc  in  a  detached  stale  (5) 

46  Fell  to  tmer  point,  irritatingly 
caught  17) 

4$  Chinese  craft  rums  horizontally  to 
follow  missile  (7) 

50  Sran  of  good  weather  for  harvest  (51 

51  Story  of  a  teacher's  most  effective 
period  *53.2.4.4.6) 

57  Is  left  with  one  noun  and  two 
pronouns  (S) 

58  Just  storting  to  move  slowly.  Ant¬ 
arctic  explorer  abandoning  Pole  (Si 

59  Acidhead  showing  acuity  (9) 

62  Strike  in  French  terminal  (4.25) 

64  Current  controller  turned  ruddy 
odd.  comparatively  (7) 

66  Surprised  sound  from  Scot  tucking 
into  cheese  roll  (7) 

67  Change  positions  of  pieces  in  back 
rank  (9) 

65  Bear  left  here  —  it's  the  terminus 
(10.7) 

69  Infamous  book-keeper  (4.113) 

70  Ring  here  for  service  f6) 


DOWN 

1  A  stupid  chap  is  unable  to  commu¬ 
nicate  (7) 

2  After  which  sovereign  was  replaced 
by  half-crowns  (S.I0) 

3  Preservative  sailor  put  on  unfin¬ 
ished  bird  (9) 

5  Encourage  to  try  to  catch  up  (7) 

6  Outwitted  in  rebellion,  and  put  on 
trial  (5.2) 

7  Curious  rationale  for  one  who 
transfers  ownership  (9) 

8  Thoroughly  strip  and  get  to  wash 
1423,8) 

9  Put  into  perspective  warning  over 
cut  (II) 

10  Book-maker  taking  one's  capital  on 
a  horse  at  the  start  (6) 

11  Elizabeth's  favourite  cheese  (9) 

12  Take  carriage  about  a  mile,  or  go  by 
foot  (5) 

13  One  doesn’t  originally  behave  as  a 
sort  of  flatterer  (8) 

14  Bull  has  no  ring  —  removed  from 
nose  repeatedly  (8) 

15  As  one  dreadfully  crude  and  so  on 
might  well  be?  (10) 

22  I  almost  make  a  mistake  in  drugs 
before  operation  done  for  first  time 
(9) 

24  Applying  a  name  tag  in  error  on 
bottom  of  sketch  til) 

25  Ready  reckoner  for  traveller  abroad 
(8.4) 

26  Annie  Oakley,  perhaps  —  or  La 
Pasionaria.  say?  (10) 

27  East  European  region  in  which  Slav 
ran  a  tiny  resort  (12) 

28  Initially  putting  a  knot  here'd  check 
if  recollection  needed  (6,12) 

29  The  temerity  nf  the  girl,  introducing 
herseiC  t  IQ) 

31  Hear  prop  got  injured,  put  in  body- 
scanner  (H) 

33  Sign  nf  ominous  development  m 
golf-dub  handle  (4.3.233) 

35  Had  a  chance  to  show  off  country 
cottage  (5) 

38  Does  she  make  herself  a  name  in  the 
Times?  (5) 

40  It'S  swell,  having  met  nice  US 

characters  (9) 

47  Inexperienced  fielder,  but  he  helps 
the  bowlers  (5-6) 

49  It  may  suit  one  fine,  having  a 
regular  day  off  (6.4) 

52  There’s  precisely  nothing  in  odd 
parts  of  Argentina  —  such  as  this  (9) 

53  Foolish  acts,  but  initially  stopping 
short  of  mad  ones  (9) 

54  Copy  most  of  answers  without 
punishment  for  Jack  (9) 

55  Like  some  organs,  or  well-tempered 
claviers?  (5) 

56  A  large  number  of  handouts  distrib¬ 
uted  (5) 

59  After  Christmas  spirits,  he  decided 
to  stop  bring  tight  (7) 

60  Bind  trapped  by  cunning,  without 
mercy  {7} 

61  About  to  check,  having  received  a 
warning  (6) 

63  Turn  over  gun.  one  Colt  —  that's  an 
order  (5) 

65  Quietly  concealed  order  unleashing 
hound  (5) 


JUMBO  CROSSWORD 
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Win  a  methuselah  of  Moet  & 
Chandon  champagne  and  £100 
in  our  festive  quiz.  Five  runners- 
up  will  receive  £100.  Entries,  by 
January  6,  to:  Christmas  Jumbo 
Crossword,  Weekend,  The  Times,  1  Pennington 
Street,  London  El  9XN.  Solution  on  January  11 


ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Times  Two  Christmas 
Holiday  Crossword 

There  are  no  prizes  for  this  crossword.  The 


answers  will  be  published 
ACROSS 

1  Beer/lemonade  drink  (6) 

4  Concealing  contempt 

(83.4.6) 

16  Between  ruling  ministries 

flT) 

17  History  in  date  order  (9) 

18  Constructed  anew  (7) 

19  Crop  storehouse  (7) 

20  Of  poor  quality  (333.4) 

21  Malefactor  (9) 

22  Mountaineers  (8) 

23  Heavy  dub  (8) 

26  Prove  people's  mettle 

(4333.43.4) 

30  Custard  apple  (5) 

32  Making  ground  plan  (7) 

34  Confident;  definite  (7) 

36  Revive;  mass  meeting  (5) 

37  One  leaving  for  new  life  (9) 
39  Country  wear  (5,4) 

41  Railed  town  vehide  (7) 

42  Instructor  (7) 

43  Clumsy  incompetence  (9) 

44  (To  the)  ultimate  level  (16) 

45  Fruit;  water  variety  (5) 

46  Demand  too  much  of  (7) 

48  An  enactment  (7) 

50  Egypt  peninsula  (5) 

51  Small,  proper  beginnings 
(5,233.9) 

57  Eastern  © 

58  Wearing  fingerless  .gloves 

59  Metal  for  recycling  (5.4) 

62  Oblong  (11) 

64  Rxslever(7) 

66  Fungus  disease  (7) 

67  Most  hot,  arid  (weather)  (9) 

68  Royal  birthday  parade 

(B3J>) 

69  Eg  gong.  drum,  '{asno 

(10.10)  . 

70  Regard  highly  (6) 


on  Monday,  December  23 

DOWN 

1  (US)  down-and-out  area 

(43) 

2  Seif-descri  ptively  (written) 
(18) 

3  Swashbuckling  courage  (7- 

2) 

5  Repayer  for  injury  (7) 

6  It.  port;  a  cake  (5) 

7  Repetition  (of  action)  (9) 

8  "Govt . . .  by  the  people,  for 
the  people"  speech  (10,7) 

9  Reversible  words  (11) 

10  Subtie  distinction  (6) 

11  Titillating  joint  (5.4) 

12  Slowly  (mu&)  (5) 

13  Barred;  kept  out  (S) 

14  Largest  land  animal  (S) 

15  Causeof-death  exam  (4-6) 

22  Steering  group  (9) 

24  Wool-gatherers  (11) 

25  Of  acerbic  speech  (5-7) 

26  When  light  meal  is  ready 
(10) 

27  Muscle  spasm;  child's 
overactivity  (12) 

28  (Scientists’)  magnifier  (8,10) 

29  Etruscan  (10) 

31  Keep  girl  off  stage,  Mrs  — 
(Coward)  (11) 

33  Pipits  hero  (Dickens)  (5.12) 
35  Channel:  abandon  (5 
38  Human  trunk  (?) 

40  (Escaping)  without  harm 

(9) 

47  Mixed-fruit  ice  cream  (5-6) 
49  Old  hearing  aid  (3.7) 

52  Theatre  patnms  (9) 

53  Pub  landlord  (9) 

54  Roomy  (9) 

55  Thick  bread  slice  (8) 

56  Mare  honest  (8)  . 

59  Add  sugar  (to)  (7) 

60  Patent  remedy  (7) 

61  Very  drunk  (slang)  (6) 

6 3  Farewell  (5) 

65  Jeans  fabric  (5) 
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Stephen  Anderton  explains  how  to 
translate  those  exotic  plants  seen  on 
holiday  into  your  own  garden 


Just  bade  from  Madeira 
and  the;  Canaries,  my 
mind  is  full  of  how  to 
translate  to  Britain  those 
tropica]  effects  and  fabulous 
vegetation  to  make  my  own 
Quinta  do  Saffron  Walden. 

Without  die  hot  sunshine, 
achieving  those  wild,  hot  col¬ 
ours  is  rat  easy.  But  it  can  be 
done.  If  you  Want  to  bring 
home  the  tropical -style,  it  has 
to  be  done  with  a  different 
range  of  plants. 

Madeira  has  one  of  those 
alkhings-to^ll-pjants  clim¬ 
ates  which  allows  ordinary 
oak  trees  and  camellias  to 
grow  alongside  exotic  protea 
from  South  Africa  and  sizeable 
trees  of  the  angete  trumpet, 
Brugmansia  suaveolens.  drip¬ 
ping  with  enough  trumpets  to 
start  a  brass  band.  But  in 
hotter,  drier  Tenerife,  you  .see  . 
at  once  that,  even  grass,  let 
alone  a  lawn,  is  a  great  and 
rare  extravagance.  .  . 

Colourful  exotics  are  easy, 
but  a  lawn  needs  attention  arid 
especially  water; -  In  some 
places  coarse  Bermuda  grass. 
Cynodon  daefyfon ,  is  substi¬ 
tuted  for  our  range  of  fioer 
lawn  grasses,  but  even  that 
must  be  watered. 

In  a  pseudotropkal  British : 
garden,  getting  rid  of  the  lawn 
Begins  at  once  to  remove  that 
reminder  of  riarnphess  and 
constant  rains.  What  replaces 
it  is  a  matter  of  personal 
preference.-  Paving  is  efficient 
but  stili  very  British.  Gravel  is 
an  option,  or,  better  still,  the 
powdery  crushed  stone  seen 
under  trees  in  town  squares  on 
the  Continent.  Bare,  cultivated 
earth  looks  right,  tea  Never 
mind  that  Commandment  of 
English  Gardening  saying  no 
square  inch  should  be  left 
implanted,  this  is  tropical 
gardening  we  are  ttymg  to 
imitate  here,:  and  in  ^those 
climates  tbereis  plenty  of  bare 
soil,  especially  under  trees. 
This  is  the  place  where  hot- 
dimate  gardeners  build  little 
circular  ramparts  of  stones  or 
soQ  5-6in  high,  into  which  a 
puddle  of  water  can  be  deliv¬ 
ered  from  a  hose  pipe.  Then 
the  precious  ichor  sinks  down 
to  the  plant's  roots,  and  is  not 
subverted  by  grass.  ' 

The  striking  feature  of  aD 
the  island  gardens  I  saw  in 
late  autumn  was  The  strongly 
coloured  climbers  which  we 
cannot  grow  here.  Bougain¬ 
villeas.  scarlet  passion  flowers 

and  endless  members  of  the 
bignonia  family,  including 
pink  pandorea,  and  orange 
Cape  honeysuckle  (Tecomaria  - 


capensts)  and  the  “Fire**  vine 
Pyrostegia  vekusta.  The  only 
one  we  can  get  away  with  here 
is  the  orange  trumpet  vine 
Campsis  radiants. 

But  if  we  cannot  have  the 
wildest  -climbers,  at  least  we 
can  grow  any  number  of 
colourful  herbaceous  exotics, 
and  plants  with  extravagant 
foliage.  There  would  be  can- 
nas,:  dahlias,  verbenas,  sal¬ 
vias,  rinnias  and  titbonia  for 
colour!  arid,  for.  foliage,  grey- 
green  mdianthus,  the  almost 
hardy  banana  Musa  basjoo, 
the  cut-leaved  rhus.  variegated 
cannas,  arid  spotted  leopard 
plant  Farfugium  japoniaim 
‘Aureomactflarum’. 

The  great  reed  of  the  trepkal 
islands,  Arundo  donax,  would 
be  included  for  its  skyiine-tall 
stems  and  drooping  wind- 
woven  leaves.  For  spiky  fo¬ 
liage  and  palm-substitutes, 
there  would  be  cordy lines, 

.  yuccas  udd  phormium. 

There  are  so  many 
tender  things,  includ¬ 
ing  houseplants, 
which  can  be  bedded 
out  for  the  summer  If  you  want 
to;.  .give  the  impression  of 
tropical  gardening,  divias 
-can  sit  out  in  their  pots.  The 
Swiss  .cheese  plant  Monstera 
delidosa can  be  plunged  in 
the  sol  still  in  its  pot  for  the 
summer,  although  it  will  not 
produce  the  cuckcx>pint  flow¬ 
ers  and  green,  phallic,  pineap- 
ple-and-banana  flavoured 
frintshere. 

With  shelter,  even  large- 
leaved  begonias  such  as 
‘Lucema’,  rerand  sduziffii  can 
be  planted  out  for  tiie  summer. 
And  with  a  little  serious  taking 
of  cuttings  file  autumn  before, 
you  could  havea  whole  bed  of 
these  exotics  tp  plant  out 
. .  And  .if  we  cannot  have  the 
naturalised  banks  ,df  succu¬ 
lents  sochasprickly  pear  and 
AIoS  arborescens,  we  can  bed 
out  smaller  numbers  of  them, 
overwintered  in  a  greenhouse. 

Care  must  be  taken  when 
planting  out  evergreen  house- 
plants  that  tiie  transition  from 
house  to  garden  is  gradual. 
Indoor  gloom  even  to  British 
summer  outdoors  can  scorch 
the  leaves.  They  need  gradual 
hardening  off  like  bedding 
plants,  to  adjust  to  the  sun  and 
the  wind.  The  transition  from 
a  greenhouse  is  less  fierce.  - 
•  Curiously,  to  create  the 
tropical  effect,  what  we  most 
need  is  not  a  drought  summer, 
though  plenty  of  sun  is  help¬ 
ful  What  helps  most  is  an 
early  start  to  summer  warmth. 


Exotic  beauty:  the  HaMin  ‘David  Howard'  at  Great  Dixter 


Not  1,  not  2,  bur  3 
new  catalogues  from 
Mr  Fodxig3rs_ 

•  Hioditdl  of  pat  new  primes 
•n>e  fa  lanfrdocMc  paan 

•  I  acwmalowB  far  job  n  By 

•  Min  poaocs  8c  comma 
■  Rut  tad  aomu]  perennials 


The  Jacobean  mansion  of  mystery 


■  Hall  Place,  Bexley.  London 
(OKI-3037777). 

At  junction  o}A2andA223 L  Open  '  . 

Mon-Fri  7JOam-dusk,  weekends  and  ~- 
Bank  Hols  9am-dusk.  Free. 

Many  of  the  parks  in  the  boroughs  of 
Greater  London  are  a  public  mystery 
whereas  they  deserve  to  be  much  better 
known  and  visited  like  the  great  country 
house  gardens  in  rural  counties.  Many 
survive  from  the  grand  private  houses 
builT  when  London  was  tiie  hub  of 
political  and  social  life,  and  Jacobean 
Hall  Place  is  a  prime  example. 

This  outstanding  mansion  is  iwimmae- 
ujately  maintained  gardens  whose  extent 
belies  their  urban  surrotirKfings.  At  this 
time  of  year  the  elegant  proportions  of  the 

garden  are  best  appreciated;  spacious 
lawns  and  fine  trees  leading  to  walks 
along  the  River  Cray- 
Outstanding  topiary  provides  winter 
shape,  while  the  yfew  hedge  arid  andent 
bride  wall  thatbadc  two  sides  of  a  double 
herbaceous  border  also  help  pr  eserve  the 
garden^  framework. 

for  anyone  in  tiie  area  looking  for  a 
walk  in  an  historic  setting.  Hall  Place. 
offers  a  lesser-known  alternative  to 
London'S  renowned  historic  paries  such  as 

Osterley,  Chiswick  and  Syon. 

■  Roundhay  Park  (Tropical  World  . 

OmalGardoi4.R<n,,,*fil^yR«ad' 

Leeds  01B-266 1850).  1 

Take  ASS  Roundhay  Road  from  city  -  * 

centre;  offA6120  northentring 
road.  Open  daily  (except  Dec  25)* 
lOam-dusk.  Free.  ‘  , 

As  far  removed  from  an  intimate. 
garden  as  you  could  imagine.  Roundftay 
Krk  is  tiie  ideal  place  to  visit  during  me 
winter  holiday  period  when  it  K  a 
kaleidoscope  of  eye-openmg  surprises 
children  and  horticultural  rarities.  for  tiie 

***The  park  has  belonged  to  Leeds  city 
council  (whose  reputation  fa-  maintain¬ 
ing  and  managing  titehistonc^^ 

gWens  in  their  area  K  S«oro3  ,ro  none) 
§nce  I87L  before  whidi  the  site  was  an 
enormous  kitchen  and  .  - 

belonging  to  the  wealthy  Nu&olson 


OPEN  THIS  WEEKEND 


Hie  Temple  of  Apollo  at  Stairhead 

.  f  -  t  : 

family.  The  two  great  features  today  are 
the  ornamental  canal  gardens  and  tiie 
tropical  greenhouses  (whose  collection  is 
only  bettered  by  Kew). 

1  Roundhay  offers  the  bonus  of  fauna  to 
complement  thefiora:  there  are  monkeys, 
butterflies,  birds  and  other  creatures 
sated  to  the  habitat  And  there  is  also 
plotty  of  parkland  for  walking  and 
enjoying  tfaEngJish  winter  before  mov¬ 
ing  beneath  tiie  glass  for  something 
altogether  more  exotic. 

■  StonrheadLStonrton,  Wiltshire 
(01747  840348). 

OffA3Q3  at  Mere,  three  miles  north 
via  B3092  toStourton.  Open  daily  all 
year9antrdusk.  £3.  children  £1  JO. 

It  is  admiraUe  that  the  National  T^ust  not 
only  keeps  the  jewel  of  its  ISth-centuiy 
landscape-  gardens  open  all  year  but 
offers  a  reduced  entrance  fee  during  tiie 
vinter  months.  As  I  haw  written  during 
the  past  weeks  about  otiier  landscape 
gardens  (Studley  Royal  and  Rievauk 
Terrace  for  instance)  there  is  a  certain 


magic  about  these  places  in  winter  with 
which  nib  amount  of  summer  colour  and 
foliage  can  compete.  . 

The  quality  of  light  that  enhances  the 
views  across  Stourhead’s  beautiful  lake, 
picking  up  on  the  done  of  the  Pantheon  at 
one  end  or  the  bridge  and  Bristol  Cross  at 
the  other  makes  one  appreciate  the  vision 
of  the  18th-century  garden-makers  such 
as  Henry  Hoare,  creator  of  Stourhead 
from  1741.  . 

I  cannot  think  of  a  better  antidote  to  the 
excesses  of  Christmas  Day  than  a  brisk 
circuit  of  the  Stourhead  lake,  taking  in  the 
various  detours  to  the  grotto,  the  Temple 
of  Apollo  perched  among  the  trees  above 
one  side  of  tiie  lake,  and  the  paths  that 
-  lead  off  among  the  trees. 

And  of  course,  if  you  are  purist  like 
myselt  you  will  see  Henry  Hoorn's  18th- 
century  landscape  and  the  trees  added 
between  1790  and  1840  by  Ids  great- 
nephew,  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  without  the 
blazing  colour  of  the  rhododendrons 
added  at  the  end  of  the  19th  century, 
which  attracts  thousands  of  visitors  in  late 
spring  and  early  summer. 

■  Morrab  Subtropical  Garden, 
Penzance;  Cornwall  0)1736  62541, 

ext 3322). 

Signpostedfrom  Pentanes.  Open  all  i 
year  dawn  fo  dusk.  Free. 

Britain^  climate  hartfly  allows  for  broad- 
leafed  evergreens  from  tropical  or  warm  i 
temperate  places,  but  southern  Cornwall 
is  ora  of  tte  few  places  they  survive.  There 
is  no  better  contrast  to  the  cold,  bare 
branches  that  dominate  most  gardens  at 
this  time  of  year  than  Morrab,  which 
■deserves  its  subtropical  name. 

The  garden  was  created  during  the  19th 
century  by  Reginald  Upcher.  who  took 
.  full  advantage  of  exotic  species  of  trees 
and.  shrubs  then  bring  introduced  to 
Britain.  Rarities  such  as  tiie  New  Zealand 
cabbage  palm  tree  combine  well  with  the 
winter-flowering  sasanqua  camellias  and 
wonderfully  period  architectural  flour¬ 
ishes.  such  as  the  bandstand  and  ornate 
fountain,  to  preserve  the  rich  Victorian 
character.  ' 

George  Plumptre 


•  The  new  &  unique  ‘Gmiee  Sock' 

•  l£0  page,  of  grades  impiaiioa 
-  O'er  1300  cotoar  f&ocopzpltt 

iSSr  75im7/ 

spoil joursdf.  552512 

Kr*MrMb<«bIVm 

SwfatMu  uluiQITQP 
Fifing  01  en  75  rm 


TUT  I  BKHi  TIMES 

To  advertbe  every 
week  In 

Cornu*  &  Gardens 
please  call 
Zoe  Hoskins 
on  0171  680  6116. 


VICTORIAN 
BACK 
LANTERNS 

(cancelled  order) 

Not  normally  Bramble. 

HAND-MADE  mbiack- 
bqoend  solid  copper  whfa 
solid  fanes  fittings- Re¬ 
designed  Ci  oiu  an  angina] 
Victorian  gas  lantern,  wired 
for  electriciiv. 

£]9Sj00l  13”x  20*’.  Details 

Tel:  01531  670803 


A  NEW  GUARDIAN 
GARAGE  DOOR 


Storm  clouds  over  Great  Dixter.  Sussex,  emphasise  the  “tropical"  plants  that  become  a  cauldron  of  colour  in  late  summer  C-anna,  verbena  and  dahlia  raw  all  give  that  “tropical”  effect 

so  that  our  season  is  length-  potted  on  under  glass  than  ^ _ 

ened  and  these  tender  plants  checked  by  cold.  •. 

have  maredays  in  which  to  Once  the  plants  are  out.  HOMES  &  GARDENS 
grow,  establish  and  strut  their  watering,  when  it  happens,  is 
stuff.  To  that  end.  good,  rich  generous  and  thorough;  wa- 

soD  is  a  great  benefit.  .  tering  of  the  little-and-often  _ , , 

At  Great  Dixter  in  Sussex,  school  is  frowned  on.  In  the 
Christopher  lioyd  has  made  a  well-enriched  sail,  plants  grow 
tropical  garden  in  an  rid  rose  hard  and  fast,  so  that  by 
sarroapded  by  tall  August,  when  the  garden  is 
yew  hedges,  which  becomes  a  coming  up  to  its  peak,  foliage  u  wLir 

cauldron  of  colour  in  late  is  as  generous  as  flower.  (oncdiedonJer) 

summer.  To  walk  into  it.  even  Paulownia  steins  storied  .iTTrKTL*, 

in  autumn,  is  like  drowning  in  last  winter  are  fat  rods  12ft 

v  ■  ”  Wgh  with  leav«  the  size  of  .JSTX-c 

-  Fergus  Garrett,  tiie  head  dinner  plates.  You  can  walk  ■  sure *od  ptramiau 

gardener  at  Great  Dixter.  tikes  under  the  banana  leaves.  -  .■«■**■ . jtm  dengned  fiom  an  odgmai 

to  start  plants  for  bedding  out  And  all  in  dear  rid  Britain.  •-xfccoewAcaai^c'GaafaaSocfc'  vicuna  gas  lantern,  wired 

—  such  as  Nioociana  sylvestris  m  ArAortnn  ’ lt0  w _ 

and  the  castor  oO  plant  —  as  nWB~.jr-.lw, 

early  as  he  can,  to  gain  time.  Gardening  Cruise  to  Madeira  .  Td:  01531  670803 

But  he  never  plants  them  out  and  the  Canaries  last  month.  HoSm* 

until  tfte  weather  has  properly  m  This  week  he  won  a  Garden  ©0108  ■  T 

wanned  up,  so  they  do  not  Writers  Guild  award  in  the  Goon.  751887/ 

suffer  a  check.  Better  to  be  consumer  press  category.  spoil  mntf  552512 


potted  on  under  glass  than 
checked  by  cold.  -.  _ 

•  Once  the  plants  are  out. 
watering,  when  it  happens,  is 
generous  and  thorough;  wa¬ 
tering  of  the  little-and-often 
school  is  frowned  on.  In  the 
well-enriched  sail,  plants  grow 
hard  and  fast,  so  that  by 
August,  when  the  garden  is 
coming  up  to  its  peak,  foliage 
is  as  generous  as  flower. 

Paulownia  stems  storied 
last  winter  are  fat  rods  12ft 
high  with  leaves  the  size  of 
dinner  plates.  You  can  walk 
under  the  banana  leaves. 

And  all  in  dear  rid  Britain. 

•  Stephen  Anderton  was  a 
guest  lecturer  on  The  Times 
Gardening  Cruise  to  Madeira 
and  the  Canaries  last  month. 

•  This  week  he  twi  a  Garden 
Writers  Guild  award  in  the 
consumer  press  category. 


WARWICK 

BUILDINGS 


UPT0  9PM  -  7  MY5  A  WtU 


’WORKROOMS 

'GARAGES 

'STABUNO 
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Tet  01926  815757 


Orchids!  AM you  need L- 
Where  to  see  and  buy  flea,  ant  to*  to  gnw  item. 
For  a  free  pride  tend  two  la  class  stamps  M: 

British  Oniid  Growers  Assoobmo,  38  Horace  Road, 
College  Tomi,  Camberiqr,  Surrey,  GU154QD. 


1 0O  r  rvnrifT 

^KWinter  Speach 

^ m 01)7 

- - -  AdWfAflVtylRW 

AtooMbarf  W>nt»r  Plr*»  £TI2  Mcti.  Any  3  tor  E2S. 
50-rtO*  100-C18®  6nrno«|MtE8*Mh. 

N— MBiaaage  ^ 

w— m  South  Wood  Ham  Ferrara. 
|h— Essex  CM3  5QP  _ 

Herb  &  Wild-flower  seeds. 

Quality  garden  labels:  zinc,  copper, 
alnminiimi,  plastic,  scratch-on  &  wooden. 

Wooden  I  ^yv~~Ti  JK 
Hurdles  I rZJCtt  .  |frA  n  _ 
24nxi8"  Srnn 


fasmtffhl  hntgniral  rank. . 

Semi  for  free  fets  {card  or  label  ( 
sapfcs  2  x26p  straps} 

Wells  &  Winter,  Mereworth, 
Maidstone  ME1S5NB. 


HARD  WATER 

I  he  Scientific  Solution 


Terence  Cbneo 

The  Final  Catalogue 

of  Signed 


CTO.OBE.BGI 

Tw?-lwii 


-SgMdbyife  oi7i  935  0818 

Ut  artist  Prices  fraa  £75  to  C175.  ficcOI71  935  5720 


k  FREEPHONE 

0800  132899 

H  ;  K!  I  Bill  h  i  i UK  I 
Liners  open  24-  hours.  7  envs 


Incredible  low-cost 
computer  technology! 
Krystal  fits  in  minutes 
-  it's  the  simplest, 
most  efficient  answer 
to  lime  scale  problems 
ever  devised! 

Bcpeitenoa  solliiMar  tiendHts  NW 
throughout  your  home  -  dean,  tysan 
and  absolutely  no  chamkahl  \bu 
can  fit  ftystal  yourealf  In  5  irrinutes 

INHIBITS  SiiBBcate  fanning  in  ketfias 
and  appltancaa.  -  DtSSOUES  CDdsdng 
imaBcalB  tom  your  whole  water 
system.  •  GIVES  YOU  better  tolhar 
from  less  soap,  wawr  Is  kindar  to  skin 
and  hair.  *  PRESERVES  healthgiving 
nabaal  substances  fai  your  water.  * 
SAVES  YOU  MONEY  on  soap  and 
detergents.*  MAKES  YOUR  BOILER 
more  efficient  and  prolongs  Ha  life. 

'PEATS  THE  WHOLE  FAR  IKS  THAW  £80 

TWAL 
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HOMESWAP 


What  you  can  buy  far  the  seme  money  around  the  country 


Perfect  for  a  night  on  the  tiles 

Vrf'  rx  l  al  l  Fai 


> 

|1 
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The  Romans  had  the  answer  to 
heating  today's  open-plan  and 
loft-style  homes.  Emma  Mahony 
on  the  value  of  underfloor  heating 


L 


■  <vE  N- -  -•i-.'V-- J .  jr<l  . 

:  f.VSfP .  CS«. !  Aw*.  ff 


A  long  lease  on  this  three-bedroom  fiat  with  a  roof  terrace,  an  ths 
upper  floors  of  a  comer  Victorian  house  overlooking  Warwick  - 
Square,  half  a  mQe  from  Victoria  Station,  costs  £2711,000, 
including  a  share  of  the  freehold. 

(Chestertons  Residential,  0171-634  9998). 
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\  Stacks'  at  SfaBioT.  V-; 
iupport  thefloor .  .«■  V. 
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For  the  same  sum  (his  architect-designed  six-bedroom  family 
house  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Lomond,  near  Arrochar,  Scotland 
comes  with  six  acres  of  gardens,  tennis  courts,  triple  garage,  a 
boat-house,  slipway  and  mooring. 

(Savills.  0131  226  6961). 


Zjjhuap  proof 

VWiW*1 


*  4‘ 


Underfloor  heating 
(UFH)  is  enjoying 
its  biggest  revival 
in  Britain  since 
Roman  times.  Although  it 
accounts  for  a  minute  fraction 
of  the  total  heating  market,  loft 
apartments  and  self-build  de¬ 
velopments  are  demanding 
better  heating  for  rooms  with 
high  ceilings. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  for 
the  popularity  of  UFH  is  that  it 
is  cheap  to  install.  While  UFH 
has  always  been  a  favourite  at 
the  top  of  the  aid  of  the 
property  market,  lower  prices 
are  bringing  h  in  line  with 
radiators.  You  can  now  install 
a  system  from  as  little  as  £12  to 
£35  per  sq  metre.  Prices  vary 


For  a  Bate  more-£295,000~you  could  buy  this  seduded 
five-bedroom  19th  century  house  In  seven  acres  of  formal 
gardens  and  woodland,  at  Cod  den  ham,  Suffolk.  Oakwood 
House  comes  with  double  garage,  thatched  cold  house, 
timber-framed  bam,  summerhouse  and  tennis  court. 
(Swills.  01473  223191).  , 
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CHEHYLTAYLOR 


Tt fias 


according  to  location  and  sire 
of  the  floor  area:  die  great¬ 
er  die  area,  die  cheaper  it 
becomes. 

Ian  Mills  of  Wirsba  one  of 
the  biggest  underfloor  heating 
suppliers  in  die  world, 
attributes  the  interest  to  home¬ 
owners  who  buy  a  plot  of  land 
and  design  their  own  houses. 
“Although  the  capital  cost  is 
higher.  UFH  will  last  die  life 
of  the  house  and,  unlike 
radiators,  does  not  need  re¬ 
newing  every  12  to  15  years." 
he  says.  “Once  installed  in  a 
well-insulated  building,  the 
running  costs  will  be  consider¬ 
ably  lower  —  particularly  for 
rooms  with  high  ceilings.”  The 
cheaper  running  costs  are 


Viners  Silver-Plated  Cutlery 


Buy  a  58-piece  silver- 
plated  canteen  of  cutlery 
for  £149.99,  saving  £200 
on  the  mnp  of  £349.99 
and  get  a  silver-plated 
ice  bucket  FREE 


Our  Viners  58- 
j  '  /  piece  cutlery  set  is 
housed  in  an 
V.  attractive,  lined, 

.  _  -  -  wooden  canteen  and 
p*  ~  'rr  contains  eight  place 
{'-  V  settings  of  table  knife, 
£.  y  table  fork,  dessert 

rv  knife,  dessert  fork, 
dessert  spoon,  teaspoon, 
soup  spoon  and  two 
serving  spoons.  Available 
in  a  choice  of  four  designs  -  Kings,  Bead, 
Harley  and  Dubarry  -  the  cutlery  has  a  15- 
year  guarantee. 

You  ■will  also  receive  a  FREE  silver-plated 
ice  bucket,  with  a  four  litre  capacity  and 
decorative  ring  handles,  mrrp  of  £59.99. 
This  special  price  of  £149.99  offers  a  total 
mrrp  saving  of  £259.99,  inclusive  of 
carriage.  Please  allow  2S  days  for  delivery. 
If  you  are  not  completely  satisfied  return 
within  seven  days  for  a  full  refund.  Offer 
available  in  the  UK  only. 


Harley  Bead  Kings  Dubarry 


Fill  in  the  coupon  and  send  together  with 
cheque  or  postal  order/s  (no  cash)  to: 

The  Times  Cutlery  Offer  FX221  PO  Box 
69,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Beds,  LU7  72 D  or 
use  the  24  hour  order  line  below. 


The  Times  Viners  Silver-Hated 
Cutlery  Offer 


Postcode 


I  Pattern  Required  I  Quantity  I  £  Per  Item 


Price  includes  postage  and  packing,  i  enclose  a  cheque/ postal  j 
experts)  made  payable  to:  77ie  Tfrnes  FTB00  • 

■ 

VSKlft . -to. .  j 

Or  debit  my  Acoes^Vsa  cad  number.  » 


. . 

Signature . 
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Madeleine  Sanderson  enjoys  the  warm  stone  floor  of  her  apartment  in  west  London,  which  has  underfloor  heating 


because  of  the  principle  of 
radiant  heat,  which  requires  a 
lower  air  temperature  because 
warmth  is  spread  evenly 
across  die  room.  Radiators 
give  off  convection  heat,  heat¬ 
ing  the  higher  strata  of  the  air 
in  the  room  first  instead  of 
warming  from  the  feet 
upwards. 

Some  architects  are  particu¬ 
larly  keen  on  the  oui-ofeieht 
aspect  of  UFH.  because  it  fits 
in  with  their  minimalist  de¬ 
signs.  “Radiators  can  dictate 
how  you  finish  a  room.  They 
are  unnecessarily  dominant 
without  spreading  heat  evenly 
across  a  space."  says  Ian 
Hogarth,  of  Li  tun  an  Goddard 
Hogarth.  “We  often  recom¬ 
mend  underfloor  heating  to 
diems,  espedally  in  loft-style 
apartments  where  it  helps 
with  open  planning." 

Madeleine  Sanderson,  a 
film  producer  who  lives  in  a 
loft-style  apartment  in  west 
London,  inherited  her  under¬ 
floor  heating  from  the  previ¬ 
ous  owner,  an  architect  "I’d 
never  have  thought  of  install¬ 
ing  it  myself."  she  says.  "But  it 
dob  seem  to  stop  the  stone 
floors  being  so  chilly,  espedal¬ 


ly  when  so  much  of  the  heat  of 
the  flat  goes  out  through  the 
big  windows.  My  favourite  bit 
is  coming  down  the  stairs  in 
the  morning  and  stepping  on 
to  a  warm  floor." 


Comfort  is  the  main 
reason  why  people 
choose  underfloor 
heating.  When  Mark 
and  Alex  Hoyle  restored  the 
kitchen  of  Loddendon  Manor 
at  Staplehunst,  Kent,  they  con¬ 
sidered  installing  healers  in 
the  bottom  of  die  kitchen  units. 
"But  the  heat  would  have  been 
too  much,"  Mrs  Hoyle  says. 

With  an  old  timber-joisted 
ceiling  nearly  2Sft  high  and  a 
floor  space  of  2S  sq  ft,  radia¬ 
tors  would  have  been  ugly  and 
ruined  the  period  look,  partic¬ 
ularly  when  wall-mounted. 
“Underfloor  heating  was  the 
best  option,  espedally  as  the 
room  was  north  fadng,”  Mrs 
Hoyle  says. 

As  part  of  a  six-week  refur¬ 
bishment.  including  underlay¬ 
ing  a  concrete  floor  before 
installing  the  heating,  the 
system  they  put  in  cost  about 
£3,000.  “Our  main  cost  was 
not  the  heating  but  die  tiles; 


we  invested  in  an  Umbria 
terracotta-style  stone  which 
cost  £6.000  in  total,”  Mrs 
Hoyle  says.  “But  it  is  worth  it 
—  and  the  dogs  love  it." 

Modem  UFH  systems  are 
particularly  suitable  for 
ground  floors,  because  they 
can  be  used  with  stone,  mar¬ 
ble,  granite,  ceramic  tiles  and 
timber,  fn  the  1960s  and  1970s. 
the  systems  were  run  on 
electridty  and  were  expensive. 
Now  they  are  based  on  hot 
water  pushed  through  cross- 
linked  polyethylene  plastic 
pipes,  which  are  sandwiched 
between  insulating  layers.  The 
pipes  are  laid  in  a  snake  or 
snail  fashion  and  can  be 
linked  to  radiators  upstairs. 

One  of  the  main  downsides 
to  UFH  installation  is  that  it 
means  a  lot  of  upheaval, 
making  it  much  more  suitable 
far  putting  into  new  homes  or 
where  major  refurbishment  is 
being  done. 

Most  systems  can  be  in¬ 
stalled  with  a  normal  heating 
boiler  and  are  more  energy- 
efficient,  because  the  system 
works  at  a  lower  temperature. 
To  make  radiators  work  they 
have  to  be  about  80C  to  85C 


When  you  consider  that  water 
in  a  hot  tap  is  55C,  you  can  see 
that  there  is  a  lot  of  pressure 
on  a  bofler,"  says  Rex  Ingram, 
of  the  UFH  Manufacturers* 
Association.  “Water  in  the 
pipes  for  UFH  need  only  be 
about  43C,  no  hotter  than  the 
palm  of  your  hand." 

While  Britain  may  have  a 
long  way  to  go  until  it  reaches 
Germany's  eco-mindedness. 
where  80  per  cent  of  new 
houses  have  UFH,  it  has  still 
come  a  long  way  since  that 
Roman  underfloor  heating.  In 
those  days,  the  systems  were 
stoked  by  a  furnace  outside  the 
building  carrying  hot  gases 
through  a  flue  into  a  central 
expansion  chamber  in  the 
room.  Temperature  control 
was  so  hand  to  regulate  that, 
as  the  floor  got  hotter,  the 
Romans  resorted  to  wearing 
wooden-soled  sandals.  Not 
quite  so  dog-friendly. 

•  UFH  Manufacturers' 
Association.  0  IS  1-94 1 7080. 

•  Recommended  companies: 
Wirsbo,  01293  548512;  [PEC.  0171- 
6224333 ;  Retig.  01299 250700: 
David  Robbins.  01424  830140: 
Thermoboard,  01392 444122; 
Enrirofloor,  01 154160 3659. 


Paul  Richardson  offers  some  advice  on  preparing  for  a  seasonal  visitor 


A  clean 
sweep 
for 
Santa 


MARTIN  BEDQALL 


As  you  hang  the  stockings  around . 
the  fireplace  on  Christmas  Eve. 
spare  a  thought  for  the  grey-haired 
old  gem  who  will  shortly  be  arriving  to  fill 
them.  In  a  recent  survey,  nine  out  of  ten 
Santas  said  they  had  developed  coughs  as 
a  result  of  inhaling  'soot.  U  was  bad 
enough  sending  little  boys  up  chimneys, 
but  sending  GAPs  down  them  seems  like 
a  very  cruel  form  of  exploitation. 

But  there  is  something  we  can  da  We 
can  have  our  chimneys  regularly  cleaned, 
which  at  least  eases  the  pressure  on 
Santa'S  lungs  and  cuts  down  on  his 
laundry  tails.  A  dirty'  chimney  does  no 
favours  for  the  rest  of  us  either.  Recent 
incidents  of  carbon  monoxide  poisoning 
from  a  blocked  or  partially  blocked  flue, 
and  the  increasing  frequency  of  chimney 
fires  (Britain  has  one  of  the  highest  rates 
in  Europe),  suggest  that  we  are  insuffi¬ 
ciently  acquainted  with  our  local  chimney 
sweeps  —  or  “chimney  technicians"  as 
they  are  now  called.  Depending  on  the 
kind  of  fuel  burned  in  the  fireplace,  a 
chimney  should  be  cleaned  either  once 
every  three  months  (wood  fixes  and 
stoves),  once  a  year  (ofl.  gas.  smokeless 
coal)  or  twice  a  year  ftaruminous  coal). 

According  to  Martin  Glynn  of  the 
National  Association  of  Chimney  Sweeps, 
whose  215-strong  membership  accounts 
for  most  of  the  sweeps  operating  in  the 
UK.  the  main  cause  of  chimney  problems 
is  the  build  upoftar  and  dust  on  the  walls 
of  the  flue,  which  can  only  be  removed  by 
the  action  of  brushing.  (There  are  a  lot  of 


■ 


Martin  Glynn  sweeps  another  chimney  clean  before  the  big  day  arrives 


cowboys  who  go  around  convincing 
housewives  that  a  vacuum  cleaner  alone 
will  do  the  trick,  which  is  just  not  true," 
Mr  Glynn  says.)  Sooty  build-up  is 
exacerbated  by  burning  wet  or  green 
wood,  which  releases  dangerous  amounts 
of  creosote  and  tar  into  the  chimney. 

If  your  fire  won't  light  or  smokes  out 
your  living  room,  the  cause  may  be  a 
badly-fitted  chimney  pot  or  cowl  —  the 
technical  term  for  a  device  that  prevents 
birds  and  other  ,  objects,  alive,  or  dead, 
from  falling  in. 

Again,  the  chimney  sweep  can  help, 
diagnosing  the  problem  and  replacing  the 
offending  piece  of  roof  furniture.  “Good 
sweeps  will  be  looking  up  to  see  whars  on 
top  of  the  flue  before  mar  van  wheels 
have  stopped,"  Mr  Glynn  says. 

Calling  in  a  sweep  is  a  far  less 
bothersome  business  than  you  might 
imagine.  The  chimney  technician  at  work 
is  also  a  fascinating  sight  to  see.  The 
sweeping  process  normally  takes  between 


30  and  45  minutes.  Modem  sweeps  use 
plenty  of  dust-sheets  and  a  vacuum, 
utiiim  is  just  as  well,  because  a  chimney 
vriuch  has  not  been  deaned  for  three  or 
tour  years  may  produce  a  sackful  of  soot 
The  N ACS  is  keen  to  rid  the  profession 
at  its  Mary  Poppins  image,  but  sweeping 
also  has  its  entertaining  side.  In  some 
quarters  a  sweep  is  still  thought  to  bring 
good  luck,  mid  many  of  the  association's 
members  offer  a  wedding  call-out  service. 
Tradition  dies  hard,  despite  all  the  talk  of 
safety  and  efficiency.  In  a  well-worn 
custom,  when  the  sweeping's  done  and 
me  blackened  brush  emerges  from  the 
rooftops.  leaving  a  chimney  you  could  eat 
your  mmce-pies  off,  the  customer  is 
always  invited  outside  to  take  a  lode.  The 
atikfren  love  it,"  Mr  Glynn  says.  (And  so 
will  Santa  Claus.) 

•  The  National  Association  of  Chimney 

Swefafnepkone09008334&L 

•Moran  Gtjmn of  B.G.  Wright  Sleeps  can  be 

muacud  on 0181-302 5468:*  ^ 
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pristine  Wheeler  views  a  sumptuous  apartment  that  would  make  an  ideal  Christmas  gift  for  a  multimillionaire 


An  expansive,  expensive  view  fawn  the  Monte  rari»  flat 

The  flat 
to  break 


in  Monte 


HOUSE  Oh  the  WEEK 


Eighth  floor  apartment.  La  FJorestan,  Boulevard 
D’ttafie,  Monaco  •  Price:  4.5m  •  Setting:  This  is  an 
address  to  impress.  Nice  airport  20  mins  by  car, 
or  &  mins  by  helicopters.  Yachts  can  be  moored  just 
opposite.  •  Shopping:  Your  guess  first  please 
•  Entertainment  Lacoste  for  the  tiny  Italian  cafes  or 
haute  couture  for  snooty  French  establishments. 
Drive  the  Monaco  Grand  Prix  circuit  every  day 


The  interior  has  the  opulence  of  an  ambassadorial  residence 


Left:  in  Monte  Carlo  your  personal  balcony  count  is  a 
symbol  of  high  status  and  depth  of  wallet 
Above:  the  main  bedroom  with  luxurious  canopied  bed 


If  your  beloved  has  every¬ 
thing,  including  a  fleet  of 
ofl  tankers,  how  do  you 
show  you  care  at  Chnrt- 
raas?  WeD,  yon  couia  test  your 
mega-rich  paramour's  lade  of 
materialism  and  sense  of 
humour  fay  offering  only  a 
badly  wrapped  lava  lamp:  But 
to  avoid  a  festive  season  in 
painful  traction,  why  notjii i- 
gle  the  keys  to  a  £4j6  ntzffion 
apartment  taking  up  the 
eighth  floor  of  a  modem  pink  - 
and  white  Nock  in  Monte 
Cario,  where  such  outrageous 
prices  barely  raise  a  perfectly 
plucked  ey^jrow. 

In  Monaca  £46  million  is. 
middle  market  Nothing-spe¬ 
cial  two-bedroom  flats  start  at 
£1  million  and  ont  penthouse, 
admittedly  with  the  acreage  of 
a  small  parish  and  a  rooftop 
swimming  pool  bagger  than 
your  local  lido,  is  on  sale  for 
£15  million. 

This  is  the  Hello!  world  of 
private  jets  and  double-parked  : 
Ferraris.  where  public  trans¬ 
port  to  Nice  airport  is  by  heli¬ 
copter;  where  you  can  wear 
designer  labels  with  pride  and 
give  your  sable  a  guilt-free 
airing  in  readiness  for  Gstaad. 

The  principality  is  500  acres 
of  mainly  apartment  blocks, 
with  little  room  for  private 
gardens,'  hence  your  personal 
balcony  count  is  a  symbol  of 
status  and  depth  of  wallet 
You  will  not  be  surprised  to  . 
learn  thai  every  room,  except 


the  guest  bathroom,  in  our 
extravaganza  has  its  own. 
huge  pillared  -terrace  with 
ornately  carved  ceilings  remi¬ 
niscent  of  lavish  Moorish 
teats,  tegfr-sodety  rustic  forni- 
ture  and  giant  terracotta  pots.. 
Inside,  all  pots  are  Chinese 
porcelain,  as  befits  an  interior 
with  the  opuknee  of  an  am¬ 
bassadorial  residence,  with 
marble,  silk,  walnut  and  lem¬ 
on  wood. -Happily  the  ormolu 
has  been  kept  to  a  minimum. 
The  corridor  running  the 
length  of.  toe-flat  would  not 
disgrace  Kensington  Palace. 

Leafing  through  toe  bro¬ 
chure  I  had  some  misgivings 
about  what  I  thought  looked 
like  flock  wallpaper-  Silly  me. 
That  £4.6  million  guarantees 
reception  rooms  lilted  with  toe 
palest  blue  silk  damask,  an 
understated  backdrop  for  the 
intricate  Persian  rugs  and 
delicately  inlaid  furniture. 

In  tiie  main  bedroom  (one  of 
four,  all  m  suite  with  walk-in 
dosets  thesize  of  a  studio  flat) 
earn,  cream  and  gold  hand- 
painted  silk  matches  the  cano¬ 
pied  bed  and  complements  the 
two  chocolate  brown  velvet 
safes.  One  small  child  with  a 
chocolate  eclair  could  cause 
profound  paranoia  in  this 
property.  I  suspect  that  cover¬ 
ing  the  walls  with  high  de¬ 
nomination  dollar  bills  would 
have  been  cheaper.  Do  silk 
walls  need  vacuuming?  Who 
cares;  disposing  of  dust  would. 


of  course,  be  delegated  to  staff. 

Like  most  who  move  in 
Mortegasque  aides,  where 
more  time  is  spent  in  the  bath 
than  at  the  stove.  I  did  not 
linger  in  the  kitchen:  clinical 
white  and  chrome,  every  ap¬ 
pliance  known  to  man  (or.  in 
flus  town,  Fflpina  maid]  and  a 
tiled  floor  you  could  operate 
an.  A  shiny  showroom  where, 
God  forbid,  a  grubby  teatowd 
or  rogue  spot  of  caviare  should 
sully  its  sflenl  perfection. 

This  flat  has  an  A-plus 
interior.  Not  to  your  taste?  No 
worries,-  fly  in  one  of  your 
many  friends  who  dabble  in 
design  to  sip  Pernod  on  the 
Avenue  Princesse  Grace  and 
plan  the  remodelling. 

What  you  are  after  is  the  640 
square  metres  in  a  tiny  princi¬ 
pality  where  space  is  at  a 
premium.  Unusually  for  Mon¬ 
te  Carlo,  where  they  make 
their  money  work,  the  wood- 
panelled  reception  area  (which 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold)  is 
cavernous,  with  ape  perfectly 
placed  blade  leather  sofa.  No 
dried  flower  arrangements 
here.  Even  the  material 
draped  in  the  lifts  to  protect 
the  walls  as  furniture  was 
moved  looked  smarter  than 
my  drawing  room  curtains. 

This  flat's  one  drawback  is 
location:  . only  A-minus.  In  the 
property  hierarchy  one  really 
ought  to  overlook  either  the 
harbour  or  Casino  square,  or 
have  panoramic  views  of  toe 


Med.  Draping  myself  elegant¬ 
ly  against  the  balcony 
balastrade  in  winter  sunshine 
strong  enough  in  wear  Ray- 
bans  without  looking  a  com¬ 
plete  poser,  the  scene  looked 
pretty  acceptable  to  me 
paragliders  catching  the 
therms;  toe  brilliant  blue  be¬ 
yond  toe  rows  of  palms  and 
toe  Sporting  Club;  Kail 
Lagerfeld’s  hilltop  pile  across 
the  bay.  The  only  eyesore  is  the 
1960s  apartment  block  across 
toe  road.  A  tip:  avoid  any¬ 
where  near  the  heliport  where 
metal  dragonflies  bustle  about 
with  such  noisy  regularity  it 
reminded  one  American  un¬ 
comfortably  erf  Vietnam. 

So  why  not  join  Karl  on 
the  'French  coast 
where  ladles  of  dash 
will  land  you  a  very 
acceptable  villa,  large  garden 
and  a  decent  beach  —  none  of 
which  are  available  in  Monte  1 
Carlo?  Are  you  kidding?  Six 
months  a  year  residence 
equals  zero  income  tax  and 
death  duties,  to  name  but  two 
reasons.  And.  since  the  influx 
of  the  tennis  and  formula  1 
beys,  Monaco  is  shedding  her 
dowager  image  of  a  once 
glittering  watering  hole  living 
off  its  faded  reputation. 

1  was  also  told  that  Monaco 
is  relatively  free  of  street 
crime,  so  no  worries  about 
having  your  Rolex  stolen. 
Here,  Lamborghinis  and  cus- 


PROPERTY  NEWS 


tom-built  Jeeps  that  occasion¬ 
ally  rough  it  along  a  chateau’s 
gravel  drive  are  cavalierly 
parked  on  toe  litter-free  streets 
without  fear  of  theft  or  vandal¬ 
ism  —  probably  not  uncon¬ 
nected  with  the  number  of 
police  patrolling  or  controlling 
toe  traffic  with  a  very  French 
flick  of  a  white-gloved  hand 


that  has  never  picked  up 
syringes  in  a  squat.  They  are 
cat-walk  immaculate  and 
appear  to  have  done  nothing 
more  dangerous  than  ask  an 
off-duty  speeding  Schumacher 
who  he  thought  he  was,  Da¬ 
mon  Hill?  But  try  cruising 
around  in  a  beat-up  Skoda 
with  out-of-town  plates  ...  I 


suspect  it’s  -State  your  busi¬ 
ness  and  open  the  boat”. 

There  is  a  village  mentality: 
screaming  round  toe  Grand 
Prix  hairpin  near  the  Hotel  de 
Paris,  our  driver  yelled  Bon- 
jour  at  Phillipe  and  Alex, 
exchanged  greetings  with 
more  than  one  Porsche,  noted 
Stephanie’s  4x4  outside  her 


restaurant  But  with  the  Ital¬ 
ian  border  20  minutes  to  toe 
left  and  toe  C6te  d’Azur  on  the 
right,  you  can  opt  out  into  a 
private  world.  Vhrre  heureux, 
vivre  cache  (live  happily,  live 
hidden)  is  much  quoted  —  if 
you  have  toe  money. 

•Agent:  Patrick  Dring  of  Knight 
Frank  (0171-629 8171). 
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LAND  FOR  SALE 
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LONDON  RENTALS 
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CITY  &  WEST  END 


MCI  2  bad  sax,  da— Upaai  1 
bath  1  abrar  000.000  Hanbui , 
ft  Ban  0121  838  44«6 
WC1  I  bad  gndaa  flat  1930b 
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UNDRICKDALE 
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Hard  — Md  In  «ilif«Hy  tortiraptd 
^deasanhjMaunaaiigdmatfi 
ft  a^aecal  b  QBnpfaodap  vdT 
aaa.VWiftatftaiR«(ML 
Mtf  aadAl.Mto  far  ma  tabu 
^■ulBwl-DeccrihedlycMiawaa 

'•cmrof  beavre'. 

JSMyMfe 

Rat  01909  473MS  tar  M 


CHANNEL  ISLANDS 


DOUBLE  |ii:  H 

GLAZING  p  ■:  1 

For  home  owners  want-  BEh  .  1 

ing  to  keep  heat  in  and.  .1 

nose  out.  the  good  news  jpfR-  l\  | 

s  that  double  glazing  has  mbJ  -.1 

idvanced  a  lot  over  the  years, 

So  much  so  thar  the  Prince  |  i 

rf  Wales  has  converted  to  the  -  A 

a  use.  All  the  traditional-style  \  . 

louses  being  built  at  Pound- 
jury,  Dorset,  with  which  the  M|V-  . 

hince  is  associated,  have  dou-  .A 

lie  glaring  which  uses  heal-  •; 

eflective  glass  and  softwood 
ather  than  plastic  or  coloured 
tardwood  frames-  The  range  "■‘V. " 

if  styles  now  available  means  .  -  ?  ■  .. 

hat  a  doubl^glaring  com- 
any  should  be  able  to  match  Prmce  ofW. 
■our  existing  windows.  Recent  _  ’ 

Editions,  for  example.  indude  ^ 
hat  not  only  look  toe  part  but  slide  vertically 
ud  tilt  inwards  for  easier  cleaning- 
Questions  of  taste  aside,  double  gfezuig  is 
«fre  than  an  optional [decorative  extra.  Maity 
state  agents  say  that  more  and  more 
lousehunters  expect  douWe  gfezmg  to  be  a 


Prince  of  Wales,  a  convert  to  double  glazing,  at  Poundbuiy 

ish  windows  For  listed  houses,  and  some  houses  in 
ide  vertically  conservation  areas,  replacement  double-glazed 
o  windows  cannot  be  used,  bur  a  second  window 

fe  glazing  is  that  matches  the  original  and  fits  dasely  behind 
extra-Marty  it  can  be  installed. 

and  more  The  motivation  for -swapping  single-paned 
ing  to  be  a  for  double  thickness  windows  is  diverse.  For 


|SSinS3m>or^for  example.  cranpetitive  sport,  but  mart  percent  in  double 

ght  be  tinea  in  vlxdnz  to  keep  warm  and  cut  fuel  bills  —  heal 

Wi^dusp  Some  companies  specify  a  toss  from  a  douNogla^  window  is  about  half 
^."Sder  of  about  ETOOwSch  would  .  that  from  a  smgte^ned  one. 
nunum  oroer  oi  aaiU  .  h  wfnAmr  Security  is  another  important  factor,  because 

dimble^iazed  windows ^nd  doors  now  come 
**>  ^eaperTwirks  out  as  with  built-in  locks  and  bolts.  A  double  thickness 

reyou  have^e  toe  c^p^r^  of  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  way  to  making  your 

S  ^n^itdo  ^tneo^toiiy  ocpect  hoSquieter,  so  you  are  less  aware  of  passing 

uable  selling  P^nti  MatwSt '  lorries  or  next  door's  barking  dog. 

BSsfeSSM*.  :  Clare  Stewart 


■  ONE  OF  Britain’s  leading 
historic  houses,  Otiey  Hall  in 
Suffolk,  is  for  sale  through 
Strutt  &  Parker  {01473  214841). 
The  Grade  J  listed  medieval 
house  is  moated  and  the  rite  is 
mentioned  in  toe  Domesday 
book.  The  lj-bedroom  house 
includes  a  Great  HalL  galler- 
ied  kitchen,  16th-century  carv¬ 
ing.  moulded  beams  and 
aitihed  doorways.  Price. 
£750,000-plus. 

■  ALMOST  30  per  cent  of 
house  ales  are  to  first-time 
buyers,  toe  National  Assod- 

i  atioti  of  Ertate  Agents  reports. 
The  need  for  more  facets  the 
reason  31  per  cent  of  potential 
buyers  give  for  moving;  27  per 
cent  moved  to  be  nearer  to 
their  work. 

■  A  THIRD  of  homes  worth 
£l-£2  million  in  London  areas 
sod)  as  Kensington  and  Chel¬ 
sea  are  being  bought  by 
ttiirtysomethings.  The  reason. 
Knight  Frank  says;  is  City  of 
London  bonuses  and  in¬ 
creased  salaries. 

■  DOUGLAS  &  Gordon,  of  1 
Fulham,  west  London,  has  i 
registered  a  new  house  hunter 
every  eight  minutes  since 
June;  says  Ivor  Dickinson, 
managing  director,  who  has 
had  to  double  his  staff 

■  THE  two-bedroom  flat  at 
17  Great  Stuart  Street,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  part  of  the  former 
home  of  Sir  Robert  Larimer 
and  William  Henry  Flayfidd, 
two  of  Scotland’s  most  fam¬ 
ous  architects,  is  for  sale  by 
Rettie  and  Co  (0131-220  4160} 
at  £U950Opius. 

Amanda  Loose 


DULWICH 


HORNIMAN 

MUSEUM 

Unqoe  conge  aria  m^ranl 
apcct.  JM  Loodoo  BdOgc 
l2mna.4ckjtftfabokooBB.SW 

fiaa^gudea,  gm  fimd  aga.  ftaS 
pa  ca  dnftk  gmtge  A  off 


cntuioo  Car  qoiek  Td  OfSt 

29192S4  or  0IS1 8984439. 


SURREY 


THINDHEAD  2  mlesT 

Roe;  newndtiond  style 
dee  residence.  Lovely  seeing 
bacfcng  NIT.  Coramons  20 
mmsGoBcfford. 

5  beds,  4  rec,  2  diwr  rmt, 
barb,  efia.  fea  IcR/bdt  rm. 
m3.  Gas  CH.  Dbfc  ggs. 
Turicd  'A  acre  gin.  Nearing 
completion.  £285,000 
Howard  &  Dayton 
l  01428606020 


WALES 


FULHAM 


™DW«Hr  tm*-  SSfaSj, 


Mtod  o<  Msm  vUh 


KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA 


SW3 

Cbeba  frwbafcL  ttaadr  »  mow 
fa.  Ucbt  aid  ijiit'M  4/5 
brnhoom  honft  3  htliwim  p 
m/ndtti,  d rmfaf  ram  farje 
bcdMB.  (Sofey  room.  Saontas 
omfaors  imdi  fad af  f*rdm 
Bna  ft  pda 
4884000 

FhM«*  ote  bon  VhaUpn 

0171  589  4836 


SW3  KINGS  ROAD 

Sound  floor  fcwssfrnent 
opportunity. 

3  Md.  kwnoft  D0K  darioni 

dKKS.Hl 

£137^00 

Looking  tor  qoiek  nift. 
Tab  0073  286043  (itort 
Of 01242 260663 

iTT—rrnimi  ldidm  ltdl  ut 
aamelt  Car  fOB-Lasdnali  Ho. 
i  MctallK  Smko  Omm 
om  838  106ft.  rax  038  1077 


W-lmOnchlflMUtt, 
ml  rmcfam  M  ai 

■mb*  Hfrunn  i9jsoo  adu  & 
Lfwtt  Oiyi  244  mu  0171 

awwai _ _ 


Mdmrn  ft  ttfi  mod 
b«iw  Unto.  BomdiU  face 

da  lam  200  ymzbn  bom  (ft* 

*m*g*  can.  Wt  (ft*  *bov 
km*  ft  tw*  wftej*  Om  b*M  of 
(ft*  p**t  — (■  (fa*  Wna 
Bona  from  tSBfiOO 
ftwmtopoca  onDiU*  lo  am 

i*  <»n*iBd  tmoa  mptoi ; 
Cmn  OS  w  0600  878048 


BALEASUCS 


ITALY 


ROME 

OvKtooiring  Frascati  hSs. 
Vanr  aunny  af*  on  Sth  4oor 
mBi  0.2  bedrooms,  1 
ensubo,  loung®.  Eftdng  rm. 
fatten,  bshroom,  CH.  ootor. 

Htofcto  del  — .  mil 
gmdens,  shape,  echoois  end 
urtwnfan. 
£108.000. 
Tet0lSl7B17ia 

TUSCANY  ft  Umbfa*.  A  csmpl*t* 
■■Isctfon.  tonwrtoa  ft  ratal 
wianajMilim  avrlca.  BTW  Ud. 
0171  asa  3999  CW)  0468 
438665  (nMMdt)  nUn. 


SPAIN 


IBIZA 

Visa  golf.  3  bedrooms, 
170sqm.  pool,  terraces, 
b-bqe,  garage.  lOOOsqro 
garden,  new  construction. 
£280.000. 

Tel:  0034  713 1  7144/ 
tkx  9034  7131  5192. 


UNIQUE  IN 
IBIZA 

ScMhfKXDg  p— w*nif 

(iew  of  Hwaiowii.  sound 
ftvrnwaayt  TSjDOfc^P  divided 
im  5  doad  [S/XKkqm. 
£6RUM0  none  sit 

MM4  713 17J441 
£8x403471315192. 


LONDON  RENTALS 


SHIS  Biarlnm  1  do«U*  bad  flat  I 
la  asdn  pbb  flat.  Out  bo 


r  WOODSIDE  PARK^ 
N12 

Townhoute:  4  badrooan,  1J 

badrourm.  wudy.  hfr  toad 

fatten  dfafag  raeapian.  Ur 
farnfthed.  3  raBBahm  uAt 
hf*i  prden.  porting.  Ot 
050  per  weak.  AvaSabte 
now.  Long  or  short  lee 

0181  441 1581.  , 


SW7.  4  Ig*  4  bad  flat*,  do**  to 
Omn*  Id  Tob*.  3id  ft 
wltft  Hit  toll  now.  £700 pw 
Wdnotk,  0171  370  6767 


GIBRALTAR 


SW7  ,J^w>.hma  2  iVwto  bod  flat 
good  i.imii1I(8iii  rlnaa  to  Sootft 
Kan  rob*  M50m>  Wtakimtha 
0171  370  6787 
SOOTH  KHI  SW7  Oobo  pnk  ft 
tuba  2  dooMe  bad  2  talk  fora 
flo*.  lam  neap  £365  pw  Aaron 
ft  LwdiwpraitlwTkat  0171 
244  Will  0171  244  W3M 
ST  JOHHS  WOOD  Etegant  nMwa 
bBW  tft.  2  tod.  2  talk,  imp. 
to  Of  kU.ma.wdL  Van  oniat. 
E29S  nw.lftlOlBlVsa  8911  T 


SW7.  2  don  bio  tod  flat  In  gain 
mawe  good  coral  rloao  to 
Gtoncoator  Bd  robe.  £350pw 
TMnfcwortfto  0171  370  67<S7 


COUNTRY  RENTALS 

AREA  (finila  End 

Rinl  Mm  la  pood  cand.  5 
beft.  2  bado.  3  Iota.  CH.  M  lot 
Ap.  opto  ftw.  3  roctpdoa  ream, 
odky.  valcd  gjrdra.  OptJooao 
saUae  ft  paddock. 
f175flpcm 

01962771757.  A 


eocom  Me  Haratoy.  SnpaTb  bora 

OODV,  ba  9ktfk>U8  ■uimnndhiji 

4  bade.  2  nenamnga  +  (jar- 
dan.  TO  tat  CIOOO  T*1 

Lam  Fox  01734  845757. 


Luxury  Marina  Properties 

For  Sale  in  Gibraltar 
Frontline  sea  views  over  private  marina 
to  Spain  and  North  Africa. 

One  of  the  most  luxurious  developments 
in  the  Soiithem  Mediterranean. 


Just  18  Apartments  remaining! 

II  ir.sfif 

£160,000  -  £240,000  : - 

Investment  opjXMtoniues  StAa/tdeJ  J*HyJFghs 

and  commcxual  mans  fvm  Gntmkk  tiJlcatbrnm 
alsozvaBaUe  Also  frtab  Lute*  next  year  I 


nruimoaww 


For  full  details  A  colour 
brochure -call  now 


ObK  Coast.  GOarantood  rental 
aeftama*.  VTQ  01203  WWW 


COUNTRY 

PROPERTY 


mmaowto  0171  370  6767. 

BAYSWATBI  rrafnra  8  tod.  2  btb, 
S>n>  flat.  Mod  dec,  dbl  giaaa 

T 


BEUBXnUK  KW3  Lo>  fom  2 
dbl  tod  p/b  Sat.  Mb.  IB  111,  dbl 
ran.  £220 bra.  0181  >588911  T 


GREAT  FAMILY  HOUDAY  LODGES 
LusayMCOnd  homes  at  Horacoctbo  Honor 
on  Sort*  Dowm/Coimwa  bontar 

OWNUSE-WVESTlIBfr-CGTROLLOVB) 

HogetiilCOirtk  an  and  atphamf—e  bedroom  Indgos  or 
morntw  OFF-PLAN  SAVMQS  on  IEW  few  bedmam 
Msml  AM  Uy  famidiad  mi  roedy  far  1997  saram 

RAX  MANAGEMENT,  INDOOR  &  OinDOOR 
SWHHMQ  POOL,  TSmiS,  BARS;  RESTAURANT, 
ENTERTAWMBO'. 
preces  E2S350to  ess^so 
VERNON  KNIGHT  ASSOCIATES 
TBJ  01828 77CT88BAJB  01888770595 


.  Y  ■  '  .  .  .  . 

1  .  ...  ’ 

CANFORD  CLIFFS,  POOLE,  DORSET 

FROM  £135^)00.  New  linnry  devdopmeot  of  14, 2/3 
bed  ^Hrtmenis.  FuD  security. 

Short  level  walk  cfifT  lop  &  shops. 

Tel:  Andrew  Key  &  Partners  (01202)  700771 
or  Show  Flat  (01202)  706252. 


8  ■  the  sales 


WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  2)  1996 


As  you  prepare  for  the  midwinter  madness  that  grips  the  stores,  here  is  our  guide  to  what’s  on  offer . . 


LONDON  STORES 

□  Debenhams 

334-348  Oxford  Street.  Wl,  and 
branches  nationwide  (0171-108 
4444).  From  Dec  27;  Dec  26  in 
Scotland. 

Up  to  50  per  cenr  off  items 
throughout  the  store. 

□  Fenwick 

New  Bond  Street,  Wl  (0171-629 
9161 )  and  branches  nationwide 
From  Dec  27 for  three  weeks, 
Newcastle  from  Dec2S. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store.  Womens- 
wear:  Nicole  Farhi  velvet  jeans 
from  EI29  to  £59:  John  S  medley 
ribbed  cardigans  from  £75  to  E39: 
Ben  de  Lisi  black  ribbed  wool-mix 
jacket*,  from  E4I9  to  E209:  Admyra 
blonde  wool /cashmere  long  coats 
from  £189  to  £79. 

□  Harrods 

87  Brompton  Road. 

Knightsbridge.  SWI  (0171-730 
1234).  From  Jan  S-Feb  I. 

Up  to  55  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store  with  an  extra 
10  per  cent  off  for  Harrods  account 
customers'  purchases  made  on  Jan 
II.  Customers  spending  £200  or 

I  more  in  a  single  transaction  during 
the  first  four  days  of  the  sale  can 
enter  a  draw  to  win  a  Volkswagen 
Passat.  Sale  items  include  40  per 
cent  off  selected  silver-plated  Hollo- 
ware.  eg,  punch  set  was  E259.  sale 
■  price  £149;  40-50  per  cent  off 
9  selected  Atlantis  crystal:  Admiral 
j  22SL  American-style  fridge/freezer 
I  was  £1,899,  sale  price  £1.299: 50  per 
5  cent  off  Harrods  luggage  carts;  33 
per  cent  off  assorted  throws;  33  per 
cent  off  hand-embroidered  Wind¬ 
sor  bed  linen,  eg,  queen-size  lace 
|  bedspread  reduced  from  £125  to 
"  £85;  up  to  75  per  cent  off  selected 

4  John  Galliano  womenswean  40 
„  per  cent  off  JU  Sander;  30  per  cent 
off  Christian  Lacroix,  eg,  ladies' 
2  turquoise  jacket  was  E 269,  sale 
price  E189;  40  per  cent  off  French 
Connection  knitwear,  jackets,  coats 
and  skirts:  30  per  cent  off  selected 
Dolce  &  Gabbana;  50  per  cent  off 
Kenzo.  Escada  and  Donna  Karan; 
up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
toiletries  including  Plenitude  and 
Crabtree  &  Evelyn.  Menswear  30 
per  cent  off  Calvin  Klein  jeans  and 
1  shirts,  Armani  jeans  and  Ralph 
Lauren;  Burberry  classic  bench 
coat  was  £625.  now  £399;  Cerruti 
ties  were  £55.  now  £29.95;  3050  per 
cent  off  selected  chtldrenswear 
including  P&ul  Smith.  DKNY. 
Versace  and  Moschino. 

□  Harvey  Nichols 
■  109-125  Knightsbridge,  SWI 

( 0171-235  5000).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  many  items. 
During  the  first  four  days  of  the 
sale  there  will  be  an  additional  10 
per  cent  discount  for  Harvey 
Nichols'  account  holders  on  aU 
reduced  merchandise.  CK  jeans 
were  E99,  sale  price  £4450:  Ann 
Demeulemeester  black  jacket  was 
E650,  sale  price  £325:  Versus  by 
Gianni  Versace  tuxedo  was  £875, 
sale  price  £43750:  Georgia  Armani 
navy  suit  was  £695,  sale  price  E495: 
women's  Dolce  &  Gabbana  mohair 
jacket  was  £780,  sale  price  £468; 
Michael  Kors  leather  trousers  were 
£980,  sale  price  E490;  Calvin  Klein 
jersey  dress  was  E900,  sale  price 


'S./iWB 

tf/  4*  '* 

Lauren  selected  throws  50  per  cent 
off;  Designers  Guild  seconds,  30- 
per  cent  off;  also  30  per  cent  off 
selected  Caroline  Charles  fines. 
Carpets  and  flooring:  10  per  cent  off 
Amtico  flooring;  12  pet:  cent  off 
Bruce  Wood  flooring;  65  per  cent 
off  Zermatt  Pembroke  Twist  and 
Perfection  carpets. 

REGIONAL 

□  Ben  tails 

High  5/reef,  Bracknell, 

Berkshire  (01344424678): 

Broad  way  Cen  tre,  Ealing . 

London  W5  (0181-5673040):  Wood 
Street.  Kingston  upon 
Thames,  southwest  London  (0181- 
546 IOOI);  Lakeside  Shopping 
Centre.  West  Thurrock,  Essex 
{01708 860077);  The  Angel 
Centre.  Tonbridge,  Kent  (01732- 
771177):  19-23  South  Street, 
Worthing,  West  Sussex  (01903 
231801).  General  inquiries 
(0181-546  2002).  From  Dec  27  for 
chargecard  holders.  Dec  28 
general  public. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  most  lines. 

□  Darners 

High  Street,  Yeovil,  Somerset 
(01935  444444).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  percent  off  a  wide  range  of 
men’s  and  women's  fashions  and 
household  goods. 


ens  cashmere  mix  coats  were  £495, 
sale  price  £325;  short  brown  her¬ 
ring  bone  coat  with  velvet  collar 
from  £450  to  £295:  doe  skin  blazers 
from  E375  to  £250;  men's  blazers 
down  from  £295  to  £195;  men’s 
double  rain  mac  from  £455  to  E2S5. 

□  Armando  Pollini 

35  Brook  Street.  Wl  (0171-629 
7606).  From  Dec  27  to  early  Feb. 
From  30  to  50  per  cent  reductions; 
brown  knee  edastic  boots  from  £199 
to  £139;  black  leather  bag  from  £285 
to  £141 

□  Austin  Reed 
Branches  nationwide  (0800 
585479).  From  Dec  27. 

Menswear:  bam  coat  from  £169  to 
£99;  25  per  cent  off  selected  cotton 
shirts;  half-price  silk  ties. 
Womenswean  taupe  herringbone 
wool  jacket  from  £249  to  £179; 
selected  pure  wool  knitwear  from 
£49  to  £29.95. 

□  Benetton 

Branches  nationwide  (0171-731 
4557).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  reductions. 

□  Bertie 

36  South  Motion  Street,  Wl 
(0171-493  5033);  26  branches 
nationwide,  inquiries  (0171-935 
2002).  From  Dec  21. 


Selected  items  up  to  50  per  cent  off, 
ee  women’s  trenchcoats  were  E575, 
sale  price  ESS  men's  blazers  were 
.£325,  sale  price  £185. 

□  Burton  . . 

Branches  nationwide  (0321 
287866).  From  Dec  27 for  four 
weeks* 

Many  lines  up  to  a  third  off. 

Bmnctes  nationwide  (0171-629 
1244).  From  Dec  27.  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen.  Kilbride,  Dec26. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  discount  on 
fashion  for  all  the  family. 

O  Chanel 

26  Old  Bond  Street .  Wl  (0171- 
493  5040);  31  Sloane  Street.  SWI 
(0171-235  6631).  From  Jan  4-1J. 
Minimum  of  30  per  cent  off  all 
ready-to-wear  autumn/ winter  col¬ 
lection  1996  and  a  selection  of  shoes 
and  accessories. 

□  Country  Casuals 

1-5  Poland  Street ,  Wl  (0171-287 
5181);  branches  nationwide  (0121- 
2122405).  Sale  now  on- 
Reductions  up  to  50  per  cent.  Jersey 
shirts  were  £39.95,  sale  price 
£19.95;  burnt  orange  tweed  jackets 
were  £.99.95,  sale  price  E74.95;  navy 
knit  dresses  were  £65.95.  sale  price 
£45.95. 


GL ASGOW 

mm k 


£450;  Givenchy  bias  dress  was 
£2.410.  down  to  £1.205:  Ann 
Demeulemeester  bootleg  trousers 
were  £270,  sale  price  £135;  Dolce  & 
Gabbana  black  handbags  were 
£445,  sale  price  £22230;  Calvin 
Klein  black  handbags  were  £430. 
sale  price  £215;  Ralph  Lauren  bath 
towels  dawn  from  £2250  to  £1650; 
hands  towels  were  £12,  sale  price 
E9. 

□  House  of  Fraser 
Army  &  Navy.  Victoria  Street, 

SWI  (0171-834 1234);  Barkers. 
Kensington  High  Street.  W8 
(0171-9375432):  Dickins  &  Jones. 
Regent  Street,  Wl  (1 9171-734 
7070);  DJJ.  Evans.  Oxford  Street, 
Wl  10171-629  SSOO)  and  stores 
nationwide  (0171-963 2236).  From 
Dec  27.  Scotland: from  Dec  26. 
Menswear  up  to  one  third  off 
Pierre  Balmain  shirts;  40  per  cent 
off  Pringle  knitwear:  Daniel 
Hechter  suit  was  £230,  now  £170; 
YSL  logo  boxer  shorts  were  £16, 
sale  price  £8.  Womenswean  up  to 
50  per  cent  off  Marley  scarfs; 
dogtooth  three-quarter  length  jack¬ 
et  was  E90,  now  £60:  six-button 
reefer  jacket  was  £75,  now  £49. 
Homeware:  Slumberland  Copper 
Seal  4-drawcr  divan  set  was  £799. 


..with  this 
FREE  birdtable! 

Winter  be  cruel  on  small  birds.  Bat  when  yon  Join  the  RSPB, 

well  help  by  gMng  yon  tide  free  wooden  birdtable,  so  that  yon 

garden  friends  can  survive  these  difficult  months. 

RSPB  membership  also  gives  you  much  more... like  unlimited 
FREE  entry  to  over  ZOO  RSPB  nature  reserves...  plus  the  a  ward - 
winning  quarterly  magazine  BIRDS  -  96  pages  of  fascinating  articles 
and  shinning  colour  photography. 

And  by  Joining  the  RSPB  you're  helping  wild  birds  to  thrive, 
free  in  their  natural  environment  Just  fill  in  and  send  this  form 
today,  to:  RSPB,  FREEPOST,  Sandy,  Beds  5GI9  ZBR. 


Join  the  RSPB  today 


Yes  - 1  want  to  join  the  RSPB 

Pienc  toid  me  my  FREE  bixdhtble. 
rJ  endow  a  dbeque/PO  (payable  to  RSPB)  for: 

:  (A  year's  single  membership) 

I  £JS  (A  year  s  membership  for  adulb  at  one  address) 

O  £i2  A  year's  family  membership  for  bet)  ad  nib  and  all  children  under 
in  at  one  address.  Attach  name  and  date  of  birth  of  each  child. 

OR  phase  deduct  Itus  sum  from  my  AcccssfVba  card  no: 


Eapcry  da  tr 


Cardholder's  Signature 


iPIejje  iKodi  addict,  of  urdboUcTif  rffHmai  from  Mmi 


MnMwMipHMs . 
Add rets - 


Postcode . 


Second  member's  surname:  MrfMrvMissiMj 

Send  to:  The  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Buds, 
FREEPOST.  Sandy.  Beds  5GI9  2BR. 


now  £499;  Henley  large  sofa  was 
£1,090.  sale  price  £990.  Electrical: 
Toshiba  28in  colour  television  was 
£649,  now  £469;  JVC  Mini  System 
£499.  now  £379;  up  to  50  per  cent  off 
selected  china  and  glass. 

□  John  Lewis 

Oxford  Street,  Wl  (0171-629 
7711);  Brent  Cross  Shopping 
Centre  (OiS 1-202  6535);  Peter 
Jones.  Sloane  Square.  SWI  (0171- 
730  3434)  and  23  stores 
nationwide.  From  Dec2S  and  Dec 
31:  call  0171-629  7711  to  find 
which  date  is  correct  for  your 
nearest  branch. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected  lines. 
The  “never  knowingly  undersold" 
policy  is  still  in  operation  during 
the  clearance  period.  Branches  sell 
good  quality  seconds  throughout 
the  sale  and  well-priced  fines 
bought  by  John  Lewis  at 
favourable  rates  under  their  ’spe¬ 
cial  purchase’  scheme  with  manu¬ 
facturers.  Philips  FYV  18  micro  Hi- 
Fi  systems  from  £329  to  £199. 
Seconds:  polyester /cotton  Jonelie 
percale  single  sheets  from  £10.75  to 
£750:  double  sheets  from  £13  to 
£9.75;  kings vze  from  £15  to  £1125. 
China:  Mixed  Vegetable  tea  pots 
from  £2950  to  £1750;  Check  and 
Dot  27m  plate  from  £850  to  £4.95; 
Johnson  Brothers’  Marie  range 
breakfast  cups  from  E4.95  to  E2.95. 
China  seconds:  Blue  Italian  25cm 
plates  from  £850  to  £4.95:  Toast  & 
Marmalade  teapots  from  £33  to 
£19.75;  Worcester  cakeplates  from 
£1450  to  £21.75.  Curtain  seconds: 
Solitaire  plain  satin  16SxL36cm 
from  £49  to  £25;  214x220cm  from 
£35  to  £1650.  Dress  fabric  seconds: 
228cm  codon/polyester  plain  sheet¬ 
ing  from  £6.50  to  E2.95.  Duvets 
reduced  to  dear:  Jonelie  NovaJoft 
polyester  12-tog  single  duvets  from 
£23  to  £17.50:  king-size  from  £43  to 
£31:  super  king  from  E51  to  £39. 
Reduced  furnishing  fabric  per  me¬ 
tre:  dupion  from  £7.95  to  E3.95: 
moire  from  £9.95  to  £4.95;  tapes¬ 
tries  from  £1950  to  £9.95  and  semi- 
plain  fabrics  from  £1350  to  E7; 
printed  Primrose  Hill  in  grass  and 
eggshell  print  from  £3.95  to  £4.95; 
Azalea  print  from  E1250  to  £5.95: 
Porto  fine  print  from  £1350  to 
£6.95. 

□  Liberty 

214-220 Regent  Street.  Wl.  and 
branches  nationwide  {0171-734 
1234).  From  Dec  27  for  three 
weeks. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store.  Pewter- 
framed  mirror  sconces  were  £55. 
sale  price  £40;  five-arm  steel  chan¬ 
deliers  were  £225,  sale  price  £150; 
Armenian  rug  was  £5.600.  sale 
prioe  £2,800;  Turkish  Burdur  car¬ 
pel  was  £1.950,  sale  price  £975; 
Iranian  kilim  was  £850.  sale  price 
£425:  Bassano  robes  were  £115.  sale 
price  £75;  king  duvets  were  £319. 
sale  price  £159;  Peter  Reed  Egyp¬ 
tian  cotton  single  sheets  were  £39. 
sale  price  E29:  white  goose-down 
pillows  were  £85.  sale  price  £4250; 
Missoni  robes  were  £145,  sale  prioe 
£99;  Laure  Japy  Figaree  dinner 
plates  were  £30,  sale  price  £15; 
Darlington  burgundy  glasses  were 
£1325.  sale  price  E7.95;  Wedgwood 
California  dinner  {Hates  were 
£19.95,  sale  price  £9.95;  Lagostina 
cookware  four-piece  pan  set  was 
£169.95.  sale  price  E84.95;  Carrs 
silver  cutlery  44-piece  set  was 
£2.799.  sale  price  £1599;  Sabatier 
six-inch  cook’s  knife  was  £34.95, 
sale  price  £23.95;  chef's  butcher's 
apron  was  £19,95,  sale  price  £9.95: 
traditional  roll-arm  sofa  was 
E2595.  sale  price  £1,195:  Liberty 
PVC  furnishing  fabric  by  the  metre 


was  £19.75.  sale  price  £9.95:  liberty 
print  cushions  were  £35,  sale  price 
£25.  Womenswean  Gucd  silk  hip¬ 
ster  pants  were  £509,  sale  prioe 
£254:  Issey  Miyake  quilt  coat  was 
£1570,  sie  price  £685;  Gaultier 
skirts  were  £395.  sale  price  £197; 
Vivienne  Westwood  navy  wool 
cardigan  was  £139,  sale  price  £69; 
Romeo  Gigli  velvet  jacket  was  £755, 
sale  price  £377:  Liberty  orange  wool 
jacket  was  £189.  sale  price  £94. 

□  Selfridges 

Oxford  Street.  Wl  (0171:629 
I234J.  Fmm  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  items 
throughout  the  store. 
Womenswean  Jasper  Conran  pat¬ 
ent  jacket  down  from  £499  to  £349; 
CK  basic  jeans  down  from  £79  to 
£55;  Polo  Ralph  Lauren  selected 
lines  up  to  30  per  cent  off.  Workers 
for  Freedom  shirt  down  from  £195 
to  £136.  Menswear.  Paul  Smith. 
Giorgio  Armani  Le  Coliezioni  and 
Calvin  Klein  selected  lines  up  to  30 
per  cent  off:  selected  YSL  suits 
down  from  £325  to  £225.  Childrens- 
wear:  DKNY.  Moschino,  Versace 
and  Armani  selected  lines  all  have 
50  per  cent  off.  China  and  crystal: 
Darlington  crystal  selected  seconds 
40  per  cent  off:  Aynsley  tableware 
selected  seconds  33  per  cent  off. 
Linens  and  bathshop:  Half* 


□  Hoopers 

The  Promenade,  Cheltenham 
(01242  527505):  North  Streer, 
Chichester,  West  Sussex  (01243 
533103):  The  Strand.  Torquay 
(01803 212754):  Mount 
Pleasant  Road,  Tunbridge  Wells 
(01892  530222);  Hoopers  for 
Men,  The  Great  Hall,  Tunbridge 
Wells  (01892  529223)  and 
A/derfev  Road,  Wtlmsfow. 
Cheshire  (01625  525381); 

A  Herron  Road,  Bradford  {01274 
49131 1);  James  Street, 

Harrogate  (01423  504091).  For 
further  details  freecall 0800 
318216.  From  Dec27-Jan  18. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  womenswear. 
including  designer  labels  such  as 
Jasper  Conran.  Valentino.  Mosch¬ 
ino  and  Jean  Muir.  Also  special 
bargains  in  the  linen  and  china 
departments. 

FASHION 

□  Amanda  YVakdey 

80  Fulham  Road,  SW3  (0171- 
584 4009).  From  Jan  17. 

From  30  to  50  per  cent  off  daywear. 

□  Aquascutwn 

100  Regent  Street.  Wl  (OSOO 
282922).  From  Dec  27. 

From  30  ro  50  per  cent  off  selected 
lines  throughout  the  store.  Wom- 


Ankle  boots  were  £75,  sale  price 
£45;  loafers  were  £69.95.  sale  price 
£44.95;  mock  croc  knee-length 
boots  were  £59.99,  sale  price 
£29.98. 

□  Betty  Jackson 

311  Brompton  Road.  SW3 
(0171-589  7S84).  Fmm  Dec27-mid 
Jan. 

All  reductions  are  50  per  cent.  eg. 
black  leather  three-quarter  length 
trench  coat  was  £S45,  sale  price 
£422;  cashmere  polo  sweater  was 
£599.  sale  price  £298;  wool  mohair 
coat  was  £479,  sale  price  £239. 

□  Bhs 

252-258  Oxford  Street,  Wl 
(Pm-262  3288):  139  branches 
nationwide.  From  Dec  26  in 
Scotland ,  Dec  27  rest  of  UK. 

A  third  off  selected  items  across  all 
departments. 

□  Browns 

23-27 South  Motion  Street,  Wl 
(0171-491 7833).  Fmm  Dec  27  while 
stocks  last. 

Up  to  30  per  cent  off  a  wide 
selection  of  items. 

□  Barberry 

18-22  Haymarker.  SWI;  165 
Regent  Street.  Wl  (0171-9303343). 
From  Dec  27. 


□  Diesel 

55 Argyle  Street,  WC1  (0171-833 
2255).  From  Jan  2 
Up  to  30  per  cent  reduction  on 
seasonal  items. 

□  Donna  Karan 

19  New  Bond  Street.  Wl  (0171- 
495  3100).  From  Dec  27. 

Discounts  off  selected  items. 

□  DKNY 

27  Old  Bond  Street,  Wl  (0171- 
499  8089).  From  Dec  27. 

Discounts  up  to  30  per  cent  off 
autumn/winter  collection. 

□  Dorothy  Perkins 
Branches  nationwide  (0171-291 
2604).  From  Dec  26  (Scotland), 

Dec  27  rest  of  UK  for  four 
weeks. 

Many  items  at  half-price. 

□  Emporio  Armani 

191  Brompton  Road,  SW3 

8818)  ;  57-59 Long  Acre. 
WC2J017I-QI7 6882);  112a  New 
Bond  Street ,  Wl  (0171-491 8080): 

King  Street.  Manchester 
M2  (0161-839  8789);  19  John  Street, 
The  Italian  Centre ,  Glasgow 
GJ  ( 0141-552  2277).  Fmm  Dec27; 
Manchester  and  Glasgow 

branches  Dec  28. 

Reductions  from  25  per  cent 
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the  sales 


•  •  •  from  designer  labels  to  tables.  When  push  comes  to  shove,  Caroline  Griffiths  has  an  eye  for  the  best  buys 


□  Episode 

m  PM-439 
3x1)  and  branches  nationwide 
| P171-589 4279).  Safe  now  on. 
Leather  jacket  from  £499  to  £349: 
leather  skirls  from  £199  to  E139;  MX) 
per  cent  wool  coats  from  £299  to 
£209. 


Up  to  SO  per  cent  off  a  range  of 
classic  jackets,  tops  and  bodies;  30 
per  cent  oft  selected  jumpers  and 


□  French  Connection 

249  Regent  Street ,  Wl,  and 
branches  nationwide  (0171-580 
2507).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  SO  per  cent  off  selected  items. 


□  Ken  lane 
30  Burlington  Arcade,  Wl 
(0171-499 1364)  and  58  Beauchamp 
Place,  SW3 (0171-584 1985). 

From  Dec  27-Jan.  31. 

Up  to -50  pcs-  cent  off  a  wide 
selection  of  items. 


Up  to  50  per  cent  off  autumn/ 
winter  collation:  Josephine  floral 
print  long  dress  from  £70  to  £34.97; 
Aran  cardigans  from  £60  to  £34.95; 
beaded  trim  twinsets  from  £39.95  to 
£24.95;  velvet  evening  dress  from 
£85  to  £55. 


□  Georges  Rech 

181-182  Sloans  Street,  SW1  ~ 

(Q17 1-235 3343).  Also  Fenwick, 
Harrods  Harvey  Nichols  and 
Self  ridges.  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  20  per  cent  off  eveningwear 
and  50  per  cent  off  shoes. 


□  Gianni  Versace 
34-35  Old  Bond  Street,  Wl  (0171- 
48Q 1962);  Italian  Centre,  Glaseow 
(0141-552  6510).  From  Jan  8. 

Thirty  per  cent  off  selected  stock. 


□  Giorgio  Armani 
37  Sloane  Street,  SW1  (017  1-235 
6232).  From  Dec  27. 

No  more  details  at  time  of  going  to 

press. 


□Kingshifl  Mail  Order 
For  copies  oftheKingshUi 
British  Designer  Collections 
catalogue  and  the  Diffusion 
catalogue  (£11  or  ElOfora 
subscription,  which  is  refunded 
if  you  place  an  order)  call  01494 
890555,  or  fax 01494 8660Q3. 

Sale  now  on. 

Prom  now,  30  per  cent  off  all 
designer  styles  in  both  catalogues; 
from  Jan  2  until  Jan  20.  the 
reductions  will  increase  to  50  per 
cent  and  will  also  mchi^e  a 
selection  of  items  from  the  Christ¬ 
mas  catalogue. 


□  Mulberry 

41-4 2  New  Bond  Street,  Wj 
1 0171491 4323);  185  Brampton 
Road.  SWJ  (0171-225 0313);  23- 
25  Swinegate,  York  ( 01904 6110S5). 
From  Dec  27-Jan  11. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected  items. 


8200);  House  of  Fraser,  Metro 
Centre,  Gateshead  (0191-4932424); 
Binns  of  Middlesbrough  (01642 
246371);  Guilty  by  Design, 
Edinburgh  (0131-4478187); 

Great  Clothes  Ltd,  Leeds  (0113-235 
0800)  and  Jill  Black,  Barton 
Arcade.  Manchester  (0161-834 
5160).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  of  selected  items 
including  angora  sweaters:  shan¬ 
tung  silk  shirts  and  suits;  shift 
dresses  and  belted  jackets. 


□The  Scotch  House 
2  Brampton  Road, 

Knightsbridge.  SWI;  8486  Regent 
Street.  Wl;  39-41  Princes  Street, 
Edinburgh  (0171-581 2151).  From 
Dec  27. 

Up  to  40  per  cent  off  a  wide 
selection  of  items.  Ladies’  cashmere 
round-neck  cardigan  was  £195.  sale 
price  £139:  men’s  cashmere  V-neck 
sweater  was  £195.  sale  price  £139; 
cashmere  scarves  were  £45,  down 
to  £29.95. 


□  Muji 

26  Great  Marlborough  Street, 

Wl  (0171-494 1197).  From  Dec  27. 
Bedlinen;  XL  duvet  cover  was 
£39.95,  sale  price  £26. 


□  Nod 

Three  hundred  branches 
nationwide.  Inquiries  0116-284 
9424.  From  Dec  27  for  two 
weeks. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  most  items. 


D  Oasis 

292  Regent  Street,  Wl,  and 
branches  nationwide  (0171-452 
1000).  From  Dec  26  until  end  Jan. 
Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected  items. 
Tan  suede  jacket  from  £109.99  to 
£69.99;  black  leather  jeans  from 
£129.99  to  £69.99;  small  leather 
dispatch  bag  from  E45.99 to  £22.99: 
red  crepe  suit  jacket  was  £89.99, 
sale  price  £59.99. 


□  Homes  . 

26J-27J  Regent  Street,  Wl  (0171- 
493 4004).  Other  branches :  Brent 
Crass,  Marble  Arch,  Kingston 
upon  Thames.  Harrow,  Croydon, 
Watford,  Wimbledon  and 
nationwide.  Inquiries:  0171-255 
2031.  From  Dec  23. 

Discounts  up  to  50  per  cent. 


□  Kookai 

123  Kensington  High  Street, 
W8;25  branches  nationwide, 
inquiries 0171-937 4411.  From 
Dec  27. 

Up  to  30  per  cent  discount  on 
selected  items. 


□  UOywhitcs 

24-36  Regent  Street,  SW1  (0171- 
9154000).  Eight  brunches 
nationwide.  From  Dec  27. 
Discounts  on  many  lines  at  25-50 
per  cent  off. 


□  Nicole  Farhi 
158  New  Bond  Street,  Wl  (0171- 
499  8368);  193  Sloane  Street.  SW1 
(0171-2350877);  12  Floral 
Street,  WC2  (0171-4978713);  25-26 
St  Christopher’s  Place.  Wl 
(0171-486  3416);  27  Hampstead 
High  Street,  NW3  (017H35 
0866).  From  now  until  mid-Jan. 

Up  to  40  per  cent  reductions  on 
selected  items. 


n  Osh  Kosh  B’Gosh 
17  King’s  Road,  SW3  (0171-730 
1341).  From  Dec  23. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
merchandise. 


□  Nougat 

Nougat  at  Fenwicks,  Brent 
Cross  Shopping  Centre  (0181-202 
DAWS  JUMPER 


□  Patrick  Cox 

8  Symons  Street,  SW3  (0171-730 
6504).  Patrick  Cox  Wannabe,  129 
Sloane  Street,  SW1  (0171-730 
8886).  From  Dec  28  until  end  Jan. 
Up  to  40  per  cent  off  men’s  shoes 
and  30  per  cent  off  ladies’;  40  per 
cent  off  diffusion  lines  and  60  per 
cent  off  Wannabes. 


□  Paul  Smith 
4044  Floral  Street,  WC2;  ID 
Biyard  Lane,  Nottingham  (0115- 
250 6712);  6668 Bridge  Street. 
Manchester  (0161-831 9111). 
Inquiries 0171-379 7133.  Paul 
Smith  Jeans.  9-11  Langley  Court. 
WC2.  From  Jan  10  at  London 
branches  and  Nottingham.  From 
Jan  4  at  Manchester. 


per  cent  for 


□  Prada 


43-45 Sloane  Street,  SW1  (0171 
2350008). 

Up  to  30  per  cent  off  autumn/ 
winter  collections. 


□  Tie  Rack 


487 Oxford  Street,  Wl;  49 
Regent  Street,  Wl,  and  branches 
nationwide  (0181-2302333). 

From  Dec  26  (London  stores)  and 
Dec  27  (nationwide)  until  Jan 


□  Ravel 


184-188  Oxford  Street.  Wl 
(0171-4363126)  and  brunches 
nationwide  (0171-631 0224). 
Sale  now  on. 


Frpm  25  to  40  per  cent  reductions. 
Suede  loafers  with  snaffle  were 
£29.99,  rale  price  £20;  high-heeled 
satin  sandals  were  £49.99.  sale 
price  £29;  grey  beaded  satin  high- 
heeled  court  shoes  were  £39.99. 
sale  price  £29. 


Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected  items. 


□  Timber-land 


72  New  Bond  Street,  Wl  (0171 
4952139).  Inquiries  (0345669988). 
From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  25  per  cent  discount 


□  Red  or  Dead 


1  Sloane  Street.  SW1  (0171-235 
1335).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  40  per  cent  off  all  stock. 
Suede  high  boots  were  £125,  sale 
price  £75;  long  print  kaftans  were 
£110.  sale  price  £66;  blade  suede 
boots  were  £89,  sale  price  £55. 


□  Valentino 

174  Sloane  Street,  SWl  (0171 
235 5855);  Miss  Valentino,  160 
New  Bond  Street.  Wl  (0171-493 
2698).  From  now  until  end  Jan. 

Up  to  40  per  cent  off  womenswear 
and  30  per  cent  off  znenswear. 


□  Reiss 


The  Reiss  Building.  1J4  King’s 
Road ,  SW3 ;  116  Long  Acre.  WC2; 
245 Regents  Street,  Wl;_and 
branches  in  Leeds,  Manchester, 


Birmingham  and  Glasgow 
(0171-225 4900).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  a  selection  of 
items. 


□  Vivienne  Westwood 

6  Davies  Street,  Wl  (0171-629 
3757);  43  Conduit  Street.  Wl  (0171 
439 1109);  World's  End,  430 
King's  Road.  SW10  (0171-352 
6551).  From  early  January. 

No  details  at  going  to  press. 


□  Wallis 


217  Oxford  Street,  WL  and 
brandies  nationwide  (0181-910 


1333).  From  Dec  23. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected  items 


□  River  Island 


Branches  nationwide  (0181998 
8822).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  of  a  selection  of 
items. 


□  Warehouse 


19-21  Argyll  Street.  Wl  (0171 
4377101);  75  branches  nationwide, 
inquiries  0171-278 3491.  From 
Dec  27. 


Discounts  of  up  to  half-price  on 
party  wear,  tailoring  and  jewellery. 


London  Wl;41  branches 


nationwide.  Inquiries  (0171-629 
6903).  From  Dec  20. 

Discounts  from  30-50  per  cent  until 
mid-January. 


□  Watches  of  Switzerland 


16  New  Bond  Street,  Wl  (0171 
493  5916);  branches  nationwide 
(0171-931 7171).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  percent  off  a  wide  range  of 
famous  Swiss  watches  including 
Tag  Heuer,  Omega,  Breitling, 


□  Hermes 

179  Sloane  Street.  SWl  (0171 
823 1014);  155  New  Bond  Street 
Wl  (0171-499 8356).  From  Jan 
11-18. 

Selected  menswear  anu  womems- 
wear  at  sale  prices. 


□  Marks  &  Spencer 

Marble  Arch,  Oxford  Street, 

Wl  (0171-935  7954)  : 286  branches 
nationwide ,  inquiries  0171-935 
4422.  From  Dec  27.  Moorgate 
branch  not  included. 

End  of  season  clearance. 


□  Jaeger 

200-206  Regent  Street,  Wl 
(0171-2004000).  100  stores 
nationwide,  general  inquiries 
( 0171-200 4211).  From  Dec27. 
Discounts  from  17-55  per  cent 
Camd  cashmere  state  from  £169  to 
£99;  suede  gloves  with  zebra  cuns 
from  £49  to  £24 JO:  Jaeger  landtm 
wool  mix  coal  from  £350  to  £249; 
Jaeger  London  brown  belted  jacket 
frnm  £320  to  £219:  brown  wide  leg 
trouser  from  £140  to  £89. 


□  Maxmara 


32  Sloane  Street ,  SWl  (0171 
235  7941):  153 New  Bond  Street. 

Wl  (0171-49 1 4748).  From  Jan  4. 

Up  to  20-40  per  cent  off  Maxmara 
and  Sportmax  Grey  woollen/ 
cashmere  suit  from  £413  to  £249; 
fake  fur  coat  from  £768  to  £459; 
violet  devoid  dress  from  £705  to 
£489;  cream  boot  cut  trousers  from 
£98  to  £79 


□  Joseph 

26  Sloane  Street,  SWipm 

235 5470);  23  Old  Bond  Street,  wl 
( 0171-629 3713): 28 Brook  Street, 
Wl  (0171-629  6077):  ^f  Dr^ori 
Avenue.  SW3  (0171-225 0364);  71 
Fulham  Road.  SW3,  and  general 
inquiries  (0171-823  9500).  From 
Dec  27. 

Reductions  30  per  cent  or  more. 


□  Karen  Miflen 

Branches  nationwide  {uiaez 
664032).  From  Dec  26.  . 


□  Miss  Selfridge 
Branches  nationwide:  0181-910 


1339.  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  55  per  cent  off  selected 
jackets,  ponieroma  jacket  was  £55. 
rate  price  £25;  £10  off  tailored 
trousers;  half-price  selected  col¬ 
oured  suede  trousers,  now  £40;  40 
per  edit  off  selected  coloured  suede 
safari-style  jackets;  velour  side-split 
skirts  were  £35,  sate  price  £15;  half- 
price  quilted  jackets,  fur  collar 
rkas  were  £40,  sale  price  £20. 

_  Monsoon  _  ^  . 

Branches  nationwide  (0171-313 
3000).  From  Dec  27- 


Longsnes  and  EbeL  Gents  bi-colour 
Omega  bracelet  watch  was  £995. 
sate  price  £497;  Gents  steel  and 
yellow  metal  Breitling  Chronologi¬ 
cal  was  £2.365.  sale  price  £1.77375; 
Ladies  titanium  Conquest  bracelet 
watch  was  £695.  sale  price  £347. 


□  Simpson  Piccadilly 
203 Piccadilly,  WL  Customer 
inquiries  (0800288188).  From  Dec 
27-Jan  25. 

Half-price  collection  includes 
Mondi.  Amanda  Wakelcy.  Louis 
Feraud,  Louise  Kennedy,  Syno¬ 
nym  e  and  Anmnette.  Up  to  50  per 
cent  off  YSL  Variation,  Guy 
Laroche,  Paul  Costelloe.  Fink. 
Simpson  Collection,  Betty  Barclay. 
Pringle,  Geiger.  Weekend  by 
Maxmara  and  Four  Seasons.  In 
addition  there  will  be  an  extra  10 
per  cent  off  on  Dec  27, 9-10am,  and 
all  day  Dec  29. 


□  Whistles 

12-14  St  Christopher's  Place, 

Wl,  and  branches  nationwide 
(0171-4874484).  From  Dec27. 

From  25  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
items. 


□  Yves  Saint  Laurent  rive 
gauche  Femme 

33  Sloane  Street,  SWl  ( 0171-235 
6706);  135  New  Bond  Street.  WJ 
(0171-493 1800).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  40  per  cent  off  all 
autumn /winter  stock 


HOMES  AND  INTERIORS 


□  Snow  and  Rock 

188  Kensington  High  Street. 

W8 (0171-937 0872);  8  Grays  Inn 
Road.  WC1  (0171-831 6900);  St 
Albans  Hill.  Hemel  Hempstead. 
Hem  ( 01442235305 );  14  Priory 
Queensway.  Birmingham  (0121- 
236  8280);  Vale  Road. 

Parkwood  Springs.  Sheffield  (DIM- 
275  1700).  Enquiries.  ( 01932 
569569).  From  Dec  26  or  Dec  27, 
check  branch  for  details. 

Discounts  up  to  30  per  cent  off 
skiwear  and  accessories.  Goode 
Tiger  9103  ski  poles  from  £79.95  to 
£59.95;  Rolierblade  Tarmac  from 
£219.95  to  £179.95;  Nordica  Vertech 
75  men's  boots  from  £169.95  to 
£99.95;  Nordica  Vertech  65  ladies 
boots  from  £139.%  to  £89.95; 
Rossignol  V2G  skis  with  Saloman 
Q6Q0  bindings  from  £214  to  £114. 


□  Bridgewater/ Matthew  Rice 
789 Fulham  Road.  SW6  (0171- 
37 1 9033).  From  Jan  8-25,  open  on 
Jan  12  middav-4pm.  4th  Floor 
Harvey  Nichols.  From  Jan  27. 

At  least  40  per  cent  off  pottery, 
glass,  cookware,  linens,  seconds 
and  samples.  Discontinued  statio¬ 
nery  lines  50  per  cent  off. 


□  The  Conran  Shop 
Michetin  House.  81  Fulham 
Road,  SUG  ( 0171-589  7401).  From 
Jan  4  for  two  weeks  or  while 
stocks  last. 

Reductions  of  30  per  cent  on  ex¬ 
display  upholstery  and  ftimiture. 
Generous  reductions  on  discontin¬ 
ued  ranges  throughout  the  shop. 
Bargains  in  damaged  goods  and 
samples. 


□  C.P.  Hart 

Newnham  Terrace.  Hercules 
Road.  SE1  (0171-902 1000).  From 
Jan  18  for  two  weeks. 

Up  to  one  third  off  bathroom 
products  and  accessories  includes 
cast-iron  roll-top  bath  for  £295. 
reduced  from  £450. 


□  Damask 

34  Broxholme  House,  New 
King’s  Road ,  SW6  (OI7J-731 3553). 
From  Jan  8. 

From  25  to  50  per  cent  off  selected 
nightwear,  gifts  and  home 
furnishings. 


□  David  Meflor 
4  Sloane  Square,  SWl  (0171- 
7304259).  From  Jan  4-18 
Ten  per  cent  discount  on  all 
standard  merchandise,  20  per  cent 
discount  on  most  ranges  of  David 
Meflor  cutlery  and  up  to  90  per  cent 
discount  on  slightly  damaged  or 
shop-soiled  merchandise. 


□  Descamps 

197  Sloane  Street,  SWJ  (0171- 
235 6957).  From  Dec 27 for  three 
weeks. 

Up  to  30  per  cent  off  bed  linen  and 
bathrobes,  including  a  double 
duvet  cover  reduced  from  £149  to 
£103.90  and  pillowcases  reduced 
from  £33.90  to  £22.90. 


□  Designers  Guild  Store 
267 Kings  Road ,  SW3  (0171-243 
7300).  From  Jan  11-25. 

Discounts  on  fabric  upholstery, 
bedlinen.  wallpaper,  .  tableware 
and  accessories. 


□  Designers  Guild  Warehouse 
6  Relay  Road,  Ariel  Way  off  Wood 
Lane,  W12.  From  Jan  18-26.  (Sale 
hotline: 0171-243  7343.) 

Only  fabric  and  wallpaper  are 
available  at  the  Warehouse. 


□  Dnertimenti 
45-47  Wigmore  Street.  Wl 
(0171-935 0689); 3941 Fulham 
Road,  SW3  (OI71-58J  8065). 

From  Jan  11-25. 

Fifty  per  cent  discount  on  Quimper 
traditional  hand-painted  Breton 
china  and  40  per  cent  off  Pifluvuit 
Whiteware.  Also  bargains  on  slight 
seconds. 


□  General  Trading  Company 
144  Sloane  Street.  SWl  (0171- 
730  0411):  lOArgyle  Street.  Bath 
(01225  461507);  24  Dyer  Street. 
Cirencester  (01285 652314).  From 
Jan  4-25. 

Reductions  of  up  to  50  per  cent  on 
merchandise  throughout  shop,  in¬ 
cluding  San  Marco  range  of  Italian 


□  Graham  &  Green 
4, 7 and  IO  Elgin  Crescent.  Wll 
(0171-727 4594).  From  Jan  3-31. 
Wrought-iron  three-seater  sofa 
complete  with  cushions  reduced 
from  £1337  to  half-price,  and  a 
Dutch  pine  wardrobe  reduced  by 
£300  to  £465;  25  per  cent  off  all 
kilims,  rugs  and  runners;  20  per 
cent  off  Davenport  china  seconds. 
Mulberry  personal  accessories 
range  has  20  per  cent  off, 


□  Habitat 

Forty  stores  nationwide  (0645 
334433).  From  Dec  27. 

Furniture  50  per  cent  saving  on 
metal /Formica-topped  folding  re¬ 
gatta  table  in  blue  and  up  to  30  per 
cent  off  sofas  made  to  order  in  any 
fabric;  30  per  cent  off '  Border 
bedlinen  and  20  per  cent  off 
Matarang  5ft  metal  bed.  Kitchen¬ 
ware:  50  per  cent  off  Fruit  Garden 
embossed  dmnerware  range  and 
50  per  cent  off  Somerset  glassware 
range. 


□  Heat’s 

196  Tottenham  Court  Road, 

Wl; 234 Kings  Road.  SW3; 
Tunsgate.  Guildford ,  Sumy 
(0171-636 1666).  From  Dec  27-Jan 
19. 

Reductions  in  ail  departments  with 
up  to  20  per  cent  off  most  normal 
stock  dining  tables,  chairs,  occa¬ 
sional  tables  and  upholstery;  30  per 
cent  off  selected  cookware,  canteens 
of  cutlery  and  clear  glass  vases;  50 
per  cent  off  discontinued  linens  and 
all  basketware  at  Tottenham  Court 
Road. 


□  The  Holding  Company 

243-245  Kings  Road.  SW3 
(0171-352 1600;  mail  order  0171-610 
9160).  From  Dec  27-Jan  11. 

Ten  per  cent  off  all  chrome  racking 
and  Alpha  shelving  systems:  2D  per 
cent  off  all  canvas  storage  products, 
fabric  covered  boxes  ana  children's 
plastic  storage  items. 


□Jane  Churchill 
151  Sloane  Street.  SWl  (0171- 
730  9847);  Liberty,  Regent  Street, 
Wl  (0171-734 1234);  3A 
Christopher  Place,  St  Albans, 
Hertfordshire  (01727 860293); 

13  Fitzrqy  Street,  Cambridge 
(01223 3232!  I),  From  Dec  27  in 
Liberty  and  Dec  28  in  other  stores. 
Twenty-five  per  cent  off  selected 
imperfect  fabrics  and  wallpapers. 
30  per  cent  off  selected  bedlinen. 
reductions  on  all  upholstered  furni¬ 
ture  orders  and  up  to  50  per  cent  off 
selected  decorative  accessories,  ce¬ 
ramics.  lighting,  lampshades, 
glassware  and  gift  items. 


□  Jerrys  Home  Store 
163  Fulham  Road.  SW3  (0171- 
581 0909);  57  Heath  Street. 
Hampstead,  NW3  (0171-794 
8622);  The  Bentall  Centre, 
Kingston  upon  Thames, 
southwest  London  (0181-5495393); 
Home  on  Four,  Harvey 
Nichols,  Knightsbridge.  SWl 
(0171-245  6251).  From  Dec  27 
( Dec  26  in  Kingston).  Smart  Buys 
start  on  Jan  8  until  end  Feb. 

Fifty  per  cent  off  selected  items 
including  linen  throws  from  £75  to 
£3730  and  one  third  off  other  items 
such  as  Sign  urn  Swedish  stainless 
steel  cutlery  and  selected  kitchen 
gadgets. 


□  The  Monogrammed  Linen 
Shop 

168  Walton  Street .  SW3  (0171- 
589  4033)  and  Harvey  Nichols. 
From  Jan  2  (Dec  27  in  Harvey 
Nichols)  until  end  Jan. 

Cotton,  bed  linen  reduced  by  20  per 
cent  including  Pieter  Reed,  Oliver 
Des  Forges,  French  Linen  Com¬ 
pany  and  Jesuruin.  Assorted  de¬ 
signs  of  towels  reduced  by  20  per 
cent  plus  others. 


□  Paperehase 

213  Tottenham  Court  Road, 

Wl,  plus  11  other  shops 
nationwide; for  nearest  branch: 
0171-580 8496.  From  Dec  27  to  end 
Jan. 

One  third  off  selected  Christmas 
stock.  Knockdown  prices  on  some 
summer  furniture  including 
chairs,  candlesticks,  vases,  stack¬ 
ing  boxes,  rugs,  large  sea  grass 
woven  rug  reduced  to  £5. 


□  The  Pier 

Stores  nationwide;  for  nearest 
branch: 0171-637  7001.  From  Dec 
27-Jan  19. 

Price  reductions  range  from  20  to 
50  per  cent,  including  Shaker 
dining  chair  in  green  reduced  from 
£75  to  £59.  Savannah  wicker  furni¬ 
ture  20  per  cent  off  and  Ticking 
Stripe  blue  and  white  porcelain  2S 
per  cent  off. 


□  Purves  &  Proves 
80-81  and  83  Tottenham  Court 
Road,  Wl  (0171-5808223).  From 
Dec28-Jan  22. 

Up  to  40  per  cent  off  ex-display 
furniture.  10  per  cent  off  any  single 
item  over  £500  and  50  per  cent  off 
discontinued  lines  of  accessories. 


□  SCP  Furniture  Ltd 
135-139  Curtain  Road.EC2 
(0171-739 1869).  From  Jan  4-Feb  J. 
Up  to  50  per  cent  discounts  on  floor 
samples;  discounts  of  up  to  15  per 
cent  on  all  items  ordered  during 
sale. 


□  Simon  Horn  Furniture  lid 
117-121  Wandsworth  Bridge 
Road.  SW6  (0171-731 1279).  From 
Jan  2-31. 

Up  to  35  per  cent  off  selected  beds 
and  10  per  cent  off  all  orders  placed 
during  sale;  one  third  off  78  per 
cent  mohair  blankets  in  three 
colourways;  ash  four-poster  beds 
from  £2320  to  £1,990  and  metal 
four  posters  from  £2352  to  £1,452. 


□  Smallbone  of  Devizes 
105-109 Fulham  Road,  SW3 
(0171-581 9939).  From  Dec28-Jan 
31. 

Substantial  reductions  on  bespoke 
kitchens,  bedroom  and  bathroom 
products. 


□  The  Source 

2640 Kensington  High  Street, 

W8  (0171-938  2626):  Lakeside 
Retail  Park.  West  Thurrock, 

Essex  (01708  890253);  10  Harbour 
Parade,  Southampton  (01703 
336141).  From  Dec  27. 

Up  to  50  per  cent  off  selected  lines. 
Egyptian  cotton  duvet  set  from 
£19.95  to  £9.95;  Ashma  bedspread 
from  E35.95  to  £17.95;  double  patch- 
work  quilts  were  E79.95,  sale  price 
£39.95:  single  patchwork  quilts 
were  £69,95.  sale  price  £34.95;  hath 
towels  were  £10.95.  sale  price  £5.95; 
Horrodcs  bath  sheets  were  £1050, 
sale  price  £8.40;  Horrocks  hand 
towels  were  £350.  sate  price  £2.80; 
washed  durries  were  £89.95,  sale 
price  £44.95;  ribbed  cushions  were 
£8.95,  sale  price  £4.45;  gingham 
kitchen  aprons  were  £5.75,  sale 
price  £235. 


□  White  House 
51  New  Bond  Street,  Wl  (0171- 
629  3521).  Dec  29  preview,  sale  Jan 
2  for  two  weeks. 

Fifteen  per  cent  off  all  stock  in  all 
departments;  20  per  cent  off  wom¬ 
en's  fashions  with  some  merchan¬ 
dise  reduced  by  up  to  50  per  cent 


•  Information  correct  at  time  of 
going  to  press.  Dates  and  reduc¬ 
tions  may  change  at  short  notice. 
Please  check  with  specific  shops 
before  making  a  special  trip. 


•Additional  research  by  Alex 
Wijeratne 
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WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  211996 


Holiday 
tips  for  all 
those  party 
animals 

James  Allcock,  The  Times  vet,  offers 
valuable  advice  for  the  festive  season 


VTO  HOWELLS 


When  it  comes  to  Christ¬ 
mas,  most  animals 
agree  with  Soooge  — 
the  sooner  it's  over, 
the  better,  and  they  can  get  back  to 
their  daily  routine. 

It  is  not  just  pets  who  have  a  hard 
time:  pigeons  living  on  crumbs 
falling  from  commuters’  sand¬ 
wiches  go  hungry  when  main  line 
stations  are  deserted.  Urban  foxes 
find  less  to  eat  when  takeaways  are 
dosed  and  office  and  factory  cats 
have  to  make  do  with  an  extra  few 
saucers  of  milk  to  see  them  over  the 
holiday.  Fortunate  school  pets  will 
go  home  with  one  of  the  pupils. 
Those  left  in  classrooms  will  be 
lonely,  and  cold  if  the  heating  is  set 
low  to  save  fuel. 

Farm  animals  do  better.  Many 
are  indoors  at  this  time  of  year  and 
routine  feeding  and  watering  goes 
on  as  usual.  Dairy  cows  have  to  be 
milked  whether  it  is  Christmas  or 
not.  providing  the  milk  you  will  be 
drinking  next  weekend. 

My  son's  ewes  started  lambing 
last  week.  He's  an  24  hour  watch, 
I’m  on  stand-by  for  emergency 
sheep  midwifery  duty. 

But  what  about  pets?  Try  to  keep 
to  their  regular  timetable.  Getting 
up  four  hours  later  than  normal 
puts  an  excessive  strain  on  any 
dog's  bladder.  He  needs  his  daily 
walk  —  don't  miss  out  because  iPs 
Christmas.  But  if  he  is  gening  on  in 
years  and  usually  goes  a  gentle 
mile  or  so  to  the  pub,  don't  take  him 
for  a  four-hour  hike  —  you'd  both 
be  stiff  and  sore  on  Boxing  Day. 

If  your  pet's  supper  time  is  5pm. 
don't  make  it  wait  until  you  have 
finished  dinner  and  done  the 
washing-up.  Tiny  bits  of  ham  or 
turkey,  a  tablespoon  of  cream  and  a 
couple  of  chocolate  drops  wont 
hurt  any  dag  or  caL  But  keep  it  at 
that.  Don’t  leave  chocolates  on  the 
sofa  overnight  or  a  jus  of  cream 
within  cat-lapping  distance.  A 
pound  of  chocolates  can  be  a  lethal 
dose  for  a  medium-sized  dog  and  if 
the  cat  drinks  too  much  cream 
there  will  be  a  nasty  mess  to  dear 
up  the  next  morning. 

There  are  plenty  of  safety  re¬ 
quirements  about  children’s  toys, 
but  hardly  any  about  gifts  for  pets. 
Dogs  are  mainly  at  risk.  They  11 
chew  and  swallow  plastics  and  they 
have  been  operated  on  to  recover 
the  squeak  from  the  toy  mouse 
given  to  the  cat  Small,  hard  rubber 
balls  can  be  dangerous.  An  over¬ 
excited  dog  jumps  to  catch  it,  mouth 
wide  open  and  the  ball  is  small 
enough  to  lodge  at  the  back  of  the 
throat  and  kill  the  dog.  An  inch 
larger  than  a  tennis  ball  is  the 
minimum  safe  size. 

Lively  parties  may  also  pose 
problems.  Make  sure  there's  a 
quiet  spot  so  your  pet  can  retire 


from  the  fray.  If  your  budgie  lives 
anywhere  near  the  kitchen,  beware 
of  non-stick  pans  when  you  forget 
to  take  them  off  the  heat  and  they 
boil  dry.  Fumes  from  these  pans 
have  killed  a  number  of  birds.  Fish 
are  not  totally  safe  if  die  party  turns 
into  a  rave.  An  unwanted  vodka  or 
cigarette  end  dropped  into  an 
aquarium  makes  the  water  unin¬ 
habitable^  Close-fitting  tank  tops 
are  essential  And  when  the  party  is 
over,  check  that  no  one  has 
switched  off  the  heater  or  filter. 

If  pet-loving  but  petless  children 
are  guests,  do  not  let  dogs.  cats, 
guinea  pigs,  rabbits,  gerbils  or  rats 
be  overwhelmed  with  embraces. 
Don't  worry  too  much  about  ham¬ 
sters.  Every  one  I  have  handled  has 
made  his  feelings  crystal  dear  by 
biting  the  hand  that  holds  it 
Dogs  and  cats  belonging  to 
elders'  aunts  may  not  appreciate 
children,  so  when  Great  Aunt  is 
visiting  it  would  be  kind  to  suggest 
the  pets  in  her  life  are  tucked  away 
before  the  children  descend. 

One  post-Christmas  question 
that  crops  up  every  year  is  what  to 
do  with  the  turkey/chicken/goose/ 
duck  carcass.  It  is  linked  with  the 
worry  about  chicken  bones  pierc¬ 
ing  a  dog's  intestines.  1  do  not 
believe  this  has  ever  happened. 
There  is  no  mention  of  it  in 
reputable  veterinary  literature.  My 
dogs  have  had  chicken  bones  for  at 
least  40  years  without  trouble. 

Foxes,  rural  and  urban,  eat 
plenty  of  chicken  bones 
cooked  or  killed  and  eaten 
raw.  Their  intestines  are 
indistinguishable  from  a  dog's.  I’m 
not  recommending  poultry  bones 
for  dogs,  however,  and  certainly 
don’t  give  leftover  turkey  skin  — 
explosive  diarrhoea  often  follows. 

A  better  destination  for  Christ¬ 
mas  leftovers  is  food  for  wild  birds. 
The  fatly  bits  can  be  a  life  saver  in 
cold  weather.  The  wire  mesh 
hanging  basket  that  is  filled  with 
fuchsias,  lobelia  and  petunias  in 
summer  can  do  all-year-round 
duly,  swinging  from  a  tree,  holding 
poultry  remains  and  fames  of  any 
other  sort  But  once  a  wild-bird 
feeding  station  is  opened  it  must  be 
kept  open  until  late  spring.  If  food 
supplies  fail,  some  of  the  birds 
saved  in  January’  will  die  before 
Valentine’s  Day.  Bird  tables,  win¬ 
dow  ledge  feeders  or  bags  of 
peanuts  must  be  kept  topped  up. 

Christmas  charity  should  in¬ 
clude  your  veL  Not  money  or  even 
alcohol,  but  consideration.  There 
will  be  someone  on  duly  if  a  real 
emergency  occurs,  but  don’t  ask  for 
a  repeat  prescription  at  lunchtime 
on  Christmas  Day.  when  he  is 
already  booked  to  perform  delicate 
surgery  on  the  roast  turkey. 


James  Allcock  with  his  grandson  James,  aged  three,  and  Flnty  the  Staffordshire  bull  terrier.  Dogs  need  extra  care  at  Christmas 


ADOPT  ME 


BRUNO  is  a  O-yearold 
black  labrador  with  a  grey 
muzzle.  Tiny  is  a  two-year- 
old  white  and  tan  Jack 
Russell  who  has  become 
inseparable  from  Bruno. 
Both  dogs  have  a  good 
temperament,  are  in  good 
health  and  need  to  be 
rehomed  together.  As  Bruno 
is  an  older  dog.  he  has  been 
placed  under  the  National 
Canine  Defence  League's 
fostering  scheme,  which 
means  that  any  vet  fees  will 
be  met  by  the  NCDL.  Con¬ 
tact  the  NCDL  Rescue 
Centre,  60  Teeshan  Road, 
Ballymena.  County  Antrim. 
Northern  Ireland  BT43  5PN 
(01266  652977). 


Tiny  has  become  inseparable  from  his  friend 


All  Bruno's  vet's  bills  wQ]  be  met  by  the  charity 


i  VET  WRITES 


Our  grandson.  Charles, 
who  Isnearty  ten.  wants 

a  net  rat  He  is  fascinated  by 
them.  Do  you  think  he  is  oW 
enough  to  have  one  for 
Christmas?  His  parents  are 

unenthusiastjc,  but  resigned. 

®  Charles  is  just  about  old 
enough,  but  Christmas 
is  the  worst  possible  time  to 
introduce  a  new  pet.  Too 
many  other  things  are  going 
on.  Buy  him  a  book  about  rat 
keeping  and  enrol  him  as  a 
member  of  the  National  Fan¬ 
cy  Hat  Society.  Juvenile  mem¬ 
bership  costs  £6  and  the 
membership  coordinator  is 
Davida  Krill  14  ClayhaU 
House.  Somers  Close,  Rei- 
gate,  Surrey  RH2  9FB. 

You  could  also  give  him  an 
IOU  for  two  rats  not  to  be 
cashed  until  April  1997  and 
only  if  he  has  learnt  all  about 
rat  keeping.  The  Easter  holi¬ 
days,  when  summer  follows, 
are  a  much  better  time  to  start 
any  new  animal  venture. 

17^]  Lucky,  our  cat.  was  hit 
LbdJ  by  a  car  six  weeks  ago. 
and  now  his  tail  is  paralysed 
and  jmt  drags  behind.  He 
has  no  other  injuries  so 
perhaps  he  was  lucky.  Our 
vet  says  there  is  no  hope  of 
the  tail  recovering  and  it 
should  be  amputated.  Why? 
Lucky  does  not  worry  about 
his  non-working  tafl. 

H  Lucky  does  not  worry 
about  his  paralysed  tall 
because  he  does  nor  know  it  is 
there.  So  he  won’t  realise  if  it 
catches  alight  when  he  gets 
too  close  to  an  electric  fire  and 
it  could  become  trapped  in  a 
door  without  him  knowing 
about  it 

Less  spectacularly,  the  par¬ 
alysed  rail  will  drag  on  the 
ground,  get  damaged,  dirty 
and  in  time  become  gangre¬ 
nous.  It  is  much  better  to 
operate  now,  cm  a  healthy  cat 
than  have  an  emergency  later 
when  (un) Lucky  has  devel¬ 
oped  blood  poisoning. 

[nl  When  I  was  very  young 
1^1  —  I  have  been  a  senior 
citizen  for  more  than  ten 
years  —  I  remember  my 
grandfather's  dogs  always 
had  a  lump  of  sulphur  in 
their  water  bowL  He  swore 
by  it  and  I  never  knew  any  of 
bis  dogs  to  be  OL  I  thought  I 
would  try  it  for  my  cross-bred 
spaniel  but  no  one  seems  to 
have  heard  of  iL 
rxi  I  remember  rock  sul- 
l±*l  phur  but  don’t  believe  it 
ever  did  any  good  —  and  no 
harm  either.  These  lumps  of 
sulphur  are  totally  insoluble 
in  water  and  the  piece  your 
grandfather  bought  could 
have  remained  in  the  water 
bowl  until  today,  without 
changing  shape  or  size. 

The  dogs  cannot  get  any¬ 
thing  from  it  Sulphur  was, 
and  still  is,  an  effective  treat¬ 
ment  for  mange,  but  that  is 
when  it  is  in  a  semi-soluble 
form  and  applied  to  the  coat 
Specialist  laboratory  chemi¬ 
cal  supplies  might  stock  rock 
sulphur,  but  it  is  hardly  worth 
the  trouble  of  searching. 

James  Allcock 

•  Readers  should  write  to  The 
Times  Vet.  Weekend.  The  Tunes.  / 
Pennington  Street.  London 
El  9XN.  Advice  is  offered  without 
legal  responsibility. 


EXCEPTIONAL  VALUE  WINTER  CLASSIC 


Stylish  Suede  Jacket 

A  /Tade  in  a  quality  soft  suede,  our 
IVJjabukxis  fully  lined  ladies  jacket  is 
stylishly  designed,  making  it  an  essential 
for  everyone’s  wardrobe  this  Winter. 
Available  in  a  choice  of  chocolate  brown 
or  blade,  irs  a  fashion  classic  that  will 
never  go  out  of  style.  Exceptionally 
priced  at  only  {39.95  inc.  p&p. 

■  Full  front  burton  opening  with 
durable  metal  buttons. 

■  Adjustable  twt>buaon  trim  on  cuffs 
and  side  tabs. 

■  Deep,  slanted  side  pockets. 

■  Inside  pocket  with  suede  trim. 

■  Full  lightly  quilted  lining  to  match 
colour  of  jacket 

■  Length,  71cm  (28")  nape  to  hem. 

■  Sizes  S/M  (10/12),  M/L  (14/16)  and 
L/XL  (18/20). 

Jacket  100%  suede,  lining  50%  poly¬ 
ester/  50%  acetate,  quilting  100%  poly¬ 
ester.  Specialist  dry  dean  only. 

The  Times  Suede  Jacket  Offer  i 
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FOR  ORDERS  PLEASE  TELEPHONE  (01525)  851945  (24  HOURS) 


Migraine?  I’ve  had  a  brainwave 


For  Technophobes  like  me. 
Peter  Bartlett  qualifies 
as  an  electronics  wizard. 
When  I  asked  for  a  copy  of  his 
CV.  he  topped  into  his  person¬ 
al  organiser  and  out  it  came, 
which  is  unsurprising  given 
that  he  uses  a  space-age  elec¬ 
tronic  therapy  known  as 
Empulse  and  waxes  eloquent 
about  technology  as  the  inter¬ 
face  between  conventional  and 
alternative  medicine. 

Empulse  is  a  thing,  not  a 
therapy:  watch-sized,  white, 
plastic  and  lithium  battery-op¬ 
erated.  it  looks  like  a  powder- 
puff  case.  It  can  be  worn  in  a 
pocket,  dipped  to  dothes. 
strapped  like  a  watch  or  hung 
around  your  neck  —  though 
this  will  entail  you  giving  con¬ 
stant  explanations.  A!  night 
you  slip  it  under  your  pillow. 

It  was  invented  a  decade  ago 
by  37-year-old  Steven  Walpole, 
a  former  BT  and  IBM  elec¬ 
tronic  engineer,  who  at  first 
named  the  device  Medigen 
and  spent  12  years  refining  it. 
He  had  suffered  searing  mi¬ 
graines  for  years,  which  wors¬ 
ened  after  a  car  crash.  He 
daims  tire  attacks  hare  all  but 
ended  since  he  started  using 
the  renamed  Empulse. 

The  practice  is  simple — you 
wear  the  gadget  The  theory  is 
equally  simple  when  summar¬ 
ised,  but  devilishly  complicat¬ 
ed  when  you  get  into  talk  of 
“delta-  and  “theta"  frequen¬ 
cies  and  die  mechanisms  of 
how  rhe  thing  works. 

All  activity  in  the  body  is 
controlled  by  brain  waves 
variously  called  alpha,  beta, 
delta,  theta  and  other  waves. 
The  device  produces  a  selec¬ 
tion  of  these  waves  to  promote, 
for  example,  relaxation  thanks 
to  alpha  waves,  or  pain  control 
thanks  to  theta  waves.  In 
theory.  Empulse  pumps  out 
minute  dedromagnetic  im¬ 
pulses  every  12.7  seconds  that 
boost  the  electrical  impulses  in 


ALTERNATIVELY  SPEAKING 


the  brain  which  are  supposed¬ 
ly  defident 

Abnormal  electrical '  im¬ 
pulses  in  the  brain  can  cause 
physical  ailments,  they  say,  so 
correct  the  impulses  and  you 
correct  the  ailment.  Each  de- 
Nice  is  programmed  following 
a  scan  of  the  sufferer's 
brainwaves.  Empulse  is  par¬ 
ticularly  used  for  those  suffer¬ 
ing  from  the  headaches  from 
hell  and  that  means  women  — 
four  times  as  many  women  as 
men  get  migraines.  Many 
doctors  believe  that  migraines 
are  caused  when  the  brain’s 
alpha  and  theta  waves  drop  to 
below  certain  levels. 

I  saw  Mr  Bartlett  at  his 
Reading  dime  He  trained  as 
an  osteopath  and  still  practises, 
but  his  technological  bem 
meant  that  Empulse  intrigued 
him.  He  spent  an  initial  16 
hours  learning  how  to  use  the 
equipment  ami  takes  part  in 
continuous  training  every  two 


RACHEL  KELLY 

months.  He  has  treated  50 
patients  in  the  past  year. 

Treatment  began  with  a 
consultation  to  discuss  my 
headaches,  then  he  slipped  a 
Brain  Frequency  Analyser, 
which  is  rather  like  a  slimline 
pair  of  head-phones,  over  my 
head  for  three  minutes  to 
analyse  my  brain  frequencies. 
No,  it  is  not  connected  to  any 
direct  currents.  The  result 
looks  like  a  graph  from  a 
maths  lesson:  power  up  the 

CHRIS  HARRIS 


left-hand  column,  and  fre¬ 
quency  along  the  bottom  di¬ 
vided  into  “delta’V'theto’’. 
“alpha’’  and  “beta":  the  fre¬ 
quency  bands  claimed  to  be 
linked  to  the  physiological 
conditions  which  Empulse  can 
relieve.  Delta  frequencies  are 
associated  with  the  subcon¬ 
scious  and  unconscious  states, 
and  deficiencies  would  be 
shown  by  insomnia.  Theta 
frequencies  are  linked  to  cre¬ 
ative  thought;  alpha  frequen¬ 
cies  with  control  of  muscles. 

Mr  Bartlett  noticed  that  1- 
had  a  couple  of  “theta"  and 
"alpha"  frequencies  which 
were  lower  than  average,  indi¬ 
cating  muscular  stress.  The 
game  was  to  programme  my 
Empulse  to  correct  them. 

My  particular  frequency 
boosters  would  help  to  reduce 
muscle  tension  and  stress, 
which  in  turn  were  causing 
my  headaches,  he  said.  The 
trouble  is  1  have  no  idea  if  it  is 


A  migraine  sufferer  teams  about  the  Empulse  action 


Empulse 

■  What  it  is:  a 
gadget  that  emits 
electronic  signals 
which  rebalance  the 
body’s  electronic 
impulses. 

■  Advantages:  trials 
suggest  that  it  works  for 
migraine  sufferers. 

■  Disadvantages: 
not  for  the  scatty;  you 
must  wear  the 
gadget 

■  Cost  E40  for  first 
consultation,  £160  for  the 

gadget. 


working  or  not.  True,  1  have 
had  fewer  headaches  recently 
but  then  I  never  had  the  mind- 
splitting  migraines  which  are 
a  better  litmus  test  of  Em- 
pulse’s  efficacy.  Therapists 
recommend  that  you  wear 
Empulse  for  three  months  for 
the  best  results,  with  a  consult¬ 
ation  to  adapt  the  frequencies 
after  six  weeks  depending  on 
your  symptoms. 

The  manufacturers  say  tri¬ 
als  last  year  found  that  82  per 
cent  of  265  migraine  sufferers 
who  responded  to  a  survey 
reported  a  significant  im¬ 
provement  after  using  the 
gadget  Almost  a  third  said 
they  felt  perfectly  well  for  the 
first  time  in  years. 

Dr  George  Lewith, 
from  the  Centre  for 
the  Study  of  Comple¬ 
mentary  Medicine  in  South¬ 
ampton.  describes  the  re¬ 
search  as  promising  fait  not 
definitive.  A  second  trial  at  the 
Koestler  Foundation  in 
tondon,  supervised  tty  the 
Queen’s  Physician,  Dr  Ronald 
Davey.  in  1993  tested  the 
response  of  67  patients.  The 
majority  reported  fewer  mi¬ 
graine  attacks. 

Itseems  pricey,  the  first  one- 
hour  consultation  costs  £40; 
each  month's  trial  purchase 
costs  E15  and  the  subsequent 
^analysis  and  reset  consult¬ 
ation  costs  120.  If  you  go 
ahead  and  buy  the  gadget,  it 
costs  £160,  discounted  by  £10 
for  each  month  of  paid  trial 
Mr  Bartlett  counters,  how- 
ever.  that  this  is  nothing 
compared  to  the  cost  of  drugs 
for  migraine-sufferers. 

•ftrer  Bartlett  is  on  01734 
^*4203.  Medical  Devices  and 
instrumentation  (MDt}  at 
Gwis  Yard.  St  Nicholas  Street. 
^^Noffi>lhIP223LB  (0L379 
manufactures  Empulse 
and  keepsa  list  of  all  UK 
practitioners. 
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family  life  -  II 


Blonde  and  pouting  nanny  wanted 

’  "T  Then  the  Other  half  dra-  rpa rfv  frwn  mnrhw  _ .. ,L.!i  .L-. 


When  the  other  half  dra¬ 
matically  disappears, 
with  manifestly  no  idea 
of  returning,  priority  No  I  is  a 
childminder.  I  toy  with  die  idea  of 
an  au  pair.  With  my  working 
hours  it  would  have  a  distinct 
advantage.  Antonia  and  Ioanna 
give  it  the  thumbs  down. 

“Where  would  she  sleep?" 
Antonia  demands.  "I  want  my  own 
room,  like  all  my  friends. "Jo  looks 
atme  soulfully.  “Do  we  really  have 
to  have  someone  living  here?" 
“Most  au  pairs  only  come  here  to 
get  boyfriends  anyway,"  adds 
Antonia  pointedly.  “Eve  Abrams 
says  theirs  doesn’t  lift  a  finger." 

“She  might  try  and  boss  us 
around  when  you're  not  here," 
murmurs  Jo.  “Okay,  okay,"  l 
recoil-  Antonia  is  not  .going  to 
budge  on  the  territorial  issue.  Jo's 


not  ready  for  a  mother 
substitute.  So  how  do 
you  set  about  getting  a 
childminder?  Are 
there  agencies  for  this  sort  of 
thing?  Whar  sort  of  people  are 
childminders?  is  it  a  registered 
profession  or  are  we  talking  about 
exploited  teenage  and  OAF  lab¬ 
our?  My  neighbours  are  short  of 
ideas;  even  the  usually  together 
Eve  tan  only  suggest  “Do  what  I 
did  and  put  an  ad  in  the  paper". 

It  sounds  fearfully  hit  and  miss. 
Nevertheless:  Childminder  wan¬ 
ted  for  two  daughters,  8  and  10,  of 
beleaguered  male.  Help  with 
homework  as  important  as  house¬ 
work.  Hours  4-ish  to  11-ish,  but 
sometimes  later.  1  thought  it 
rather  witty.  The  girl  in  die  small 
ads  department  of  the  local  Twick¬ 
enham  paper  read  it  without 


PERSONAL  LIFE 


amusement.  Antonia  and  Jo  are 
chuffed  about  being  advertised  in 
the  paper.  Th^r  haw  some  idea  it 
confers  celebrity  status  on  them. 
I’Ve  told  them  the  paper  doesn’t 
come  out  until  tomorrow,  but 
they’re  in  and  out  of  the  news¬ 
agents  all  day  —  for  sweets. 

It  works!  The  phone  hasn't 
stopped  ringing.  After  the  first 
half-dozen  calls  !  felt  a  small  glow 
of  complacency.  Another  dozen 
and  that  feeling  gives  way  to  panic 
Is  there  more  to  this  than  meets  the 
eye?  Might  there  be  child  molest¬ 
ers  among  this  lot?  I  feel  you  ought 
to  have  had  more  Training  in  this 
kind  of  thing. 

I  knew  it!  It's  dangerous  adver¬ 


tising  your  vulnerabil¬ 
ities.  I  had  the  most 
unnerving  phone  cal] 
tonight.*!  man.  Male, 
27.  Had  just  come  out  of  the  Army 
after  three-and-a-half  years.  (Why. 
may  I  ask?  I  mean,  no  one  serves 
for  three-and-a-hfli/  years,  do 
they?)  He  had  had  some  “prob¬ 
lems"  but  they  were  behind  him 
new.  (Well,  that's  a  relief!)  He  had 
seen  the  light  and  was  training  for 
the  priesthood.  A  definite  case  of 
don’t  call  us,  well  call  you. 

Antonia  wonders  why  I  burst 
into  a  hysterical  cackle  when  she  ■ 
asks  me  if  “anyone  interesting" 
has  called.  My  interview  technique 
lacks  finesse,  but  Im  trying  to 
leant.  People  are  throwing  them¬ 
selves  at  me  from  all  quarters.  One 
is  from  way  out  tty  Heathrow.  I 
didn't  know  the  paper  circulated 


that  far.  Me:  How  will  you  g et 
here  from  that  distance?  Her.  By 
bus.  Me  But  the  service  is  terrible. 
Her,  111  try  to  manage.  Trv  to? 
Thar’s  not  much  help  to  me.  * 

This  is  depressing.  I’ve  had  33 
calls.  Not  one  raises  a  flicker  of  a 
nghi  feeling  in  me.  Most  of  them 
seem  barely  able  to  cope  with  their 
twi  lives,  let  alone  anyone  else’s. 

Then,  at  last!  A  candidate  1  feel 
confidence  in.  Mrs  Harris,  SO, 
bustling,  bright  and  friendly. 
Stacks  of  references.  Good  ernes, 
too.  from  posh  addresses  on  Rich¬ 
mond  Hill.  Mustn’t  jump  the  gun. 
I  will  wait  24  hours  before  making 
my  decision.  But  just  as  I  am  about 
to  lift  the  phone  to  give  Mrs  Harris 
the  all-dear,  another  candidate 
presents  herself. 

1-  Mrs  Harris  has  to  come  from 
Kew.  Mandy  lives  just  round  the 


comer.  I’d  worry  about  Mrs  H 
getting  home  at  nights. 

2-  Mrs  H  can  cook,  but  rather  old- 
fashioned,  ie  lots  of  bangers  and 
beans.  Mandy's  mentioned  raeiia* 
telle  and  stuffed  peppers. 

3.  Mrs  H  has  good  references. 
Mandy  has  references. 

4.  Mrs  H  didn’t  actually  say 
anything  about  doing  housework 
whereas  Mandy  volunteered  "if 
)ou  get  in  a  jam".  Young  people  do 
have  a  more,  well,  flexible  spirit. 

5.  Mrs  H  turned  up  five  minutes 
early  for  her  interview.  Mandy  an 
hour  late. 

6.  Mrs  H  has  the  experience.  But 
isn’t  there  some  advantage  for 
practically  pubescent  girls  in  hav¬ 
ing  someone  like  a  mate  to  confide 
in  and  talk  fashion  to? 

7.  Mrs  H  is  nearly  60.  Mandy  is  19. 
blonde,  blue-eyed  and  has  "a  Bri¬ 
gitte  Bardot  pout. 

A  tough  decision?  Who  am  I 
Hying  to  kid? 

Peter  Davies 


There’s  no  escape,  just  play  the  game 


Be  it  charades  or 
the  vicar’s  cat  — 
games  come  into 
their  own  at 
Christmas,  says 
Jill  Parkin 

There’s  something  odd 
about  the  British 
Christmas.  During 
the  breaks  between 
eating,  we’re  often  stuck  in  a 
room  with  several  people  we 
haven’t  seen  far  364  days.  We 
must  have  stacks  to  talk  about 
What  do  we  do?  We  start 
playing  games  madly,  thus 
avoiding  any  real  conversa¬ 
tion  for  another  year. 

I  married  into  a  family  of 
games  players,  a  shock  for 
someone  brought  up  with  only 
.  an  incomplete  set  of  Kan-U- 
Go  cards.  (Mind  you,  ft  made 
me  into  a  passable  Scrabble 
player,  which  came  in  handy 
during  those  long  dark  eve¬ 
nings  of  courting.) 

I  am  notorious  among  my 
in-laws  for  having  to  have 
Snap  explained  tome  twice.  So 
when  T  came  back  home  one 
Christmas  from  a  four-day 
assignment  in  post-revolution- 
ary  Romania,  their  annual 
orgy  had  quite  slipped  my 
mind.  All  I  wanted  was  a  gin. 
and  a  loving  band  to  help’me 
out  of  foe  waxed  jideet  I'd 
been  all  but  sleeping  in.  But 
hardened  games  players  har¬ 
dly  ever  drink,  and  their 
hands  are  usually  folding  bits 
of  paper.  It  was  “Hi,  Jill!"  and 
back  to  their  substitute  for  real 
social  intercourse.  So  I  went, 
via  Belgrade  and  the  family 
flour  game,  smoothly  from 
Ceau$escu  to  murder  in  the 
dark.  Not  much  difference. 

But  like  the  Boxing  Day 
walk  and  the  pounds  of  nuts 
you  wouldn't  dream  of  buying 
normally,  games  —  board 
games,  word  games,  moving- 
about-the-ioom  games  —  are 
an  inevitable  part  of  Christ¬ 
mas.  You  can’t  escape.  There 
are  people  out  there,  and  in  the 
sitting  room  with  you,  who 
plan  this  months  ahead. 

A  friend  of  mine,  a  radio 
news  editor,  cuts  out  headlines 
all  year  round,  just  for  her  new 
year  party  game.  She  actually 
practises  foe  flour  game  foe 
day  before  her  family  do.  She 
turns  the  flour  out  of  a  bowl 
and  stands  in  her  kitchen, 
carefully  cutting  slices  off  the 
flour  dome  without  letting  foe 
chocolate  topple  off. 


ADVERTISING  ARCHIVrS 


Board  games,  word  games  and  moving-abouMhe-room  games  —  they  are  an  inevitable  part  of  a  British  Christmas.  There  will  be  people  in  the  siding  room  with  you  who  planned  this  ritual  months  ahead 


You  never  know  if  the 
games  your  family  plays  are 
normal.  Everyone  plays  cha¬ 
rades  and  consequences.  But 
what  about  up-Jenkins,  and 
foe  vicar’s  cat?  Mine  only  by 
marriage,  you  understand. 

•  -  Those  oldies  who  are  always 
telling  us  "in  my  day  we  used 
to  make  our  own  entertain¬ 
ment"  should  get  down  and 
play  up-Jenkins.  Real  Dry 
fun,  that  is*  It  makes  flicking 
the  remote  seem  like  an  intel¬ 
lectual  challenge. 

Still,  a  young  games-hating 
Cambridge  don  I  met  at  a 
wedding  admitted:  “Yew  can 
have  a  good  subversive  time 
with  that  word  game  where 
you  have  to  guess  which  is  the 
right  meaning.  I  once  did 
mooli,  and  gave  them  the 
choice  between  a  rudely 
shaped  vegetable,  a  Hindu 
word  for  foe  female  sex  organ 
as  an  object  of  veneration,  and. 
the  Irish  festival  of  foe  cow. 
They  all  went  for  the  sex 
organ.  I  think  that  tells  you  a 
lot  about  hew  repressed 


games  players  are.  A  lot  of 
them  are  people  who  went  to 
children's  parties  and  never 
got  the  parcel.  Winning  mat¬ 
ters  so  much  to  them  that  even 
games  of  complete  chance  or 
laughable  skill  can  become  a 
triumph  to  them." 


ne  has  to  be  charita¬ 
ble  to  the  games 
players,  then.  This 
is  their  one  chance 
they’ve  got 


o 

to  shine.  Anyway 
us,  and  plenty  of  pencils  and 
paper  to  go  round. 

So  we  might  as  well  find  the 
gin  and  begin.  "The  vicar's  cat 
is  an  aberrant  cat . . " 

Everything  from  the 
Queen's  spcechto  the  salmo¬ 
nella  in  the  turkey  is  combin¬ 
ing  to  make  us  comatose  over 
Christmas.  Something  to 
wake  us  up  is  no  bad  thing. 
Let’s  play  up  and  play  their 
blessed  games  for  one  day  in 
365.  After  all,  if  you  bad  that 
much  to  talk  abaut,  you’d  see 
each  other  more  often, 
wouldn’t  you? 


Some  advice  from  an  old  party 
book:  “Let  some  of  the  games  be 
noisy  ernes,  some  of  them  atrociously 
silly,  and  it  will  be  just  as  well  if  you 
get  to  know  a  few  that  are  sedate." 

ATROCIOUSLY  SILLY  GAMES 
Here  are  some  games  that  would  not 
come  amiss  ai  a  Faw/ty  Towers  party. 
■  Flour  Game.  Tightly  pack  flour  in  a 
bowl  and  turn  out  on  to  a  plate,  placing 
a  chocolate  on  top.  Players  take  it  in 
turns  to  slice  a  piece  of  the  flour 
mountain  away  without  letting  it 
collapse.  The  loser  gets  their  face 
pushed  into  foe  flour  —  and  the 
chocolate  by  way  of  compensation. 

■  The  Vicar'S  Cat  A  round-the-room 
game.  Everyone  has  to  find  an  adjec¬ 
tive  to  fit  the  feline.  You  start  with  “a” 
(“The  vicar’s  cat  is  an  artful 
cat . .  angry  cat . . .  absent-minded  cat" 
and  so  on),  proceeding  through  the 
alphabet  to  “z“.  It’s  obviously  more 
difficult  if  you're  foe  last  to  go,  so  the 
starting  point  moves  on  a  person  with 
each'  letter.  If  you  cant  think  of  a  new 
word  you’re  out. 

■  Up-Jenkins.  A  find-the-coin  game 
for  two  teams  feeing  each  other  across 
a  table.  A  coin  is  passed  about  by  one 


FUN  AND  GAMES  FOR  ALL  THE  FAMILY 


team  under  the  table  and  is  finally 
concealed  in  one  player’s  hand.  The 
other  team  gives  orders,  trying  to  hear 
or  see  the  coin.  "Up-Jenkins"  means 
the  coin  team  must  raise  their  hands  at 
90  degrees  to  the  table  with  fingertips 
resting  on  it.  “Smash"  means  bring 
your  palms  down  with  a  bang.  Hands 
are  eliminated  until  the  opposing  team 
chooses  one  and  all  foe  players  see 
whether  it’s  the  right  one. 

Here  is  another  silly  game,  adapted 
from  my  ancient  book.  Games  for  your 
Party,  by  Bernard  Stanley. 

■  In  Who  Are  You?  foe  organiser  pins 
a  well-known  name  on  the  back  of  each 
guest  You  then  move  around  foe  room 
asking  questions  of  each  other  to  find 
out  who  you  are.  Nothing  too  direct 
Not  "Am  I  foe  Duchess  of  York?"  but 
"Do  I  bank  with  Hello!  magazine?" 
After  a  while  the  organiser  calls  each 
name  and  you  find  out  if  whether  you 
have  guessed  right  As  Mr  Stanley 
says:  “You  must  exercise  discretion  in 
the  names  you  foist  on  your  friends  or 
your  friends  may  become  your  foes." 

■  Needles  is  a  sexist  but  funny  game 


involving  male  and  female  pairs. 
Needles,  thread,  buttons  and  small 
pieces  of  fabric  are  laid  out  on  a  table  at 
the  end  of  foe  room.  The  women  have 
to  run  and  get  the  items;  the  men  have 
to  thread  the  needle  and  sew  on  foe 
button;  foe  women  have  to  run  back 
with  the  sewing.  First  button  on  wins. 

SEDATE  GAMES 
Most  board  games  are  for  small  num¬ 
bers  of  players.  Here  are  a  few  for  a 
reasonable-sized  party,  which  already 
has  Monopoly  and  Trivial  Pursuit. 

■  The  Manager  claims  to  be  the  first 
ever  fantasy  football  board  game  for 
up  to  six  players,  who  are  cast  as 
managers  of  Premiership  football 
dubs.  They  play  with  Banco  de 
Venables  currency  (Tel  himself  created 
the  game),  buying  and  selling  players. 
The  winner  is  foe  one  with  foe  most 
cash  at  the  end  (£19.99,  Waddingtons). 

■  Hazard  features  Chaucer's  pilgrims 
and  the  idea  is  to  be  foe  first  to  get 
around  the  board  from  medieval 
Southwark  to  Canterbury.  Up  to  six 
can  play  and  you  learn  about  the 


Canterbuiy  Tales  as  you  go.  Minimum 
age  seven  (£15.95,  Past  Times). 

NOISY  GAMES 

■  Poison  Spot.  You  need  space  and 
not  much  furniture.  Everyone  stands 
in  a  ring  hand  in  hand,  music  is  turned 
on  and  foe  ring  careers  around.  Two 
handkerchiefs  are  spread  on  the  floor 
and  anyone  touching  one  is  out.  You're 
allowed  to  nudge  other  people  on  to  the 
poison  spots.  As  numbers  thin  oui. 
more  spots  are  added.  In  the  case  of 
aggressive  play,  stop  the  music  and 
everyone  must  stand  still. 

BOOKS 

■  If  you  want  something  more  mod¬ 

em,  Waterstones  suggests:  A  Book  of 
Surrealist  Games  by  AJastair  Brolchie 
(Shambhala,  £7.99)  for  language  and 
alternative  card  games;  The  Penguin 
Book  of  Games  by  Sarah  Toynbee 
(£4.99).  with  mare  titan  100  games  for 
grown-ups;  The  Big  Family  Games 
Book  by  Jane  Molineaux  (Michael 
O'Marai  £12.99),  six  family  games  and 
pieces;  The  Mammoth  Book  of  Word 
Games  by  Peter  Newby  (Robinson 
Publishing.  E5.99).  games  from  cipher- 
text  to  word  squares.  J.P. 


Ruth  Gledhfll  on  a  celebrity  Christmas  carol  service  that  had  a  serious  message  behind  the  fun  and  laughter 

Why  Wally  made  it  the  best  Christmas  ever 


SURPRISING  num¬ 
bers  of  young  people 
among  the  elderly 
and  bund,  some  with 
Harrods  shopping 
bags  and  others  with 
friendly  guide  decs, 
squeezed  between  the 
n  the  case  of  one  particu- 
p,  hairy  akatian.  flowed 
foe  aisle,  for  our  celebrity 
s  carol  service  in  the  heart 
-  of  London.  An  enormous, 
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reach  their  seats  on  the 

ling  throughout 

glican  clergyman  taking 
,  Dr  Michael  Peel,  opened 
ding  prayer:  "My  friends,. 
are  ourselves  to  hear  the 
if  angels,  so  Jet  us  go  in 
mind  to  Bethlehem  and 
ing  that  has  come  to  pass 
he  lying  in  a  mango-." 

■  in  foe  City  Temple,  foe 
ming  Free  Church  within 

id  with  a  history  datii«  to 

Its  ministers  have  mdud- 
s  Goodwin,  chaplain  to 
jmwell  and,  besides  its 


ANDRE  CAMARA 


carol  sendee,  various 
lio.  television  and  the 


Jenny  Seagrove.  Clive  Anderson  and  Honor  Blackman  read  prayers 


stage  had  volunteered  to  do  the 
readings  to  benefit  the  charities 
Help  the  Aged  and  Action  for  Blind 
People.  Our  first  reading  was  by 
Clive  Anderson,  the  chat-show  host, 
a  man  blessed  with  foe  rare  power 
to  generate  laughter.no  matter  what 
he  says.  I  only  just  controlled  the 
urge  to  giggle  uncontrollably  as  he 
launched  into  two  rather  serious 
verses  from  Isaiah- 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


★A  five-star  guide  ★ 

MINISTER:  The  Rev  Dr  David  Hilbom 
ARCHITECTURE:  Although  built  in 
1958  after  its  predecessor  on  the  site 
was  bombed  in  1941,  Ibis  church  feels 
much  older.  Its  vast  and  stunning 
Interior  gives  a  Godly  impression  of 
austere  magnificence.  ★★★★ 

MUSIC:  Admirable  descants  from 
London  university's  church  choir,  who 
sang  popular  carols  in  between  most 
of  the  readings. 

LITURGY: 

Time-honoured  Christmas  formal  of 
nine  lessons  and  carols.  *★★★ 
SPIRITUAL  HIGH:  Joyful  and 
triumphant,  irkirk 
AFTER-SERVICE  CARE: 
Sandwiches,  quiches  and  hot  mines 
pies,  washed  down  with  alcohol-free 
mulled  fruit  juice,  kirkkrk 


The  next  reading,  by  the  actress 
Jenny  Seagrove,  calmed  jis  down 
and  Honor  Blackman  personified 
the  spirit  of  Christmases  Past  as  she 
read  from  Norman  Longmaie’s 
How  We  Lived  Then,  with  his  tale  of 
the  Sheffield  girl  in  the  Second 
World  War,  who  wrote  to  Santa 
Claus  for  “any  little  thing  you  can 
spare",  or  foe  Surrey  girT  who  left 
instructions  for  Santa  Claus  on  foe 


living  room  table,  directing  him  to 
foe  bomb  shelter  in  the  cellar  where 
she  was  sleeping  on  Christmas  Eve. 

After  that,  Frank  Windsor  of  Z- 
Cars  feme  shot  straight  from  the  hip 
wiih  Matthew  chapter  one,  his  voice 
resounding  through  the  temple.  All# 
foe  readings  were  followed  tty  music 
_  or  a  carol  and  our  treat  this  time  was 
‘O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem  by  foe 
blind  guitarist  David  James.  Nerys 


Hughes  talked  us  gently  through 
Luke  chapter  two.  and  then  it  was 
back  to  Mr  Anderson  for  Dina 
Donohue's  Trouble  at  the  Inn,  a 
story  which,  fortunately,  was  this 
time  meant  to  be  funny. 

Anderson  described  a  nativity 
play,  where  the  part  of  the  innkeeper 
was  played  by  a  man  called  Wally, 
who  would  today  be  classed  as 
suffering  from  a  “learning  disabil¬ 
ity".  When  foe  lime  came  to  turn 
Mary  and  Joseph  away,  he  could 
not  remember  his  lines.  Hie 
prompter  urged  him  to  rum  foe 
Holy  family  away  but  he  just  stood 
there,  his  mouth  open,  eyes  filling 
with  tears,  staring  at  Mary,  finally, 
he  cried  out  “Dont  go.  Joseph. 
Bring  Mary  back.  You  can  have  my 
room."  As  Mr  Anderson  explained, 
some  people  in  the  town  thought  foe 
play  had  beat  ruined.  Others, 
however,  considered  Wally  had 
made  it  the  best  Christinas  the  town 
had  ever  seen. 

Dr  Peel  went  on  to  lead  us  in 
prayer.  “May  the  humility  of  the 
shepherds,  the  perseverance  of  the 
wise  men,  the  joy  of  the  angels  and 
the  peace  of  the  Christ-child  be 
God's  gift  to  you  this  Christmas 
time."  He  blessed  us  all  before 
sending  us  into  a  night  where  foe 
shops  had  finally  dosed  and  the  true 
spirit  of  Christmas  began  to  be  felt 
in  foe  present. 

•  City  Temple.  Holbom  Viaduct. 

London  ECIA  2DE. 


Imagine  their 
delight 


Imagine  all  the  lovely  things  you  could 
buy  with  National  Garden  Gift  Token*. 

So  why  not  give  someone  else  the  same 
pleasure  this  Christmas! 

National  Garden  Gift  Tokens  come  in  a 
range  of  values,  are  easy  to  past  and  can 
be  bought  and  exchanged  at  most  Garden 
Centres,  Garden  Shops  and  Nurseries  right 
across  the  UK. 

So  treat  them  to  the  gift  that  grows. 

NATIONAL  GARDEN  GIFT  TOKENS 

t(nni>;iiiiiinil  Trjik^  .Vm  m 
tysuNcJittl  Thr.ile,  Kerkshntr. 
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The  garden  from  under  the  sea 


WCCP 


Orchids  and  cowslips  at  Folkestone 

Chalk  spoil  from 
the  Channel  Tunnel 
has  become  a 
naturalist’s  delight 


Samphire  Hoe  is  one  Euro¬ 
tunnel  asset  that  must  bring 
undiluted  joy  to  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  accountants.  Eco logical¬ 
ly.  it  is  all  profit;  about  65  million 
cubic  yards  of  chalk  marl,  the  spoil 
from  the  English  half  of  the  Channel 
Tunnel  excavations,  sown  with  wild- 
flower  seeds. 

Planting  on  the  135-acre  site  at 
Dover  indudes  rock  samphire  seeded 
from  descendants  of  the  plants  grow¬ 
ing  on  adjacent  diffc  which  a 
botanically  correct  Shakespeare  in¬ 
cludes  in  Lear: 

Act  IV.  Scene  VI.  Stage  directions: 
The  country  near  Dover. 

Edgar  (to  Gloster): 

The  crows  and  choughs  that  wing 
the  midway  air 

Show  scarce  so  gross  as  beetles: 
half  way  down 
Hangs  one  that  gathers 
samphire. . . 

The  chalk  spoil  has  been  contoured 
to  mimic  the  form  of  nearby  Folke¬ 
stone  Warren.  Although  it  has  not 
seen  the  sun  for  millions  of  years, 
naturalists  expect  this  most  virginal 
of  seed  bases  in  time  to  support  many 
of  the  traditional  plant  species  of 
chalk  downland.  the  dominant  habi¬ 
tat  here. 

Botanists  are  delighted  with  last 
summer’s  yield.  The  hoe  already 
supports  bird's-fooi  trefoil,  pink  sain¬ 
foin  and  yellow  kidney  vetch,  some  of 
the  distinct  flora  in  landscape  form 
virtually  wiped  off  the  face  of  Britain 
by  postwar  agricultural  changes. 
More  than  70  per  cent  of  chalk  down- 


Above  the  White  Cliffs  of  Dover,  a  new  185-acre  downland  site  called  Samphire  Hoe  has  been  created  from  the  Channel  Tunnel  diggings 


land  has  been  lost  to  agriculture  in 
the  past  50  years,  and  much  of  the 
rest  is  under  threat  through  lack  of 
attention. 

Samphire  Hoe  is  the  boldest  of  the 
attempts  at  habitat  creation  by  the 
White  Cliffs .  Countryside  Project,  a 
joint  initiative  to  improve  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous,  and  most  tran¬ 
sited.  landscapes  in  Britain.  (It  in¬ 
cludes  the  White  Cliffs  of  Dover  and, 
increasingly  many  people's  first  and 
last  view  of  England.  Cherry  Garden 
Hill,  that  sweep  of  cattle-dotted  scarp 
above  the  entrance  to  the  tunnel) 

The  White  .Cliffs  Countryside 
Project.  launched  in  1989  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Channel  Tunnel  construc¬ 
tion,  is  one  of  the  most  potent 
environmental  alliances  of  its  type  in 
Britain.  Funding  partners  include 
Eurotunnel,  which  owns  large  areas 
around  the  tunnel  mouth.  Rail  track, 
the  Countryside  Commission.  Kent 
Shepway  and  Dover  councils,  the 
Kent  wildlife  Trust  and  landowners. 

The  project  manages  three  large 
areas  of  chalk  downland:  the  Western 
Heights  above  the  White  Cliffs  of 


Dover,  Folkestone  Warren,  and 
Folkestone  Downs,  which  runs  se¬ 
renely  above  the  bewildering  matrix 
of  railway  lines,  roads,  overbridges 
and  gantries  of  the  tunnel  terminal. 

The  scheme  has  already  scored 
some  notable  successes  in  restoring 
areas  of  downland  which  had  be¬ 
come  overgrown,  but  at  least  were 
never  ploughed,  seeded  or  treated 
with  chemicals  and  fertiliser  and 
turned  over  to  intensive  agriculture. 

“Because  of  the  lack  of  traditional 
management,  much  of  this  land  was 
derelict,  rank  and  coarse,  invaded 
with  scrub,"  says  the  project  officer, 
Nick  Johann  sen.  “There  were  prob¬ 
lems  of  fly-tipping  and  litter.  Without 
intervention,  a  huge  area  of  spedes- 
rich  grassland  would  have  been  lost.” 

In  all,  project  workers  have  cleared 
about  700  acres  of  ancient  chalk 
grassland  of  scrub.  The  chief  agent  of 
repair  is  cattle.  “We  have  been 
grazing  some  downs  for  seven  years 
and  have  seen  spectacular  improve¬ 
ment.”  Mr  Johannsen  says.  Downs 
which  were  knee-high  in  coarse  grass 
have  been  transformed  to  a  fine  turf. 


with  many  dormant  species  growing 
again,  such  as  cowslips,  harebells 
and  orchids,  in  turn  supporting  up  to 
30  species  of  butterfly. 

The  land  is  being  grazed  by 
animals  belonging  to  farm¬ 
ers  who  receive  payments  to 
underwrite  what  would  oth¬ 
erwise  be  loss-making  farming  activi¬ 
ties  under  the  Government's 
Countryside  Stewardship  scheme.  (A 
condition  of  the  scheme  is  public 
access  to  die  downs  and,  reflecting 
the  project's  cross-Channel  links, 
signs  and  leaflets  are  bilingual.) 

An  indicator  of  success  is  the 
Adonis  Blue  butterfly,  which  needs 
closely  grazed  turf.  It  has  staged  a 
sensational  comeback.  Once  it  was 
common  on  the  downs  —  there  are 
records  of  Victorian  lepidopterists 
brushing  up  clouds  of  the  butterflies 
on  the  tops.  "Ten  years  ago,  they  were 
here  in  dozens:  now  it's  up  to 
hundreds.  I  look  forward  to  thou¬ 
sands,”  Mr  Johannsen  says. 

As  well  as  creating  new  and  rescu¬ 
ing  old  downland,  the  project  is 


recreating  the  habitat  on  about  43 
acres  of  land  which  has  been  turned 
over  to  arable  farming.  Round  H31, 
part  of  Eurotunnel's  large  estate  just 
above  the  first  section  of  the  tunnel, 
has  been  weaned  off  hs  agri-chemical 
addiction  and  sown  with  kidney  vetch, 
upright  broom  and  oxeye  daisy. 

Initial  results  are  encouraging, 
though  Mr  Johannsen  says  that  the 
restoration  process  will  be  slow  on 
such  sites.  “Plants  are  spreading  in 
from  adjoining  downland,  but  there 
may  still  only  be  20  to  30  species, 
compared  to  several  hundred  on  the 
down  that  was  never  ploughed. 

“The  process  is  not  fully  under¬ 
stood.  We  are  still  learning,  and 
however  much  money  we  spend,  we 
cannot  recreate  the  intricacy  of  the 
flora  on  the  ancient  downs.” 

Gareth  Huw  Davies 

•  Samphire  Hoe  is  not  yet  open  id  the 
public,  though  guided  walks  have  been 
arranged.  The  next  is  on  Dec  29, 2pm. 

•  White  Cliffs  Countryside  Project. 

6  Cambridge  Terrace,  Dover,  Kent 
C776  JJT  (01304 241906}. 


FEATHER  REPORT 


Partridge  myth 
is  off  its  perch 


THE  "true-love’s"  present  for 
the  first  day  of  Christmas  in 
the  song  is  the  rarest  of  all  his 
or  her  12  gifts.  Drummers 
drum,  geese  lay  and  lords  leap 
—  but  .partridges  never  settle 
in  pear  trees.  In  fact,  they 
hardly  ever  perch  in  trees  at 
all  They  may.  occasionally 
land  on  a  fence,  but  essentially 
they  are  ground  birds. 

They  even  prefer  to  run 
away  rather  than  fly  when 
they  axe  frightened,  though  if 
they'  do  whirr  up  into  the  air 
they  fly  very  wefl,  coasting 
over  hedges  and  dodging 
bales  of  straw  until  the/  settle 
on  the  earth  again. 

There  arc  two  species  out  in 
the  fields  of  Britain:  the  com¬ 
mon  or  grey  partridge  and  the 
red-legged  partridge  or 
-French  man ",  an  introduced 
species.  The  latter  is  now 
probably  more  common,  but 
the  old  British  partridge  is  still 
nlmtifuL  When  one  puts  its 
head  up  above  the  com  or  long 
grass  to  -look  around,  it  can 
mstantly  .be  identified  try  its 
bright  orange  face. 

Most  of  the  grey  partridges 
never  go  far  from  the  farm¬ 
land  where  they  began  life,  so 
there  are  probably  ramifies  of 
them  that  go  bade  into  the 
mists  of  time.  In  the  winter, 
they  move  around  in  flocks  or 
“coveys”.  You  can  hear  their 
call  a  long  way  off  —  a  sound 
like  metal  being  scraped.  If 
you  follow  it  up  you  can 
usually  find  several  of  them 
lurking  by  a  hedge. 

An  attractive  habit  of  these 
winter  coveys  is  the  way  they 
roost  at  night.  They  are  vuln- 


entire  to  predators,  such  as 
foxes,  when  there  is  no  com  to 
hide  in,  so  they  squat  down  at 
dusk  in  a  circle  —  perhaps  12 
or  15  birds  -  all  feemg 
outwards.  That  way  they  have 
a  better  chance  of  detecting  an 
enemy  approaching. 

Not  many  people  have  seen 
these  night  curies,  but  some¬ 
times  one  can  find  a  ring_  of 
their  droppings  showing 
where  they  haw  been. 

On  windy  nights  they  are 
less  likely  to  roost  in  this  way, 

because  they  prefer  to  face  into 
a  strong  wind,  like  most 
roosting  birds.  That  keeps 
their  feathers  unruffled — and 
h.  is  their  feathers  that  keep 
them  warm. 

PARTRIDGES  start  pairing 
in  late  January  or  February.  It 
is  a  fine  public  spectacle.  You 
hear  their  metallic  calls  and 
find  20  or  30  of  than  out 
together  in  an  open  field  — 
probably  two  or  three  coveys 

Cing  up.  They  run  about  in 
t  of  each  other,  chase  and 
fight,  and  take  little  notice  of  a. 
discreet  observer. 

Then  they  start  leaving  the 
field  in  couples.  Love  and 
spring  are  on  their  way. 

Derwent  May 

What's  about:  Birders — look 
out  for  wintering  green 
sandpipers  around  reservoirs 
and  gravel  pits  and  along  open 
ditches.  Twtchen  —  desen 
wheatear,  Cardiff :  Baonapart&s 
gull,  land*  End;  hoopoe, 

Sheffield.  Details  from  Birdline, 
0891 700222.  CallscosidOpa 
minutes  cheap  rate,  SOp  at  all 
other  times. 


PET®  BROWN 


Partridges  rarely  perch  up  in  the  trees — even  pear  trees 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL- 
CALL:  01716806860 
FAX:  0171 481  9313 


SHOPAROUND 


-  TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL  0171 680  6860 
FAX:  0171 481 9313 
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TIMES 
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INSTANT 
MAGMHCATHM  - 
WITHOUT  CHANGING  GLASSES! 

These  utique  ctp-on  FLIP  &  FOCUS  swivel  magrafyino 
loses  queMy  attach  to  the  frame  at  any  normal  (Hasses  or 
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BUYERS  CHOICE  (Dept  11549) 
88  Station  Road,  Burton  Latimer 
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Hobbies 

Craftwork  yv, 
All  small  Zy 
print  y 
Any  fine  v 
detail  work  y 
Repair  JotisNr 


FOR  THE  PERSON  WHO  HAS 
EVERYTHING 

Make  life  enjoyable  by  giving  the 
perfect  Xmas  gift 

AN  AUTOMATIC  ICE 
MACHINE 

•  Long  lasting  'sparkling1  ice  cubes 
9  Easy  to  install  as  counter  top  or  under  worktop 

•  Up  to  20  kilos  prodnetion  in  24  bouts 

•  8  kilos  Stonge  capacity 

•  24  hour  delivery 

•  2  year  full  warranty 

•  Stylish  design 

Impress  your  partner  and  your  guests  with  this  unique 
gift  by  serving  the  best  drinks  available  on  the  rocks  all 
the  year  round. 

Contact  us  today  for  further  information 


colour 


Telephone:  01635  33993  Fax:  01635  41733 

Bone  Lane,  Newbury,  Berks.  RG14  5SD 
Visa  &  Access  Payments. 


ecreating  the  period.  Perfectly. 


FACTORY  SHOP 

SOFAS  &  SOFA  BEDS 

From  Factory  to  yon!  NO  MIDDLEMAN! 

Styled  4  made  to  yew  awn  requirements.  Deeper  seats-EGgher  or 
lower  backs  Softer  fins  cnehioas.  A  duke  of  tarnfads  efiMria 
fan  Semdenm  Liberty  MenkweQ  sad  others.  All  work  carried 
«W  by  pafts  men  and  women.  Not  ness  produced.  We  also 
undertake  te-spbelstiring  to  the  pnMje  and  Interior  derigner. 


Victoria  Safa  ISofMicd) 

CREDIT  AVAILABLE  SUBJECT  TO  STATUS 

witaa  Dnai'Oa  _ 

POETSTYLE  LTD 

Unit  1,  Bayforvf  ttroot  Industrial  Contra 
Mara  Straat  (Nr  Wall  St.) 
Haeknay,  London,  E8  3SE. 

Toll  0181  533  0915 
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became  untie  year  m  which  jw 
war  bom,  wna  bj  mnwskj,  joined 
the  mb*  m  married,  produced  jeer 
rand  or  dud  child,  acqnirtd  jnar 
fint  car  and  fundjr  pet,  own  bok  no 


At  William  Tillman  our  craftsmen  lovingly  create  modern  masterpieces  that  reproduce 
the  finest  examples  of  English  18lh  and  19th  century  furniture  to  perfection.  Call  now 
and  let  us  introduce  yon  to  quality  that  cannot  be  surpassed  anywhere. 


When  only  perfection  is  good  enough. 


WILLIAM  TILLMAN 

Substantial  discounts  currently  available  on  many 
items,  including  chairs.  Please  ask  for  details. 


30  St  James's  Street,  London  SWlA  IHB 
Telephone:  0171  839  2500  Fan  «71  930  BlOfi 


14-21  Croudi  Line.  Borough  Green.  IIcr.E  TN15  SLT 
Telephone:  CIXO  8E27S  Fas:  01732  SS4439 


:  Idea!  for 

[  anybody  anywhere 
3  in  need  of  a  rest 
l  while  enjoying  the 
-  outdoor  life. 

2?  STAYSAFE  Ltd,  (Dept.  TM51) 
^  B1  The  Mattings.  Staostead 
•??  Abbott!,  Hens.  SG12  8HG. 


SEHD  HO  HONEY  MOW  - 
Ftay  utter  receipt  of  oefK 
Cmdf  cadswB  be  charged 
7  days  atier  despatch. 


MORIARTT’S 
SOLID  FINE 
STORAGE  BEDS 


I  For  NEW  colour  brochure 

y(OI233) 8502 ly 


TheLoden 

Collection 

Traditional  style  and 
natural  warmth 


'H  8®! 

Tnuliuuful  green  LmJcn  coats 
avaijHc  in  L&Jics,Gent$  and  Childs. 
Telephone  017ns  899)  l ) 

Fax  0176.X  SW222 
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BORN  for 
LODEN 

Bom  for  Lodai,  Penrith  Eamec, 
Paunh.  Gnmbria  GA1 1  9EQ  TTj 


ito  wardrobes  plus 
bookcases, shelves, etc  Home 
orwork.  Versatile  &  practical 

Good  value  varnished  BEECH 

phone  for  mail  order  catalogue 

Cu  best  ore0181-994 6016  24hr 


0181-688  6323 


Give  Christmas 
a  lift. 


Call  us  now  on  freefone 

0800  19  19  19 

For  a  free  no  obligation  quote. 

•  Next  day  ins  La  nation  available  nationwide. 

•  Buy  direct  from  the  manufacturer. 

•  Thousands  of  satisfied 
customers. 

•  New  or 
reconditioned. 


GIVE  YOUR  11  F  E  A  LIFT 


I^BEST  EVER  JANUARY \  2 


STARTS  FRIDAY  27th  DECEMBER 

?540%  OFF 

+  IN  TEREST  FREE  CREDIT  +  FREE  UK  DELIVERY 


The  worlds  largest  display  of  fine  Engish  solid  Mahogany 
TOakmt  Yew  &  Birds  Eye  Maple  antique  replica  furniture  made 
by  master  craftsmen  to  a  standard  Unsurpassed  this  century 

Mon-Sat  9am-5.30pm 

BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLICAS 

Ntfi  SCHOOL  CLOSE,  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  AVE-,  BURGESS  HILL 
fBEiTON  ums  &  NWHiiMi  WEST  SUSSEX  RHI5  <tl0t 

V—  ■  I  Teh  01444  245577-^2^ 


weekend.  Saturday  decembfp  21  mt 


Luxury 
route  to 
Oriental 
pleasures 

S.E.  Asia  ■  15 


■13 


Coconuts 
for  the 
club-class 
castaways 

Fiji  •  16 


Lower  Manhattan  at  sunset,  probably  the  most  famous  skyline  in  the  world  and  the  last  glimpse  of  New  York  for  passengers  sailing  across  the  Atlantic  on  the  QEZ  Cunard  has  kept  its  glamorous  image  anchored  firmly  in  the  1930s 


Dad  to  the  music  of  time 


Two  views  of  the  First  Lady  of  the  sea  —  a  daughter  treating 
her  foxtrotting  father  to  a  trip,  and  a  wide-eyed  first-timer 


While  the  Manhattan 
skyline  shrank  into 
the  pale  September 
sky,  Dad  was  playing 
golf.  1  watched  his  dub  arcing 
through  the  green  cage  beyond  die. 
lifeboats.  TWenty-five  years  ago  I 
worked  as  his  caddy  for  half-a- 
crown(12bp). 

I  had  brought  my  father  wkh  me 
on  a  short  assignment  —  two  days 
in  New  York  then  back  on  the  QEZ 
It  was  a  treat  1  wanted  to  give  him; 
he  deserved  it  and  as  a  self- 


It  was  the  fast  tune  we  had  spent 
more  than  two  days  together  since  I 


was  a  teenager,  and  die  first  time 
we  had  been  alone  for  a  week  in  our 
lives.  “Alone?”  We  were  joined  on 
the  QE2  by  1,000  crew  members 
and  800  other  passengers.  In  every 
comer  of  tbe  ship  a  lurking  Cunard 
employee  inquired  after  our  health, 
offered  us  food  or  took  our  photo¬ 
graph  in  soft  focus — sometimes  all 
three  at  once. 

The'  inconvenient  absence  of 
scenery  is  an  occupational  hazard 
of  cruising  across  the  Atlantic.  To 


synagogue  services,  talent  shows, 
aerobics  classes,  scrabble  contests 
and  -  meetings  of  the  Masonic 


brethren.  It  even  has  die  nerve  to 
include  a  weight-control  seminar. 
Dressing  up,  sipping  cocktails  and 
whirling  round  die  dance  floor  are 
de  rigueur  and  “gentlemen  hosts" 
are  employed  to  foxtrot  with  single 
women  passengers. 

In  the  face  of  change  throughout 
the  leisure  sector,  Cunard  has  kept 
its  Nod  Coward-and-Royalty  im¬ 
age  anchored  in  the  1930s.  “Irs  like 
arriving  in  little  old  England  as 
soon  as  you  step  off  the  pier  in  New 
York,"  a  retired  attorney  from 
Kansas  told  me  as  I  trod  on  his  foot 
during  a  tango  lesson. 


Dad  and  I  shared  a  cabin.  It  was 
very  comfortable,  though  it  did 
remind  me  why  I  had  left  home.  In 
1842  Dickens  and  his  wife  shared  a 
cabin  during  a  transatlantic  cross¬ 
ing  on  Cunard 's  Britannia,  and  he 
wrote  in  his  diary.  “It  is  as  dose  to 
hell  as  I  can  imagine.”  It  took  14 
days  then,  and  milk  was  provided 
by  a  cow  on  deck.  She  was  stowed 
in  a  hammock  as  it  was  the  only 
way  they  could  keep  her  upright 
What  I  liked  best  on  the  QE2  was 
lying  on  the  sundeck  and  letting  the 
steward  wrap  me  in  a  navy  serge 
blanket  like  a  horse.  Like  all  his 


colleagues,  this  youth  wore  a  badge 
bearing  his  name.  And  like  us, 
David  came  from  Bristol.  The 
sundeck  under  his  aegis  had  the 
whiff  of  a  resort  out  of  season, 
lumpy  shapes  covered  in  green 
tarpaulins  stowed  along  the  edges 
of  the  smooth,  grey  boards. 

Most  of  the  time  Dad  lay  next  to 
me  on  the  sundeck  and  David 
ministered  to  us  with  tea  and 
crustless  ham  sandwiches.  Many 
hours  unravelled  as  Dad  and 
David  discussed  Bristol  City  FC, 
the  pair  of  them  expressing  such 
vehement  rebuttals  of  the  manag¬ 


er's  selection  that  I  wondered  why 
they  did  not  ring  him  up  on  the 
satellite  phone  to  tell  him  where  he 
was  going  wrong. 

Bad  weather  eventually  drove  us 
off  the  sundeck.  On  the  third 
evening  —  half-way  —  crepes 
suzettes  had  to  be  removed  from  the 
dinner  menu.  "Too  much  swell  for 
a  naked  flame,"  our  waiter  said. 

Stormy  seas,  coupled  with  the 
irritating  absence  of  scenery,  meant 
we  were  ineluctably  drawn  to  the 
on-board  human  landscape.  Most 
of  the  other  passengers  were  Amer¬ 
ican,  their  faces  mulberried  by 
drink  and  their  minds  blanched  by 
the  eternal  peace  of  Kansas.  They 
smiled  at  us  benignly,  the  happy 
image  of  parent  and  child. 

There  were  things  I  had  planned 


to  say  to  Dad  in  the  leisurely 
moments  of  our  cruise  but.  of 
course,  I  did  not. 

I  am  glad  we  shared  the  experi¬ 
ence.  People  usually  write  things 
about  their  fathers  after  they  have 
lost  them,  and  the  literature  recites 
a  litany  of  regret  —  for  things  un¬ 
said,  debts  unpaid,  love  constrain¬ 
ed.  There  is  never  enough  time  in 
the  endless  cycle  of  parenthood. 

Watching  Dad  capering  around 
the  dance  floor  of  the  QE2  as  if  he 
were  a  teenager.  I  wondered  if  this 
was  the  first  stage  in  the  inevitable 
reversal  of  roles  as  children  become 
parents  and  parents  come  to  de¬ 
pend  on  them. 

Sara  Wheeler 

•  The  author  was  a  guest  of  Cunard. 


employed  buildup  contractor  he 
could  easily  have  time  off.  “Why  do 
you  want  to  take  me?"  he  had 
blurted  out  in .  delight  when  I 
surprised  him  with  the  tickets. 


make  up  for  it  Cunard  goes 
overboard,  so  to  speak,  on  the 
entertainment:  lectures,  quiz 
shows,  bingo,  films,  shops,  table- 
tennis  championships,  church  and 


Caviar  or  turtle  soup? 
I  think  I’ll  have  both 


The  QEZs  maiden  voy¬ 
age  in  1967  was 
described  by  some  Brit¬ 
ish  commentators  as  even 
mare  exerting  than  the  Apollo 
space  rocket  lift-off.  Standing 
on  the  bridge  hundreds  of 
miles  from  land,  surrounded 
by  the  unforgiving  Atlantic.  I 
could  understand  the  exagger¬ 
ation. 

Despite  running  aground  in 
1995.  and  much  publicised 
problems  with  expiating  lava¬ 
tories  on  the  1994 world  cruise, 
dae  ageing  First  Lady  of  the  sea 
retains  a  unique  aura  of 
glamour. 

The  elegant  liner  makes  the 
slow  trip  from  Southampton 
to  New  York  up  to  24  times  a 
year.  It  may  take  five  days  as 
3pposed  to  a  mere  eight  hours 
in  a  jet  But  no  view  from  an 
teroplane,  35,000ft  above  the 
vaves,  matches  the  magic  of 
hat  first  glimpse  of  the  ap- 
iroaching  Manhattan  sky  lire 
rom  the  cabin  porthole. 

Hundreds  of  passengers 
ushed  on  deck  at  6am  to 
watch  the  Statue  of  liberty. 
iUis  Island,  the  Staten  Island 
erty  and  the  United  Nations 
juDding  slip  past  in  slow 

notion.  , _ . 

Down  below,  hundreds 
nore  passengers  were  fast 
isleep  in  their  cabins.  Presura- 
ibfy  they  were  the  ones  who 
lave  made  the  trip  two  or 
hree  times  a  year  for  the  past 
D  years.  The  ship  is  addictive. 
When  I  walked  up  the 
[angway  in  Southampton  fiy® 
lays  earlier  I  had  frit  like  the 
4-year-old  boy  in  1975  who 
carded  a  plane  for  the  first 
ime  with  his  parents  vtfien 
panish  package  holidays 
ig re  a  new  phenomenon. 
However,  my 
as  nothing  compared  with 


the  breathless  reaction  of  the 
American  holidaymakers  in 
their  vast  floral  shirts,  jostling 
to  be  first  on  board  and  posing 
for  photographs  with  anyone 
who  was  wearing  a  uniform. 

I  fought,  with  limited  suc¬ 
cess.  with  the  floral  shirts, 
weighed  down  by  one  equip¬ 
ment  which  would  have  put  a 
BBC  outside  broadcast  crew  to 
shame,  for  a  bird's-eye  view  on 
deck  to  watch  land  disappear. 

A  flotilla  of  small  boats 
escorted  us  out  to  sea,  their 
whistles  blasting;  proud  to  be 
in  the  same  wake  as  Cunard *5 
finest 

inside  was  like 
to  an  era  long 
package  holidays  and 
supersonic  Sights  .The  decor  is 
more  Dickens  than  Conran. 
Thick  velvet  drapes,  deep  car¬ 
pets,  and  dozens  of  rarely  seen 
portraits  of  a  young  Queen 
Elizabeth.  Flew  pictures  re¬ 
main  of  her  daughters-in-law. 

Canard  has  attracted  a 
more  diverse  age  group  on 
board.  Shampoos  and  sets  are 
no  longer  the  most  sought- 
after  service  in  the  hairdress¬ 
ing  salon.  The  average  age  of  a 
passenger  is  below  58,  In  the 
ballroom,  competition  is  still 
intense  among  wealthy  wid¬ 
ows  for  the  favours  of  eligible 
male  dancing  partners. 

But  the  golden  oldies 
aerobics  class  remains  one  of 
the  most  popular  Organised 
activities.  There  were  lectures, 
videos,  an  enormous  library, 
magic  shows  for  the  children, 
sponge  painting  and  a  talk  on 
Ivor  Novella  Max  Bygraves, 
74,  who  topped  the  entertain¬ 
ment  biff  was  a  big  success. 
And  yes.  he  sang:  "You  need 
hands.*'  “ 

This  is  a  liner  which  exudes 
such  confidence  that,  the  in- 


house  video  boasts  a  docu¬ 
mentary  on  the  sinking  of  the 
Titanic. 

Stress  is  nan-existent.  The 
only  ordeals,  having  dressed 
for  dinner,  is  the  exhaustive 
round  of  cocktail  parties, 
which  are  a  hotbed  of  ship 
gossip.  Invitations  are  highly 
prized  for  champagne  in  Cap¬ 
tain  Ronald  Warwick's  board¬ 
room. 

The  toughest  choice  of  the 
week  is  at  the  dining  table. 
Russian  caviar  or  turtle  soup 
as  a  starter?  Here  you  can 
have  both.  There  is  something 
almost  decadent  about  dining 
under. huge  windows  over¬ 
looking  the  battleship-grey  At¬ 
lantic,  the  gloom  oily 
occasionally  iUuminaied  tty 
the  far-off  lights  of  a  pasting 
liner. 

White-coated  and  gold- 
braided  waiters  hov¬ 
er  discreetly  around 
the  dining  table.  Leather- 
bound  menus  are  perched 
between  seemingly  endless 
rows  of  silver  cutlery  and 
crystal  glass.  In  tbe  strict  caste 
system,  the  Queen’S  Grill  is  for 
the  elite.  1  was  in  the  Grill, 
second  class  by  comparison, 
but  it  still  frit  like  the  Ritz. 

Dining  can  be  hazardous. 
One  English  couple  protested 
to  their  maitre  ef  about  the 
monosyllabic  German  couple 
sitting  opposite  at  breakfast. 
They  were  too  late:  The  Ger¬ 
mans  had  launched  a  pre¬ 
emptive  strike,  _  complained 
and  changed  their  table  first. 

Meals  run  endlessly  into, 
each  other  with  afternoon  tea 
and  cakes  served  each  day. 
Cucumber  and  salmon  sand¬ 
wiches  were  popular  with- the  - 
Americans.  After  two  cocktail 
parties  and  a  sumptous  ban- 


Despite  problems  at  the  start  of  her  1994  world  cruise,  the  ageing  QE2  retains  an  aura  of  glamour  and  grandeur 


QE2  FACT  FILE 


■  Cunard  (01703  716500) 
can  arrange  flights  from 
the  UK,  three  nights  in  a 
hotel  In  New  York 
(room  only,  per  person 
sharing)  and  a  fr-night 
return  trip  on  the  QE2 
to  Southampton 
(including  all  meals  and 
on-board  entertainment 
from  £995. 

■  The  Travel  Bookshop 
(0171-2295260) 
recommends:  Gayof’s 
NY C  Restaurants  and 
Gourmet  Shops  (Gault 
Millau.  £9.  ISBN  1  88! 
06620  7).  City  Guide 
New  York  by  Vanessa 
Letts  (Cadogan,  £10.99, 
ISBN  0947754  46  6). 


quet,  a  floor  show  and  a  brief 
but  unprofitable  spell  in  the 
catino,  it  is  to  the  Chart  Room 
for  a  nightcap.  Or  maybe  to 
the  Yacht  Club,  which  appears 
to  go  on  all  night  Some  people 
are  having  a  midnight  swim. 
Others  are  ambling  cm  deck. 

Exercise  can  consist  of  a 
daily  trip  around  the  shopping 
mall,  by  taking  the  plunge  in 
me  of  three  swimming  pools, 
or  by  jogging  round  the  deck. 
The  latter  has  to  be  negotiated 
with  care.  The  ship  is  13  decks 
high  and  about  320  yards 
long. 

The  Atlantic  passed  by  in  a 
blur  of  black  tie  and  cocktail 
dresses,  and  impeccable  ser¬ 
vice  with  331b  of  caviar,  a 
thousand  bottles  of  cham¬ 
pagne  and  5001b  of  strawber¬ 
ries  all  disappearing  on  the 
voyage. 

The  first  glimpse  of  New 
York  might  have  been  excit¬ 
ing.  But  the  most  memorable 
part  of  the  trip  was  now  over. 

Andrew  Pierce 

•  The  author  travelled 
courtesy  of  Cunard . 


A  Special  Announcement 


A  LUXURY  WEEK  on  the  NILE  from  £395 


a  result  of  additional  flight  capacity  we  are 
able  to  make  aspecial  offer  for  just  five  departures 
of  seven  nights  on  board  the  5- star  MS  Diamond. 
Availability  is  restricted  to  30  sea ts  so  early  book¬ 
ing  is  essential  to  avoid  disappointment, 

A  cruise  along  the  Nile  ona  deluxe  vessel,  not  too 
large,  and  with  like-minded  travellers,  has  got  to 
beaneofthe  betterwaysof  escaping  the  uncertain 
British  weather.  This  cruising  arnmgemen  t  rep¬ 
resents  extraordinary  value  since  the  tariff  in¬ 
cludes  all  meals,  transfers,  guides  and  excur¬ 
sions.  It  you  are  looking  for  a  true  escape  with  that 
magical  combination  of  culture  and  relaxation, 
then  this  is  surely  an  opportun  in- that  should  not 
be  missed. 

THE  MS  DIAMOND 

Recently  built  the  Diamond  is  11  metres  wide  and 
71  j  metres  long  with  a  draft  of  no  more  than  90 
cms.  Modem  conveniences  include  air-condi¬ 
tioning,  a  one-sitting  spacious  restaurant  a  water 
purification  system,  laundry,  TVs  and  private 
shower  rooms  and  WC  with  each  comfortable 
cabin,  which  also  feature  tinted  picture  windows. 
For  the  energetic  there  is  a  swimming  pool  exer¬ 
cise  equipement  and  a  jacuxzi. 


Cruise  between  Luxor  and  Aswan 
on  the  5-stnr  MS  Diamond 
- 7  nights  from£395.00  - 

ITINERARY  IN  BRIEF 

Fly  from  Catwidk  to  Luxor  and  Join  the  MS  Dia¬ 
mond  for  the  7-night  cruise.  Visit  the  West  Bank, 
the  Valley'  of  the  Kings,  Luxor  Temple  and  the 
great  Temple  of  Kamak.  Sail  to  Edfu  and  Kom 
Ombo  visiting  their  temples,  and  cruise  on  to 
Aswan  with  lull  sightseeing  programme  includ¬ 


ing  the  High  Dam  and  the  Temple  of  Philae 
(optional  excursion  by  coach  toAbuSimbd£75| 

DEPARTURE  DATES  &  PRICES 

1997  Mondays  -  per  person  in  twin 
Jan  6. 13. 20.27X395  -  Feb3£395 
L*pperdeis£&5- Single  cabin  £150 

iMSodw.airtTMid.lraiuH're.Tnigjibiinitix  MSOumcirid.hill 
tnwd.  cxcwuwu.  biul  rmecnLU  Kt  Nd  bdudcA  irmnufXf. 
Iter  ie*  airport  tavlia.  lips.  KMe:  UwbwpMr  resents  Ihr 
Degrade  la  inpcrlorMUtl  if  jMeefXkryJPrias  are 
tccmrCoadiHwi* 

ef  BttdriflX.  inihblf  aa  nqurft. 

Special  Note:  a  small  number  of  places  are  also 
available  on  Christmas  and  New  Year  departures. 
Please  telephone  for  prices  and  vessel  details. 

0171-6161000 


VOYAGESJULE5  VERNE 
2 1  Dot&et  Square,  tandon NW l  6QG 

Tmvl Iiunv4»n Ltd  'iKT.Ul fill]  ATULSUR 
Internet  bttjK0www.yjf.co.nic 

lamlotfun  jnl.il  ■■rtKtrwjtiitil.i  Vm  F>irpcr»>rulc<nm.<*it 
■ulirrhounaK'ljmii.SpniKeeUak'Minh. 
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Golden  road 


to  Samarkand 


The  hotel  manager 
smiled  pruriently, 
wagged  her  finger 
and  declared:  “You 
are  not  married.”  We  were  in 
her  Office  for  die  Foreigners,  a 
bizarre  blend  of  Soviet  rococo, 
and  having  been  caught  trying 
to  check  in  now  laced  this 
moment  of  truth.  “You  need 
my  permission":  she  spoke 
with  relish.  Passports  were 
pawed,  visas  studied  and  the 
how  long,  what,  when  and 
where  of  our  stay  mulled  over 
until,  finally,  an  obliging  wel¬ 
coming  smile. 

Such  are  the  haffling  ways 
of  Tashkent,  capital  of  Uzbeki¬ 
stan.  To  visit  this  country  is  to 
peel  back  the  layers  of  an 
onion  of  perplexing  shape  and 
pungency.  Nominally  Islamic, 
steadfastly  communist  in  all 
but  name,  it  knows  with  pride 
it  is  the  soul  of  Central  Asia 
and  is  slowly  trying  to  forge  a 
new  identity.  Meanwhile,  dol¬ 
lars  will  do  nicely. 

And  hence  the  debate  over 
matrimony.  The  moral  high 
ground  of  two  singles  earns 
more  than  one  double  and  it’s 
not  only  tourist  apparatchiks 
who  are  in  the  know.  Just 


Uzbekistan, 


the  soul  of 


central  Asia, 


will  startle 


the  unwary 


outside  the  foyer  and  at  almost 
all  hours  of  the  day,  a  posse  of 
older  people  were  touting  cut- 
price  rooms  in  their  homes. 
This  nascent  capitalism  is  just 
one  strand  in  the  unravelling 
of  Central  Asia. 

In  town,  workers  at  the 
Kukeldash  Mad  rasa,  the  Is¬ 
lamic  school  welcomed  us  in  a 

courtyard  lined  with  small 
rooms.  Sprawled  on  diwans 
behind  the  main  portico,  they 
poured  us  green  tea  and  we 
regarded  one  another  with 
shameless  curiosity.  Tourists 
bong  thin  on  the  ground,  they 
wanted  news  and  views. 

A  youth  translated.  What 
did  1  think  of  Mike  Tyson? 
News  of  the  great  one's  con¬ 
version  to  Islam  had  penetra¬ 
ted  even  here.  Only  tact 


prevented  an  honest  answer. 
“We  are  not  Iran,"  said  one 
man  later,  others  nodding  in 
agreement,  "and  we  don’t 
want  to  be  like  them." 

Tashkent  is  full  of  surprises. 
There  are  Snickers.  Mars  Bars 
and  Uzbek  champagne  at  £2  a 
bottle.  Prostitutes  are  so  sleek 
and  discreet  it  would  be  harsh 
to  call  them  whores.  There  are 
trams  and  a  metro  with 
themed,  stylised  stations;  the 
roads  are  smooth,  wide  and 
shady  with  trees.  It  is  the 
oddest  bit  of  west  in  the  east. 
“Native  drums",  heard  by 
master-spy  Sir  Fitzroy 
Maclean  in  the  1930s,  which 
"throbbed  rhythmically  in  the 
warm  Eastern-smelling  dark¬ 
ness".  are  elusive. 

But  there  is  opera  —  at  the 
Alisher  Navoi  Opera  and  Bal¬ 
let  Theatre,  a  neo-classical 
Stalinist  mishmash.  At  50p  a 
ticket,  it  hosts  the  cheapest 
opera  anywhere  yet  audiences 
are  pitiful,  as  much  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  changing  mores  as  the 
number  of  Russians  returning 
to  the  motherland. 

We  headed  west  on  the 
Golden  Road  to  Samarkand. 
Its  monuments  to  empire 


Registan  Square  in  Samarkand  is  Uzbekistan's  Taj  Mahal,  a  spectacular  ensemble  of  minarets  from  the  early  1400s  to  the  raid-lTth  century 


building  and  vanity  have  left 
many  a  writer  struggling  to 
evoke  the  dazzling  patterns  of 
blue,  great,  yellow  and  tur¬ 
quoise  glaze  shimmering  on 
domes,  minarets  and  arched 
facades.  Registan  Square  is 


the  country's  Taj  Mahal  a 
spectacular  ensemble  of  mina¬ 
rets  from  the  early  1400s  to  the 
mid-17th  century  and  on  a 
drop-jaw  scale.  There  is  mos¬ 
aic  everywhere,  endless  motifs 
that  even  break  Islam’s  prohi¬ 


bition 

things.  So  far  it  has  sum 
conflict,  neglect,  scavengers 
and  earthquakes.  Rather  than 
endure  communism,  it  was 
tended  and  restored.  But  the 
rigours  of  independence  may 
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prove  to  be  another  add  test 
The  Registan  is  but  a  post¬ 
script  to  the  reign  of  mighty 
Tamerlane  who  almost  con¬ 
quered  half  the  world  arid  held 
most  of  it  in  fear.  He  made 
Samarkand  his  capital  and  his 
tomb,  retrieved  from  the 
dutches  of  collapse,  stands  in 
a  revitalised  compound.  Be¬ 
neath  its  ribbed  dome  lie  six 
cenotaphs,  a  cracked  green 
<me  to  die  man  himself. 

For  another  small  “fee",  a 
nervous  guard  took  us  down  to 
tile  crypt  to  steal  a  glimpse  at 
die  real  thing  tty  the  dim  glow 
of  bulbs.  Nat  bad  for  the  killer 
of  17  million  people. 

The  real  centre  of  infamy, 
though,  on  a  smaller  more 
ludn  scale  was  Bukhara.  Once 
called  “the  Noble”,  described 
as  “one  of  .the  dirtiest  and  most 
unhealthy  [daces  in  Asia”.  At 
our  Bukhara  hotel,  the  recep¬ 
tionist  saw  1  was  British, 
smiled  and  drawing  his  finger 
under  his  neck  said  something 
like  “Stot"  and  "Coley"  —  a 
reference.,  to  Stoddart  and 
Conofly,  the  J9tb  century  Brit¬ 
ish  Army  officers. 

At  the  height  of  the  “Great 
Game"  when  Britain  and  Rus¬ 
sia  were  jostling  for  power, 
influence  and  ultimately  the 
security  of  India.  Stoddart  had 
come  as  political  agent  Faced 
with  a  tyrannical  Emir  and  ill- 
versed  in  the  opaqueness  of 
Central  Asian  etiquette  and 
diplomacy,  he  managed  to 
offend  rather  than  befriend. 
ConoUy  the  rescuer  was 
wrongfooted  too,  and  alter 
months  in  jail  the  pair  were 
executed  in  the  square  before 
the  citadel 

We  sat  in  the  square  and 
munched  through  shashlyk, 
grilled  skewered  mutton,  and 
fresh  lepeshka,  a  flat  unleav¬ 
ened  bread  washed  down  with 
steaming  tea.  Traffic  was 
slight  and  we  wondered  where 
everyone  was.  This  odd  empti¬ 
ness.  akin  to  an  edd  Avengers 
episode,  seemed  with  few  ex¬ 
ceptions  endemic  to  Bukhara. 

Walking  to  the  city's  historic 
core,  it  was  hard  to  credit  an 
old  proverb  “as  wide  awake  as 
a  tanker  of  Bukhara”  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  years  ago  it  was  a 
wealthy,  thriving  caravan 
town  bridging  China  and  west 
Asia.  Now  1  saw  a  struggling 
market  where  from  tables 
people  peddled  Turkish  choco¬ 
lates.  detergents  and  vodka, 
the  goods  of  the  moment. 

If  Bukhara  was  a  byword 
for  the  nobility  of  Islam,  then 
remote  Khiva  was  that  of 
plktity  and  treachery.  The 
West's  first  serious  approach 
was  dispatched  by  Peter  the 
Great  in  1717.  His  envoy  and 
4,000  men  were  warmly  wel¬ 
comed,  split  up  supposedly  for 


comfort,  and  then  murdered. 
It  was  another  156  years  before 
the  last  khanate  succumbed  to 
the  grip  of  Russia. 

From  Bukhara  it’s  an  eight- 
hour  bus  trip  through  the 
Kizyl-Kum  desert.  Towns 
cursed  with  spidery  gantries 
and  cranes  loomed  out  of  the 
dusk  and  disappeared  into 
darkness;  the  lands  which 
government  forgot  Under  a 
brilliant  moon  we  crossed  the 
sheeny  River  Oxus,  that  most 
unknown  of  rivers. 

As  we  arrived,  taxis 
swarmed  around  and  a  friend¬ 
ly  mob  hemmed  us  in.  Olya,  a 
dark,  handsome  woman  won¬ 
dered  if  we  might  like  to  share 
hers.  Once  in  we  succumbed  to 
the  arms  of  hospitality  as  she 
brought  us  home  to  sister 
Sonya;  grand,  old  and  tur- 
barned.  With  hearts  of  gold 
they  feted  us  for  two  days  with 
all  the  food  Uzbek  restaurants 
have  never  known.  Resting  on 
a  carpeted,  drwan  in  tnrir 
trellised .  courtyard,  we 
watched  Sonya  knock  back  a 
vodka  and  listened  to  Olya 
explain  her  rag  trade  business 
trips  to  Delhi 


Khiva  is  something  of 
a  museum,  the  most 
intact  of  aity  Silk 
Route  oasis  city,  still 
surrounded  by  high  day  walls 
and  gates,  packed  with  mauso- 
lea,  minarets  and  one  glorious 
palace.  We  entered  through 
the  west  gate  and  a  man  1  took 
to  be  a  guide  approached. 
Sensing  my  levity,  he  an¬ 
nounced  he  was  KGB  and 
wanted  to  see  our  “papers". 
Such  an  old-fashioned  word.  I 
thought,  redolent  of  Buchan 
and  espionage  and  quite 
enough  to  ensure  our  undiv¬ 
ided  attention. 

hearing  behind  gaggles  of 
local  tourists  and  a  motley 
crewof  hawkers,  we  wandered 
through  the  near-deserted  his¬ 
toric  heart  of  Khiva.  Each 
comer  of  its  narrow  streets 
evokes  forgotten  lives,  hopes 
and  miseries.  little  of  it  is 
more  than  200  years  old  but 
ail  reeks  of  antiquity. 

At  the  Tash  Khauli  Palace 
we  saw  the  most  vintage 
morsel  of  Central  Asian  mien. 
At  a  mausoleum  dedicated  to  a 
14lh  century  poet  wrestler  and 
doctor,  a  veiled  woman  was 
paying  her  respects.  The  veil 
was  unusual  enough.  But  in 
leaving  she  retreated  feeing 
the  tomb  and  murmuring 
prayers.  Other  women  looked 
on  in  amazement  and  even 
embarrassment  Uzbekistan 
the  onion  had  been  peeled,  cut 
and  quartered.  I  was  en¬ 
thralled  but  only  a  little  wiser. 
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UZBEKISTAN  FACT  FILE 


Money  back  price  promise. 


ompetitive  rates. 


Ski  &  motor  cover  options. 


Same  rate  buy  back 


Travelling  abroad?  Make  one  of  over  18.500  post  offices  your  first  port  of  call.  You'll  find  peace  of  mind,  since  with  our  travel  insurance  policies  valid  claims 
are  settled  within  five  working  days.  Details  are  available  over  the  counter  or  the  phone  on  0E00  387  858  sever,  days  a  week.  You’ll  also  find  more  than 
25  currencies,  a  variety  in  American  Express  Travellers  Cheques,  bought  and  sold  at  only  1%  commission.  You’d  be  sil  ever  the  place  Without  us. 


Steppes  East  (01285  810267)  offers  a  terwlay  Treasures  of 

Uzbekistan  tour  from  £1,415;  Exodus  (0181-675  5550)  has  a  15- 
day  Samarkand  and  the  Silk  Road  tour  at  £1395;  and  Resent 
Holidays  (0117-421 1711)  can  arrange  personalised  itineraries 
from  about  EL200  for  two  weeks.  All  lours  include  return 
flights  from  London. 

■  Group  tourists  with  pre-booked  accommodation  are 
preferred.  Independent  travel  is  possible  but  getting  a  visa  may 
be  awkward.  The  Embassy  of  Uzbekistan  (0171-229  7679)  is  at 
421  Holland  Park.  London  Wi)2RP.The  Uzbekistan 

Office  (Q171-935 1899)  at  13  Maiyiefaone  Lane.  London  W1M 
5FE  can  also  arrange  visits. 

■  Flights  start  at  £525  return  with  Turkish  Airlines  (Condor 

P*'?’  “S*?3  Uzbekistan  Airways  (67-72 Winoore  St 

Umdon  Wl.  0171-935  4775)has  direct  flights  to  Tashkent  from 

£575.  Fares  may  increase  from  March  25  next  year. 

■JYavd  within  the  country  is  economical  and  reasonably 
tfBaenl  Hotds  asually  charge  westerners  at  least  triple  the 
local  room  rate  and  many  could  do  with  refurbishment 
m  Readmg-/The  Travel  Bookshop  (0171-229  5260)  recommends: 

Lenin  by  Tiziano  Tereani  (Picador.  £5.99.  ISBN  0  33032  962  6). 


WEEKEND  -  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21 1996 


*  MAR  GROVER 


4  3n  ennui;  ir 
rthat  perfect 


For  .15  years  the  surprisingly 
English  E&y-year-did  Onen- 
tal  Hotel  in  Bangkok  has 
been  voted  the  best  hotel  in 
the  world.  The  rich  and  famous  will 
stay  nowhere  else  and  the  hotel  has 
won  so  many  trophies  and  .awards 
that  it  has  a  spotlit  alcove  for  them 
near  its  glittering  arcade  of  exclu¬ 
sive  shops. 

But  how  can  any  one  hotel  be  the 

best  in  the  world?  I  arrived  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  sceptical,  to  find  fault 
wherever  I  could,  but  you  cannot 
fail  to  be  charmed  from  the 
moment  you  arrive.  They  could  be 
right.  This  is  the  best  hotel  in  the 
world.  By  the  fountains  in  the  lobby 
a  pretty,  pink-uniformed  Thai  girl 
welcomed  me  in  from  the  swelter¬ 
ing  heat  oHBangkokwith  a  fragrant 
jasmine  garland,  a  traditional  Thai 
salute  and  a  glorious  smile.  A 
messenger  delivered  me  to  the 
reception  desk.  A  receptionist  took 
me  without  any  delay  to  my  third- 
floor  suite.  She  even  fined  in  my 
arrival  card  far  me. 

The  split-level  suite  was  spacious 
and  airy,  with  silent  air-condition¬ 
ing,  a  crystal  chandelier,  fresh 
flowers  and  stunning  views  across 
the  busy  Chao  Phraya  river  with  its 
palms,  ferns,  sampans,  ferries  and 
river  buses.  There  were  fresh 
flowers  even  in  the  bathroom, 
along  with  a  huge  array  of  every 
toflefry  you  could  possibly,  need. 

The  butler  arrived  in  45  seconds 
with  a  glass  of  chilled  orange  juice 
decorated  with  three.purple  orchids 
and  asked  if  there  was  anything  I 
needed.  More  orchid  petals  floated 
in  the  fingerbowl  beside  the  plate  of 
fruit  and  decorated  the  soap  dishes 
in  the  bathroom. 

And  so  it  went  on:  they  seem  to 
have  thought  of  everything,  from 
the  eight  superb  restaurants  and 
the  Thai  cooking  school  to  the  gym, 
the  spa,  the  business  centre,  the 
culture  programme,  the  hotel’s  own 
river  cruiser. 

In  my  living  room  there  was  a 
hardback  history  of  the  hotel,  a  new 
magazines,  a  rack  of  postcards,  a 
golden  letter  opener,  a  printed  card 
saying  in  Thai  “ please  drive  me  to 
the  Oriental ",  and  six  sheets  of 
gold-lettered  hotel  writing  paper 
with  my  name  in  gold. 

In  the  bedroom  cupboard  there 
was  a  torch,  clothes  brush,  umbrel¬ 
la,  four  sizes  of  slipper  and  a  long- 
handled  shoe-horn  for  the  latter 
customer.  In  the  minibar  there  was 
iced  water,  and  decent-sized  bottles 
of  spirits  rather  than  miniatures. 
And  the  in-house  TV  movte  channel 
was  offering  28  films,  from  Carry 
on  Cleo  to  Murder  on  the  Orient 
Express.  Even  the  electricity  power- 
points  take  British  plugs. 

After  a  lunch  of  aimed  duck  and 
plums  I  returned  to  my  room  to 
find  a  red  rose  and  a  battle  of 
Taittinger  champagne  in  an  ice 
bucket,  with  a  handwritten  wel¬ 
come  from  the  hotel’s  German 
Buddhist  manager,  58-year-old 
Kurt  Wachtveitl.  Later,  I  crossed 


Live  like  a  king  but  still  be  walked  over 


FACT  FILE 


■  Under  the  Winter 
Interlude  programme  (until  Mar 
31, 1997)  moms  at  the  Oriental 
stan  ai  U9Q  a  night  for  one  or 

two  people.' The  price' 
indudes  breakfast,  fnritand  : 
ftowere  on  arrival,  a 
complimentary  bed  for  a  chQd 

wider  22  sharing  the  room 
whh  parents,  use  of  the  horeTs 

fitness  facilities,  and  hrte 
check-out  up  to  6pm.  For 
reservations  cal]  0800  962667. 


fronj  or  trai-eUmg  to  Singapore 
on  the  Eastern  and  Oriental 
Express  train  (from  £890  per 


to  one  free  night  at  the  Oriental 
and  one  night  at  the  Oriental 
Hotel  in  Singapore  (reservations 
On  0171-805  5100). 

■  Asiaworid  Travel  0)]gsz 
820050)  offers  six  nights  at  the 
Oriental,  including  return 
flights  and  transfers  (room  only), 
from  £1072  per  person. 


the  river  in  the  hotel  ferry  to  enjoy  a 
traditional  one-hour  Thai  massage 
for  £29  in  a  large  private  room  in 
the  Oriental's  Spa  Centre  set  in  a 
lush,  tranquil  little  garden  and 
.smelling  deliriously  of  warm  herbs. 
The  young  masseuse  was  so  skilful 
that  I  fefl  asleep  as  she  crawled  up 
and  down  my  spine  on  her  knees. 
Afterwards  I  felt  about  20  years  old. 

The  £9  afternoon  tea  in  the  airy, 
ferny  Authors’  Lounge  —  with 
muffins,  scones,  Devonshire  dotted 
cream,  fruit  cake  and  black-tie 
musicians  playing  the  flute  and 
guitar  —  could  have  been  served  at 
the  London  Ritz.  and  during  early 
evening  sundowners  in  the  vast, 
elegant  lobby  the  Oriental  string 
quartet  was  playing  Greensteeves. 
When  I  returned  to  my  room  there 
was  a  plate  of  savoury  spring  rolls 
—  garnished  with  a  purple  orchid, 
to  go  with  the  champagne. 


Dinner  that  night  —  Japa¬ 
nese  sushi  in  the  Lord 
Jim  restaurant  as  the 
pianist  played  As  Time 
Coes  By—  was  beautifully  present¬ 
ed  and  delirious,  even  the  studded 
octopus  tentacles,  even  though  I 
had  never  tried  raw  fish  before. 

Afterwards  the  cooL  flower- 
decked  riverside  terrace  was  a  joy 
after  the  heat  of  the  day.  and 
Henrietta  Robinson,  the  American 
jazz  singer  who  kept  us  up  until 
lam  in  the  Bamboo  Bar.  was 
magnificent 

When  l  finally  crawled  into  bed  I 
found,  carefully  laid  out  beside  the 
bed;  a  linen  napkin  and  hotel 
slippers.  It  was  L30am  and  I  did 
not  know  how  to  switch  off  the  light 
in  the  cupboard,  but  when  \  rang 
reception  a  smiling  member  of  staff 
arrived  in  moments. 

In  fact,  every  member  of  staff 
was  always  gracious  and  smiling. 
Even  a  cleaning  woman  in  an 


The  Somerset  Maugham  suite  at  the  Oriental  hotel  has  twin  four-posters.  Among  the  other  suites  named  after  authors  is  a  pink  one  in  honour  of  Barbara  Cartland 


afternoon  corridor  said  she  hoped  1 
was  having  a  nice  day.  And 
everywhere  so  many  waiters  were 
standing  around  that  I  know  at  last 
why  they  are  called  waiters. 

Not  everything  would  be  to 
everyone’s  taste.  I  could  have  done 
without  the  nightly  leaf-wrapped 
flower  left  on  my  pillow  with 
quotations  like  this:  “Golden  slum¬ 
bers  kiss  your  eyes,  smiles  awake 
you  when  you  rise." 

I  could  also  have  done  without 
the  discovery  that  the  Reading 
Room  is  named  after  Jeffrey  Archer 
and  that  among  all  the  plush  four- 
poster.  £522-a-night  suites  named 
after  writers  who  nave  stayed  in  the 
hotel  —  Conrad,  Maugham.  Cow¬ 
ard.  Greene,  Wilbur  Smith  —  there 


is  one  in  pink  called  the  Barbara 
Cartland  Suite. 

Two  Australian  women  guests 
also  complained  to  me  that  they 
were  unable  to  get  an  iron  and 
board  to  press  their  clothes,  which 
they  preferred  to  do  themselves. 
When  I  asked  the  manager  about  it 
he  said:  "If  you  have  to  think  about 
spending  three  dollars  to  have  a 
blouse  pressed,  you  shouldn’t  be 
staying  at  the  Oriental." 

The  only  big  flaw  I  could  find  in 
the  hotel  was  my  cramped  5ft- 
square  bathroom.  I  could  not 
stretch  my  legs  in  the  bath,  let  alone 
lie  down,  and  the  shower  head  was 
so  low  that  I  had  to  bend  down  to 
wash  my  hair,  the  shower  tended  to 
rum  suddenly  hot  or  cold  and  die 


curtain  was  so  inadequate  that  the 
floor  was  flooded  each  time.  And  I 
could  hear  my  neighbour  whenever 
he  ran  a  tap  or  flushed  the  lavatoiy, 
“We  are  replacing  all  those  bath¬ 
rooms  next  year,"  Wachtveitl  prom¬ 
ised.  In  the  end,  however,  the 
pluses  far  outweigh  the  rare 
minuses.  This  hotel  is  all  they  say  it 
is.  The  secret  lies  in  the  utter 
dedication  of  Mr  Wachtveitl,  who 
has  been  manager  for  29  years,  and 
his  1.300  staff  —  and  his  constant 
Buddhist  search  for  perfection.  “1 
am  married  to  a  Thai,"  he  says, 
“but  my  mistress  is  the  hotel". 

And  his  philosophy  is  deva stat¬ 
in  gly  simple:  Always  give  the 
customers  just  a  little  more  than 
they  expect.  “The  Oriental  is  the 


modem  answer  to  the  1920s  Grand 
Hotel.”  says  Wachtveitl.  T  cant 
think  of  any  other  hotel  where  you 
can  do  everything  under  one  roof. 
Thailand  is  noisy,  organised  chaos 
and  this  beautiful,  charming,  ro¬ 
mantic  hotel  is  a  real  oasis.  The 
Oriental  has  a  soul.  “Thai  culture 
lends  itself  to  hospitality.  They  have 
a  rich  spirituality.  They  welcome 
you  into  the  hotel  as  they  would 
into  their  own  house.  No  other 
hotel  has  that  And  we  are  very 
dose  to  the  staff:  two-thirds  of  them 
have  been  here  for  more  than  20 
years.  They  feel  like  a  family.  We 
have  staff  days,  sports  days,  and 
send  them  all  off  now  and  then  to  a 
jungle  monastery  retreat  where 
they  sleep  on  the  ground  and  eat 


Such  an  engaging  journey 


For  two  years  Andreas 
Schwengeler,  a  Swiss 
railwayman,  scrimped 
and  saved,  denied  himself  any 
unnecessary  expenditure  and 
refused  to  buy  a  car.  This  was 
so  that  tme  day  he  could  take 
his  Spanish  girlfriend  Beatriz 
Gonzalez  on  the  world’s  most 
romantic  train  journey,  the 
three-day,  two-night,  1,207- 
mile  trip  on  the  Eastern  & 
Oriental  Express  from  Singa¬ 
pore  to  Bangkok. 

Mr  Schwengeler  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  propose  to  Miss 
Gonzalez,  a  Zurich  bank  derk. 
in  die  most  romantic  place  he 
could  imagine.  And  what 
could  be  a  more  romantic 
place  for  a  railwayman  than 
the  most  exotic  fine  in  the 
world  on  a  train  that  was 
inspired  by  the  1932  Marlene 
Dietrich  film,  Shanghai 
Express? 

In  June  1996  they  finally 
made  the  trip  and  Mr 

Schwengeler  asked  Chris¬ 
topher  Byatt,  the  train’s  Eng¬ 
lish  manager,  where  would  be 
the  best  place  for  him  to 
propose. 

“I  pul  champagne,  two 
glasses  and  a  bouquet  of 
flowers  in  the  library,  and  a 
garland  of  jasmine  and  roses 
on  the  Buddha.  A  small  prayer 
was  made  to  the  Buddha," 
says  Mr  ByatL 
Then  I  asked  a  steward  to 
tell  the  couple  that  1  wished  to 
see  them  both  in  the  library 
immediately.  Schwengeler 
knew  that  was  the  code." 

The  stratagem  worked.  At 
2.30pm  -  as  Mr  Byart  en¬ 
sured  the  couple  were  not 


•/  'i.  '  dta* 


S,  .4-;  •  "  •>  v'  p; 


Celebration:  Beatriz  Gonzalez  and  Andreas  Schwengeler 


2  NIGHTS  -  FROM 
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disturbed  after  their  lunch  of 
curry  soup,  sea  bream,  lemon 
mousse  and  white  wine  in  the 
Singapura  dining  car  —  Mr 
Schwengeler  popped  the  ques¬ 
tion  beneath  the  little  Buddha 
statue  as  the  train  approached 
■  the  border  of  Thailand. 

And  Miss  Gonzalez,  of 
course,  said  yes. 

It  is  a  romantic  story  utterly 
typical  of  the  E&O  Express, 
surety  the  most  stylish  train 
-running  anywhere  in  the 
world.  “WCN-e  travelled  twice 
on  the  Orient  Express  in 
Europe,  too."  Mr  Schwengeler 
told  me  later,  "but  the  Orient 
Express  was  never  as  beauti¬ 
ful  as  this." 

He  is  right  With  its  art  deco 
fittings,  its  Thai  dancing  girl, 
its  Chinese  -pianist  the  starlit 
open-air  veranda  observation 
car,  the.  tasselied  tangerine 
lampshades  in  fee  dining  car 
and  wood-panelled  library, 
the  E&O  is  as  elegant  as  a 
1930s  film  set  Boarding  the 
Express  just  before- midnight 
at  Kuala  Lumpurt  old  Moor¬ 
ish  railway  station,  sipping 
champagne  in  the  saloon  car 
and  listening  to  the  black-tied 
pianist  felt  like  being  trans¬ 
ported  back  in  tune. 

■  Nothing  seems  too '  much 


trouble  for  Mr  Byatt.  who  now 
lives  in  Bangkok,  or  for  the 
other  young  Englishman  who 
masterminds  each  journey  of 
the  E&O  Express,  Kevin  Cape, 
the  train’s  axfoiey  executive 
chef.  He  once  worked  at  the 
Connaught  Hotel  in  London 
and  then  ran  an  hotel/ restaur¬ 
ant  in  the  Lake  District,  but  he 
now  lives  in  Singapore  and  for 
three. yean  has  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  train’s  superb 
meals.  • 

Like  Mr  Byatt,  Mr  Cape 
seems  unfazed  by  crises 
and  challenges.  “On  one 
trip,"  he  says,  “the  Thai  Royal 
Family  cancelled  its  booking 
but  then  at  the  last  minute,  just 
as  we  were  about  to  leave 
Bangkok,  one  of  the  staff  came 
running  along  the  platform 
saying  ‘they’re  coming,  they're 
aiming  —  the  Thai  Royal 
Family’.  And  they  were.  We- 
fed  them  but  there  wasn't  a  lot 
of  choice. 

“We’ve  had  crises  on  board, 
as  well.  The  freezer  broke 
down  once  and  I  had  to  phone 
ahead  to  get  the  sorbets  in' dry 
ire.  And  we’ve  had  to  wash.the 
plates  in  Perrier  -because 
someone  forgot  to  fill  the  train 
with  tap  water.  But  I  like 


crises.  If  you’re  quid:  with 
decisions  you  can  change  any¬ 
thing  around.  Just  don’t 
panic." 

Cooking  gourmet  food 
aboard  a  train  as  it  clackety- 
clacks  past  the  palm  trees, 
paddy  fields  and  water  buffalo 
of  the  South-East  Asian  jungle 
is  very  different  from  doing  ir 
in  England. 

“You  have  to  import  all  of 
it"  Mr  Cape  says.  “Cheese 
from  France,  beef  from  the 
US.  salmon  from  Scotland. 
And  the  logistics  of  carrying  it 
all  on  the  train  are  difficult 
Pve  pot  no  ice  cream  on  board, 
for  instance,  but  if  you  said 
you  wanted  some  for  dinner 
tonight  I  could  get  it  in  about 
four  hours. 

“It*  a  tough  life.  Cooking  on 
the  train  is  cramped  and  the 
two  kitchens  are  very  small. 
Because  of  the  restricted  space 
you  have  to  consider  how 
much  chopping  and  cutting  a 
dish  might  take,  and  you  have 
to  contend  with  the  movement 
of  the  train.  The  Malay  chefs 
have  to  be  taught  to  get  a  pot 
only  half-full.  You  have  to 
ieam  little  tricks  like  that 

“But  T  love  this  job.  The 
train’s  a  beautiful  product  —  a 
fantastic,  classy,  English  prod¬ 
uct  —  and  1  have  much  more 
independence  than  r  would 
have  in  an  hotel.  I  could  never 
go  back  to  work  in  England. 
I’m  too  Asian  now.  I  love  Asia 
and  the  people— they’re  not  so 
intense  about  the  rat-race  — 
and  I  have  a  Filipma  girlfriend 
in  Singapore. 

“I  do  miss  London  and  I 
used  to  enjjqy  dining  out  there 
at  places  like  the  Connaught, 
which  is  my  all-time  favourite. 
But  the  last  time  I  went  bade  I 
couldn’t  believe  how  miser¬ 
able  everyone  looked.  It’s  like 
everything’s  become  totally 
stagnant” 

Mr  Cape  specialises  in 
French  food  with  a  slight 
Asian  flavour.  “We  don’t  serve 
Asian  food  as  such  because  of 
the  small  size  of  the  tables,  and 
anyway  a  lot  of  people  don’t 
understand  Asian  food.  We  tty 
to  blend  things.  We  do  sushi 


Train  passengers  bargain  with  traders  at  a  typical  country  station  in  Thailand 


roots  and  ants.  When  they  come 
back  they’re  great  friends.  It's  team 
work.  We  also  listen  carefully  to 
our  guests:  if  a  suggestion  conies  up 
20  times,  then  we  do  it."  With  its 
flowers,  running  water  and  music 
everywhere,  the  Oriental  has  the 
most  wonderfully  relaxed,  old- 
fashioned  blend  of  Thai  and  Eng¬ 
lish  serenity,  a  sense  of  style, 
elegance,  fragrance  and  harmony 
with  all  the  six  senses. 

And  as  Graham  Greene  wrote  in 
a  letter  which  is  framed  in  the 
green-silk  suite  named  after  him: 
“It  remains  a  hotel  where  almost 
anything  may  happen  and  one  may 
meet  almost  anybody  from  a  mere 
author  to  an  international  crook  on 
his  way  elsewhere." 
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Answers  from  page  19 


VOLVOX 

(a)  A  genus  of  fresh-water 
organisms  haring  a  spherical 
form  and  provided  with  cilia 
which  enable  them  to  roll  over 
in  the  water.  From  the  Latin 
volvere  to  roll.  “In  one  of  my 
specimens  1  found  a  small 
volvox  apparently  uninjured." 


WENTLETRAP 
(c)  A  marine  shell  of  the  genus 
Seal aria  or  the  family 
Scalariidae.  An  adaptation  of 
the  Dutch  word  for  a  winding 
stair  or  a  spiral  shell.  “A 
Wentletrap  which  fetched  40 
guineas  in  1701  (Rumphius) 
was  worth  only  20  guineas  in 
1753,  and  now  may  be  had  for 
5  shillings." 


ZANDER 

(b)  A  common  European  spe¬ 
cies  of  pike-perch, 
Stizostedion  ludoperca.  val¬ 
ued  as  a  food  fish.  In  modem 
Latin  sandra.  The  German 
zander,  pike-perch,  one  of  the 
best-flavoured  of  the  family." 


VAMPLET 

(c)  A  gaiter,  usually  in  tile 
plural,  from  vamp  the  Nor¬ 
man  French  for  that  part  of 
hose  or  stockings  which  covers 
the  foot  and  ankle.  “Instead  of 
white  stockings,  he  displayed 
gold-buttoned  vamplefs  of  or¬ 
ange  velvet"  Who  he,  the  old 
dandy?  Malvolio? 


for  our  Japanese  passengers 
and  sushi .with  smoked  fish  for 
Westerners.  Europeans  like 
Iamb  but  Asians  don’t:  they 
think  it’s  slightly  sour,  so  we 
poach  it  rather  titan  roast  it" 
“I’ve  had  the  most  absurd 
questions,  like  ‘where’s  the 
swimming  pool?*."  says  Mr 
Byatt.  “I  wanted  to  say  ‘on  the 
second  Dow,  sir'.  Bui  we  can 
handle  almost  any  crisis  and 
I’m  a  train  man  at  heart 
“On  rate  journey  we  were 
running  three  hours  late  and  it 
looked  as  if  two  couples  —  and 
their  21  pieces  of  Louis  Vuitton 
luggage  —  were  going  to  miss 
their  flights  from  Kuala  Lum¬ 
pur  to  Sydney,  California  and 


London,  but  1  managed  to 
change  all  the  flight  tickets 
from  the  train  by  using  my 
mobile  telephone." 

However,  his  happiest  pas¬ 
sengers  of  all  time  have  proba¬ 
bly  been  Mr  Schwengeler  and 
his  future  bride,  “When  I  get 
back  to  Zurich  I'm  going  to 
have  zero  in  my  bonk  ac¬ 
count,”  Mr  Schwengeler  said 
with  a  delighted  grin,  “but 
well  remember  this  journey 
all  our  lives." 

•  Graham  Lord  was  a  guest 
of  the  Eastern  &  Oriental  Express. 
the  Oriental  Hotel  in 
Bangkok.  Malaysia  Airlines  and 
the  Regent  Hotel  in  Kuala 
Lumpur. 


The 

)RFU 

Experience 


i^alos  Orisate* 


discover  The 

-Best  Jide  Of  (jorfu  W  -penence 

Rizos  Hotels  unbeatable  Watt  Coast  bartons 

YcfeamPdote . .Thomson  Summer  5un 

Agios  Gor&k . . . Thomson  Summer  Sun 

Corfu  Ptea . Skyfoure 

Write  or  call  us  now  for  our  free  brochure  and  find  out  more  about 
“TTielslffltd  of  Alyth  &  legend"  pmh  , 

Tel/Fox:  01245  257666 


BOOK  NOW 
THROUGH  YOUR 
ABTA  TRAVEL 
AGENT 


WWk  com,  I  rue. 

The  Corfu  Advice  Centre  P.O.  Box  3401 ,  Chelmsford,  Essex  CM2  8GA 


1  16  ■  travel 


WEEKEND  ‘  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  2)  1996 


Fiji:  Where  champagne  Crusoes  find  cocktail  bars  and  four-poster  beds;  plus,  into  the  hills  for  local  liquor 


Fijian  culture  is  the  best  preserved  in  the  South  Pacific 


Stunning  grog 
with  a  rural 
scene  to  match 


I  get  bored  on  beaches,  even 
ones  as  perfecr  as  Fiji's: 
white  sand,  coconut 
palms,  sunbathing, .  snorkel¬ 
ling,  and  so  on.  All  very  nice, 
but  ltd  been  in  Fiji  for  a  week 
and  hadn't  spoken  to  one 
Fijian,  beyond  a  few  pleasant¬ 
ries  to  staff  at  die  resort  I 
wanted  to  see  the  other  side  of 
the  country,  if  there  was  one, 
away  from  die  resorts. 

After  a  browse  through  my 
Lonely  Planet  guidebook  I 
derided  cm  the  village  of 
Navala,  in  the  hills  of  Viti 
Levu,  Fiji’s  main  island- 
in  fact.  there  are  three  FSjis. 
The  tourist  beaches  are  one. 
The  second  is  the  traditional 
Fijian  villages,  but  to  reach 
them  I  had  to  go  through  a 
third  Hji:  small,  bustling 
coastal  towns  full  of  the-Indian- 


migrants  who  constitute  half, 
the  nation's  population. 

The  town  where  I  changed 
buses,  Ba.  might  have  been  in. 
India:  shops  s riling  aromatic 
spices,  Indian  sweet  stalls,, 
women  in  saris,  curry  bouses, 
signs  in  Hindi  and  Urdu. 

Leaving  Ba,  the  old  British 
Leyland  bus  roared  off  in  a 
doud  of  dust  and  exhaust 
fumes.  It  struggled  up  steep 
inclines,  tilting  at  angles  drat 
only  Third  World  buses  can 
manage.  The  sugar  planta¬ 
tions  of  the  hot  coastal  plains 
gave  way  to  rugged  hills,  diffs 
of  blade  volcanic  rock  jutting 
out  of  dry  yellow  grass.  And 
then,  in  a  valley  over  a  last  hill, 
there  was  Navala: 

The  village,  on  a  grassy, 
sloping  riyerbank,  is  one  of  the 
few  in  Fiji  stiil  built  entirely  of 
bares  ^pronounced  boo-rays). 
About  60  of  these- thatdied- 
roof  homes  stood  in  neat  rows, 
surrounded  by  flowers,  coco¬ 
nut  palms  and  vegetable 
patches.  Children  ran  between 
them;  some  youths  played 
touch  rugby,  and  men  carry¬ 
ing  machetes  returned  from 
the  sugar  fields.  In  the  sur¬ 
rounding  hills,  fires  burned  as 
part  of  a  wiki  boar  hunt  It 
looked  beautiful,  a  perfect  Ihde- 
sfelf-conlained  world. 

It  reminded  me  of  an  Afri¬ 
can  village,  though  any  like¬ 
ness  of  the  dark-skinned 
Fijians  to  Africans  is  mislead¬ 
ing:  Fijians  are  Melanesians 
who  migrated  from  South- 
East  Asia,  not  Africa.  - 

Then  I  was  shown  into 
the  hone  of  the  village 
chief.  It  was  one  large 
room,  the  floor  covered  in 
palm  mats;  empty  except  for 
two  beds  and  a  wardrobe.  On 
the  wall  were  family  photo¬ 
graphs.  and  those  of  the  Fijian 
prime  minister  and  the  Pope. 

The  chief  was  a  round- 
bellied,  greying  man,  in  jeans 
and  sweatshirt  He  invited  me 
to  drink  some  grog,  or 
yaquana,  .  made  from  a 
ground-root  plant  called  kava. 

It  is  the.  traditional  Fijian 
brew,  drunk  mainly  by  men.  It 
is  slightly  narcotic  and  numb¬ 
ing.  Id  heard  that  too  much 
could  cause  you  in  lose  all 
muscular  control.  I  was  a  little 
disappointed  to  find  that  we 
were  still  perfectly  co¬ 
ordinated  when  dinner  arri¬ 
ved  —  a  tasty  stew  of  wild  pig, 
fresh  from  the  hunt 
I  spent  the  night  on  a 
mattress  on  the  floor,  sharing 
the  room  with  the  chiefs  son, 
John,  his  wife  and  their  child. 

Next  morning,  everyone 
went  ro  church,  “cos  we  Catho¬ 
lics,  see".  Having  heard  that 
visitors  are  often  asked  to 
deliver  a  sermon,  I  explored 
the  village,  instead,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  inevitable, entou¬ 
rage  of  skipping  and  giggling 


children.  A  woman  invited  me 
into  a  buie  to  meet  “the  village 
netball  team”  —  and  the 
conversation  quickly  readied 
a  familiar  stage. 

“You  married?" 

“No." 

“Oh.  {A  pause)  “Single?" 

“I  have  a  girlfriend.” 

In  Third  World  villages, 
people  tend  to  work  on  the 
principle  that  any  single  (west¬ 
ern)  gentle  man,  presumably 
in  possession  of  a  fortune, 
must  necessarily  be  in  need  of 
a  wife.  For  anyone  travelling 
alone,  a:  girlfriend  (or  boy¬ 
friend)  is  necessary  fiction  if 
you  dont  have  the  real  thing 
handy. 

-For  once,  Fiji  is  a  place 
where  the  colonial  legacy 
“seems  positive,  Christianity 
ending  years. of  rampant  can¬ 
nibalism.-  The  British  never 
invaded  but  were  invited,  in 
the  mid-19th  century,  to  take 
over  the  islands  by  the  fear¬ 
some  Chief  Cakabu  —  said  to 
have  personally  killed  and 
eaten  80  men — to  stop  bloody 
inter-tribal  warfare.  The  Brit¬ 
ish,  not  surprisingly,  initially 
turned  down  tire  offer. 

Sir. Arthur  Gordon,  the 
firist  governor,  decreed 
that  no  land  could  be 
sold  to  a  nori-Fijian,  and  no 
native  labour  could  be  used  on 
the,  new  sugar  plantations.  He 
also  left  tiie  traditional  village 
chief  system  in  place  and;  as  a 
result,  Fijian  culture  is  the 
best-preserved  in  the  South 


The  other  side  of  the  British 
derision  not  to  exploit  native 
labour  was  the  importation  of 
workers  from  India.  Someone 
bad  to  keep  the  sugar  mills 
supplied  and  Sir  Arthur 
wasn’t  about  to  do  the  work 
himself  Denied  access  to  land, 
the  Indians  in  Fiji  developed 
an  industrious  business  ethic 
and  now  run  the  economy. 

Two  more  contrasting  cul¬ 
tures  are  hard  to  imagine.  The 
Indians,  living  in  small  towns 
on  the  coast,  are  hard-work¬ 
ing,  eager  to  make  money  and 
keen  for  progress.  The  Fijians 
are  relaxed  and  conservative 
and  sit  around  for  hours, 
drinking  grog.  . 

'Hie  British  also  installed  an 
abiding  affection  for  two  of 
their  favourite  upper-class  in¬ 
stitutions:  the  Royal  Family 
and  rugby  union,  both  almost 
obsessions  in  Fiji. 

The  most  common  ques¬ 
tions  I  was  asked  —  alter 
“Where  you  from?"  and  “You 
married?"  -  were,  “You  play 
rugby?"  and  “How  is  Princess 
Dir 

Next  morning  l  caught  the 
bus  down  the  pot-holed  road 
to  the  Indian  supermarkets 
.and  sari  shops  of  Ba,  and  from 
there  I  travelled  back  to  my 
beach  paradise. 

In  two  days  I’d  learnt  just  a 
little  about  F^i.  but  it  was 
mare  than  I  would  have  in  a 
month  at  the  beach. 

Mark  Mann 
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Bula,  bula.  One  hears 
the  phrase  every¬ 
where  in  Fiji;  jt 
means  “health"  but  it 
cunveys  so  much  more.  On 
Fijian  lips  it  means  hello, 
welcome,  cheers,  hope  you  are 
enjoying  your  stay.  Have  a 
nice  day.  hut  with  feeling. 

There  are  more  than  300 
islands  in  Fiji  but  before  they 
tell  you  about  the  climate.,  the 
water  spans  and  the  luxurious 
resorts,  most  visitors  will  re¬ 
call  the  people  —  the  friendli¬ 
est  on  earth  and  for  whom 
smiling  is  a  way  of  fife.  Many 
Fijians  remain  untouched  by 
“western"  civilisation,  never 
having  ventured  further  than 
the  next  island,  and  all  over 
this  coral-fringed  paradise  the 
people  are  generous  and 
hospitable. 

Yet  that  is  the  only  thing  the 
Fijian  islands  have  in  com¬ 
mon.  Each  has  its  own  atmo¬ 
sphere  and  there  is  a  vast 
range  of  attractions  to  suit 
every  taste  and  almost  every 
pocket  from  hostels  for  Aus¬ 
tralian  backpackers  to  exclu¬ 
sive  private  islands. 

Our  party  visited  three  re¬ 
sorts  banded  together  under 
the  banner  Five  Star  Fiji.  We 
flew  first  by  six-sea  ter  plane  to 
the  Wakaya  Club,  an  hour's 
flight  to  the  west  of  Viti  Levu, 
the  main  island.  The  flight 
offered  enticing  views  of  the 
coral  reef,  lush  vegetation  and 
fine,  secluded  beaches  before 
touching  down  on  an  emerald 
green  airstrip  that  suddenly 
appeared  from  nowhere  in  the 
depth  of  the  forest 
The  resort  owns  the  entire 
island,  but  accommodation  is 
restricted  to.  eight  couples, 
each  allocated  a  magnificent 
burs,  a  bungalow  on  tradition¬ 
al  lines  with  a  thatched  roof. 
They  are  splendidly  decorated 
with  Fijian  arts  and  crafts  and 
come  with  every  luxury,  in¬ 
cluding  a  cocktail  bar  and 
four-poster  bed.  The  sea  is  50 
yards  away  and  the  cham¬ 
pagne  is  always  on  ice. 

Attractions  indude  a  flatter¬ 
ingly  easy  nine-hole  golf 
course  (it  meanders  through  a 
coconut  grove  and  nuts  falling 
from  above  are  the  main 
hazard),  tennis  and  water 
sports  of  every  description, 
from  scuba-diving  to  wind¬ 
surfing.  The  less  energetic  can 
simply  enjoy  the  underwater 
wonderland  with  a  trip  in  a 
glass-bottomed  boaL 
Picnic  lunches  on  a  private 
beach  are  a  special  treat.  Staff 
drop  holidaying  couples  at 
Ham  with  a  vast  ice  box 
packed  with  fresh  lobster  and 
crab  and  bottles  of  TaMnger. 
Until  the  agreed  afternoon 
pick-up  total  privacy  is  guar¬ 
anteed.  Hammocks  hang  in¬ 
vitingly  from  the  trees  and  few 
can  resist  shedding  all  cloth¬ 
ing  for  a  romantic  walk  along 
the  beach.  It  is  like  being  a 
dub-dass  castaway,  a  cham¬ 
pagne  Crusoe. 

Dinner  is  heralded 
by  the  muffled 
beats  of  lali  drums 
and  is  served  in  a 
huge  bOft-high  pavilion  built 
in  traditional  style.  Four  chefs 
provide  sumptuous  feasts  and 
each  night  offers  something 
special.  One  evening,  all  the 
Tood  was  cooked  on  hot  coals 
buried  in  the  sand:  on  another, 
supper  was  preceded  by  a 
magnificent  display  of  Fijian 
dance  and  song. 

Drinks  are  inclusive  but, 
strangely,  by  10pm  the  bar  is 
deserted.  Rob  Miller.  Wak¬ 
aya ’s  manager  said:  “The 
bures  are  so  luxurious  that 
most  couples  want  to  go  back 
to  their  rooms  pretty  early.  We 
keep  the  bar  open  as  long  as 
anyone  wants  and  we  get  the 
odd  Australian  who  likes  to  sit 
drinking  until  3am." 

At  Wakaya.  we  came  across 
the  kava  drinking  ceremony. 
The  lacai  chief  arrived  for  the 
launch  of  a  traditional  Fijian 
boat  which  the  staff  had  spent 
two  years  building.  Before  it 
could  be  roiled  down  the  beach 
and  into  the  waves,  all  had  to 
sit  cross-legged  while  bowls  of 
kava.  replenished  from  a  huge 


The  island  of  Viti  Levu  is  privately  owned  and  accommodation  is  restricted  to  eight  couples  who  stay  in  thatched  bungalows,  50  yards  from  the  sea 


wooden  vessel,  were  passed 
around.  There  is  one  clap 
before  drinking  down  in  one. 
and  three  daps  thereafter.  The 
drink  is  made  from  yaquana. 
the  root  of  the  pepper  tree,  and 
is  not  alcoholic  but  deeply 
narcotic. 

Turtle  Island,  on  the  Blue 
Lagoon  and  first  sighted  by 
Captain  Cook  in  1774.  is  very 
different.  We  arrived  after  a 
30-minute  flight  on  a  small 
sea-plane  and  waded  through 
the  water  to  be  greeted  by  20 
singers  in  garlands  and  tradi¬ 
tional  costume.  This  set  the 
tone,  as  everything  on  Turtle 
Island  is  conducted  on  a 
communal  basis. 

The  burns  are  again  luxuri¬ 
ous.  and  instead  of  drums 
summoning  one  to  dinner,  die 
singers  make  a  torchlight  pro¬ 
cession  of  invitation. 

Honeymoons  and  wed¬ 
dings.  conducted  in  delightful 
Fijian  style,  with  local  singers 
and  costumes,  are  a  speciality. 
We  were  privileged  to  attend 
the  nuptials  of  Marty  and 
Linda,  a  young  Californian 
couple.  Although  no  one  other 
than  the  bride  and  groom  had 
known  each  other  for  more 
than  a  few  days,  all  14  couples 
staying  on  die  island  were 
made  to  feel  like  guests  of 
honour.  Needless  to  say,  the 
wedding  ends  with  a  kava 
ceremony. 

The  500-acre  island,  the 
result  of  a  volcanic  eruption,  is 
owned  by  Richard  Evanson,  a 


FIJI  FACT  RLE 


■  Getting  there:  Quantas  (0345  747767)  flies 
to  Fiji  from  London  via  Sydney  (or  Los 
Angeles)  from  EU65.  The  flight  from 
Sydney  to  Fiji  has  to  be  booked  two  weeks 
in  advance  fold  not  more  than  ten  weeks 
can  be  spent  in  Fiji.  Resorts  arrange 
onward  LraveL  Visas  axe  not  required. 

■  When  to  go:  the  rainy  season  is  between 
November  and  ApriL  The  climate  is 
tropical  and  rain  is  possible  outside  these 
times.  Average  maximum  temperatures  are 
28C  between  May  and  October  and  30C  in 
the  rainy  season. 

■  Accommodation  at  Five-Star  Fiji:  prices 
include  afl  meals,  drinks  and  activities 
(rates  are  subject  to  10  per  cent  Fijian  tax). 
Reservations  and  further  information  from  . 
Travel  Portfolio  (01284  762255).  Wakaya 
Club  (minimum  five-night  stay)  from  £643 
per  couple  per  day:  flight  transfer  £515 
return  per  couple  Turtle  Island  (minimum 


six-night  stay):  from  £630  per  couple  per 
day:  seaplane  transfer  costs  £440  return  for 
two.  Vatulele  Island  (minimum  four-night 
stay):  from  £548  for  two  a  day;  flight 
transfer  costs  £301  fore  two  return. 

■  Health:  Fiji  does  not  suffer  from  tropical 
diseases  and  innoculation  is  not  required. 
The  water  is  safe  to  drink  everywhere. 

■  There  is  a  departure  tax  of  20  Fijian 
dollars.  Keep  some  cash  because  cheques 
and  credit  cards  are  not  accepted  here. 

■  Reading:  The  Travel  Bookshop  (0171-229 
5260)  recommends:  In  Search  ofTusitala 
by  Gavin  Bell  (Picador,  £6.99.  ISBN  0  330 
34245  Tf.  Pacific  Mythology  by  Jan 
Knappert  (Diamond  Books.  £8.99,  ISBN  0 
261 66655  Xk  Happy  Isles  of  Oceania  by 
Paul  Theroux  (Penguin,  £6.99,  ISBN  0 140 
13976  2k  South  Pacific  Handbook  by  David 
Stanley  (Moon  Publications.  £14.99.  ISBN 
1566910404). 


visionary  and  former  aviator 
who  found  his  personal  fulfil¬ 
ment  in  the  Pacific.  The  resort, 
in  his  absence,  is  managed  by 
Joe  Naisali,  a  huge  and  friend¬ 
ly  Fijian  Tram  a  neighbouring 
island,  who  appeared  in  the 
Brooke  Shields  film  The  Blue 
Lagoon,  which  was  shot  on 
location  cm  Turtle  Island. 

Much  of  Turtle  Island  re¬ 
mains  under  mangrove 
swamp  cr  dense  forest  and  Mr 
Evanson  has  done  much  to 
restore  the  original  eco-system 
after  it  had  been  ravaged  by 
free-range  goats. 

Memories  never  to  be  for¬ 
gotten  indude  riding  horses 
along  die  beach  at  sunrise 
before  a  champagne  breakfast 
and  watdiing  the  release  of  the 
turtles.  The  resort  offers  cash 
for  ail  turtles  caught  and  then 
marks  the  shells.  This  renders 
them  valueless  to  poachers 
and  souvenir  hunters  and  is 
harmless  to  the  turtles.  The 
waddle  down  the  beach  once 
they  are  released  is  followed 
by  a  spectacular  break  for 


freedom  as  they  hit  the  water 
at  torpedo-like  speed. 

The  staff  enjoy  socialising 
with  the  guests  and,  late  at 
night,  wfl]  keep  an  especially 
warm  welcome  for  any  visitor 
who  joins  tiie  singing  and 
strumming  of  two  magnificent 
guitars  left  to  the  staff  by  an 
appreciative  Eddie  van  Halen, 
the  American  rock  musician 
while,  again,  the  kava  bowl  is 
generously  circulated. 


ost  of  the  laie- 
night  conversa¬ 
tion  consists  of 
anecdotes  of 
drinking  contests  with  rival 
villages  and  tales  of  falling 
down  when  the  kava  bowl  is 
empty.  It  is  rank  bad  manners 
for  anyone  to  leave  before  the 
huge  wooden  bowl  has  been 
drained. 

leaving  the  island  frr  home 
has  been  known  to  reduce 
guests  to  tears.  The  entire  staff 
crane  to  the  waterside  and  sing 
Isa  Lei.  a  beautiful  haunting 
song  of  leaving  that  has  an 


African-sounding  melody.  It 
can  be  a  lengthy  goodbye  — 
particularly  when,  as  hap¬ 
pened  to  us,  excess  weight 
prevents  the  seaplane  from 
getting  airborne.  Luggage  had 
to  be  unloaded  to  be  sent  on 
later  before  we  could  take  off. 

Our  last  island  hop  was  our 
favourite.  Vatukde  differs  from 
the  other  properties  in  Five 
Star  Fiji  in  that  the  resort  does 
not  own  the  entire  island  and 
there  are  four  villages  where  it 
is  possible  to  get  a  glimpse  of 
Fijian  life. 

Foremost  among  local  aafts 
is  the  making  of  the  lapa  doth 
from  the  mulberry  tree.  The 
bark  is  beaten  by  the  women 
until  it  stretches  from  an  inch 
wide  to  seven  or  eighi  inches. 
Several  layers  are  then  added 
until  a  doth  about  three  feet 
wide  Is  created.  Many  of  the 
women  are  deaf  from  beating 
the  bark  for  up  to  12  hours  a 
day.  a  better,  and  certainly 
quieter,  -job  is  decorating  tin 
tapa  in  tire  traditional  tan  and 
black  designs.  A  doth,,  which 


wfl]  have  taken  an  entire  day 
to  make,  costs  less  than  £5. 
and  an  afternoon  spent  watch¬ 
ing  tire  process  is  fascinating. 

Vatulele  also  offers  excellent 
diving,  fine  cuisine.  3,000- 
year-old  petrogiyphs,  caves 
and  magnificent  bures  buflr  on 
a  Santa  1%  design  from  New 
Mexico,  which  seems  to  sug¬ 
gest  an  ancient  connection 
between  the  native  American 
peoples  ;  and  the  islanders  of 
the  south  Pacific. 

Vatulele’s  style  is  less  pri¬ 
vate  than  Wakaya  but  not  as 
communal  as  Turtle  Island. 
We  found  it  the  perfect  bal¬ 
ance.  In  addition  to  the  trips  to 
the  village,  two  experiences 
stand  out  One  was  a  boat  trip 
for  a  private  picnic  on  the 
uninhabited  Nooki  Nooki  Is¬ 
land,  a  wonderful  bird  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  what  is  little  more 
.  than  an  pebble  in  the  ocean. 

The  other  element  that 
□rakes  Vatulele  unique  Is  the 
wit  and  wisdom  of  Martin 
Livingston,  the  artist,  sculpin' 
and  bon  viveur  who  manages 
the  resort-  Mr  Livingston  al¬ 
ways  joins  his  guests  for 
meals,  where  he  ribs  them 
gently  about  their  quirks  and 
foibles.  The  stuffy  could  find 
his  humour  offensive,  but 
most  visitors  love  it.  because 
he- likes  to  weave  tales. 

On  the  first  night  he  told  all 
and  sundry  that  I  was  in  the 
timber  industry  and  .  was  in 
Fiji  to  chop  down  a  few 
hundred  acres  of  hardwoods 
in  the  rain  forest  What  he 
knew,  and  we  didn't,  was  that 
several  other  guests  were  of  a 
strongly  ecological  persua¬ 
sion.  We  received  some  deeply 
shocked  looks  until  cur  eco- 
friends  realised  that  they,  too, 
had  been  well  and  truly 
Livingstoned.  Bula,  bula. 

Nigel  Williamson,, 

•  The  author  nos  a  ga«i  of 
Travel  Portfolio.  Wakaya  Club. 
Turtle  Island  and  Vatulele 
Island 
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Northumberland:  At  the  turn  of  the  tide  each  day  Lindisfame  returns  to  its  island  state  and  venerable  past 

Isle  of 
war  and 
peace 


Twice  daily  a  narrow, 
mHe-lwig  neck  of  land 
sinks  beneath  the 
North  Sea  for  five 
hours,  uncoupling  Lindis¬ 
fame.  also  known  as  Holy 
island,  from  the  Northumber¬ 
land  coast  Having  consulted 
the  tidal  chart  I  strode  off 
along  the  Pilgrims’  Causeway, 
cutting  through  mud  flats.  It 
was  like  crossing  an  infinity  of 
shiny  chocolate  pudding. 

The  liquid  call  of  countless 
curlews  floated  across  the 
emptiness.  Through  binocu¬ 
lars  I  watched  them  dip  their 
long,  curved  beaks  into  the 
mucC  pulling  out  wriggling 
iugwonns.  The  mud  popped 
and  whistled,  letting  off  fleet¬ 
ing,  fetid  odours  which  min¬ 
gled  with  a  salty  zephyr 
wafting  off  the  sea. 

As  I  progressed,  Lindis- 
fame’s  huge,  monolithic,  cas¬ 
tle-crowned  rock  enrirded  by 
sand  dunes,  green  farmland 
and  the  blackened  remains  of 
a  great  priory,  appeared  out  of 
the  morning  mist 
Over  the  centuries,  island¬ 
ers  have  been  monks,  fisher¬ 
men  and  farmers.  Nowadays 
it  is  more  lucrative  to  offer  bed 
and  breakfast  run  tea  shops 
or  sell  Lindisfame  mead.  The 
island  is  the  jewel  in  the  crown 
of  the  “Northumbrian  Heri¬ 
tage"  industry,  and  seethes 
with  tourists. 

This  bridge  is  totally  sub¬ 
merged  at  high  tide"  warns  a 
blunt  road  sign  at  the  end  of 
the  causeway.  It  might  also 
usefully  add.  “And  these  mud 
flats  disappear  more  quickly 
than  you  would  believe  pos¬ 
sible”,  I  thought,  as  a  single, 
shallow  wave  raced  in,  engulf¬ 
ing  acre  after  acre  much  faster 
than  most  people  can  run. 

Thank  goodness  for  the  tide. 
As  the  last  crossing  time 
approached,  day  visitors  hur¬ 
ried  to  their  cars  to  join  a 
single-file,  migratory-  route 


back  to  the  Al.  Soon  after, 
Lindisfame  turned  back  into 
an  island  and  its  singular 
atmosphere  re-emerged. 

I  walked  round  the  perime¬ 
ter  wall  just  above  the  high- 
water  level  and  climbed  up  on 
to  '  the  bluffs  to  listen  in 
solitude  to  the  wind  and  the 
gulls  and  the  waves  breaking 
on  the  black  rocks  below. 

Later,  I  wandered  among 
the  ruined  arches  and  cop 
limns  of  tiie  1,000-year-old 
priory,  on  the  green  turf  where 
a  great  flagstone  once  lay.  It 
seemed  an  appropriate  place 
to  reflect  cm  the  islands 
history. 

In  AD  63S  StAidan  was  sent 
by  St  Cohunba  to  establish 
Lindisfame  as  his  base  and 
convert  the  powerful  warrior 
heathens  of  Northumbria  to 
an  alien  religion  demanding 
peace  and  contemplation. 
Within  a  century,  according  to 
the  Venerable  Bede,  the  great 
scholar  who  recorded  this  era, 
“many  Northumbrians,  both 
noble  and  simple,  laid  aside 
their  weapons,  preferring  to 
take  monastic  vows  than  study 
the  art  of  war". 

Was  this  why  Northumber¬ 
land  seemed  defenceless 
against  the  raping,  pillaging 
and  havoo wreaking  Norse¬ 
men  the  following  century? 

The  monks  were 1  slaught¬ 
ered  or  driven  out  but  200 
years  later  others  returned  to 
rename  it  Holy  Island  and 
rebuild  the  pricuy.  They  stayed 
until  the  dissolution  of  the 
monasteries  in  the  1500s.  Later 
that  century,  most  of  the 
stones  from  the  priory  were 
taken  to  build  Lindisfame 
Castle  as  part  of  the  war  effort 
against  the  Scots. 

Pacifism  may  be  less  popu¬ 
lar  in  the  late  20th  century 
than  it  was  a  millennium  and 
a  half  ago.  but  the  ethereal 
influmce  of  the  early  Lindis¬ 
fame  Christians  lives  an  in 
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lindisfame  Castle,  encircled  by  sand  dunes  and  farmland,  was  built  in  the  Late  16th  century  as  part  of  the  English  war  effort  against  the  Scots 


aura,  legend  and  folklore.  St 
Aidan.  Bede  and.  most  of  all, 
St  Cuthbert  are  all  still  re¬ 
vered.  The  latter  was  a  shep¬ 
herd-turned  monk  who  medit¬ 
ated  in  solitude  on  the  island 
of  Inner  Fhme  for  nine  years 
before  becoming  Bishop  of 
Lindisfame.  He  is  credited 
with  countless  miracles  and 
his  tomb  is  the  holiest  shrine 
in  Durham  Cathedral. 

Tb  follow  Cu Albert's  foot¬ 
steps  to' the  Fame  Islands,  1 
returned  to  the  mainland  and 
drove,  ten  miles  down  the 
coast,  past  tire  looming  for¬ 
tress  of  Bamburgh.  Northum¬ 
berland  is  peppered  with  such 
strongholds  as  constant  re¬ 
minders  of  the  almost  inces¬ 
sant  hostility  between  Scots 


and  English,  which  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  Celtic  Christians 
proved  powerless  to  prevent. 

Al  the  fishing  port  and 
holiday  village  of  Seahouses.  1 
joined  a  boat  tour  of  the  Fame 
Islands,  which  are  scattered 
between  two-and-a-half  and 
eight  miles  off  the  coast. 

In  all  there  are  28  of  these 
islands,  some  sinking 
and  re-emerging  with  the 
tide.  The  highest  rise 
100ft  above  sea  level,  their 
characteristic  fluted  stacks 
with  angular  comas  looking 
as  if  they  have  been  sliced  off  a 
larger  chunk  of  land. 

The  archipelago  is  owned  by 
tiie  National  Trust  and  is 
inhabited  only  by  a  few  light¬ 


house  keepers  and  wildlife 
wardens,  who  share  the  is¬ 
lands  with  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  seabirds  and  several 
herds  of  seals. 

Landings  are  permitted  on 
two  of  the  larger  islands,  Inner 
Fame  and  Staple.  Most  tours 
from  Seahouses  spend  about 
an  hour  on  one  of  these 
islands,  and  a  couple  more 
weaving  among  the  others. 
My  trip  rounded  the  light¬ 
house  on  Longs  tone,  one  of he 
furthest  Islands,  from  where 
the  young  heroine  Grace  Dar¬ 
ling.  famous  throughout 
northeast  England,  launched 
her  courageous  rescue  of  the 
shipwrecked  crew  of  the 
Forfanshire  in  1838.  Then  we 
stopped  to  bob  about,  watch¬ 


ing  fat.  slumbering  seals  and 
(heir  pups  basking  on  the 
rocks  before  regaining  their 
grace  when  they  slid  back  into 
the  water. 

The  birds  are  super¬ 
abundant.  Inner  Fame,  where 
we  landed,  has  one  of  the 
largest  colonies  of  puffins  in 
the  British  Isles.  I  also 
watched  crowds  of  sleek  razor¬ 
bills,  ugly  herring  gulls  and 
mottled  rider  ducks.  The  men¬ 
acing,  red-beaked  Arctic  terns 
were  less  welcoming.  1  saw 
one  dive  on  an  innocent  visi¬ 
tor,  .  a  middle-aged  woman 
who  was  clearly  regarded  as 
an  intruder,  as  she  stepped 
ashore.  Blood  was  drawn  and 
tiie  attack  was  successful  in 
that  she  retreated  angrily  into 


St  Cuthbert's  chapel,  only  to 
re-emerge,  clutching  a  book  on 
top  of  her  head,  when  it  was 
time  to  leave. 

The  chapel  is  built  on  the 
site  where  the  saint  meditated 
alone  in  his  cell.  However, 
amid  the  cacophony  of  sea¬ 
birds  and  day-trippers,  it  was 
hard  to  take  oneself  back  to 
that  age. 

I  cannot  help  feeling  that  it 
would  be  a  different  story  if 
one  could  spend  a  night  alone 
there,  dwelling  on  the  "de¬ 
mons  in  cowls,  their  heads 
long,  their  countenances  most 
hideous",  which  Cuthbert 
described  and  is  believed  to 
have  vanquished. 

Martin  Symington 


FACT  FILE 


■  How  io  pel  there 
Lindisfame  is  about  ten 
miJe!>  south  of  Berwick  - 
upon-Tweed  and  the 
Scottish  border. 

Informal  ion  on  tides  is 
displayed  al  both  ends  of 
the  causeway,  or  line  OI2B9 
330733  (Mon-Sal  lOam-lpm. 
2-4pm).  Boat  tours  of  the 
Fame  Islands  leave  from 
Seahouses  in  April  to  ihe 
end  of  September.  These 
are  cancelled  in  bad 
weather. 

■  Where  to  stay:  on 
Lindisfame,  try  the 
Lindisfame  Hold  (01289 
389273),  149  Tor  double 
B&B.  In  Seahouses  is  the 
Olde  Ship  Inn  (OI665 
720200).  £60  for  double 
B&B.  dosed  Dec  and  Jan. 
Linden  Hall  Hold  (01670 
516611),  near  Marptfh.  is 
luxurious  and  costs  LI 25  for 
double  B&B.  Also 
recommended  is  Marshall 
Meadows  Hold  (0L289 
53113?).  £80  for  double  B&B. 

■  What  to  see:  Ain  wick 
Castle  (01665  5107771  is  still 
ihe  main  seal  of  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland  but  open 
to  the  public.  It  has  the 
Regimental  Museum  of 
Royal  Northumberland 
fusiliers,  and  Capabdity 
Brown  gardens.  Wark worth 
Castle  (01665  711423)  is 
medieval  in  character  with 
a  dark,  austere  keep. 
Shakespeare  set  several 
scenes  of  Henry  fl’  here, 
dramatising  the  intrigue 
between  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland  and  his 
son  Harry  Hotspur. 
Bamburgh  (01668  214208)  in 
its  heyday  was  a  royal  castle 
where  the  kings  of 
Northumbria  were 
crowned.  It  fell  into  ruin 
and  has  been  restored  in  a 
bizarre  Victorian  style.  The 
Grace  Darling  Museum 
(01668  214465).  also  m 
Bamburgh.  celebrates  the 
heroine's  life  and  displays 
ber  lifeboat.  She  died  of  TB 
in  1842  at  the  age  of  26.  and 
is  buried  in  the  graveyard 
opposite: 
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Calvia 

dean-up 

HAS  MAGALUF  gone  soft? 
The  Majorcan  resort,  where 
ten  years  ago  I  couldn't  find 
the  beach  among  the  sky¬ 
scrapers  and  lager-lout  bars, 
is  introducing  Tai  Chi  exer¬ 
cises  on  the  beach,  as  well  as 
tea  dances,  Spanish  language 
and  cookery  lessons. 

It's  all  part  of  the  Calvia 
region's  dean-up.  which  has 
cost  E78  million  since  1990 
and  is  aimed  at  transforming 
Magaluf.  Palma  Nova.  Santa 
Pbnsa  and  llletas  into  resorts 
fit  for  human  beings  (prefera¬ 
bly  families). 

The  resorts  now  have  prop¬ 
er  pavements  and  walkways, 
liner  bins  that  don't  convert 
into  beach  kickabouts  and. 
instead  of  building  offensive 
skyscraper  hotels,  they've 
pulled  some  down. 

Next  resort  on  the  hit-list  is 
Paguera.  which  has  excellent 
beaches  but  a  thoroughly 
scruffy  main  road.  About 
£4.6  million  has  been  ear¬ 
marked  for  improvements. 

Cruise  debut 

THOUGH  latecomers  to 
cruising,  Britain’s  largest 
tour  operator.  Thomson 
Holidays  (0990  502555).  is 
going  foil  steam  ahead  with  a 
programme  of  cruises  for 
74,000  passengers  next  year. 
Prices  start  at  £399  for  a  weak 
our  of  Palma  in  November — 
though  E600  is  the  average 
weekly  cost.  1 

Following  a  successful  win-  j 
ter  in  the  Caribbean.  Thom-  i 
son  is  to  introduce  three  and 
four-night  cruises  from  the  ! 


L  CRAV.  SHAW  S  INTERNATIONAL  TRAVEL  TIPS 


Bahamas  taking  in  Miami, 
Key  West  and  Coco  Cay.  on 
board  Royal  Caribbean 
Line’s  2^18-passenger  Sover- 
eign  of  the  Seas.  A  two-week 
package,  with  four  nights  at 
sea  and  ten  ashore  in  an  all- 
in  elusive  hotel  in  Nassau, 
costs  from  £1-259. 

A  two-week  cruise-and- 

stay  holiday  with  one  week  in 

a  Dominican  Republic  hold 
and  another  on  board  Nor¬ 
wegian  Caribbean  line’s 
1500  passenger  Seaward. 
costs  £1,115- £1,259,  sailing 
from  Santo  Domingo. 

Turf  ’n’  surf 

RANCH  holidays  probably 
owe  as  much  to  the  authentic 
old  Wild  West  as  African 
wildlife  does  to  Mickey 
Mouse  (on  one  I  tried  in  the 
Catskills,  no  one  was  allowed 
to  canter  because  of  “insur¬ 
ance'’  problems),  but  they  can 
be  fun  and  offer  reasonably 
active  holidays  in  nice  places. 

Ranch  America  (0181-668 
2970)  will  steer  competent 
riders  to  more  adventurous 
establishments.  The  David 
Ranch  in  Wyoming,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  is  a  fulT working 
range  with  6,000  head  of 
cattle,  and  holidaymakers 
may  be  asked  to  herd,  brand, 
learn  how  to  fix  a  fence  or 
how  to  rope.  The  cost  is 
£1,290  fully  inclusive 

Twin  Peaks  Ranch,  Idaho, 
offers  a  turf  ’n'  surf  combina¬ 
tion  of  riding  coupled  with 
white-water  rafting  on  the 
River  Salmon,  which  runs 
through  the  ranch.  The  cost  is 
£1590.  inclusive  for  a  week. 

Knoni  (01306  747777)  has 
introduced  holidays  in  dude 
ranches  in  Arizona  costing 
from  £946  a  weds. 


Would-be  dudes  can  ride  ’em  cowboy  style  on  woridng-raneb  holidays  in  America 


Cost-cutters 

A  SERIES  of  low-price  city 
breaks,  valid  from  January  i 
to  March  19.  1997,  has  ban 
launched  by  British  Airways 
Holidays.  Prices  start  at  £99 
for  a  night  with  B&B  in  Paris, 
£115  in  Amsterdam.  Three 


nights  in  Rome  start  at  £312, 
in  Budapest  £309.  and  £305 
in  Monte  Carlo. 

Holy  trail 

A  NEW  eight-day  walk  along 
St  Cuthberrs  Way  from  Mel¬ 
rose  to  Bamburgh,  Scotland, 
is  offered  by  Sfrerpa  Expedi¬ 


tions  (0181-577  2717).  The  walk 
links  abbeys,  castles,  market 
towns  and  moorlands  as  sed¬ 
ated  with  the  7th  century 
saint  One  night  is  spent  in 
Lindisfame  (Holy  Island). 
Self-guided  walks  cost  £385 
(escorted  £450),  which  in¬ 
clude  B&B  at  inns,  routes  and 
baggage  transport 


The  best  wine  bars 

on  the  grapevine 


Although  France  is  more 
than  sdf-assured  about 
the  quality  of  its  wines, 
tongue-scarring  stuff  is  still 
served  in  many  cafes.  This  is 
why  the  French  drink  so  rnudi 
Kir  as  art  aperitif:  the  ertmede 
cassis  or  blackcurrant  liqueur 
kills  the  hleachy ‘taste  of  cheap 
white  wine.. A  great  improve-, 
merit  on  this  is  the  revival  .of 
the  Cardinal,  which  couples 
crime  de  mflre  (bramble)  with 
a  chilled,  light-red  wine  such 
as  Gamay  or  Sancerre. 

For  a  superior  glass,  how¬ 
ever.  the  sensible  -Parisian 
attends  his  local  wine  bar, 
particularly  at  lunchtime 
when  food,  especially  cheese,  a 
step  above  cafo  fare,  is  served. 
Wine  bar  owners  have  a 
reputation  to  keep.  Their  vin¬ 
tages  are  carefully  chosen, 
often  specialising  in.  a  specific 
area  such  as  the  Rhtine,  Bor¬ 
deaux  or  the  Loire,  and  cus¬ 
tomers  and  owners  can  indulge 
in  pretentious  and  useful  dis¬ 
cussion  of  each  botti& 

For  those  who  are  hot  wine 
buffs,  a  few  hours’  work  at  the 
zinc  in  a  wine  bar  can  result  in 
knowledge  useful  for  purchas¬ 
ing  a  case.  Many  Paris  wine 
bars  also  sell  wine  from  then- 
cellars  by  the  bottle  or  dozen  to 
take  heme. 

Le  Rub  is,  an  ancient  institu¬ 
tion  justdewn  from  the  Optra, 
is  your  traditional  wine  bar. 
with  sawdust  an  the  floors  and 
barrels  on  which  to  stand  your 
glass.  After  tasting,  you  can 
buy  bottles  to  take  away.  It  is 
noisy,  amusing  and  packed, 
particularly  when  the  Beaujo- 
lais  Nouveau  is  launched. 


All  over  Paris,  it  seems. 

there  are  branches  of  L’Eduse 

wine  bar  -  a  reliable  chain  largCT.  cost  FrlWTTO  (about 


wine  oar  —  a  rcuauuc  uuuu 

with  good  wines  which  lacks  £2-£8).  ^be  ^  ^ 

eccmtncity.  but  is  better  than  wines  tom  the  ] 
felling  into  the  nearest  caiiS.  South  West  and  J*™®®: 

fShaps  the  best-decorated  sherries,  and  what ^theowner 


Perhaps  the  best-decorated 
wine  bar  in  the  city  is  the 
Clown  Bar.  next  door  to  the 
old  Cirque  d’Hiver  budding, 
which  is  tiled  with  circus  arid 
down  motifs.  The  wine  is 
served  in  generous  glasses, 

INSIDER'S 
GUIDE  TO 


with  much  discussion.  On  the 
Left  Bank,  the  Bistro  des 
Augustins  is  charming,  with 
an  Art  Deco  bar  and  lighting, 
delicious  sourdough  Pain  de 
Poildne,  runny  cheeses  and 
homemade  puddings.  Again, 
wines  can  be  taken  away. 

Although  French-style  wine 
bars  invaded  Britain  long  ago. 
revenge  has  been  takoi  by  an 
Englishman,  Mark  William¬ 
son,  who  opened  Willi’s  Wine 
Bar  in  the  business  district  16 
years  ago.  and  its  offshoot. 
Juveniles,  more  recently.  Wil¬ 
li’s  has  superb  food  and  a 
cellar  which  varies  from  the 


sherries,  and  what  the  owner 
describes  as  “fun  wines"  from 
Italy,  Spain  and  Califomia. 

The  specials  change  every 
day.  Last  Monday  he  had  a 
fine  1993  Mersault  from  Pierre 
Morey,  and  a  Domaine  de 
Trevallon  Cabernet  Sauvig- 
n on  of  the  same  year  from 
Provence. 

Although  Willi’s  does  not 
sell  selections  from  its  cellar. 
Juveniles  wiU  supply  wine  try 
the  case.  Bottles  usually  costs 
Frl6-Fr30.  and  is  of  more 
recent  vintage. 

Mr  Williamson  says  his 
clientele  was  mostly  French 
until  the  Channel  Tunnel 
opened.  At  lunchtime,  workers 
pour  in  to  Willi*  from  the 
Bourse  or  ministries  nearby. 
The  other  night  at  dinner, 
however,  we  were  trapped  at  a 
table  between  four  London 
accountants  and  American 
businessmen  and  women 
from  New  Jersey,  expertly 
mistranslating  the  menu. 

Kate  Muir 

•  L’Eduse.  (Paris  chain),  64 
Rue  Franqois-ler,  8th  (472077 09). 
Willts,  13  Rue  de  Petite- 
Champs,  1st  (4261 05 09).  Le 
Rabis ,  10  Rue  du  Maidki. 
Saint-Honor A.  1st  (42 61 03 34). 
Bistro  des  Augustins,  39  Quai 
de  Grands-A  ugusti ns.  6th 
(43544165).  Juveniles,  47  Rue 
de  Richelieu.  1st  (42974649). 
down  Bar,  IMRueAmelot, 

Uth  (43 55 87 35). 
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SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


LADIES 


GENTLEMEN 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


GENTLEMEN 


GENTLEMEN 


GENTLEMEN 


GENTLEMEN 


IWtriCliaa  admaMdLadfta  kMan 
from  wmi  wfc  pmn  la 
OK  IMH  World  Pm  Ctab/TK, 
»*Q  Box  4  GoringaGB  paw 

KAttTTHfL  Thai  LhUMl  Cofour 
brodlro*  and  H»o  tMhw.  Warn 

are.  CnalL  198S.  Tal/fac 
01882  a 80  680/244  (anytime! 

CManua  k  Gnal  lugfttarfcr 
d»  m  wllh 

AM  gpaclal  p— nm  ting 
Contact  Tuo  01280  B14451 

CONNLXKONS  la  tta  w— *^<r 


King  rn  on  0181  906  4487, 

■MUMY/mnl  prnnn  ton 
dnodon  Baca  bAfPwfwtw  I 
PUOK  Call  01428  722833. 


HHE  DMHER  CLUB  (biW) 
Stodaa  dlxdBa  B  dhnMr  damcaa 
naaouoVLa.  TU  C01244) 
3E0B37  or  548814.  PiuaoMaa 


hrfTftM,*  r,pt^i  Bwn.  f,n  fog 

Mil  0171  B19  B884  (day) 
0181  397  1424  (aayttna)  ABM 


0181  277  1424  (any*— - )  ABXA 
UMATTOCHSD?  Try  I  W"  way  lo 


Club  on  01438  721830 
In)  ter  a  ftw  bwhan. 


HmufortL  Swindon,  8  Mda, 
Turnon.  TraroToi 09  735877 


of  .  ob jaw  it  atudy.  hMdtaa 
bnatwnUn*  walnum.  by 
QMkWL  London  Bob  2114 


HUfY  mtlaiaiaaT  flmai  ilia  lit 
pmfaaaloaal  Tinmana.  arid ! 


H  anecaaainl.  38.  In* 
Mag  MB  aaaattftu.  wary 


An  ion  JbBrm  aculfal.  enr- 
ncma  8  aUaa.  Do  ]« Ion  tta 


naval  and,  (2nd  botmaf  boat- 
aaaa  In  Stngap«u)k  lova 


nmo  annctH* 
your*).  fc  2104 


mm 


UB  no  fnmh  25-30  «ttk  CHARtSMATlC,  hanrtanma,  call, 
amatiring  claa  about  you?  na  Ubaml,  Sunal  XnaUn,  gand- 
a  pnfoauol  Lcattoatmor  on  aaftAiij  An  oamaiaTIny 
Ilian  ITT  ■aaHarfitraaaiai.  Haa  muydnal  dt—fc  wm 
i  IiiiitiI  Tit  Tlinirruaw  lilaiin  |  *  Bn  Irntr  «a  Boa  llo  2113 

_ - _ sis 

SS  BUM.  to  Boa  *, 

_  Jejj  da.iw  I  ia«  1  mi  mu  ml  for  Ufa  ta 

tendon.  FhowAaL  Box  2081 


faata  fgaglnaikt- 


ATTMCIIW  8  ft 


Haply  to  la  l«a  2124 
MATUftX  Ociantal  Mi,  aa 

dM  BUM  —lBttonBmp 

ft  pnlipw.  An 


UYVHmJWKIS  — n* - -  38, 

IK3,  haial  *jm,  bmmb  bain 
OWH.  Mamta;  aaHIna.  awaa- 
ebba  mral.  gall  WITH  M| 


■llaifnnflbiia  boor  aaa 

Omimaanann.  Ban  2M 


= SSH 

not  anan.  MMBMB,  a  aiilunla.  MS 
a.  a—  at  42  aaaaiiTlal  •  BO  d  from  Baa,  aga 
St  38  am  ftnq/lnnlUaM 
_ ff 5  Pbow  plaaaa  to  Bn  Mo  2U5 


haib  tea  daap 
I  roaiaaca  Waaaa 
at  14 a  2181  jflS, 


MMIIY  CWB8TMA8  toa  a  aba- 

Man  wHMBfl  40SL  MBrfVM—l  iftf 

ma  bo  Cftao  to  lavolk  Mhaao 
ttaaavar  a  lift  IBM  la  ilIBwail, 
—  1,1 'Hi  ateittM  A  —mua 
Tlaaaa  nrtta  now.  Bor  Mo  2186 


•lonl  ■iiiiIimit  Mand  (1 
•aa)  WLtk  gbl  27-34  jm  ta. 
al),  but  nationality-  aamh 
Coot.  Photo  ploa  to  ta  2 


■OTTB.  Lalca,  Llaca,  fOr  10OB  & 
iimiii  jnnilwa  naD  laia  fill 
I  ftoa  8otann  Bba  Uatrodocrtotta 
0118  0378104 

mco«nramofiAL  ■».  itm- 
tbn,  taS,  atUatb  bnfld.  8t>c- 

,  ■■ill  ll  yyi.fufln.. 


A  foawr  Any  OWIrar  aanlag 
with  tba  tana  Actm  Cantra  in 
Boanla  Wanna  to  Snatap  a 


LADIES 


Stinaft  tba  &ft- 

gUom.  Ikon.  Bn  NO  2141 

_ mm 

Wni,  Laws,  Um,  tor  100*0  of 
Qoaltry  I  all«a,  aaS  now  tor  fna 
BfTA  liMBdMtlm 

0115  0378104 _ 

nay.  mma  twnba  BO. 
Lon  country  walks  with  tba 
dog  aad  pnlim  Bn 

lady  k  not  loving  It!  33- 
Dona  tba  LmaowUMaothorMt. 

Z£2U%aa£E£Z£i 

that  BpaxUa  back  into  nryhazal 
nan  ataa.  B.  AnflOa  Mum  b 
Bn  No  2172  eft 


nm  I  an  a  young.  mOtnmt, 
48  (18)  with  an  ImaMiarlonal 
ndodLGBOH  and  a  aaat  for  Ufa. 
lb  thataasyona  38-48,  who  Bag 


^Katharine  Ajllbt 

at  ISWEoc. 

Tht  Maniife  Bnrcaa 
Hcuthcr  Jcancr  Cftl  5B0 

featured  on  LIFT  Doth 
-HjAmarwoM 

-to.  1  ■—M.wnlSrt 

BTtajtfSc,ltad«Wlil3U) 

\  Tel:  0171 935  3115/ 


flOOD  COOk  tc  trommel  Chap  40, 
aingla,  hi  Baek  of  boyood  oaaka 
Ccbty  baaad)  indy  far  aaay  cob- 
liaatlng  cultural  dofttana 
eoonnatian  k  Tuauau  hols. 
Plaaaa  atata  paaftnaa  food 
wins,  ate.  to  Bn  No  2088  gw 


otcod  -  agad  odd  SOU  young  at 

tan  -  amlab  nfoa  gay.  POd  up 
wkfa  iinp.  lift  and  noata  a, 
Bn  — *y*iloTr-*r*r  with  tight 
uaimai  aidijact  to  ■■—J 
BMML&tntantaadB 
onulrut  napac  Itahb  and 
lnl«IU||»ni  LnauinHty  nmo- 
tiv,  ta  90b  nSOl  ymrr  ttooi- 

atoft  1  OBjor  B  anloc  poMtlOB 
ta  dotal  Oo.  BOM  a  ftttiy  tao- 
tic  aodal  lift  hut  an  Joy  ijm 
knitpua  athoaaObAoiH  couna  I 
Bun  ta  a  ■oaamnMy  Mbaaal 
oouany  ■Itiucilva  k  plaamn 
gtopta  Ptapuiud  to  foo*  and 
oral  to  no  at  tight  Ml  any 
inUuaaHty  fcpnaa.Tlatetata  to 
ctack  tta  goodn  btamtaa  yog 


31A  GtJmuA  Squaiu  London  8YY1 


InxarsacbML  TnvU  a  go”  man 
C2S-33)  who  can  anjoT  Mutt. 
Owxay/  i”*i"  baaaa.  Photo 
plaaaa.  Haply  to  Bn  No  21^3 

VAim,  Cfeodam  Ctima- 

■CUMMB  iklflKL  No  An. 

Can  or  writu.  Iia*ttalta_17ffll 


VOUMS  46  anoaprawn.  611” 
good  tpiiiaimiiia.  Mi  intar- 
aand  in  eountty  lift,  oaOtag. 
OtwDtag  nnaitaiulng,  good 
food  k  RN,  Soaks  tady  in  tat 
10b  far  luMonahtp  Ifci  of 
. fun,  nanftga  k  ftJnfly^Photo 
.  BFPndatad  k  oxonngajL 
Loudon/  Ub.  Bn  No  1948^ 


Mm  Waka  up!  Clow 
Bmaaun  Is  opan  Saturday  k 
Sunday  CUB  fkaa  0800 141  141 


BUCKS  lady.  60,  amactiva, 
eating,  tactna,  unuaad  tobafag 
apoQt,  aaata  tall,  attzaetbu. 


■aafoL  eating,  « 
mala  4S-S6  for  2  any  TCL 
n sato/  caL  ao.  to  Bn  No  2003 


WLTMpaof 
faply  Bn  : 


SzsE 


r  Can  fa—  0800  141  141 


in  noFissiom  msors  ihhodbcdoit  aging 
RofesAnal  people  ofos  don't  meet  fetir  ideal 
pttnn  in  thee  ennentsodd  code. 

That's  where  Zyp»is  can  help. 
Wcziel^ilysdeciM^cixniEriatianalyiaie 
nuifirUnHal  am) 

9k  look  fanrad  to  jour  cal 

LONDOV  GLteCOW  EDINBURGH 

01716296979  0141 8490201  01315565655 

YORKSHIRE  NORTH  EAST  MIDLANDS 
01I3245S7S7  01912612224  0990143073 

NORTHWEST  SOUTHWEST  SOUTHEAST 

01625532800  0122$  858514  01622691200 


SamSden 


London 

0171-499-9626 

Windsor 

01753-830350 

(Both  24  Htmrsf 

bLTfa  ■ntiuAHg 


WA  «fanwfag 
SBceessnfeng 
Cmutless 
.  long  term 
T^a^mshipSr99 
■  Mail  os  Scsoat  - 


VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 

The  exclusive  introduction  agency  for 
people  of  quality  and  integrity 

The  Old  Brewery,  Burford, 
Oxfordshire  OX18  4SC 

Telephone 
01993  824500 

LONDON  AND  NATIONWIDE 
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XMAS  &  NEW  YEAR  PARTIES 
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EXCLUSIVE  ' 
DINING  CLUB 

WW  YEATS  CV8  Gala  Bdl 
Ttanaaww  li  nililWtatact 
•  Oauataac 
Finn  n8  Ehauar  ar  tald 
ftrttaaDaoa  0(442 S7W74 
.  8U1C7IB05  . 


ACROSS 
THE  ROOM 

SPARKLING  DINNER 
DANOES 

WEEB3BND  BREAKS 
HERTS.  ESSEX. 
SUFPOLK. 
r^n  piiju^ 

0IZ77  3S2742 


8  Lirdes  W 

l&tSn^fatiQfttar^Sqlch^l 
m  Tab OIB1  4369168  " 

LOOKING  FORWARD  T0 1997? 

Start  ttwjwaron  a  poaMmmOa  and  call  . 


start  here"  Bear  Mutt 


Poraonti  Imrodutriuns  and  ndaad  good 
occMkan  far  uuiuta,  pnafarioral  poaph. 
Ptem  cafl  Cheryl  Brawn 

0171  371  5535 


People  usually  only  meet 

within  the  confines  of  their 

social  circle.  Dateline  is 

die  ideal  way  to  expand 

jour  horizons 

For  Free  Details  with 
No  Obligation  Write  To: 

23  Abingdon  Rd 
London  W8  SAL  or  Call 

(01869)  324  100 

Ejl1966.  ASIA  ni tr.  UqJfamaJnAmaktam 


Find  purself 
a  Christmas  Carol... 


tofataitatafad.^g,, tuafcytacfatagrta  TkTfaatati^taafatephBttaMcOar 
a  fa  ntiujtnnWbwjwplwjw  peseta  id  pefamal  nade,  adniKuklBiboK  fcwc^ak 

pafa  wdite-aber  fcknod  andfeantfai  em MbfaWl  d  acm 
cftncof  ll  1.7ft  yw  at  iecr«  inpfcnwatw  e.  hn  ptad  iq>&i,ta  m  «al  bm  mtm  am 


SO,  DON’T  MISS  OUT  -  PLACE  Y0D8  AD  TODAY! 

Call  0171 680  6868 
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by  Raymond  Keene 


FROM  Monday  to  Friday,,  your 
reward  for  solving  the  Vanning 
Move  puzzle  is  the  warm  glow  of 
pride  in  your  achievement  At 
Christmas,  though,  a  more  tangi¬ 
ble  gratification  is  on  offer,  namely 
a  generous  supply  of  champagne 
for  the  winner. 

Here  are  four  positions  to  test 
your  chess  skills  over  the  Chrisr- 
mas  break,  la  each  case  I  require 
the  first  move  only.  The  reward  for 
the  winner  is  a  jereboam  of  Mo£t  et 
Chandon  champagne. 

Gspslis-Pnshfceits 
Berlin  1995 
White  to  play 

White  has  sacrificed  a  piece  in 
order  to  cluster  his  attacking  forces 
around  the  black  king.  The  obvious 
try  is  1  Bh7+,  but  after  1 . . .  Kh8  can 
White  make  progress,  or  does 
White  have  something  stronger  in 
the  initial  position? 


ys 


Gonzalez-Bravo 
Havana  1995 
Black  to  play 

A  pawn  which  has  marched  dose 
to  the  enemy  king  can  be  extremely 
dangerous.  How  did  Black  exploit 
the  presence  of  his  pawn  on  g3? 


KacaknvskTSmhanek 
Pafic  1995 
Black  to  play 

In  this  position.  White  is  not  just  a 
piece  up  but  seems  better  devel¬ 
oped  and  better  centralised.  Is  this 
The  case? 


shEhUsI 


mn 
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J1QET&  CHANDON 

FDR  the  Christmas  Punch!  ine 
competition,  readers  are  invited  to 
write  an  amusing  caption  for  the 
cartoon  (right),  from  The  Stnuid 
Magazine  (reproduced  with 
permission  from  Westminster 
libraries.  Sherlock  Holmes 
Collection,  Maiylebone  Library). 

The  winner  will  receive  a 
jeroboam  of  Moet  &  Chandon 
champagne.  Send  caption  ' 
suggestions  on  a  postcard  with 
your  name  and  address  to;  Strand 
Caption  (31).  Weekend,  The  Times, 

1  Pennington  Street.  London  El 
9XN.  The  Editors  derision  is  final. 

The  dosing  date  for  entries  is 
January  1, 1997. 


THIS  week  the  Gaines  page  adds  extra  sparkle  to  the  satisfaction 
of  pitting  your wits  against  the  quiz  masters  and  the  puzzle  setters. 
As  a  festive  incentive  there  are  jeroboams  of  Mod  &  Chandon 
champagne  for  the  winners  of  the  Bridge,  Chess.  Computer 
Games,  Punchline  and  the  Waterstones  Crossword.  Normal 
Tunes  competition  rules  apply.  The  judges’  decision  is  final  and 
they  cannot  enter  into  correspondence. 


CHRISTMAS  BRIDGE  QUIZ 

by  Robert  Sheehan 


■  L  - 
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'Mnsr unriNB  hc  assxst.  i  a.  coujj  sreur  rock  we  a  btt 


Yaues-Foyo;  Cuba  1995 
Black  to  play 

A  piece  down,  it  hardly  seems  likely 
that  Black  can  force  perpetual 
check,  let  alone  win.  Is  there  a 
surprise? 


By  Raymond  Keene 
White  to  play.  This  position  is  from 
the  game  Jacobs  -  Jackson,  London. 
1979.  In  this  position,  which  arose 
from  the  King's  Gambit,  White  has 
relinquished  four  pawns  in  an 
attempt  to  create  active  piece  play 
on  the  kmgside.  How  did, it  pay  off?  ' 
Send  your  answers  on  a  postcard  to 
The  Times,  1  Pennington  .Street.  . 
London  El  9XN.  The  lust  correct  , 
solution  drawn  on  Monday,  De¬ 
cember  30.  will  receive  a  year’s 
subscription  to  the  Staunton 
Society,  including  a  free  invitation 
to  the  annual  dinner  at  Simpson'S- 
in-the-Strand.' 

The  solution  wall  appear  in  two 
weeks' time. 


I 

iff 


Answers  should  reach  me  at  The 
Times  no  later  than  January  3. 
1997,  addressed  to:  Chess  Christ¬ 
mas  Quiz,  The  Times,  I  Pennington 
Street.  London  El  9XN. 

Normal  Times  competition  rules 
apply.'  The  winner  will  be  the  Erst 
answer  drawn  out  of  a  hat  which 
solves  all  four  puzzles  correctly. 

Those  readers  who  solve  all 
four  positions  (and  T  shall  give  the 
answers  in  the  new  year)  can  give 
themsekes  a  pat  on  the  back.  One 
of  them,  and  1  shall  not  say  which, 
defeated  your  columnist  —  and  I 
had  to  look'  up  how  the  game 
continued. 


Last  week’s  solution:  .1  Bxf7+  (I  ... 
Rxf7  2  Nc4  traps  the  black  queen). 
.Last  week's  winner:  J  Wilks-Janes,  The 
Hidden  House,  Beaumaris.  Anglesey. 


'Spades,  stakes,  mallets — tharl!  be  twenty  quid 
■  van  Helsing.  Make  sure  they're  bade  by  sunrise 

The  winning  caption  for  last  week's  cartoon  (above) 
was  submitted  by  Brian  Lockett  of  London 


By  Philip  Harvard 
VOLVOX 

a.  A  fresh-water  ball 

b.  A  Swedish  autophile 

c.  An  involuntary  cry 

WENTLETRAP 

a.  A  dog-cart 

b.  A  pitfall 

c.  A  shell 

ZANDER 

a.  A  wise  lawyer 

b.  A  fish 

c.  Unleavened  bread 

VAMPLET 

a.  A  Lolita 

b.  A  handkerchief 

c.  A  gaiter 

Answers  on  page  15 


WHERE  it  is  relevant,  you  are 
Playing  good-quality  rubber 
hndge.  Parrially-correa  answers 
will  be  awarded  a  reduced  score. 

1  These  are  the  North-South  cards: 

*2 

*5432 

«5432 

*5432 

“■"•’.I 
W  •  .E-i 

■  S  '  ■_  ! 

*KQJ  10 
*KQJ 

•  KOJ 
*KOJ 

Neither  opponent  has  a  suit  longer 
than  four  cards.  How  many  tricks 
can  you  guarantee  in  a  No-Trump 
contract?  (10  points) 

2  (i)  How  do  you  play  this  hand  in 
TNT  on  a  spade  lead.  East  plaving 
the  queen?  (5  points) 

(ii)  In  what  circumstances  does 
correct  play  gain?  (5  points) 

454  2 
VA643 

•  none 

4AKQ1098 
W  -  E  I 


*AJ3 

*0 

•  AKQJ1097 
*64 

3  Your  partner  deals  and  opens 
One  Spade  and  you  hold: 

4AKJ6  ¥A  K  J  1083  «J  *J9 
What  do  you  reply?  (10  points] 

4  You  are  on  lead  from  this  hand: 
❖KQI032  ¥A62  *754  *63 


The  auction  has  been: 

1NT  2C 

2S  3NT 

What  is  your  lead?  (10  points) 

5  You  are  East  on  the  hand  below. 
This  has  been  the  auction: 


s 

W 

N 

E 

1C 

Pass 

ID 

Pass 

IS 

Pass 

2D 

Pass 

2NT 

Pass 

3NT 

All  Pass 

*72 
*A532 
♦  K  J  108  7  3 
*J 

I  M 

\  i 

;w  e  , 


!  *953 
E !  *K76 

♦  OSS 

_!  4Q109S 


THE  following  questions  are  from 
the  quiz  dement  of  four  widely 
available  CD- Roms.  The  winner 
will  receive  a  jeroboam  of  Moet  et 
Chandon  champagne.  Mark  your 
'  answers  clearly,  with  your  name, 
address  and  home  telephone  num¬ 
ber  —  and  send  your  entry  to:  End 
of  Year  Quiz.  Computer  Games  & 
Pastimes,  Weekend,  The  Times.  1. 
Pennington  Street,  London  El 
9XN.  Your  entries  must  reach  us  by 
Friday  January  3. 

Lin  comparing,  what  name  is  given  to  a 
list  of  options  displayed  on  a  monitor 
from  which  die  user  selects  a  required 
(unction? 

A.  Directory 

B.  Menu  - 

C.  File 

2.  Neurtsy  was  one  of  the  names 
originally  suggested  far  Snow  White'S 
Seven  DwarfcT  Which  of  the  following 
names  was  not  among  the  original 

suggestions? . . .  ' 

AWhiny-  •  -  - 

B.  Awful 
C  Biggo-JEgo 

3.  Edward  VUI  was  forced  to  abdicate  in 
order  to  .be  .  able  to  marry  which  US 
divorcee? 

A  Mrs  BaTIenburg 

B.  Mrs  Wallace 

C.  Mrs  Simpson 

4.  What  name  did  the  Beatles  give  to  the 
recording  company  which  they  estab¬ 
lished  in  the  late  1960s? 


A  Apple 

B.  Sgt  Pepper 

C.  Penny  Lane 

5.  Where  was  Princess  Elizabeth.  — 
the  future  British  Queen,  when 
she  heard  of  die  death  of  her 
father.  George  VI? 

A  Kenya 

B.  Balmoral 

C.  India 

A  In  what  1956  movie  does  alien 
plant  life  take  over  a  small 
California  town? 

A  Invasion  of  the  Body  Snatchers 
B.  Tremors 
C  The  Blob 

7.  Who  was  the  father  of  Cleo¬ 
patra'S  son.  Ptolemy  XV?' 

A  Julius  Caesar? 

B.  Mark  Antony 
C  Her  brother,  Ptolemy 

8.  Which  German-bom  pianist 
and  conductor  lied  to  England  in 
1848  and  settled  in  Manchester 
where  he  founded  the  celebrated 
orchestra  whida  bears  his  name? 

A  Weber 

B.  Halle 
GSpohr 

9.  What  kind  of  creatures  are  bass,  brill 
and  hake? 

A  Fish 
B.  Reptiles 
C  Birds 

IQ.  Anthony  Trollope's  mother  was  a 
prolific  novelist  and  travel  writer.  What 
was  her  first  name? 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


Donald  thick  is  the  mascot  of 
which  American  university? 

A  Isabelle 

B.  Frances 

C.  Elizabeth 

11.  Which  act  of  1940  prevented  UK 
employers  giving  canteen  meals  in  lieu 
of  wages? 

A  Truck  Act 
B.  Factories  Act 
G  Employment  Act 

12.  Homo  sapiens  is  a  scientific  name  for 
modern  man.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
the  Latin  word  sapiens? 


A  Upright 

B.  Wise 

C.  Sane 

13.  In  1927  an  A!  Jol  son  film 
ushered  in  the  era  of  the  talkies. 
What  was  it  called? 

A  April  Showers 
B.  Sonny  Boy 
C  Jazz  Singer 

14.  Which  political  leader  and 
founder  of  the  Chinese  Com¬ 
munist  Party,  set  out  his  philos¬ 
ophy  in  his  famous  Little  Red 

Book? 

A  Deng  Xiaoping 
8.  MaoTse-cung 
G  Ken  Horn 

15.  Who  is  the  star  of  the  highest- 
rated  TV  talk  show? 

A  Oprah  Winfrey 

B.  Michael  Parkinson 

C.  Esther  Rantzen  * 

16.  What  country  has  the  most 
lawyers? 

A  United  States 
B.  Germany 
G Japan 

17.  What  joker  earned  millions  from  a 
batty  film? 

A  Jade  Nicholson 

B.  Michael  Keaton 

C.  Joan  Rivers 

IS.  How  kmg  can  a  person  stand  on  one 
foot? 

A  17hr  48  min 

B.  55hr  35  min 

C.  102hr  2m  in 

19.  What  was  the  name  of  the  last  bank 


Your  partner  leads  the  queen  of 
spades:  declarer  wins  with  the  king 
apd  returns  the  nine  uf  diamonds, 
running  it  to  your  queen.  How  do 
you  plan  the  defence?  (10  points) 

Send  your  answers  to  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Bridge  Competition.  The 
Times,  1  Pennington  Street.  London 
El  9XN  by  Friday.  January  3. 1997. 

Anyone  who  has  played  interna¬ 
tional  bridge  in  the  past  five  years 
will  be  handicapped  5  points.  Hie 
winners'  names  will  be  published 
on  Saturday.  January  11.  The  first 
prize  is  a  jeroboam  of  Moet  and 
Chandon  champagne. 

Second,  third  and  fourth  prizes 
will  be  annual  subscriptions  to  one 
of  the  main  bridge  magazines 
( International  Popular  Bridge, 
Bridge  Magazine  and  Bridge 
P/us).  Six  prizes,  allotted  by  ran¬ 
dom  draw  from  all  non-prize 
winners,  will  be  copies  of  More 
Bedside  Bridge,  edited  by  Elena 
Jeronimidis. 

Good  luck! 


of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  fought  in  14®? 
A  Battle  of  Bosworth  Field 

B.  Battle  of  York 

C.  Bailie  of  Agin  court 

20.  What  was  Groucho  Marx's  real 
name? 

A  Julius 
B.  Leonard 
G  Herbert 

21.  Which  13th  century  charter  granted 
by  King  John,  was  seen  as  guaranteeing 
human  rights  against  the  excessive  use 
of  royal  power? 

A  Mappa  Mundi 

B.  Magna  Cana 

C.  Domesday  Book 

22.  In  which  fantasy  movie  does  a  young 
girl  wish  for  her  younger  brother  to  be 
taken  away? 

A  Gremlins 

B.  The  Neverendmg  Story 
G  Labyrinth 

23.  What  did  Pope  Paul  III  do  to  Henry 
VI  n  and  Pope  Pius  V  do  to  Elizabeth  1? 
A  Honour 

B.  Many 

C.  Excommunicate 

24.  Donald  Duck  is  the  mascot  of  which 
university? 

A  Tallahassee  Stale 

B.  Oregon 

C.  Washington  Siaie 

25.  Which  Hollywood  actor  was -Gov¬ 
ernor  of  California  from  1966-74.  and  US 
President  from  1981-89? 

A  John  Wayne 
B.  Ronald  Reagan 
G  Marion  Brando 


'  S  -*T, 
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No  3389:  Waterstone’s  by  Ricshaw 


No  971 


ACROSS 

I  Travd.  be  a  success  (2.6) 

7  Silly  but  attractive  woman 
(5) 

8  Feel-thrashing  torture  (9) 

9  Obtain  (3) 

10  Draught  animals  (4) 

11  Exclusive  group  (6) 

13  Openly  honest  (6) 

14  One  in  minor  orders  (6) 

17  Annul  (6) 

18  Bargain;  cut  small  piece  (4) 
20  charge  for  service  (3) 

22  Single-beer  pub  (4,5) 

23  Out  of  tile  sun:  of  dubious 
legality  (5) 

24  All-female  event  (3.5) 


DOWN- 

1  Launcelot  — ,  Shylocfs  ser¬ 
vant  (5)  . 

2  PartofhorseTsfooc— ak, 
Russian  author  (7) 

3  Reference  line  [coord. 

geo/iL){4) 

4  Make  possible  (6) 

5  Picture;  likeness  (5j 

6  Temp,  bridge:  card  game  (7) 

7  Bunch  of  fktwers;  aroma  (7) 

12  Composed,  serioos  manner  (7) 

13  Muddle  up  (7)  * 

15  OvercomefT) 

16  Withdraw  {from  eg  federa¬ 
tion)® 

17  Fragranvwood  conifer  (5) 

19  Religious  devotion  (5) 

21  BJbkK  crackwiih dryness  f4) 


.THE  perimeter  consists  of  four  undued  thematic  elements.  All 
answers  are  entered  normally.  Across  clues  contain  an  extra 
letter  which  must  be  removed  before  solving,  the  due  after, 
removal  being  cryptically,  though  not  always  grammatically 
sound.  These  extra  letters  in  order  give  the  start  of  a  quotation. 
Down  answers  are  defined  correctly  but  cryptic  indications 
lead  to  the  answer  with  one  letter  advanced  in  the  alphabet  by 
some  value  (using  A*  1  to  Z=26  and  going  “round  the  end" 
where  necessary).  These  added  values  give  the  com  pterion  of 
the  quotation  arid  its  speaker.  Apart  from  some  proper  names 
all  entries  are  given  by  Chambers  (1993). 


ACROSS 

10.  Single  fault  in  American  edition  (7) 

13  A  rugby  back  on  line,  getting  one  knockout  point  for 
Harrow  (5) 

15  Harims  Scot  eyes  with'  insuffident  acquaintance  (7) 

16  Something  like  a  morsel  with  density  and  texture  (5) 

17  They  provide  protection  for  my  entry  into  squalid 
areas  pursuing  Australian  (7) 

18  Could  carrier  be  back  in  prison  nearly  after  one?  (6) 

19  He  takes  stock  erf  tough  screw  according  to  Spooner 

(7) 

20  Bom  Free’s  one  featured  in  Movie  Institute  lesson  (7) 

22  Piet  worker,  rumour  has  it,  is  one  under  age  (5) 

23  K  even  sold  running  shoe  to  South  Africa  —  more 
than  a  scandal!  (9) 

2S  Whisper  stammered  okay  about  Starr  returning,  not 
lead  fl) 

29  Wearing  dress  with  the  bared  back  acquired  by 
limited  edition  (5) 

30  Corrupt  private  secretary,  forced  to  retire,  wept  (7) 
33  Uneasily  going  outside  to  lay  out  rope  that's  close  to 

tearing  f7) 

36  Take  away  protection  from  bone  with  old  probe  (6) 

37  One  accepting  risky  political  office  loses  important 
letter  herd  (7) 


Impressive!  Not  many  spent  recklessly,  endlessly  (5) 
Disparate  authors  have  written  about  this  creature 

P) 

Maiden  loses  head  in  statue  that's  stunted  (5) 

He'S  brought  in  to  pin  a  kilim  back  for  Indian  (7) 


DOWN 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  970 
ACROSS:  2 Pass/over  6 Voodoo  8 

10  Avert  12  Lama  Dome  16  One-man  band  18  Scone  20  Hostrfe 

21  Exodus  22  Immune  23  Sargasso 

DOWN:  I  Somehow  2  Porridge  3  Slogan  JVerB! 

7  Dominion  II Verbatim  DOratono  Mlnchne  15 Assess 

Sfttoeas19 nRmnnnM  rn 


SPECIAL  OFFER  Oottany  ihrwbooks  purtitased 
10.11.13  £43  each.  The  TawsCooase 
Boots  4  &  5  £325  each. 


Pi 

» m 

Wrplrj 

mss&m. 

r  J  mi. 

Bad  luck  over  street  robbery  (5) 

Enjoy  -oneself  in  America  with  sailor?  Whichever 
way  you  took  at  it  that’s  fishy  (6) 

Salome  dancing  gets  head  off  theologian’s  body  (5) 
Cape  forward  dives,  securing  three  points  (9) 

Also  1  secured  support  for  branch  destroyed  in  fire 

(7) 

Cooked  rare,  note,  one  is  a  'bloody'  problem  (7) 
Girl,  possibly  foreign,  from  Greek  city  turning 
native  (7) 

Avoid  work,  cutting  lawn  with  this?  (5) 

Female  shark  certainly  unknown  in  America  (7) 
Early  saints  country  (7) 

Servant's  given  small  amount  by  custom  with  little 
time  to  finish  off  chore  (9) 

He  has  made  particular  provision  for  law  about 
handgun  craning  to  nothing  (7) 

Drunken  Scots  in  rowing  boat  having  harmonious 
relationship  (7) 

Tam  client's  eccentric  man  about  town  (7) 

Fbod  shop  finding  most  of  fruit  decay  is  able  to  be 
•  removed  (7) 

Antique  cunningly  made  with  dainty  interior  is 
impressive  (7) 

A  fool,  I  did  Ring  in  reverse  on  first  of  cycles  (6) 
Lightweight  material  used  by  lovely  drag-artist  (5) 
Macintosh's  query  as  to  source  as  to  source  of  weak 
musical  (5) 

Lament  Australian's  presence  in  pool  (5) 


Solution  to  No  3386: 

,  Eight  Ways  by  Alenin 

Completed  intermediate 
diagram.  Solvers  were  expected 
to  send  a  solution  with  the  colours 
onfy,  no  letters  showing. 

Answers: 

1  Tactful.  2  Arch  angelic, 

3  Besee,  4  Escheat.  5  Stick. 

6  Eta,  7  Aha,  8  Naffer.  9  Cher, 

10  Wane,  11  Kabde.  12  Aesc, 

13  Wight.  14  Hebe,  15  Tahr, 

16  Idle.  17  Glad,  IS  Blew, 

19  Taco,  20  Leu,  21  Paine, 

22  Tuba,  23  Elegiac,  24  Ball, 

25  Lar,  26  Cid,  27  Yard,  27  You 

The  winners  are  J.P.  and  Ej\.  Ruff  of  Eastleigh, 
Hampshire 

The  two  runners-up  are  R.  Tyler  of  Exeter  and 
Mr  and  Mrs  P.C.  Hall  of  Poole,  Dorset 
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WATERSTONE’S  CHRISTMAS  CROSSWORD  No  3389 


NAME . 

ADDRESS. 


Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Waterstone’s  Christinas  Crossword  No  3389.  63  Green  Lane,  St 
Allans,  Hertfordshire  AL3  6HE,  by  Friday.  January  3, 1997. 


w 

WATERSTONFS 


The  winner  of  The 
Waterstone’s  Christmas 
Crossword  wifi  receive  a  £75 
voucher  and  a  jeroboam  of 
Moet  &  Chandon  champagne. 
Five  runners-up  will  each 
receive  a  E10  voucher 


Waternoort  first  opened  a  bookshop  in  1982  and  now  has  a  branch  in  virtually  every 
major  (own  and  diy  in  the  UK  and  Irebmd.  Each  of  iu  IftVodd  branches  has  at  leui 
SOJXO  titles  in  slock  and  can  order  any  book  currently  in  prini  biihe  UK.  Oui-wf-Prim 
Boaksearch.  01892  522700.  Mailing  Soviet  and  Signed  Rrsl  Editions,  01225+485%.  For 
your  nearest  brand]  of  Wnterstone’s,  call  0181-742  3800. 


WEEKEND  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21  1996 


TRAVEL 


0171 481 4000 {PRIVATE} 
FAX:  0171 481 9313 


Because  we  think  the  world  of  you  . 

current  best  buys  on  the  world's  finest  airlines 


SYDNEY 

PBflH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SHGAPQRE 

Bftli 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 

DELHI 


008  abn 
bom 

£347  £529 
£319  £514 
.£319  £569 
£238  £396 
£272  £454 
£242  £418 
£326  £495 
£336  £561 
£267  £495 
£198  £381 


NEW  YORK 
BOSTON 
FLORIDA 
LOS  ANGELES 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
DENVER 
TORONTO 
CARIBBEAN 
MEXICO  CITY 


IWt<BL—  — 

£122  £165  JOTOG  £264  £385 

£138  £188  CAPETOWN  £333  £556 

£158  E235  HARARE  £333  E4S 

£217  £256  NAB081  £229  £329 

£217  £256  DUBAI  £165  EZ75 

£256  £256  CAHO  £145  £242 

£138  £234  AMSTERDAM  £63  £69 

£175  £322  GENEVA  £111  £119 

£248  £374  HJROSTAR  TO  PARIS  rfei  £59 

£274  £457  AROUND  THE  WORLD  £689 


TRAIL 


'i  Mti  IL'.'JiE  1  V 

J  llv  ML  "ft  i  ), 


ERS>-)- 


worldwide  attention  to  detail 


THE  TRAVEL  EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA  FROM  £514  RETURN 
NEW  ZEALAND  FROM  £569  RETURN 

Book  now  for  the  best  fares  on  quality  scheduled  airlines. 


plus  discounted  quality  accommodation  per  room  per  night  from 


AUSTRALIA  ESS  •  USA  £31  -  AFRICA  £37  •  PACIFIC  £42  -  ASIA  £38 
USA  CAR  Hfltt  FROM  E12  PER  DAY  •  CALL  NOW  FOR  OUR  WORLD  OR  NORIH  AMERICA  DIRECTORY  ON  0171  -938  3939 


r^nnz'j  Li -e  cpen  Mon-Sa!  S-tpm 


Trailfinders  does  not  impose  charges  on  credit  cards 


194  Kensington  High S&BBt  •  UWDWIWB7RG 


Brel  &  Business  Class:  0171-838  3444 
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—  will  be 


There  are  bad  tidings: 
that  bulge  in  your 
Christinas  stocking  is 
only  a  tangerine.  The 
nearest  you  are  going  to  get  to 
that  little  sports  car  you 
dreamt  about  for  Christmas  is 
a  Dinky  toy  unless  you  asked 
Santa  months  ago. ..  .  ." 

For  this  is  the  Christmas 
when  Santa's  sack  is  bare  of 
all  the  most  desirable  toys. 
Pine  wistfully  for  your  Mer¬ 
cedes  SLK.  Porsche  Boxster. 
Jaguar  XK8  or  MGF  — 
because  there  is  none  to  be  bad 
anywhere  in  Britain.  • 

The  SLK  has  not  only  sold 
out.  dealers  this  -week-,  were 
refusing  deposits  because 
waiting  lists  are  an  average 
two  years.  Go  to  some  Mer-' 
cedes  showrooms  and  a  glum 
salesman  will  tell  you  tot  wait 
as  king  as  four  years,  such  is 
worldwide  demand  for  Merce¬ 
des’  cute  £30,000  sportster. 

Even  if  you  look  for  an 
alternative  to  the  SDK.  you  wifl 
have  plenty  of  time  to  knit  a 
nice  new  stocking  for  the  end 
of  your  bed  because  it  wCl  be 
next  Christmas  before  foe 
waiting  Uses  dear;  on  most  of 


j LT’X'o 
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For  the  man who  has  everything:  you  can  buy  him  a  Maserati  300S  —  the  finest  sports  car  Stirling  Moss  ever  drove — for  £500.000.  The  price  is  not  likely  to  drop  in  the  January  sales  if  you  decide  to  wait 


the- others  in  the  top  ten 
seasonal  “wish  list”:  at  least  a 
year  each  for  the  BMW  Z3and 
the  Ptxreche  Boxster,  whfle 
Jaguardeaters  this  week  were 
saying  they  cannot  get  their 
hands  on  airy  more'  gorgeous 
new  £50,000  XK8coup6s  or 
amvertiWesamnl  October. 

One  Porsche  dealer  says: 
“We  were  taking  orders  two 
years  ago  even  .before,  people 
saw  the  car.  There  is  nothing 
we  can  do  because  there  just 
aren’t  enough,  cars  to  satisfy 
the  demand." 

Even  -sub:£20$00  vehicles 
are  in  short  supply,  .fiat 
CoupSs,  foe  MGFand  foe  AHa 
< 3TV  axe  missing  frani  show¬ 


rooms,  presumed  snapped  up 
by  enthusiasts.  And  the  most- 
praised  car  of  the  year,  the 
innovative  .Lotus  Elise.  is 
scarcer  than  a  tuTkey  at  foe 
January  sales.  The  company  is 
only  able  to  make  around 
1.200  a  year  at  foe  moment  — 
and  they  have  already  been 
sold,  so  executives  are  warn¬ 
ing,  that  customers  will  have  to 
wait  IS  months  before  they  see 
first  sight  of  that  futuristic 
aluminium  chassis. 

But  if  you  really  are  desper¬ 
ate  for  that  last-minute  Christ¬ 
mas  gift,  you  could  cheat, 
bypass  Santa  and  try  Tom 
Hartley  instead.  Even  though 
he  has  no  elves  to  help  him. 


■  Tom  has  sold  eight  SLKs  — 
four  for  Christmas  presents  — 
in  the  last  month  at  the  same 
time  as  many  Mercedes  deal¬ 
ers  were  biting  their  nails 
waiting  for  the  aelivexy  of  just 
me  car.  The  premium  for 
beating  the  fouryear  queue 
was  £15000  over  list  price,  but 
when  foe  cupboards  are  this 
bare,  some  buyers  simply  will 
not  wait 

Tom  will  have  Boxsters  in 
stock  before  some  Porsche 
dealers,  probably  at  a  £5,000 
premium  over  foe  £19,950  list 
price,  depending  on  demand, 
while  the  first  Bentley  Conti¬ 
nental  T  —  foe  fastest  and 
probably  the  most  desirable 


Bentley  yet  —  will  land  in  his 
showroom  in  Overseal,  Der¬ 
byshire,  ready  for  January  I 
delivery.  Price  £228,000, 
which  is  £8JXX)  over  list,  but 
this  is  the  most  exotic  of  the 
exotic,  a  model  so  rare  that 
buyers  will  scratch  your  eyes 
out  to  get  one. 


Not  Tom.  because  he 
has  15  years’  expe¬ 
rience  in  buying 
and  selling  the  cars 
that  nobody  else  can  Bnd. 
When  the  waiting  lists  build, 
foe  desperate  turn  to  Tom. 
whose  contacts  range  across 
the  countiy  making  him  mo¬ 
toring's  Mr  fix-it  If  it  exists. 


he  can  find  it  “People  know 
they  can  trust  me,"  he  says.  “I 
aim  to  get  any  car  to  a 
customer  within  a  week  of  the 
order.  If  I  cant  get  it,  I  say 
straight  away.  But  foe  deal  is 
always  fair  and  I  will  be 
flexible  as  much  as  I  can  be. 

The  SLK  has  been  very, 
very  popular  and  there  will  be 
a  few  ladies  waking  up  on 
Christmas  morning  to  a  nice 
new  sports  car.  But  ordering 
was  so  far  ahead,  lots  of  people 
will  be  disappointed." 

If  your  Christmas  gift  list 
has  been  reduced  to  a  straight 
choice  between  socks,  a  scarf 
and  talcum  power  or  writing 
out  a  cheque  which  would  pay 


for  a  four-bed  roomed  de¬ 
tached.  then  Santa  might  still 
be  able  to  come  to  your  aid. 

There  are  some  exclusive 
cars  still  available,  not  bar¬ 
gains  exactly  and  not  likely  to 
have  their  sticker  prices 
slashed  in  the  January  sales 
even  if  you  deride  to  wait 

What  about  foe  last  of  ten 
James  Young  Bentleys  which 
is  on  sale  at  H.  R.  Owen  in 
London,  for  example?  Bad 
news:  it  is  £190.000.  Good 
news:  based  on  a  150mph 
Turbo  R.  the  James  Young 
conversion  has  added  a  dra¬ 
matic  blade  pearl escent  finish 
to  an  equally  dramatic  black 
and  yellow  interior  (suitable 


transport  for  a  mill  ionaire  bee¬ 
keeper.  perhaps),  with  built-in 
attache  case,  umbrella  and  40 
other  goodies  to  keep  you 
occupied  while  you  drive  in  the 
ultimate  flying  tank. 

Or  you  could  try  something 
even  more  exotic  such  as  the 
Maserati  3O0S  on  sale  at  foe 
Paradise  Garage  in  London. 
Stirling  Moss  said  the  six- 
cylinder,  3-litre  “Maser",  first 
raced  in  1956,  was  the  finest 
sports  car  he  ever  drove  —  and 
now  you  can  find  out  what  he 
was  talking  about.  A  snip  at 
£500,000  or  (hereabouts.  Oh. 
go  on,  Scrooge.  Buy  it:  It'S 
Christmas  —  and  anyway, 
there’s  nothing  else  left. 


ri 
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MOTORS  YOU  CAN  HAVE  IN  YOUR  STOCKING 
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Mercedes  SLK:  Up  tofour  years. 

Jaguar  XK8:  up  to  Eght  months. 

BMW Z3:  Earliest  delivery  1998/ 

Lotus  Elisa:  Eighteen  months.  1 

Porsche  Boxster:  Earnest  1998. 

Alta  GW:  Five  months. 

BMW  5-sertes:  eight  months.  - 

Flat  Coup*;  Four  months. 

Monxdea  E-cfms:  Eight  months: 

MGF:  Five  months. 
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Bentley  Continental  T:  £228,000  ono.  Fastest  Bentley  of  an  with  amazing  milled 
aluminium  dashboard  and  loads  of  luxury. 

Maserati  300S:  £500,000  one.  Super  cool  at  super  price.  The  sports  car  Stirling 
Moss  rates  above  a)!  others. 

James  Young  Bentley:  £190,000  ono.  Astonishing  upgrade  on  a  Turbo  R  with 
black  and  yetow  Lphdslery  aid  even  more  gadgets  foan  the  production  version. 


Mini:  £9,000  on  the  road.  Best  fun  you  can  have  with  your  clothes  on  this  party 
season.  Still  lovable,  even  though  middle-age  spread  has  put  up  the  price. 

ftaljet  scooter:  £2,500.  As  ridden  by  Michael  Schumacher  around  the  Formula 
One  paddock.  Available  in  Ferrari  red  and  yellow  at  H.  R.  Owen. 

Ford  Ka:  £7,350.  Ka  to  make  you  go  “AMT.  Cutesy-pie  looks  and  roomy  interior. 
And  you  could  be  first  to  get  one.  so  place  orders  now. 
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SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21 1996 


Verily,  the  man  named  Call  Me  Nico  was  of  the  place  of  the  Bush  of  the  Shepherd,  and  the  wise  men  rejoiced  because  it  was  not  sarf  of  the  river- 


Unto  us  a  Datsun 
shall  be  borne . . . 


And  it  came  to  pass  that 
three  wise  men  stumbled 
into  the  night  after  a  few 
flagons  at  the  Oriental 
Chib  apposite  Bond  Street  Tube 
station.  They  did  not  get  into  their 
cars  because  that  would  have 
made  them  three  foolish  men. 
Instead,  they  begun  hailing  black, 
cabs,  some  of  which  stopped  but 
none  of  which  was  prepared  to 
travel  sarf  of  the  river.  Guv. 

So  uften  was  this  reason  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  next  half  hour  that 
one  of  the  wise  men.  being  From 
out  of  town,  asked  why  no  one  had 
told  him  that  rhe  Thames  had 
changed  its  name  to  the  River  Guv. 
The  other  wise  men  thought  this  so 
amusing  that  the}-  fell  about  the 
pavement,  causing  the  next  convoy 
of  cab  drivers  to  switch  off  their 
For  Hire  signs  as  they  approached. 
The  three  men  steadied  them- 
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selves  and  resumed  hailing.  An 
aged  Datsun  stopped  a  few  yards 
away,  the  driver  got  out  and 
approached  the  three  wise  men: 
‘Thirty  pund,  1  take  anywhere 
you.  Be  hopping  in."  The  driver, 
whose  name  seemed  to  be  Call  Me 
Nico.  opened  one  of  the  car's  rear 


doors  with  a  wrench  (or  rather,  he 
took  out  a  wrench  in  order  to  open 
one  of  the  car's  rear  doors}  and  the 
wise  men  entered  to  a  smell  of 
apple  blossom  air  freshener  so 
powerful  it  almost  overcame  the 
stench  of  mildew  from  the  greying 
fleece  lining  the  rear  parcel  shelf. 

“Where  you  go?"  Call  Me  Nico 
said,  and  the  wisest  of  the  men 
replied:  “Follow  that  star."  Call  Me 
Nico  peered  through  his  wind¬ 
screen  looking  for  Madonna  or 
Bobby  Charlton,  two  of  the  few 
stars  whose  names  had  permeated 
the  Bosnian  hills  whence  he  came. 
Identifying  neither,  he  shrugged 
and  headed  west,  past  Harrods  and 
towards  the  Cromwell  Road.  Two 
of  the  wise  men  had  their  heads  out 
of  the  rear  windows,  gazing  at  the 
sky.  The  English.  Call  Me  Nico 
thought:  drink,  throw  up,  drink, 
throw  up.  is  all  ever  they  do. 


By  a  miracle  so  appropriate  at 
this  time  of  year.  Call  Me  Nico  and 
the  star  were  heading  in  the  same 
direction.  Two  of  the  wise  men 
congratulated  the  driver  on  this 
feat,  but  Call  Me  Nico  heard 
nothing  above  the  engine  roar  he 
had  removed  the  rear  silencer  to 
make  three  saucepans  so  that  his 
wife  could  cook  food. 


Nothing  much  happened  until 
Call  Me  Nico  drove  the  wrong  way 
round  the  Chiswick  roundabout 
and  set  off  down  the  right-hand 
carriageway  of  the  M4,  flashing 
his  lights  and  shouting  “Crazy 
bastards!”  at  oncoming!  cars-  The 
wise  men  were  alarmed,  but  Call 
Me  Nico  found  his  way  to  the  hard 
shoulder,  which  seemed  deserted. 


He  even  managed  to  get  into  the 
wrong  side  of  Heston  Services 
without  killing  anyone,  despite  his 
excitement  "Heston  Charlton! 
Heston  Chariton!  See,  I  find  star,  I 
find  star!  How  much  tip  you  me?” 

In  a  merciful  silence  at  the 
Heston  car  park,  the  wise  men 
explained  to  Call  Me  Nico  that  the 
star  they  sought  Was  in  the  sky.  “In 


sky  is  costing  more,'’  Call  Me  Nico 
said.  No.  the  wise  men  said,  the 

star  is  in  the  sky.  but  the  child  we 

seek  is  on  the  ground.  A  new  king 
is  bom  today  and  we  have  brought 
him  gifts  of  gold,  frankincense  and 
a  plastic  thing  from  Toys  R  Us  that 
plays  Jingle  Bells  (batteries  not 

included}. 

One  of  the  wise  men  was  gazing 
at  the  sky  through  a  telescope,  hut 
the  huge  lights  of  title  motorway  , 
and  the  approaching  dawn  bad 
combined  to  render  toe  star  near- 
invisible^  though  now  it  seemed,  to 
he  behind  them,  over  west  London. 

The  wise  men  were  glum.  Call  Me 
Nico  shuffled  his  feet  “I  got  to  go” 
he  announced.  “Home  to  Shep¬ 
herd’s  Bush.  Wife  she  have  baby, 
minute  any.” 

The  wise  men  lacked  the-  heart 
for  more  lurching  about  in  toe 
Datsun.  They  handed  Call  Me 
Nico  £30  and  walked  towards  toe 
restaurant  needing  coffee.  But  the 
wisest  of  the  men  stopped  and 
turned  on  the  others:  “Call  Me 
Nico  said  his  wife ..." 

They  found  the  driver  of  a  black 
cab,  taking  a  break  on  the  way 
back  from  Heathrow.  “Where  to, . 
Guv?"  he  said.  And  the  wise  men 
replied:  “Just  follow  that  Datsun." 
Shepherd’s  Bush  wasn't  sarf  of  the 
river,  thank  God.  *• 


Waiting  for  your  insurer’s  go-ahead  could  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  says  Vaughan  Freeman 
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5  Cambridgeshire.  . 

8  Merseyside  . 

7.  Staffordshire . 

7.  Warwickshire  .. 

B  Hertfordshire  . 

10  North  Yorkshire _ 

11  Lancashire. 

12  Essex  . 

13  Ctwyd 

14  Hampshire 

15  Humberside . 

16  Lincolnshire  .  . . 

17  West  Yorkshire.  ... 

18  Notlinghansfire 

19  East  Sussex . 

20  Cumbria . 

21  watshire . 

22  Sucks  . 

23  Berkshire .  .  .. 

24- Leicestershire  . . 
24- Hereford/Worcester. 
24-  Isle  of  Wight  .  .  .. 
27-West  Sussex  .  . . 
27-Comwafl . 

29  Kent . 

30  Oxfordshire . 

31  Derbyshire . 

32  Devon . 

33  Gloucestershire .  . 

34  Shropshire. 

35  Dorset . 

36-West  Glamorgan  . 
36-Powys 

38  Somerset 

39. Bedfordshire  .  . . 

39-Sou Ih  Glamorgan  . 

41  Gwynedd 

42  Northamptonstwe . . 

43  Norfolk . 

44  West  Midlands  . 

45  Dyfed  .  .  . 

46  South  Yorkshire 

47  Cleveland.  ... 

48  Durham . 

49  Northumberland  . 
50-Avon  . 

50-Mxf  Glamorgan 
52  Gwent  . 

53- Tyne  &  Wear 
S3- Suffolk  .  . 


1 000  pop. 

542 
521 
.4.71 
.  4.62 
.4.61 
.452 
4.45 
445 
.444 
.4 37 
4.32 
.  4.29 
.428 
423 
4.15 
4.14 
.4.13 
4.07 
329 

328 
326 
396 
324 
3-81 
3.81 
3-81 
3.76 
3.76 
.3.75 
.3.73 
.3.71 

329 
.3.68 
3.65 

.3.63 

.3.62 

362 

.3.61 

.357 

357 

352 

.351 

.3.68 

328 

337 

.335 

324 

.328 

.325 

320 

320 

3.19 

306 

.306 
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mong  the  last  things 
you  want  for  Christ¬ 
mas  is  a  dent.  The 
.wing  is  crumpled 
while  the  car  is  parked  in  a 
shopping  mail  and  the  holi¬ 
days  loom,  probably  meaning 
weeks  of  delay  before  an 
insurance  assessor  gels  within 
20  miles  of  your  vital  daily 
transport 

But  an  ingenious  new  ad¬ 
vance  that  turns  every  local 
garage  mechanic  and  panel 
beater  into  a  camera-equipped 
Steven  Spielberg  is  .sloshing 
the  time  it  takes  for  cars  to  be 
repaired,  cutting  costs  and 
reducing  inconvenience.  In¬ 
stead  of  waiting  for  an  asses¬ 
sor  to  turn  nut.  garages  simply 
video  the  car  so  insurers  can 
study  ihe  damage  on  screen.  It 
means  instant  assessment  so 
than  any  repairs  can  go  ahead 
immediately. 

Most  insurance  companies 
insist  that  a  damage  assess¬ 
ment  engineer  views  tile  car 
before  work  begins  on  a 
repair.  The  assessor  deter¬ 
mines  v.hai  has  happened, 
which  pans  need  to  be  re¬ 
placed  or  repaired  and  wheth¬ 
er  it  might  be  cheaper  to  write 
the  vehicle  off  as  scrap. 

It  is  a  highly  ^killed  job 
which  lakes  time,  often  a 
couple  of  days'  delay.  But 
without  that  assessment,  mo¬ 
torists  who  give  the  go-ahead 
for  repairs  do  so  at  their  peri! 
for  rhe  assessor  might  decide 
later  ihjt  the  car  is  nut  worth 
repairing  or  the  work  should 
have  been  done  for  less. 

Now  VELO,  a  Marlow- 
based  accident  management 


The  image  on  the  hand-held  camcorder  can  be  transmitted  to  a  screen  hundreds  of  miles  away  (below)  for  expert  assessors  to  make  their  decision 

Distance  no  object  when 
you  want  to  stake  a  claim 


company  handling  30.000 
company  cars,  has  introduced 
“Video Link"  to  cope  with  3,1X10 
or  so  insurance  claims  a 
month,  many  involving  acci¬ 
dent  damage. 

All  100  or  so  approved 
VELO  repair  centres  are  now 
equipped  with  hand-held 
camcorders.  .As  sonn  as  a  car  is 
brought  in.  a  mechanic  views 
the  damaged  areas  with  the 
video  camara. 


T! 


(he information  is  then 
sent  electronical!)  via 
a  BT  telephone  line 
and  a  modem  link,  to 
VELO’s  offices.  Within  two 
hours  of  a  car  arriving  al  a 
garage,  a  video  image  appears 
on  a  computer  screen,  together 
with  toe  garage's  estimate  for 
repairing  rhe  damage. 

Engineers  at  VELO  can 
then  view  the  damaged  car  as 
if  they  were  standing  in  from 
of  it  and  make  an  instant  and 
informed  decision  on  whether 
the  estimate  is  correct,  ur  if  the 
damage  needs  closer  inspec¬ 
tion  on  site.  They  tan  discuss 
the  car  with  the  garage,  and  if 
necessary  order  up  different 
video  images  to  get  a  more 


able  to  decide  from  here,  even 
iF  the  car  is  hundreds  of  miles 
away,  whether  a  part  needs  to 
be  replaced  or  if  a  cheaper 
repair  will  work  just  as  well 
and  so  save  the  cost  of  a  part." 


I 


accurate  idea  of  what  they  arc 
dealing  with. 

Today,  most  insurance  com¬ 
panies  will  give  the  go-ahead 
without  feeling  it  necessary  to 
send  out  an  assessing  engineer 
for  repairs  likely  to  incur  a 
labour  charge  or  under  £250, 
which  will  probably  result  in  a 
total  bill  of  about  £625.  With 


the  VELO  system  though, 
repairs  which  the  garage  ini¬ 
tially  estimates  might  cost 
anything  up  to  £750  m  labour, 
which  would  on  average  lead 
to  a  total  repair  biff  of  around 
£1575.  can  be  agreed  over  the 
phone. 

So  instead  of  waiting  up  to 
■4S  hours  for  an  assessor,  who 
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charges  between  £50  and  £40. 
most  repairs  cui  be  auth¬ 
orised  immediarety.This  mean 
toe  insurance  company  does 
not  have  to  face  the  extra  cost 
of  two  days'  worth  of  car  hire 
to  cover  while  the  damaged 
vehicle  is  out  of  action. 

Before  VideoUnk;  almost 
every  repair  estimated  to  cost 
more  than  £250  in  labour 
needed  an  an-site  visit  by  an 
assessor.  Now,  says  Phil  York. 
VELO’s  marketing  manager:: 
“Where  we  have  been  able  to 
give  the  go-ahead  to  repairs 
where  the  labour  charge  is  in 
the  1250  to  £500  bracket,  we 
have  been  able  to  da  away 
with  two-thirds  of  the  inspec¬ 
tions  of  .toe  on-site  engineer's 
assessments." 

Steve  Greene,  one  of  toe  on¬ 
screen  engineers,  soys:  “Be¬ 
fore.  unless  we  sent  an 
engineer  in,  we  had  to  pretty 
much  take  the  garage's  esti¬ 
mate  on  trust.  Now  we  can  gw 
much  more,  detail,  and  arc 


n  addition  to  streamlin¬ 
ing  the  whole  operation, 
the  system  ensures  that 
any  owners  able  to  con¬ 
vince  their  garage  to  give  the 
car  a  total  respray  while  a 
dented  wing  is  sorted,  or 
repair  half-a-dozen  parking 
bumps  while  genuine  crash 
damage  is  repaired,  will  no 
longer  be  able  to  slide  such 
tricks  past  the  insurance  firm. 

Videolink  works  in  con¬ 
junction  with  VELO's  £1  mil¬ 
lion  computerised  insurance 
processing  system,  known  as 
Claim  Flaw.  The  system,  the 
most  advanced  of  its  kind  in 
Europe,  virtually  eradicates 
the  30  to  500  or  so  bits  of  paper 
that  attach  to  each  claim. 
Fran  rhe  moment  a  motorist 
calls  with  details  of  the  dam¬ 
age  to  their  car,  to  the  moment 
a  claim  form  or  damage 
estimate  is  sent  out,  not  a  pen 
or  bit  of  paper  is  touched- 
The  Claim  Flow  computers 
write  letters  instantly,  keep 
files,  up  to  date  and  the  1300 
pages  of  documentation  that 
arrive  each  day  in  the  mail  are 
electronically  scanned  in  so. 
that  all  files  con  be  viewed  on 
computer  screen  rather  than  a 
grubby  piece  of  paper. 

The  bits  of  paper  are  still 
stored  in  case  they  are  needed 
should  the  claims  come  to 
court;  but  VELO  believes  that 
killing  oil  the  Dickensian  im¬ 
age  of  insurance  firms  labour¬ 
ing  on  parchment  with  quill 
pens  is  the  way  to  ensure 
competitive  insurance  premi¬ 
ums  and  improved  customer 
service.  . 


•  LONDON 

A406  East  Finchley.  Traffic 
down  to  a  single  lane  on  the 
North  Circular  road  be-  - 
tween  Henley’s  comer  (Al 
Falloden  Way)  and  Finch¬ 
ley  High  Road. 

A406  Upper  Edmonton. 

Major  roadworks  on  Angel 
Road  (North  Circular  Road} 
over  the  Lea  Vafley  Viaduct  to 
add  lanes,  flyovers  and 
tunnels. 

A3  Kingston.  Northbound 
lane  closure  on  the  Kingston 
Bypass  between  Shannon 
Comer  (A298)  and  Coombe 
Lane  junction  (A238)for 
work  on  Carters  Bodge. 

A321 2  Westminster.  Bridge 
Street  and  Victoria  Embank¬ 
ment  dosed  9pm-6am  at 
weekends  in  places  between 
Parliament  Square  and 
Westminster  Bridge. 

A224  Saint  Mary  Cray. 

Lane  dosed  on  Sevenoaks 
Way  for  sewer  construction 
work  on  Lessons  Hill. 

•  SOUTH-EAST 

A4  Reading,  Berkshire. 
Restrictions  and  lane  closures 
for  widening  work  between 
the  Hogarth  Roundabout  and 
Burfield  Road. 

A329M  Reading,  Berkshire. 
One  lane  dosed  in  both  direc¬ 
tions  from  10am-3pm  over 
the  M4  at  junction  10,  between 
Reacfing  and  Wokingham. 

A27  Brighton.  Overnight 
(10pm-6am)  maintenance 
work  on  the  Brighton  By¬ 
pass  between  Hanqleton  Junc¬ 
tion  and  DitchKng  Road 
Bridge. 

A23  Patcham,  East  Sussex. 
Lane  dosed  on  the  slip  roads, 
with  various  other  local 
restrictions  in  place. 

M27  Hampshire.  Long-term 
roadworks  with  a  contraflow  in 
place  between  Southamp¬ 
ton  East  and  Fareham. 

M25  Surrey.  Restrictions 
and  lane  closures  both  ways 
between  Godstone  and  the 
A3  as  major  widening  work 
continues  along  the  19-mite 
stretch. 

A3  Surrey.  Hogs  Back 
(A31),  long-term  roadworks  at 
Stag  Hill  flyover.  Various 
restrictions  In  place. 

•  SOUTH-WEST 

A390  Treiiske  Roundabout, 
Truro,  Cornwall.  Contraflow 
due  to  construction  work. 

A30  Victoria,  between  In¬ 
dian  Queens  and  Bodmin, 
Cornwall.  Temporary  lights 
for  resurfacing  work. 

A35  Barrack  Road,  Christ¬ 
church,  Dorset  Lane  closed  in 
both  directions  for  work  on 
a  new  roundabout 
M5  Gloucestershire.  Major 
roadworks  with  only  one  lane 
open  at  roundabout  Func¬ 
tion  with  A41 9. 

M5  Gloucestershire.  Road¬ 
works  for  construction  of  a 
new  road  layout  on  the 
junction  roundabout  at  Jt7 
(Bristol  West). 

M5  Gloucestershire. 


Contraflow  across 
Avon  mouth  Bridge  with  a 
50mph  limit 
Swindon,  Wiltshire. 
Construction  work  on  Herring 
Way  with  restrictions  be-  • 
tween  the  Magic  Roundabout 
and  Whalebridge. 

•  MIDLANDS  AND 
EAST  ANGLIA 

A6  Lockington,  Leicester¬ 
shire.  Contraflow  from  just 
north  of  Ml  J24  to  Sawtey 
Island,  with  no  right  turn  into 
Dorrington  Lane. 

A52  near  Grantham,  Not- .  . 
tinghamshire.  Temporary 
Fights  over  Not&ngam  Road 
bridge.  Diversions  via  B1174 
and  AS07. 

A500  Staffordshire. 

Contraflow  on  D-road  between 
Talks  and  Stoke-on-Trent 

•  NORTH 

M6  Cheshire.  Reduced  to 
three  narrow  lanes  by  the 
widening  work  near 
Thelwall Viaduct  -  - 

M6  Cumbria.  Contraflow 
with  two  lanes  in  both  direc¬ 
tions  and  SOmph  limit  be¬ 
tween  J37  (Kendal)  and  J38 
(rebay). 

A62  Chadderton,  Greater 
Manchester.  M66  construction 
work  on  Oldham  Road  at 
junction  with  Hollinwood 

Avocm  io 

A59  Much  Hoole,  Lan¬ 
cashire.  Resurfacing  work  on 
Liverpool  Road  causing 
major  hold-ups  heading  to  and 
from  Preston. 

Ml  West  Yorkshire.  Major 
long-term  roadworks  continue 
around  the  Leeds  junction 
with  lane  and  speed  restric¬ 
tions.  Expect  delays  on  Ml, 
M621  and  Dewsbury  Road. 

•  WALES 
A482  Aberaeron. 

Cerecfigion.  Upper  Aberaeron 
Bridge  on  South  Road 
dosed  for  reconstruction  work. 
Diversions  via  Pantag  Road 
and  the  A487. 

A470  north  of  Cefn  Coed, 
Merthyr  Tydfil.  Temporary 
lights  on  Brecon  road  for 
major  works.  40mph  on  A465 
at  Cefn  Coed  with  temp 
lights  on  Aberdare  Road. 

M4  Monmouthshire.  Lane 
closures  between  the  Magor 
and  Newport  junctions. 

M4  Swansea.  Carriageway 
reduced  to  one  lane  In  both 
directions  for  roadworks 
between  Swansea  and  Uaneffl. 
A472  Pontypool,  Torfaen.  .- 
Contraflow  between 
Pontymoile  and  Heron 
roundabout 

•  SCOTLAND 

MS  Edinburgh.  Junction  2 
Newbridge  Spur  (M9).  Major 
roadworks,  with  lane  clo¬ 
sures  on  the  roundabout 
A9  Green)  oaninq,  Perth  & 
Kinross.  Contraflow  four  mites 
east  of  Dunkekf. 

AS  98  Erskine  Bridge,  Ren¬ 
frewshire.  Bridge  wily  open  to 
car  and  light  vehicles.  Di¬ 
versions  for  HGVs. 
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Helen  Mound  wonders  if  a  blue  badge  and  green  wellies  mix,  while  Roger  Bell  tests  Ford’s  mighty  4x4 


ROAD  TEST 


Very  heavy,  but 
you  get  a  lot  of 
car  for  the  price 


Doing  its  rock-climbing 
party  trick  in  a  quarry 
somewhere  in  Scot¬ 
land.  the  Ford  Explorer  had 
me  grinning  from  ear  to  ear 
Mid  my  wife  praying  for  terra 
firma.  Nose-diving  a  preci¬ 
pice,  it  struck  me  that  anyone 
with  a  penchant  for  big.  butch 
off-rtraders  will  love  litis  larg¬ 
er-than-life  American  import. 

My  first  reaction  to  the 
Explorer  was  that  it  fdt  cum¬ 
bersome;  agitated  and  slow. 
Its  on-road  performance  is  no 
better  than  that  of  a  Ford 
Mortdeo  l£  costing  over 
£10.000  less.  Handling  and 
agility  is  nothing  like  so  good. 
But  that's  the  way  h  is  with 
heavyweight  off-roaders.  If 
you  want  a  vehicle  that  scram¬ 
bles  irresistibly  on  the  rough 
stuff,  you  cannot  _____ 
expect  it  to  fed  like 
an  accomplished  Will 

family  saloon  on 
smooth  tarmac  PVc 

Off-roaders  CAC 

seem  at  last  to  have  or 

saturated  the  ur-  ut 

ban  jungle  After  a  , 

decade  of  spedacu-  • 

lar  growth,  the  4x4  r 

market  here  has 
peaked  if  this 
year's  sales,  slight-  S6C 

ly  down  on  M95*s  _____ 

at  around  88.000.  ' 

are  a  guide.  Even  with  the 
market  in  decline,  though. 
Ford  reckons  it  should  have  a 
larger  slice  of  the  action. 

After  the  success  of  Chrys- 
ler’s  Jeep  Cherokee,  Ford  was 
expected  to  promote  the  Ex¬ 
plorer's  “Made  In  the  US" 
labeL  It  won't.  Instead,  it  will 
focus  on  a  highly  competitive 
price  of  around  £25,000.  For 
this,  you  get  a  whopping  five- 
door,  five-sealer,  a  4.0-litre  V6 
engine  and  five-speed  auto¬ 
matic  transmission.  Standard 
equipment  includes  anti-lock 
brakes,  two  airbags,  powered 
seats,  air  conditioning,  cruise 
control,  even  a  digital  com¬ 
pass.  There  are  no  manual  or 
diesel  alternatives.  What  you 
see  here  is  what's  on  offer  at 
160  specialist  Ford  dealers. 

Slotting  in  above  the  Mav¬ 
erick  (a  junior  sibling  by  a 
different  marriage),  the 
chrome-wheeled,  balloon- 
tyred  Explorer  —  at  18&5ms. 
it’s  longer  than  a  Range  Rover 
—  is  a  big.  handsome  vehicle 
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Explorer:  after  the  unremarkable  Maverick,  what  Ford  executives  have  had  to  ask  themselves  is  whether  Britain  really  can  Cate  yet  another  comprfitor  in  the  4x4  market 


Britain 


It  is  the  worlds  bestselling  off- 
reader  —  but  has  taken  six 
years  to  reach  Britain.  Ford  has 
sold  more  than  2  million  of  its 
Explorer  4x4  vehicles  in  60  countries 
since  it  was  launched.  America  had 
the  first  vdiides  in  4990.  and  Europe, 
has  had  the  Explorer  m  its  show¬ 
rooms  for  tine  past  three  years.  . 

Now  Britain  gels  the  chance  to 
sample  the  4x4.  which  will  be  the 
biggest  off-reader'  with  the  most 
powerful  V6  4x4  engine  on  sale  in  ftis 
country,  dwarfing  even  the  Range 
Rover  —  although  not  m  the  price 
department 

Ford  says  Britain  has  had  to  wait 
because  erf  the  high  cost  of  tailoring  a 
US-built  vehicle  to  a  market  with 
different  requirements  —  and  the 
steering  wheel  on  the;  “wrong"  ride. 
Converting  the  Explorer  to  right- 
hand  drive,  devdoping  the  most 
powerful  V6  engine  m  ils  dass  and 
designing  the  world's  first  five-speed 
automatic  gearbox  for  an  off-reader 
required  lots  of  time  and  money. 

Cynics  prefer  to  believe  the  wait 
had  more  to  do  with.  Ford  having  its 
fingers  burnt  by  its  first  venture  into 
the  4x4  market  in  Europe  with  the 
unremarkable  Maverick,  a  joint  ven- 


Turkey 

with 

added 

petrol 

IT  WAS  Christmas  Eve.  and 
in  the  kitchen  a  young  wife 
was  preparing  to  stuff  the 
turkey  when  her  husband 
appeared  in  the  doorway  — 
and  not  bearing  gifts,  writes 
lan  Morton . 

Staggering  slightly  under 

the  weight  of  a  small  engine 

and  balancing  a  reeking  can 

of  petrol  he  said  he  wanted 

to  damp  flic  engjne  to  the 
side  of  the  sink — and  coaid 
she  bold  the  can  and  allow 
petrol  to  drip  into  the  car¬ 
burettor  while  he.  cranked 
the  engine? 

Unhesitatingly,  she 
scooped  up  the  turkey  and 
staffing  ingredients,  then 
did  as  be  had  asked.  Finally 
the  engine  spluttered  into 
life,  ft  ran  for  55  seconds  — 
her  husband  timed  it.  and 
noted  it  exactly.  „ 

He  pronounced  hnnself 
highly  satisfied,  undamped 
the  engine  and  carried  it 
triumphantly  off  to  his 
workshop  in  the  died  be¬ 
hind  the  house,  leaving  his 
■wife  in  a  haze  of  exhaust  to 
scrub  the  suik  area  dean  of 
oil  and  petrol  traces  before. 
yfling  on  with  the  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner.  An  understand' 
ing  lady  willing  and  aide  to 
share  her  man's  enthnsa-. 
ggwe,  or  a  sadly  downtroti* 
den  and  fearful  woman 
bmffied  by  a  preoccupied 


hire  with.  Nissan.  Nissan  builds  its 
own  TerraOD  and  the  Maverick  on 
the  saira  production  line,  but  neither 
has  captured  the  imagination  like 
Land  Rovofs  Discovery. 

•  NowRad  feces  the  prospect  of  4x4 
buyers  who  want a.  blue  oval  on  the 
bonnet  upgrading  from  top-end 
Mavericks  to  the  Explorer.  Spend  an 
extra  £4,420  and  4x4  drivers  can  step 
up  from  the  top  2.7-lhre  turbo-diesel 
Maverick  with  five  doors  to  the 
£25JS7D  Explorer,  which  has  just  as 
much  equipment  —  air-conditioning, 
twin  front  airbags  and  anti-lock 
brakes — as  well  as  a  more  powerful 
engine,  more  space  and  a  new  five- 
speed  automatic  transmission. 

Ford  says  the  two  offroaders,  are. 
aimed  at  different  markets:  the  Mav- 

To  t^^iffeterices,  the 

Maverick!  has  been-  relaunched  with 
one  trim  level  only  so  that  Bud’S  4x4 
Bne-up  ranges  from  tire  Maverick 
GLS  (two  engine  options.  2.4  petrol  or 
Z7  diesel  in  three-  or  five-door 
versions)  and  the  Explorer  (4-licre  V6 
and  five-door  only). 

Where  the  advertising  campaign 
for  the  Maverick  has  bon  loud  and 
lively  and  aimed  at  potentially  youn¬ 


ger  buyers  who  want  offroad  enter¬ 
tainment,  Ford  plans  an  being  more 
methodical  with  the  Explorer. 

“Although  Ford  is  a  big  offroad 
name  in  the  Uinted  States,  we  need  to 
strengthen '  our  ;4x4  credentials  in 
Britain  before  we  can  go  stampeding 
into  tire  UK  offroad  market,”  ex¬ 
plains  Nav  Sidhu  at  Fond. 

The  company  will  sell  just  2^00 
Explorers  in  1997  to  help  develop  a 
level  of  exclusivity  and  maintain 
reasonable  resale  values!  lb  draw  the 
contrast,  Ford  sells  up  to  5,000 
Mavericks  a  year  —  but  second-hand 
values  can  drop  as  much  as  £5,000  in 
just  six  months. 

.  What  Ford  executives  have  had  to 
ask  themselves  is  whether  Britain 
really  can  take  yet  another  competitor 
in  die  market  Dealer  forecourts  are 
already  jammed  with  nearly  new  off- 
roaders.  and  second-hand  prices  are 
showing  evidence  of  oversupply. 

Determined  that  the  Explorer  will 
not  suffer  a  similar  downfall,  Ford 
has  established  a  network  of  160 
dealers  dedicated  to  selling  what  it 
hopes  will  become  a  fashionable 
niche  model.  Developed  from  new 
and  existing  dealerships  the  “sports 
coupe  and  offroad  specialist  dealers" 


■will  sell  the  Ford  Probe  and  Maverick 
alongside  the  new  Explorer. 

The  Explorer  feces  tough  competi¬ 
tion  —  not  least  all  from  its  fierce 
US  adversary,  the  Jeep  Grand  Chero¬ 
kee.  Until  now.  Jeep  has  had  the 
monopoly  on  American  4x4  sales  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  but  battle  is  about 
to  commence  in  this  country  between 
the  arch  rivals. 


Unlike  foe  popular  Grand 
Cherokee,  the  Explorer 
displays  several  less  than 
endearing  American  char¬ 
acteristics:  the  chiming  door-open 
warning  signal  that  cannot  be 
switched  off,  its  fiddly  key-operated 
fuel  filler  and  its  garish  lodes  are  let¬ 
downs.  And  it’s  huge  bulk  might 
prove  a  problem  for  some  drivers  on 
our  tight  and  twisty  roads.  Bigger 
titan  a  Range  Rover,  bulkier  than  a 
Shogun,  the  Explorer  is  fearsome. 

Forget  bulk  though:  the  sticker 
price  is  what  matters  and  the 
Explorer’s  £25.870  makes  the  Jeep 
Grand  Cherokee’s  £29,550  look  steep, 
the  Land  Rover  Discovery's  £30,690 
look  crazy,  the  Mitsubishi  Shogun'S 
£37,590  outrageous  and  the  Range 
Rovert  £39,715  seem  ludicrous. 


But  there  are  seme  drawbacks,  one 
of  which  is  the  humdrum  blue  oval 
badge.  No  self-respecting  member  of 
the  “green  wdhe"  brigade  would  be 
seen  driving  a  Ford  offroader,  which 
explains  Forties  worries  about  the 
company  gaining  the  right  creden¬ 
tials.  In  a  market  which  profits  from 
a  high  degree  of  snobbery.  Ford 
might  have  its  work  cut  out  to  win 
customers. 

Despite  costing  nearly  £14.000  less 
than  a  Range  Rover  4.0  VS  SE,  the 
Ford  Explorer  improves  on  the 
“master  of  off-roaders"  with  electric 
front  seats,  automatic  transmission, 
electric  sunroof,  a  more  spacious  boot 
and  is  a  whole  second  swifter  in  a  0- 
bOmph  sprint.  Nevertheless,  many 
Range  Rover  owners  are  unlikely  to 
convert,  even  if  the  Explorer  is  the 
world’s  best  selling  4x4. 

77ie  competition  —  and  what  they  cast: 
Land  Rover  Discovery  (£  19265  to  £30690): 
Vauxhall  Frvntera  (£15,470  to  £20,4701; 
Toyota  RAV  4  ( £14369  to  £17261); 
Mitsubishi  Shogun  (£19360  to  £37390); 
(Range  Rover  (E3SJ30  to  £47265):  Suzuki 
Vitara  (£10.920  to  £16200);  Jeep  Cherokee 
(£(7350  to  £24250):  Jeep  Grand  Cherokee 
(£29350  to  £30350);  Nissan  Terrano 
(£17600  to  £23,100);  Ford  Maverick 
(£17650  to  £21,450) 


While  not 
exactly 
agile, 
it  still 
feels 
secure 


with  lots  of  presence.  You  sit 
tall,  all  the  better  to  see  out,  in 
seats  that  cosset  as  well  as 
they  embrace. 

Legroom  in  the  back  is 
generous.  luggage  accommo¬ 
dation  colossal-  A  double¬ 
acting  handle  releases  either 
the  rear  window  or  the  tail¬ 
gate,  unencumbered  by  a 
hanging  spare  wheeL  As 
when  loading,  so  when  clam¬ 
bering  in  and  out,  it’s  all  loo 
easy  ro  soil  your  dothes  on 
muddy  sills. 

By  offroader  standards,  the 
Explorer  puts  on  a  lusty 
display  of  musde,  its  206 
brake  horse  power  engine 
| made  in  Germany)  giving 
lively  acceleration.  In  over¬ 
drive  lop  —  which  can  be 
cancelled  —  the  Explorer  is 

_  exceptionally  long- 

legged  and  quiet. 
*  ITOt  Reasonably  eco¬ 
nomical,  too.  The 
•fly  gearbox  (made  in 

v  France)  shifts 
|p  seamlessly,  but  the 

1  9  stiff  selector,  short 
-jll  on  positions,  dis- 
courages  manual 
i  c  over-ride.  Low-ra- 

^  do  drive  is  selected 

by  a  dash-mounted 
ire  knob,  efimuiating 
the  need  for  a  sec- 
~ '  ond  gear  lever. 

Big  and  heavy  though  it  is. 
tire  twtHaa  Explorer  does  not 
feel  awkwardly  large  on  the 
road  —  except  when  parking. 
Even  then,  ft's  quite  easy  to 
manoeuvre.  1  liked  the 
weighty  fed  of  the  all-disc 
brakes,  but  anyone  used  to  a 
light  touch  may  find  them 
disconcertingly  heavy. 

Tough  but  primitive  sus¬ 
pension  denies  the  Explorer  a 
smooth  ride,  though  you  do 
get  used  to  the  choppy  motion. 
If  not  exactly  agile,  the  car 
feds  secure  and  sure-footed 
when  hustled  through  wet 
corners.  On  clean  Scottish 
tarmac,  the  big  tyres  gripped 
with  a  tenacity  I  suspect  they 
would  lack  on  emulsified 
surfaces  further  south. 

If  foe  Explorer  can  impress 
an  offroader  sceptic  like  me, 
Ford  will  have  no  trouble 
selling  its  quota  of 2300.  J  can 
see  prices  of  the  opposition  — 
Cherokee,  Monterey,  Discov¬ 
ery.  Range  Rover,  Shogun  — 
being  cut  just  to  compete: 


EXPLORER 


Engine:  Four-litre  V6  delivering  about  206bhp  through 
a  five-speed  automatic  transmission  with  four-wheel  drive. 
Performance:  O-bOmph  in  10.9  seconds,  top  speed 
106mph;  fuel  consumption,  urban  cycle  I55mpg.  extra 
urban  25.4m  pg,  combined  20.6mpg. 

Size:  Length  4.789mm;  height  1.730mm;  width  1,950mm. 
Equipment:  Anti-lock  brakes,  twin  airbags. 

Price  £25.870. 


The  ultimate  happy  family  man 


When  you  sit  around 
the  table  over  the 
holidays  determined 
to  amuse  a  squad  of  increas¬ 
ingly  fractious  children,  you 
should  think  of  the  Jaques 
family,  writes  David  Long. 

For  they  invented  the  board 
games  which  have  become  a 
staple  ingredient  in  the  diet  of 
Christmas  entertainment. 
Christopher  Jaques'  family 
has  passed  the  baton  for  six 
generations,  so  it  is. rally  fitting 
that  John  Jaques  and  Son  is 
the  company  which  invented 
Happy  Families. 

More  than  200  years  in  the 
business  (during  which  time 
they  also  created  Snakes  and 
Ladders,  Tiddly-winks  and 
Ludo)  more  than  justifies  the 
Jaques’  Claim  to  be  the  world's 
oldest  games  makers.  Today 
the  company  is  equally  well 
known  for  its  sports  equip¬ 
ment,  which  indudes  the  ta¬ 
ble-tennis  tables  (a  Jaques 
introduced  Ping-Pong  to  Brit¬ 
ain  in  1890)  and  champion- 
ship-levd  croquet  sets. 

In  fact  it  was  another 
Jaques,  John  IT  who  in  1851  at 
the  Great  Exhibition  first 
brought  croquet  to  England. 
Like  tiw  rest  of  the  family,  his 
great-grandson  Christopher  is 
himself  no  mean  malter,  but  it 
is  cars  that  arouse  his  passion, 
especially  tor  the  older 
Jaguars. 

Hew  did  you  first  learn 
to  drive? 

On  quiet  country  roads  in 
Cornwall  during  our  annual 
family  holiday  when  I  was  15 
and  then  later,  during  the  1956 
Suez  Crisis,  driving  unaccom¬ 
panied  which  learners  were 
still  permitted  to  do. 


Driven  man:  Henry  Ford,  cm  his  first  quadricyle 


Surety  fte  former,  fiw- this 
was  the  Christmas  of  1891, 


the  scene  was  tire  kitchen  of 
a  ren  ted  house  in  Bagi  ey 
Avenue!  Detroit  the  wife 
was  foe  recently  married 
Clara  Biyant  Ford  and  her 
husband  the  2&year<dd 
Henry,  one  of  many 
hopefuls :  working  round  the 
dock  in  the  city  of  automo¬ 
tive  dreams  to  grab  their 
shaft:  of  the  rewinds  as  the 
era  of  mechanical  mobility 

took  shape  around  them 
Thestory  of  the  Christmas 
Eve  kitchen  rink  engine  test 
has  been  related  proudly  by 
foe  couple's ..  great-grand- 
danghtecs.  Anon  and  Char¬ 
lotte  Eord.  They  never  saw 
Cfera  -as  anything  other 
than  a  patient. and  devoted 
wife  whose  unquestioned 
duty,  was  to  stand  by  her 
mania  the  best  traditions  of 
foe  American  pioneers. 

In  fact  Clara'S  wfifing 

forebearance  would  prove  to 

be  nothing  less  than  -a 
keystone  mlhe  foundations 
of  ipdary'S;  femimst  free- 

dknns  accojTtfng  to  Anna 

and  Charlotte. 

“By.  placing  herself  sec¬ 
ond  she  would  enable  those 


of  us  Doming  after  to  be 
first,"  they  said  in  a  book 
abont  the  Ford  family.  "7110 
automobile  has  had  an  enor¬ 
mous  effect  on  our  society: 
Especially  it  has  helped  to 
liberate  the  modem  woman. 
It  did  for  women  serially 
what  the  franchise  did  for 
women  politically.  The  mo¬ 
tor  car  gave  ns  freedom  and 
independence." 

HENRY  certainly  did  not 
regard  his  wife  as  downtrod- 
dm.  Indeed  his  nickname 
for  ho*  was  The  Believer, 
because  she  had  faith  in  him 
arid  encouraged  him  when 
everyone  else  was  deriding 
his  efforts. 

Ona  number  of  occasions 
he  pubfidy  acknowledged 
die  drill  he  owed  to  her 
unswerving  support,  and 
tlttty  must  have  respected 
each  other  because  they 
Kved  together  for  49  yearn. 

.  The  world  of  motiving 
probably  owes  more  than 
might  be  imagined  to  young 
Clara  Bryant  Ford  and  her 
wifely  patience "on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  ' 


I  JULIAN  HERBERT 


What  was  your  first  car? 

An  Austin  Seven  Special 
which  I  bought  after  selling 
my  father’s  Austin  Ten  for  £95. 
A  local  garage  bad  offered  him 
£60  for  it  and  be  told  me  I 
could  keep  anything  I  made  in 
excess  of  that. 

What  car  do  you  drive  now, 
and  why? 

A  Jaguar  XJ6  Series  III  which 
I  love  for  its  dassic  line  and 
tuneless  shape  as  well  as  for 
that  combination  of  effortless 
travel  and  silent  progress.  I 
am  at  a  loss  as  to  why  anyone 
would  choose  a  BMW  or  Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz  over  the  home¬ 
grown  product  I  also  have 
three  dassic  Jaguars  which 
share  the  same  splendid  XfC 
engine  —  two  XK120s,  rate  of 
which  is  a  special  lightweight 
model  and  an  XK140 — and  a 
1926  Dodge  IScwt  box  van 
similar  to  the  ones  our  com¬ 
pany  used  between  the  wars. 

What  is  your  most  hated  car? 

I  would  never  buy  a  Ford. 
When  I  was  young,  they  were 
cheap  and  not  built  to  last  and 
this  memory  has  remained 
with  me.  even  though  things 
may  have  changed  recently. 

What  is  your  dream  car? 

A  D-type  Jaguar.  The  sight  of 
these  cars  being  raced  by  Mike 
Hawthorn,  Tony  Brooks  and 
Stirling  Moss  is  etched  on  my 
mind.  They  looked  like  aircraft 
on  wheels. 


S*Sq 


THE  ORIGINAL 
MANUFACTURERS  OF  SPORTS  J.  GAMES 
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Christopher  Jacques  and  one  of  the  company  vans— rather  slower  than  his  Jaguars 


What  is  your  worst  habit 
in  the  car? 

Ruddy  pushing  out  of  junc¬ 
tions  into  a  stream  of  traffic 
which  will  not  let  me  in. 

What  infuriaiesyau  most 
about  other  drivers? 

Centre-lane  cruisers  on  the 
motorway  and  crawlers 
around  the  country  roads  of 
Sussex  where  1  live. 

What  is  the  most  unusual 
thing  you  have  done  in 
your  car? 

Driving  my  lightweight  XK120 
at  I25mph  down  the  Mulsanne 


Straight  to  celebrate  the  40th 
anniversary  of  Jaguar'S  1951 
Le  Mans  win.  and  Iasi  month  1 
took  a  1903  Panhard  under¬ 
neath  Constitution  Arch  at 
Hyde  Park  Comer.  The  route 
through  is  usually  dosed  to 
traffic. 

Have  you  ever  had  points 
on  your  licence ? 

Who  hasn't!  Yes,  all  for  speed¬ 
ing  through  traps  and  so  on. 

What  do  you  listen  to  in 
your  car?  ' 

Mostly  Radio  4.  occasionally 
John  Dunn  on  Radio  2  and 
also  Radio  5  for  sport. 


If  you  were  the  Seerefaiy  of 
State  for  Transport,  what  is 
the  first  thingyou  would  do? 

Make  local  authorities  ban 
petrol  and  diesel  vehicles  from 
town  centres  during  certain 
rimes,  introduce  compulsory 
schemes  for  out-of-town  park¬ 
ing  and  take  steps  to  improve 
public  transport 

What  is  your  favourite  car 
advertisement? 

The  ones  far  the  Renault  Clio, 
although  I  do  not  spend  much 
time  watching  television  and 
suspect  that  were  1  to  do  so 
repetition  would  render  even 
these  unwatchable. 
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AUDI  APPROVED 


If  you've  bought  a  used  Audi  and  want  to  turn  back 
the  clock,  please  do. 


Contact  us  to  find  out  more  about  our  14  day  exchange  plan. 

Audi  Approved  Us.ed  Cars  0345  55  22  66 
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5EH  56  EST  E'.VD  *  •  21  C33.75G 

SEN  56  4.'. '2  *****  5"  733. SCO 

501  '("0  4.2  q^aP'ic  A'JTO  *  *  *  *  •  '51521.350 

■*  *  ENHANCED  SPEC  *  *  .LEWES  CR  A:n 


follow  the  stars. 

S4f,1  £5  ?.5T3.  SE  EST  *  *  id  Si 


»* ENHANCED  SPEC  *  *  *L:AT'RER  OR  A'n  .**  .LEATHER  AiiO  m!F.  *  *  *  *  * TOTAi  i-rC 

Audi  COOT)  0113  263  3431.  Eves  0539  498490 

ANOTHER  <3  CARS  AVAILABLE  EVERY  SPECIE  !CAT!CM  0«N  !  CAYS  SUN  CAY  II  -S  A  SYT?jr?.  COA'PAr.Y 


Listers  Audi 


01203  525555 


M 17  tPOHT  B6P  Rna  QHVMhnda  LiBw,  Boat  bald  ftMgV 

ffiJSi  an  Bmo  55555i  uw  auto  55g55^a»B* 

MUTN  1*0517 

cjaraoLET  2j*e  o«p  au«P»wWin*irei:i*iJhr-*>*,,*c&1***!Sg 

3bBS^^m4  BMMtem  aBr^-TEajg 

WOU«TTHOB6PVcfc3W>BfcdlffbLBrabaMIL^.^^^lt^» 


OUD 


GOOD 


ftfaUb:  OPM  tfMhSZ 


WINTER  COLLECTION 
f5Au  ;  0410  303609 


BMW 


Paying  over  £300. 

to  insure  your  BMW  or  Audi? 


Isn’t  it  time  you  had  the  Privilege? 


•  Fast,  friendly,  direct  service.  •  No  fass,  no  middlemen.  •  Hgh  quality  Instant  Cover,  Boms  Protection,  24  Hour  Accident  Reccwery,  Free  Courtesy  Car,  Authorised  Repair  Network. 


Phone  0113  292  5555 

LINES  OPEN  8AM-9PM  WEEKDAYS. 

9AM-SPM  SATURDAYS. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 

Backed  by  TTw  Rojof  Bank  of  Scotland  pic. 

Instalment  Option.  (Rill  written  details  available  or  request.  Subject  to  status.) 


M3 

COUPE 

Reg  August  95.  Avus  Blue. 
23.40QmK  full  spec,  mini 
£31.950. 

•m5383800(4tay> 
01277  6585491  home! 
0468  7675281 moll  J. 


525i 

ASE 


N  Reg.  Met  Oriens/Silver. 
■Ik  CD.  ifr.  abrav  nmo. 

£22.750 

Td:  01730  892215. 


525  TDS 

SE  Ao(d  taurng.  M  n»  abbr 
UK  ml*.  Mfe  loaded,  A/C,  M 
ltbr.mraaaMa.ahrm. 
tradur.  CD  tic.  BMW  factory 
warranty  left. 


Ctm  RON  hrnle. 

£22,500. 

Tofc04684M270 


850  Cl 

9IH,  while  with  black 
Ithr,  67k.  2  owners,  auto, 
FSH.  esceiletu  condition. 

£26J*S 

01543411746/ 

0850504118 


7800.  SA. 


‘9SM.  O 
r.TV,78kl 


Amo  J  na  Dtawd  ton 
naokq  6OJ3O0  mOm  wt 


mb  E3Z99G.  0161 


a? 


kabw,  me  pabt,  aDm,  i 

dale  bdltclH  £26.995  01 


MM  Amo.  M  in,  Max  G 

14k,  not,  Btu.  ABS,AHdn1 
EX4ABO  01083  3W 


BMW  WANTED 


.  war  BMW 
0831  791979  I  0650 


HM/m  Coup*  Urn 
laralnd.  Sub  ML 
791979  /  08SQ  327803 


0X373  749090 


BMW  WANTED 

WE  DON'T  BUY 
RUN  OF  THE 
MILGARS 

BUT  WE  DO  BUY 

OJAUTY.  HIGH  SPEC.  1^1 
LOW  MILEAGE  BMWS  %W 

CALL  GARY  WILSON 

0831722227 

Stephen  James 

Friendly  AcMce  or 
Valuation  of  a!!  BMWs 
nationwide 

“ML 

Matthew  Cooper  Mgzfe 
0181367  2626 

0860  855850 

ALFA  ROMEO 

ttm  BorgMiire  91  TR  HVJ000.88 
328  eramSM.  93  348GT 
Oanaagar  E39/X JO.  Dino  244 
CT  £27950.  Ortwsa.  Tteaaa  rtog 

Darld  EUtoOn  01482  466014 

HKH  MOoaoa  BMWa  WuHad.  Wa 
OoDocl.  Caob  aillta  01227 
277347.  0840  641430  T 

ACCESSORIES 


weissenfeis 


■mirsMSf 

NEEDED 


Tel:  01732  884408 


FERRARI 


MONDIAL 
3  J2 

86  D  reg.  Rosso/SabMa. 
43k  mis.  FSH. 

£19,995 

01430424140 


MB  SH4Mm  95  3D  Vd  EZ3MO. 
tBMiltaBkaaWLVi  2J3 
Bad  Cl  1^00. 00  Mack  OQJP93. 
M  Btaa  trfBO.  TIX  iiTT'miill 

n»ra  mma  oiAaa  dstsoi* 


328GTS 

1988. 283)00  miles.  PSH  & 
watraiiQ',  rosao  red.  crema 
interior. 

£42^00. 

TeL  01223  577477(0) 
01954232194  01) 
private 


MITSUBISHI 
AUTHORISED  DEALER 


SHOWN  Lira  TIM  28  tVOpOkm. 
5  tpAMKBaafUn&GNT 
bnwtl  omo,  Bk.  foil  apac. 
eaa^so  oi883  34a*n  t 


308  GTSi 

QV 1985  RaJJbagt  hkr. 
PSH,37Kmh. 

£28,650. 

.  GREAT 
CONDITION. 
0181 866  6116 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


romCHE  Taxtx>  □  38.  1993A. 
Anthmdm  /  maenlt  laathar. 
ZAnn,  Shoot  air 


01713280048 


BMW  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


BMW  AUTHORISED  DEALERS  (NOW  ON-LINE) 

For  an  Approved  Used  Car  brochure  and  details  of  your  nearest  dealer  call  0800  325600  or  E-Mail  via  the  BMW  UK  Web  site  http://www.bmw.co.uk 


axw  AHWAFO  USEP  ems  W*  ^ALIPUraiLrfRCW  BMW  mIHCPtcj  FRfV-Pf.  A7IltC»C*IOf  «MCn  W  SMTawUSlOKt 


Stephen  James 
Clock  Parade,  London  Road 
Enfield  EN2  6JG 

96N  H3  Ewo  Com  Da^ar  Y^low/BIk  Llhr.  G/Spec,  6K  — ..E32J995 

95N  M3  SafaMn  Avn  Shte/Black  Uhr.  Fuh  Spec - £25.995 

95M  M3  Cpa  Cosmos  BLK*/S*fer  Uhr.  Fu#  Spec.  17K  _  £31885 
94M  M3  Cpa  Daytona  Wofet/1/2  Grey  Uhr.  nSpaUer,  35K  £26J»5 
94L  M3  Cpa  A'as  BiuefSihiw  Uftr,  AfC.  Alloys.  29K  _.__J3S^95 

ML  8500  A  Enghl  Red/BkuA  Uhr.  Hqh  Spec.  33K _ SMJM5 

94M  840C1  Aida  Or«nt  Blue/5ih*ef  Utv.  Good  Spec.  3SK  (37,995 
91H  7351 A5E  User  Biue/Sdver  Uhr.  FuB  SE  Spec,  29K  JC15^95 
9 BN  74 (S  V84.4  Ms^ave  Bmm/Sand  Bo go  Uhr.  5K  . — X  PQA 

94M  740i  VB  Ohm  Greenland  Bega  Uhr,  I1K - E3AM5 

95M  7401 V8  Cosmos  BlacWGnw  Uhr.  Good  Spec - X304»3 

94L  73W  V8  Slertng  Svt/er/EHk  Uhr,  Good  Spec.  39K _ £23,995 

98P  73a  VBOxIcrd  GreertfSand  Bogs  LBtr.  9K - £  POA 

96N  735i  V8  Cows  BSc/Sand  Bei^e  Uhr,  10K - E  POA 

95N  5401  VB  Ascot  Greeo'Sdwer  Uhr.  Asr  Cor,  7K - £31^95 

95H  5251  SE  Auto  Somemo  Btue/Grey  Leather.  20K - £23.995 

92K  S2St  SE  Auto  island  GreerVParchmem.  GTS.  4QK  „£  15,495 

96N  5201  SE  AirtofTSrt  Grey/SJver  Orth.  1DK - £22,995 

94L  52N  ASE  Sterling  SVvcnBk  Uhr.  A 1C.  OBC  — _ £10895 

S3K  3254  Auto  Com  Diamond  Blacfc/Stver  Uhr.  10K. _ £18.995 

93L  32S  Man  Com  Arac/BlK*  Uhr.  OBC,  CD.  2BK  — £2*895 

96N  3281  M  Coupe  BtMon.'Base  Uhr.  Auto  A/C.  9K - £26895 

9SN  32a  A  Coupe  Mowa  G>een/U  Grey  Uhr.  A/C.  39K  -£23,495 
94M  3251  Coupe  Jet  BacVArrfh  CUh.  ESR.  A/C.  16K — £19,995 
96*1  318)  s  Coupe  Cosmos  Btack/Arntiracda  doth.  BK  ._£20.99S 

95M  3181  S  Coupe  Bngh!  Red/AiUhrane  Velour.  UK - £17,995 

9SM  319  S  Coups  Alpine  ViVHelSlKMA  Blue  Velour.  UK  £17,995 

9SN  31M  SE  Mpro  7/hte/AmivaGte  CWh.  10K- . -  817,995 

9ZJ  3181  Lagoon  Gnsen/Pamfiment  Goth.  39K  — . . £11,495 

96N  3161  SE  Auto  Boston  Green/Silver  Cloth.  6K  - £18,995 

96N  31«  M  Compact  fright  Red'Amh  Ctotft.  13K - £14895 

93K  3161 A  Lux  Tour  SKrtlng  S9wer/Anth  Cloth.  23K - 811,995 

Please  call  for  details  of  our  complete  stock 

0181  367  2626 

0860  855850  Evenings  and  weekends 


Wollaston  $ 


EH  MQ  a  Auto  £EKa  red.  Kxm  leaner,  x  Ml  akys . 

KU  75QilKara^ttofi.alpnatat/K,tDphiti,fcltaJe.2Crjacy5 

MU  730  AMO  sonwta  Hue.  fey  taaOn  uphomr . 

ML  ffiktotpiA grey. peitshef. cress ^xteaflop. Aft S/H. 

ml  . 

BS  5JfcSEa^MiaJY.  UaddadaPDC,  EGSR.MFSVHBpMl++t 
I6N  5201  SEToaringolypsc  refl.  at  an,  no  toot,  ifcass  ........ 

BN  SZtkSEafcdgreeftmcm.inuimBl.tttasa . 

ML  saasEmtodgremCIS.ioDmies . 


2J  52th  ttan  jeyaCiaCS  dch 
2J  SWiSEja Back sfcefdoBi.fijccSaie)caflijilBte boater.... 
3L  518  SE  Antonatic  eTpne  MEtoiartb  divert  <6  bag . 

a.  SlfaSEuattWEaue  . 

a*  N3C^»Ewtatiwt!^jriOK  AC.ESJLR/SPCWSptjlres 
SN  KJ  Coupe  Ewtulioo  estod  tte.  aton.  Iiy  afays.  RSP.  ESR  . 

01  M3  Coiwertble,  Gum  yefe*.  Wad  MheLbbdLboai . 

M  32S  S£  4  door  xtitc  eUv-r.  i&zX  SSOJC,  tun  want,  itoE  . 
m  32BI  Sport  Coupe djineMie.bfcitaBwf.ASttT,  ESR  ... 
SN  32^CO<N"^^^t^lr;r-i|31:VBtorsdlnQersi,'E:sn 
3L  3gTOJmerUtie.ei9Ctea>iK)tflaa^.luito  ... 

»  31«SC4ttota^»ie.ai!anra< . 

L  J1&  S£  4  door  rak  tjHa  atttom,  bzl  bcBT . 

R.  raiSEtatcngxa 
H.  318*  Ccowrtialr  areato  17^ 

H  31«48w-i«U3A.ato?5.Hogs, 

Si  31S  4  door  stefltogiShrer.ABS.HEW.i'Ba  am  tea  8  *  lag 


£44,995 
SL995 
£27585 
£18,995 
£21995 
£349® 
£22995 
£19895 
£15/495 
£12£95 
.  £9/495 
£1 0/995 
£18/495 
£12495 
XROJL 
£HJB5 
£35,995 
£25*195 


£24995 

£13995 

£12985 

£13)995 

£12295 

£12795 

£29995 

£14995 

£11/495 

0*995 


[  Used  Car! 

bn  MacDonald  /  Gary  I 

(01604)  232000 
After  hwffg  0802  618364 


Cotswold  $ 


96P  840IA  Orient  Blue,  X -Spokes.  Ex-Demo  ...—£  POA 

9S3  840iA  Arctic  Silver.  Alpina  Alloys . . £  POA 

95M  7401  Ascot  Green.  22K _ _ £36,495 

9ZK  529  Spt  Granite.  Air  Con.  CVChrorne.  53K.X14^95 

95N  520  SE  Oxtond  Green.  A/C,  Alloys.  14K . £18895 

96P  M3  Conv  Boston  Green.  H/Top,  A/C _ £  POA 

96P  323  A  Coupe  Marea  Green,  A/C,  Ex-Demo  £  POA 
9 BN  3281  Conv  Montreal  Blue,  A/C,  Lthr,  14K  —£33,495 
95M  325  A  Cpe  Bright  Fted.  ESH,  ABoys,  27X -.EZ0895 

95N  325  TDS  ASE  Arctic  Grey.  A/C,  24K _ 820,495 

96P  323  A  Coupe  Bright  Red.  ESR.  Ex-Demo  -£  POA 

BSP  320i  A  Tour  Boston  Green,  ESR,  Alloys _ £  POA 

96N  320  ASE  Calypso  Red.  ESR.  Alloys.  10K  ...J20895 

93K  320t  A  Coupe  Brilliant  Red,  ESR.  19K . XI 6895 

89G  320i  Tour  Diamond  B8t,  Alloys,  73K  . . .X  8,495 

9 BP  818  TDS  SE  Arctic  Silver.  ESR.  Ex-Demo  .X  POA 
B5M318I  Convertible  Dark  Blue.  Alloys.  14K  .-.£21,995 

96N  3181  SE  Arctic  Silver,  ESR.  Alloys,  Fogs _ E1M95 

96P  3161  Bright  Red,  Air  Con,  Alarm,  Ex-Demo  .X  POA 

95M  31 6i  Alaska  Blue.  ESR.  Alarm,  2SX _ £13,995 

93L  31 6i  Calypso  Red,  ESR.  35K _ £12,495 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


Tc-.vkesbury  Road,  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire 

Telephone:  01242  578838 

Open  7  days  a  week  Sunday  10.00am  -  4.00pm 


AUDI 


IVER  VILLAGE  CARS 

QUALITY  AUDI  SPECIALISTS 


S4VS4 


Auto.  Votcana  efinnte,  rear  j 


SSTC  S2  Coupe  Ruby  Rad.  atr  ooa  6  speed.  ESR,  48k 
B3V  S2  Estate,  Intflgo,  6  spud,  Avus  aloys,  CD.  ESfl 
SSV  Cotme  2X  &  ForeM  Gmn .  ESR.  Bflon,  30k — 


Coupe  2SE, 

93‘IC  CabnoM  23  E  Whim/ Bbt  hOOd 

91-H' S2CoupePfl«1Whi»/iwitW.AC.CO _ 

95T»rM18Xin«on,ESaEVtf - - - 

94r  ioo2.de  emm.  b»,  esn.  Rn.afloy9.3sk  — 

SQT-94  mcxM  1002X  SE  Eatatt  8W<.  efloya,  Rfr,  ESR 

MIC  Coupe  Z.BE  White.  17“  a*>y*,A8S  _ _ 

93-1C  802.0  E  Estate  Auto.  ESR  ABS.4St _ 


93*1' Coupe  23  IBv  Forest  CO,  10 
B37C  1002.6  E  Estate  IrxSgo,  ESR.  CO. 


— £22995 
..£19995 

- 07995 

.X159» 
— £13999 
— £13996 
-.-£13995 
— XI 2995 
— El 2493 
— £11 90S 

. XI 0995 

—XI 0995 
— £8485 


IVER,  BUCKS 

Tel:  01753  650909  Fax:  01753  651 019 


ACCESSORIES 


atovott 


T:. 


THUH 


Tc^trn-cJl  pnrrctKn:. 


•‘.rrr.r,  iberjr 


IT.'jk  Lid-  UmU  4-5 

5C  Bitsfoeii  Cectr* 
Crcvedcr. 

Bnrijl  ES21  6UH 


..  rtre <  r-rr  to 
rfcmci  ..  : 

L‘i  S.-  to 

A  '■  .--5s  !■ 

r..v-  •«,:  :h 

i--.d  3d',  .-t-.' -z: 

~r.'.  ,'Y  to;-.;-  r::. 

i5C ’■•y,  z  C..:  to  :  r-;  .  --  - 

-e-r 


Ttuule  MM  am.  883  -  Alpina  700 

Aerodynamic  rcdbcx  with 
varijb*  Ouck-Reteaso  trttmgs  and 
cereal  toclong  system. 


ASTON  MARTIN 


WANTED 

DB7  VOLANTE 

Ptlwaia  cash  purchaser. 

01604  584826. 


AUDI 


2.0E 

CABRIOLET 

95M.  tawr  red.  tpcm  r^kr  ? 
aflnji.  Watt  pow  boed 
aafan  tnmury-  FSH. 

ImmljH;  ipjnrftrltvj 

SI7AW 

TeL  01708  451386. 


ASTON  MARTIN 
AUTHORISED 


loncaster 


SEVENOflKS 


96  DB7  Geopc  Aute 

Mahcni  SSytt  . .  XP.0A 
96  DB7Gw«eAMBD 

Breton  Black  . .  XT2.950 
95  DOT  Cm*  5  Speed 
Ptmuae  Cray  . .  -£64.950 
87  VS  Vuloft  Ante 

Suffolk  Red  . . .  JA9J9 50 


Contact  David  Eradstrjw 
MOBILE  CJW  62C5G7 
<rw»  *«««■::— 

01732  456300 


CITROEN 


JMUToVrDM  Estate  VBX 
ME  AnM  4J00O  mllM.  onaraa 

antes  C017WJ 

34*400  o>  (0468]  7718V3 


BOATING 
&  YACHTING 


RIVA50SA 

Berthed  Spam. 

Low  horns,  ex  cood. 
£2tXJK  will  accept 
percentage 
of  quality  care  in  pfex. 

Tel:  01728  723373 


CLASSIC  CARS 


ROVER  V8 

1971  Auto.  Pas. 
Immaculate.  A  gem. 
6.000  mDes  since  £7.000 
recoodiriotiing.  1  owner. 
Complete  hbioiy  and 
MOT.  £3500. 

TeL  01873  860255 


IBH»ai*fc.  B—aCub  ter.  Oct  PO,  te«t 
cam  matte,  tart.  wm. 
dad:  bfam.  Mack  In.  II 
MSjOOO.  TabOUPa 
0631  878027. 


EXECUTIVE  CARS 


PRESTIGIOUS 
CAR  RENTAL 

ChtedtourDAwtCn 

VbMOm  lor  Ms  at 
LOW,  LOW  PRICES 
Ben  daw  tor  Long  Term  Mre. 

Unuy  Care  taduftE 
Marcadn.  teouar.  Lew  etc, 
ms  DBJVWTn  LONDON 

0181-8029430 


FORD 


AU.  Font  can  aoariy  m  from 

8sgaaaiia?s^s 


AhnOSOflUTBiY  30  Bcorptoa  Is 

■lock  at  oar  amt  dan  ml 

tntlna  20  4  Dom  Anu.  Uuhoe. 

W  t\63CX>  tnSS  20  4 
Mar.  N  ted.  Iwtlm.  SX  Mb, 
05J50.  UttCOM  2912*  4  CtoOT 
mtft  *W  habn  iSOflHb 
oalr.  0630a  rnAisTS 

aran  BBML  VSR.  hula;  lit, 

£17X00.  Eiocvtlmi  2D  aran, 

9SH,  xoaoub,  C14J500.  ChS 

2J0  4  DOM,  VSX,  5400  MO. 
£12JSOO.  fbm  with  hv  FgM 

01630  5*005* 

tsao  814440 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


^K300MSJIteo*3l Uh  M 
5?"  +  Ommu 

eaissa  ni!  orm  217006.T 


FOUR  WHEEL  DRIVE 


1ST  can  Lancaotte  Biftalam  boat 

Ugh  «p«C  4  a  4  bqte  km. 

Tuxiyar.  Sahara  Lagocy  Eaton 
-  "  Dtacorarr  AoXTa 

:  Q4A8  1M444 


at*.  Kaw  nu- 


»“L"  _ 

cJoa  miute  toMM 

daltrary  moot  MOdate  to  nock. 

01732  45A30D 


TOVOTJ*  raniftrabati  Onytegf 

•antntfr  Owmtr  0m~  — 

Lwaw  UK  a  abed  cm  Ol- _ 

ggtt  7  n at  saa  iim  m 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRIVE  WANTED 


ISB6  1996  Tap  pdkaa  paid  to  on 
kn  •oDoagi  «*4V.  Hob  VUW 
Motor  aana  01372  7470700 


Aura  SUP  Pboaa  om  01279 


HONDA 


PRELUDE 

Amo.  N  raa  L0l  neab, 
PAS.  ABS,  s/t.  maufic. 

£12,995. 

Ttfc 

0181  372  6795. 


JEEP 


CHEROKEE 

25  TD  Ltd.  96  N  res. 
Ma»treca/Saad 
fodbex.  FISH. 
13X00  mOa. 

Besi  offer  secures. 

No  deaim. 
TdrfllW7  433285 


eaotar  0831  7919 
327608 _ _ 


JEEP  AUTHORISED 


®awed 

Cars 


intergrale 

DefaErofotka-Onwh** 
adEOfxauikxNd  ou.  totally 
edguripec.LHD.92J. 
im  £13X00. 

Teh01480  880624. 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


Lancaster 


( ir :  of  I. mid-in 


ML  MnajteQanBdRW.  ItW 

W  TDiSEteB.0nte.5T . m. /ta| 

hi  nmateBteHamsitegiBirt 

MTDUSnteDMB.Br  ... 
h  wajtate|HW|Bta.nT  nss*i\ 
m  wsa^raanoaLV . 

M  wsamteteisr.... 

m  TOESMsEteteDateir  .ntci 
in  3t«nOE5Ujoatonii«,ioT  emw 
»  «wiBB*Etetefc3i.zr  mn 
auMEmwa 
in  bgbakteaiOMffiM.ur  rwd 

\tm  uwEteteaen^r . 

jVI  UHSEMABaM&TBKUrwjei 
m  UHSEBM, MLHSfeBT  .Kffil 
M  DKM0UHSpK.BbMMte.ir  Ctu4 
uwotuosE  oamorsmuoss 
HowpoHUHECAUfatoeaas 


LEXUS 


COWES  onIMO*  dlnci  fnm 
Japan.  Mght-h»«l  Un  VB  and 
IS  Tate  Tuxbo  mcateb  to  a 
Btiuiulag  nnga  at  cotonzs  nd 
PKMMGte  Ion  rear  0Z81 
203  3399/0141  744  6881. 


LEXUS  AUTHORISED 


I'  armor  and  Car Ji.sk' 
l..ou'ihhi>r()U<ili 


asm  m.  Bonlema.  42,000 

mi* _ E2DJH8. 

08300  Sport,  HOP,  Atm  Bade. 

10"  rear  wheel* - ST.OA. 

LS400  "84M,  Sflaer.  1B/IXXI  rate. 
— . . £30.985. 

LS400  WP  Gagant  Gtean  gold 

badges _ EPQA 

LEXUS  RE0URB}  FOR  CASH 


(Z>  LEXUS 

M  C  C  i.  s  s  t  O  \ 


0181  522  0023 

0976  705693 

Sunday*  .  ~RQYtR^j 

For  Dom onstr.it ion 
wwrt.ljncasicrp.-.jcrac'ty  .’in-rovur 


LAND  ROVER 


NEW  97  LAN  DROVER 
DISCOVERY'S 
U.K.  SPEC. 


aguisasas^ 

Bade,  8.  JO  and  E8  SpattaKoa 

s?ffl¥pP?y,3S^0 

Laaianiaaa  hem  dunam  n 
MMsnteM 

TEL  01703  47 02  08 
FAX  01703  47 17  07 

HmakralDMdte 


^MlCMrQuln 
0800  424 


LEFT  HAND  DRIVE 


■  »haa  28  Ttt.  Ton  amaa.  Cboloa 
of  Hilnmm  uk  ptetaa.  nuu. 
|pi71328T4«toa4^^7 


OHMWLHt  ftud  -Vetegar  SE. 
■tin  tern,  UBr.  auto,  at. 
07^96.  &1B43  4143QT  ^ 


nanuMicnoaimte 

Haa  Btedk  /  Maofe  botbaE.  tut 

BUtaeADOlDOHlSUGn 

0171  3289446  <0634  237374 1 


MBKBm  300  24-Q.MMm  93 

■ltaa  Btecfc/mac*.  uu  Ba^te 

8pBnlta%Bfea  ffinaU 

10171  32^446/0834 1 


DUW  im  SapuUaca  at  1 
4  oaatf  LHD  aaMeite  LHD  ( 
■reared.  Q1S43  414307. 


MAZDA 


watlMOntn  Ufl  oboloa  a* 
■tela  pdcM.  Monte  a 
ftvphoao  0800  323  626 


MG 


MGF 

1800 

ktwtactdate  oorykton.  oak/ 
3X00  rrrikn,  1  My  owner. 
1896  rag-  British  Racbg 
Groan.  PAS. 
£18^495  ono. 
01287  639639. 


MGFWC 

Btq  ,  98  roo  N.  hard  lop, 
wood  Veneer,  mat  mud* 
flaps,  tog  lamps,  r.vJ^ 
genuine  reason  far  srie. 

Otters  ImttML 
01705  257  331  (pH 

01705412430(h). 


a 


Waoaaty  dUMPMPO 
gte  rteUrory  oaalteMo  *14995. 

I  Cannae*  Karts  Oagga  Bdarol 
L»nate  Laote  0113  543  8071. 


NISSAN  WANTED 


"MtaaeOOEKmmarttewiMM- 

">a  prat  libr  Mol*  Vatury  Moor 

gwg  0181  394  1114 


Aua.  _ 


•v; 


privilege 


NE) 


o 


PI 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  21 1996 


wr - ■ — , 


A  British  restoration  classic 


Behind  the  wheel 


of  an  impeccably 
rebuilt  1974  MGB, 


Eve-Aim  Prentice 


found  that  the 


years  rolled  away 
and  a  lost  age 


when  driving  a  car 
was  fun  returned 


BORN  to  be  wild 
(well,  wildish), 
the  MGB  GTV8 
heads  out  an  the 
highway  looking 
for  adventure.  In 
pristine  British 
Racing  Green  with  chrome  which 
manages  to  glint  even  in  the  fog- 
threatening  gloom  of  mid-Decem¬ 
ber  Cotswolds,  the  1974  MG  was 
raring  to  go  on  one  of  its  first 
outings  since  being  totally  rebuilt. 

Pulling  away  tram  the  Oxford¬ 
shire  offices  of  British  Motor 
Heritage,  which  stripped  bade  foe 
years  and  made  the  car  new  once 
more  during  two  days  at  foe 
National  Classic  Motor  Shaw  in 
Birmingham  last  month,  foe  gutsy 
engine  growled  like  Eartha  Krtt. 

This  weekend  the  energetic  born- 
again  22-year-old  belongs  to  some¬ 
one  who  paid  just  El  for  the 
privilege,  after  foe  car  was  raffled 
for  charity  by  Heritage  and 
Motorcare  Services.  Last  week  she 
was  mine,  all  mine,  for  a  few  too- 
fleeting  miles  and  one  deeply 
embarrassing  hiccup  for  both  of  us. 

Snuggling  into  foe  seat  and  re¬ 
learning  the  venerable  technology 
which  makes  you  remember  to  flip 
foe  indicators  off  as  well  as  on.  I 
was  peering  round  the  steering- 
wheel  to  check  that  foe  headlamp 
light  was  on  to  announce  our 

Eresence  in  the  crepuscular  half- 
ght  as  we  slowed  to  approach  ac 
roundabout. 

Nothing  coming  from  foe  right 
so  a  shift  to  second  ready  to  pull 
away  —  and  I  have  stalled,  cutting 
off  that  lovely  throaty  engine  in  its 
prime.  Then  horror.  -  Whisps  of 
blue-black  smoke  curl  from  be¬ 
neath  the  bonnet  and  an  ominously 
acrid  smell  seeps  into  the  car. 


DAVID  James, 
leader  of  the  team 
which  carried  out 
the  rebuild,  did 
his  best  to  look 
nonchalant  and 
not  scramble  too 
quickly  from  foe  passenger  seat  as 
he  released  foe  bonnet  catch. 
Dialling  mission  control  from  his 
mobile  "phone  while  simultaneous¬ 
ly  scouring  the  glistening  engine 
compartment,  a  look  of  barely- 
disguised  relief  flooded  his  face  and 
he  aborted  the  call  back  to  HQ. 

A  rogue  wire  had  fallm  on  to  foe 
hot  exhaust  and  melted,  probably 
jolted  out  of  place  by  foe  ignomini¬ 
ous  stall.  I  silently  conjectured. 

FVom  then  on,  the  prospective 
drama  turned  out  to  be  merely  a 
momentary  hitch.  Driving  the 
MGB  GTV8  is  like  being  given  foe 
elixir  of  youth,  the  years  roll  away 
and  the  fun  of  driving  returns; 
none  of  this  automatic  gear-chang¬ 
ing,  electronically-controlled  ease 
of  today  which  robs  you  of  the 
sense  af  really  riding  all  those 
horse-power.  The  MOB'S  steering 
is  exhilaratingly  responsive,  while- 
the  road-holding  is  reassuring.  The 
whole  package  is  like  driving  a 
sophisticated  grown-up’s  go-kart. 

The  MGB  GTVS  was  foe  most 
powerful  of  the  production  MGBs 
and  just  2391  were  built  between 
April  1973  and  June  1976,  all  of 
them  for  the  British  market  The 
one  raffled  on  Monday  was  made 
in  1974  and  is  believed  to  have  had 
just  one  owner.  For  foe  past  six 
years  she  has  slumbered  in  a- 
garage,  like  Sleeping  Beauty  wait¬ 
ing  for  British  Motor  Heritage  to 

act  the  Prince.  . 

British  Motor  Heritage,  owned 
bv  Rover,  makes  essential  parts  to 
keep  dassic  cars  on  foe  road, 
including  new  bodyshells  such  as 
that  used  to  rebuild  the  MGB 


DEN3L  tteUEEIAftiCE 


Prentice  and  the  MGB  GTVS  that  lay  like  Sleeping  Beauty  for  six  years  before  foe  Prince  arrived  in  foe  shape  of  British  Motor  Heritage:  “The  whole  package  is  like  driving  a  sophisticated  grown-up’s  go-kart” 


“That  lovely  throaty  engine  growled  like  Eartha  Kitt—  until  I  stalled  and  cut  it  off  in  its  prime” 


MGB  GTV3 


Engine:  3 -5-litre  VS  engine  fuelled  by  twin  SU  carburettors  lo  give 
137bhp  at  5,000rpm.  Four-speed  manual  gearbox  with  overdrive. 


Performance:  0-60mph  in  8.5  seconds,  O-lOOmph  in  25.3  seconds. 
Top  speed  124mph.  Average  fuel  consumption  233mpg. 


Price:  £1.925  at  launch  in  1973  and  £3317  when  discontinued  m  1975. 
The  pristine  model,  complete  with  indicators  which  must  flipped  off 
as  well  as  on,  totally  rebuilt  by  British  Motor  Heritage,  is  valued  at 
between  £15.000  and  E30.000. 


GTVS  at  the  Birmingham  show. 
The  parts  are  produced  using 
original  tooling  and  to  original 
specifications.  Now  foe  new-again 
MG,  worth  between  E15.000  and 
£30.000.  has  raised  up  to  £25,000 
by  bring  raffled  in  aid  of  the  Marie 
Curie  Cancer  Fund. 

“There  were  three  of  us  working 
on  the  rebuild  and  there  was  a 


constant  crowd  watching,"  says 
James.  “It  took  from  1030  on  the 
Saturday  until  330  on  the  Sun¬ 
day."  British  Motor  Heritage 
groups  dassic  car  retailers  and 
suppliers  under  an  umbrella  org¬ 
anisation.  the  Association  of  Heri¬ 
tage  Approved  Specialists,  some  of 
which  helped  in  foe  V8ls  rebirth. 
Engine  and  gearbox  were  courtesy 


of  Engine  Machine  Services  at 
Worksop  and  foe  rear  axle  was 
reconstructed  fay  Moss  Europe  in 
London,  for  instance. 

Brian  Cameron.  Managing  Di¬ 
rector  of  British  Motor  Heritage  at 
Witney  in  Oxfordshire,  says  he 
tries  to  “inculcate  that  we  are  not  in 
foe  car  industry,  but  in  the  leisure 
industry".  Owning  a  dassic  car 
should  be  an  enjoyable  experience, 
he  says.  “It  could  be  a  boat  or 
ponies  for  foe  children,  instead  we 
want  people  to  see  driving  dassic 
cars  as  a  leisure  activity." 

British  Motor  Heritage  is  foe 
commercial  arm  of  the  British 
Motor  Industry  Heritage  Trust 
which  also  runs  foe  Heritage 
Motor  Centre  at  Gaydon,  War¬ 
wickshire,  Britain’s  largest  pur¬ 
pose-designed  motor  museum.  The 
museum  houses  more  than  200 
vehicles  as  well  as  more  than  four 
million  engineering  drawings. 


Enduring  spirit 
of  the  Twenties 


-y. 

A f  V*  - 


quintessential 


ANGELA  Rippon. 
Sting  and  Viscount 
Linley  have  had  one 
love  in  common  — 
foe  MGB.  They  all 
owned  models  of  foe 

_ British  two-seater 

car  which  mirrored  the  new 
egalitarianism  of  the  1960s,  writes 
EvoAnn  Prentice. 

Everyone  wanted  one.  Intro- 

duced*  the  1962 
was  the  heir  to  40  yeareofmottning 
emanating  from 
Yet  just  18  years  of  111® 

were  leu  to  the  MG  nr 

The  MG  was  the  brainduld  of 

Cecil  Kimber  -  new 

ager  of  the  erstwhile  stoid  Mon^ 
Oarages  —  who  captured  foe  flap- 


MGs  swung  with 
the  Sixties  and 


remain  sports  cars 
of  ultimate  style 


An  MGB  from  foe  early  Sixties,  when  everybody  wanted  to  own  one 


success 


peresque  spirit  of  the  Twenties  by 
converting  a  four-cylinder  Morris 
Cowley  into  a  two-seater  and 
having  it  painted  in  pastel  shades. 

In  1924,  a  converted  Bullnose 
Morris  was  given  the  designation 
MG  for  foe  first  time.  The  sports 
cars  proved  so  profitable  that  MG 
moved  into  a  new  factory  at. 
Abingdon  in  1929.  making  way  for 
foe  flood  of  models  to  come. 


In  1932,  foe  J2  Midget  cost  50p 
less  than  £200,  while  the  first  of  foe 
T-series  in  1936  set  a  readily 
identifiable  MG  style  and  cost  just 
£277-  After  the  war.  the  1955  MGA 
made  a  powerful  impact  at  Le 
Mans,  paving  the  way  for  foe  great 
era  of  British  two-seater  sports  cars 
with  the  birth ’In  foe  Sixties  of  the 
MG  Midget  and  the  MGB.  Things 
started  to  go  wrong  in  the  mid- 


1970s  when  British  Leyland  had  no 
new  engine  to  meet  growing  Amer¬ 
ican  anti-pollution  laws  and  doliar- 
sterting  fluctuations  made  foe  cars 
ludicrously  expensive  in  the  US. 

British  Leyland,  under  Sir  Mich¬ 
ael  Edward  es,  pilled  the  plug  on 
MG — but  up  to  100,000  MGs  were 
thought  to  be  on  Britain’s  roads 
when  Rover  launched  foe  MG  RVS 
in  1992. 


Vaughan  Freeman  meets  the  owner  of  an  unstoppable  MGB  GT 


Even 
more 
miles 
to  go 


MANNI  MASON  PICTURES 


CLASSICS  don’t 
always  need  cos- 
'  seting:  Richard 
•  Monk  has  covered 
at  least  230.000 
miles  since  he 
bought  his  beloved  MGB  GT 
second-hand  two  decades  ago. 
proof,  if  any  were  needed,  that  the 
place  for  cars  with  heart  is  not  foe 
dusty  death  of  a  motor  museum, 
but  out  on  the  open  road. 

Richard  drives  his  1974  V8 
engined  MGB  GT  sports  car 
every  day  as  his  commuter  car, 
has  holidayed  with  it  in  France. 
Germany  and  Spain,  and  also 
driven  all  over  Britain  in  it  for  his 
job  as  assistant  dub  secretary'  for 
foe  MG  Owners’  Club. 

When  he  bought  foe  car  in  1975, 
it  was  IS  months  old  and  had 
already  covered  17,000  miles. 
Now  it  has  “gone  round  the 
clock”  twice  and  shows  no  signs 
of  slowing  down.  What  is  more, 
he  says,  of  foe  45.000  MG 
Owners'  Club  members  he  esti¬ 
mates  around  30.000  use  their 

cars,  as  he  does,  day  in.  day  out. 

The  car  has  had  a  couple  of 
breakdowns,  but  nothing  that 
could  not  be  fixed  at  foe  roadside. 
And  costs  are  nothing  like  as 
prohibitive  as  might  be  thought. 
Fully  comprehensive  insurance 
cover,  with  maximum  no-claims 
bonus,  is  £230  a  year,  and 
because  the  MG  has  always  been 
such  a  popular  car.  parts  are 
plentiful  and  reasonably  priced. 

There  is  also  the  advantage  that 
such  cars,  if  used  as  company 
cars,  offer  huge  tax  incentives 
since  their  personal  tax  in  kind 
liability  is  based  on  their  original 
purchase  price.  Additionally,  de¬ 
predation  on  an  MG  is  minimal. 
Most  cars  that  are  bought  new 
lore  a  third  of  their  value  in  the 
first  year,  at  the  rate  of  around 
£100  a  week  for  an  average  family 
saloon.  Prices  for  used  MGs 
remain  constant,  and  indeed  foe 
first  examples  of  the  latest  Rover 
MGF  which  went  on  sale  recently 
actually  sold  for  more  than  when 
they  first  left  the  showroom. 

Richard  says:  “My  car  is  noi  in 
concours  condition,  but  it  is  very 
presentable,  and  has  done  ap¬ 
proximately  230.000  miles.  It  has 
proved  very  reliable.  It  has  had 
foe  odd  breakdown,  which  you 
would  expect  given  foe  sorts  of 


Monk  and  his  MGB  GT:  “Reliability  was  always  pretty  good” 


mileages  it  has  covered,  but 
nothing  irrecoverable.  With  a  car 
such  as  this,  if  you  break  down  at 
the  side  of  the  road  you  are  far 
more  likely  to  be  able  to  fix  it, 
because  the  design  is  so  simple. 
With  a  modem  car.  you  open  the 
bonnet,  and  there  is  a  whole  load 
of  electronics  and  computers  star¬ 
ing  back  at  you,  and  there  is 
nothing  you  can  do  except  shut 
the  bonnet  again." 


DEPENDING  on 
-  .  the  time  he  has  to 
spare.  Richard 
works  on  the  car 
.  —  himself,  but  foe 

"  '  huge  numbers  of 

garages  specialising  in  MGs 
mean  that  getting  it  serviced 
professionally  is  easy  and  rela¬ 
tively  inexpensive,  even  if  ser¬ 
vices,  around  every  3.000  or  4.000 
miles,  are  more  frequent  than  on 
more  modem  vehicles. 

Richard  concedes  foal  some 
dassic  cars  can  pose  problems  for 
the  unwary  buyer  “It’s  true  that 
in  some  instances  classic  cars  arc 
held  together  with  string  and 
chewing  gum."  The  trick  he  says 
is  in  buying  a  car  which  was. 
when  new.  a  strong  design,  and 
has  been  cared  for  since. 

“With  foe  MG,  the  reliability 
factor  was  always  pretty  good.  A 
fair  percentage  of  Club  members 


do  their  own  work  and  arc  fairly 
competent  at  it.  but  on  top  of  that 
there  is  a  fairly  good  network  of 
parts  outlets  and  repair  shops. 

"The  MG  is  a  particularly 
strong  car.  with  a  mnnocoque 
construction  and  strong  chassis 
rails  running  die  lenglH  uf  it.  so 
that  even  if  it  doesn't  have  modem 
equipment  like  an  airbag,  l  cer¬ 
tainly  feel  safe  drr'ir.g  one." 

Are  such  cars,  though,  built 
when  working  heaters  were  for 
wimps  and  cabins  boasted  all  the 
draught-proofing  of  a  wind-blast¬ 
ed  bam,  suitable  for  today's 
pampered  drivers?  Richard  be¬ 
lieves  They  are.  and  is  not  averse 
to  a  bit  of  pampering  himself.  He 
has  had  electric  windows  fined  to 
his  MGB.  and  says:  “We  have  got 
involved  in  developing  all  sorts  of 
products  to  enhance  the  car’s 
handling  and  suspension,  as  well 
as  its  comfort. 

"For  example  we  have  devel¬ 
oped  a  high-effiriency  fan  for  the 
MGB  so  that  it  pumps  out  more 
heat.  You  can  get  kits  to  improve 
the  suspension  and  foe  handling, 
as  well  as  electric  window  kits.” 

But  what  is  the  ultimate  attrac¬ 
tion  of  an  older  car?  Richard  says: 
“1  was  first  attracted  to  the  car  by 
its  dassic  lines.  1  liked  the  look  of 
it  and  foe  way  it  goes,  and  with 
die  V8  engine  it  can  keep  up  wirh 
most  of  today’s  modem  cars.” 
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EiaBfliac»Araaraifcd.tn,difcwM _ ar  nt* 


Sff  eiffCBnnArasiiiiiiti>.rfm«n— 
mo  cm  trade  ArantoBn _ 

EH  Cd0ChBgtoti1aiindg.Bfl defc tB.mK.CT.gr  07* 

Mi  Cffia*nAraB>BdH.  lent  mac _ iSTStf* 

M  eiSOBaraAdotaoftnraranra  — — ffl  SI* 

a  qwaflra#AraAara,Bdan*HM - waff 

Si  CTO OndChnc Auto RkJ.H.CTI^ ode - SIT  BM  , 

m  Off  BtSonAraSlu  Btot  9fldB.es.  be  nscffT  CUE  | 

ML  C&BDiMlBqcKifcraitoLnac - 35T  nsjss 

a  nSratHdade.rara.sfe.Bl - - ZBT  H1*| 

a  E3DQEffetoArawradB.MB.Braa> - TcrotB 

a  BDQAMdBHnAraAarairatraoLfaramsc-ifiiEZMff 

a  EZB)EstdeAraQfarak.9eT«iLia.raB-.»nc!S* 

a  220EAtarah.dA.H8C.ra — — _ _ 34T  rl* 

M  aaararaAraSlnrMfc.raaHC. - HOLMS 

a  Egactojrai  ABStafefcB— - -HtftBS 

a  onDfcraMrawan.atdB.rarat&«w: — stem* 

bk  a»et»raWe.«eK«m*"ra'r4ifli - tet  am 

a  EaBflMcAraGcniAdhiB.dfc.raraiB^iaffi 


Q(£fem  Deeo  eraser  doBetcm  . 

fSEBsi  BMfcflcbft  as.  Stafcs- 


JBTCttffB 

jst  truss 


BL 


CWCtatfcavUagttfcecWufc. _ 3tT  0MB 

CWErailtai9BBtMdA.ralKB8fe>^.13T  CRffff 

cuootoMB  fcnamttafcdB.* _ AoroMH 

a*»  sura  abb  a*  fera^or  era* - in'  en* 

CltoTtagR7illienCw»wata*.EitfM»nieMi  mt  a* 

C39B  Branca  Ado  PM  ttoc  Mn  dA.dc - Sr 

PM  rtprat  fra  It  in  nBfrt  rfi.  e _ nT 

CznBnMuAaBltagaBfeBDHeraafe.db_13T  Z3* 

no  Chinn  fmn  liBmtfcai.tJlinCBg.de — MT  PCJ9E 


KK  idCEMVAtoBAflnraMi.d.edn-BhdB.cdJn  m*l 
Ml  Bff0aunBraoraiiHfcKdfls.dc.dcscttJSTIzrff5] 
ML  E3»tB»raHm>dc.PCdiNNi.W.gl>ra«rac — ST  £»*■** 


Bra  E22DCnraGns>nd.nraoaiBBraNe.ara-^«I  os* 
Qra  BBCMM oral kbd.ntoMhki(.S Ida; dost  08* 
Beii  EMCtolicinSMdranlt  w  ra  — 
[|bj  3DE2fTAuofciandm.DBanddi.A[su.ra~MT  ta*| 
oca  tp  t  mu  nrafcfl  ran,  *.  * _ at  to 

BtU  MPMPMc«oanira5StldMB.M>h2?r  £25*1 

EH  BUD  Began  Gees  mdLtafedxniB.fK - 1ST  £**| 

a»ENHAgn9wradH.MfcAhtfc.»fc.d.raJlT  PM*! 

MLOASS  “ 

BJ  HOSEfttf  tfce.gflkxfc.tf  _ «rCB* 

«suasratMiMfc.Rs.et.ihcfcrais _ tctesa* 

sjl  aBJMc.gnMB.iUB.ra  no - stem* 


01708  861321 

opch  iuH  ia.4  pv  i/HOuas  jjcf  cnsvtN  esc:  fl76:« 

www.lancasteipic.ccm  TaVcsrde.’rnriccdcs 


(W%\  0181 

J  fiJHOURS-S 

Y/wtJinc 


983  4444°^^ 


•*«  7* 


m  EaLtaoBULlUtanc, 

a  sara«ira*p.hci  ^  __ 

»  5B0SLraLliraAtflL*.dtaB.raHraHBLradL<Tr  EB* 

a  sMRdi.iratfrato.BLra - »  “J*; 

ml  suasaABtodfcra2xfeHM.radra.ALi3r  «w»j 
as  ■Bff.awHkMt.BLsrararadrara — asr  eh* 

w  saaas.ira8h.airaito.tfra* - *  oyss 

ml  a*»B.ira*Bt.8ifrara-  ,  asr  e*e* 

a  saorairatfctftaLMtfBa  ~  .gr  ™* 


EH  BaABdBiraStadArasd,atotsn.hacd^T  EO*i 

m  BaEbMucBnd.tor.cA*unLra«idratf-S 

■aU*H.dt  era  atf  mold*. - 7T 

AetoDnura*.«4xdBig - <T 

E,irra».ta«tRjr  nutf^ 

_ _  i _ arm*' 

ML  eaCnflhd8.dC.8h3B.1tf 
ML  EBIMBira*B0MftdtfB.radd 

an  XRAMscBWiSMdrarara^ - str  ek* 

HI  tzaCdrAutimd.tdi.rai  Ub  dnd.de — — IT  OS* 
a  EBB  EdHABnac  tfUM  WT 


CJH OURS-  STEPHEN  PLZP.CE  C4o6 
^wJjnc^stcrpfc.cen^.'ljOLV/merccdes 


,  01992  514444  / 

1  A. HOURS  CSc.S  S1?S2?  OPEN  SUNDAY  \ 

w.vv.JancastorpIc.corrnL'.-tford.rrtCrscdos 


m  eaMapBiOMgdahito8c.Bd.raBHBc.fe*-  pm» 


0114  2753391 

A  HOURS  0«r*1  14D14S  OPEN  SUNDAY 

vv  ww.  la  ncastcrplc.com- 5  l*c  ft  icldmcrcodts 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


1MMH 

£12,500ono . 

0181  4S50771 
0171  6007000 


MERCEDES 


400SEL 


(S420LWBI  March  92. 
moke  bIvez,  Brazil  brawn  hater 
nphotaenr.  I  owner.  33JDOQ 
nritev  FMBSH.  ail  oon.  power 
wirclows,  power  dooex.  gin 
ESK.  cruhc  oootroJ.  deans  wan, 
swaeoCD.  alloy  wfcee&many 
Kuloe.  £32.750. 
Tdtf  U1  906  I  SSL 


NEW 


Mercedes 
Benz  Trend. 

Available  January  1997. 
Details 

01495762646 


500SL 

AsM.  Nor  9  L  peari  bfce.bfg£  toft 

top,  aD  feather  cream  imemr. 
every  potuHe  extm.  fluni 

Bobibcr,  8  bob  jOojt  phcelfc 


ABS.  e»r.  JLOOO  mifca.  FMBSH. 


Tel:  OT71 488  0955  (crating) 
or  0171 772  4826  (day). 


230  Kompressor, 
black  leather, 
air  con, 
immediate 
delivery, 
£50,000. 
Contact; 
0831  481300. 


E220AUTO 

ML  bbdrmt,  oft.  Mg 
vdtfBW.Hra8tam.tf 
twa.WBSK  BnipBdidciBB. 
SaODOndes. 

£17^50. 

Tel 

01564782546. 


280  CE 

Pillericneoapc.  Mm  Bcoarr 
65K  mK  FSH,  MOT  An*  97 

Exceflent  CaraBtfan. 

£4,750. 

01217050287 

0973749538 


!*1P  .. 

FSH  Four  10WM.  £25*0 
0181  302 1A3 1X1973  224481 1 


BOWL  090  SOW  (Nn>  Sbna) 
mack  Lehr,  FSH.  Only  38*0 
Ilia  AbCon.  A/Sewtf.  CD  Sockw 
BhK  Item  Sto.  ASK  Ddran  abrng 
Cnttoa.  Vahid*  r*Uy  codad  In 
■than  Ms*  C4S*S.  0181  522 
0022  l  0976  705093 _ 


C220  Sport 

metallic  stiver,  L  neg, 
I8K  miles.  10  CD.  sun 
roof,  immobiliser, 
ganged,  FMBSH. 
£20^00. 

TeL  0171  9167197. 


230E 

Auto,  89G,  WiBow  Green, 
e/sr,  e/w  x4,  rtir.  otc. 
FMBSH  46,000  miles. 
£1Z250ona  Immac  rand 

01275  853346. 


SLK 

The  ultimate 
Christmas  present, 
defivery  Jan’97. 
Please  Reply  to 
Bax  No  2171 


30QSL 

CONVERTIBLE 

1987, 36k.  FSH.  Adahadta 
Smote  Silrcr.  tvrgnady  inerior. 
T  ATJtfy  OT.abMAady  miot 
and  Viewing  esumtoL 
£UJML 

Tet  0171 354  8177  (o) 
01712269931(h). 


Cl  80  ESPRIT 

Manual,  96N.iek.ta 
Lapis  Biua.  FSH.  aSoys. 
ar.CfTG. 

£17,800. 

01159286328 


190E2.6 

Manual  1990  G.  Aide  Blue 
wtfh  aeon  leather.  63k, 
tfec  at &srl,  alloys, 
immac.  FSH. 

£10,750. 

01 276  677721. 


22k  CU*. 

0121 7664449X070  477890* 


Hyw  Tin-kE 


ttvay  Vi 
01869  I 


Em*  tarn  K/95,  HUB 


CD.  mint  diab  A  ■ 
ntflga  01580  713262.  T 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


E200 

|  New  shape.  May  1996.  j 

22JXJQ  mDa.  manna! 
Metallic  tooi  uialinc  wnh  grey 
do«fa*  ESR,  jlk^s.  mlio 
Queue,  antagi,  nmnty. 

^23,000  ODO. 

TeL-  01554  757933  tW 
or  0/269 832300 (OX 


300SL 

Fdb  89.  WUts.  Immaaitote. 
ABoy*.  bfcie  khr  roof.  11k 
mb,  2  awnav.  garaged. 


£24,995  ono 
T*fc  01883  722143/ 
0385  308578. 


500SL 

92K,  Alimmllm-  inem 
bhr,  30it  mix,  air  con, 
alloy  wfals.  active  hi  ft 
system. 

£50ff00 

01713283908. 


r  S280  ^ 

1995. 18000  mb,  1  owner, 
pii)  mrnffi  .  fllinlr  ilnjT 
hwdbmp  wadi,  sunroot 
ertfra  elecoric  win  lewher. 


£32,950 
0831  688672. 


MERCEDES  WANTED 


WT  Can  Unam  Pwnwhwty 
■lltalw  base  M*wi1*b  tLwn 
0860  308233.  0831  344705 


T967  1995 
far  iD 
Umw  01372  749090.T 


■  CLASS  all 

today.  L. 
/  0831 


PORSCHE 


PORSCHE 


PORSCHE 
OFFICIAL  CENTRES 


911 

CARRBtA  2  GAB. 

1990.  FSH  wtae.  hfcdt  Hr  toe. 
PoradM  dam  A  knawb.  CO, 
Tflkub. 

£36^00 

(d)01372  466109/  (•) 
01403  263458. 


911  C2 

90G.  Quants  Red.  fufl  Bhr. 
a/a  FPSH.  Mufi  CD.  apts 
sta/edaLteentnop 
manor,  cup  tfkiys. 

£26^00. 

Tel:  0976  929350. 


911 

CARRERA  2 

Aug  94.  21k.  VGC,  IFSH.bfe 
blue.  CO,  17"  cop  tfojri. 

£5Ol0OO 
01714991199 
(daytime  only) 


PORSCHE  WANTED 


C4  inbita  «At  8aqatnd.  Law 
■tw  0831  340bS  /  0860 


1ST  Can  Uacaatari  DaOniaely 

Bzix*lzi*  b«  PUael 

0831  344706.  0860 


an  aatlam  /  umltiluii  0189S 
835446/  0831  123911  now.  T 


TVR  WANTED 


WANT*  an  kwtfhagaKnn. 
nww  com  0*iiw  tome, 
Mat*  V*n*T  °M1  ra  1114. 


TOYOTA 


CWAPOT  Toyota*  poaolbl*.  TIM 


VAUXHALL 


OMEGA 

Est,  2.0GLS,  95H  VaisdaB 
warranty.  FV5H  FAS,  arto. 
■atm  red.  dearie  sunrooC  roof 
rafc.  low  bal.  superb,  very 
reluctant  sale.  £12.450. 

Middlesbrough 

01642  825899. 


Lancaster 


READING 


GO  ON.  SPOIL  YOURSELF 

THIS  CHRISTMAS  . 

HcCTIrmcj 

991  ZnSCT-KFDMlOtERSL^I 
tm  Xtf  SCCrooXiCTa.  UfcJ 

BU  XSU  RnanzAmd.  dHHV 

SEX  SmU  tafia  MdCmn.  HUSTLE 

9H  Sa.uSnxaCaaa.iiiL  .  arm 
SW  So.uSGFaBxaHlia  .  OBSE 

eu  so.  u  in  Jafestoxa.  a . .  twn 

m  Sa*USenfM0tf>tfl29.  CWJ1 
9GH  uu9mMe,7.Bjnin 

9M  utuswtwotaitrtra 

»  XJtuSpa8Tnawe.Z8t. 

«9f  XKM9patSmdCT.2a.  HH 
HI  XK12b»ITx7j»22k...lSBUT 
S5fe  xKuSaifee%a  ...  o«ui 
_  AS  at  the  Juctcks  come  itfli  unc 

Meanatfyaatflpar 

LbrSwsvAaota 


LONDON 


u«l» 


«  « 

MfeT 

•  NC..VT 
l  JVC  1/7 

xautOM  -Ac  «r 
■  wmsuoUwacH 
i  uuicum  ac  in 
>  UtUIMaunW  MT 
i  uimnwinnAcar 
uuuowi  wn 
rw*.  Me  * 
mlRHoM  TTT 
rafSpri 


fl^C  SOT 

ic  umaiawwacar 
ML  Milina—  ACWTl 
tm  AauaihwwMar 
Ml  MUtBAOwMaTl 
CT.  uusCTwa.war 

«.  uusmvw«rr 
eu  XHU«ui>CT«aT 


II  USUGaonAlaer  ... 

■  xaue— atohirr 

■  USURanmcaisr... 

Si  Swuunflaa.8  ..1MJBS 
M  fcrUawmd,IT  . 
ss  swuunM.ur 
u  Sh«OSbCT2i;  . 
to  SarURamaneoZrr  . 

W  So.UCT.zn  .  ...  CS1 

■  So*4jOKntf0ier,2ZT 
M  Sa.AJ>CT9*CT2ST 
L  ScwURnra>.S9T  .  CZU» 

•a  sn.uscM.4or  ..  at. — 
M  SovUHaCTW  VT  Sfl* 
98  KnuaftUJT  ... 


SO  Ufl»t5«tCT*.7T 
SB  12SfeoRCanHf  AC.  17T  .  X»* 
85  HUOM/T 
U  XJB32k*0M.Kr  . 

«  WUBAQ<mAC.2IT  CUB 
91  12  Spot  BRCmn  5TT  EBUB9 

98  XWUOMBOtrBxCT  ST  C202K 

m  uflMUcmAcsr:  tiuu 

99  XtolaWattorfcCTXrr  XK* 

K  XMUKndCTWT  .  .  £U* 


WE’LL  TAKE  YOU  FURTHER  ... 

LANCASTER  JAGUAR  AND  AIR  MILES 

<4ZB  MILES  and  the  flp»x  hd  b**  «t  tmdauniu  of  AIR  JULES  Luenutiomd  Holdliag  N.  K 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


XK8 

conv 

TaCTn/Cbsoc  ter.  driven 
pack.  Iff  wheels,  UK»  itfs. 

Best  offers. 

Fax:  01273  495151 

Teh  01273  494714. 

r  xjs 

1  CONV. 

I  V12 

1  t  rt|,  S5k  n*.  ^SH.  bbek  wkh 

1  own  Mr,  aw  power  hood  In 

fl  todv/detferra  offer 

I  £10300. 

^01222 747954  (CanSS).^ 

§  32  SPORT  I 
1  AUTO  I 

0  9fi.Bkrilbgaol9lkr.afc:  9 
M  4JU0rate  P 

I  £29^95ona  I 
I  01628487487.  I 

XJS  4.0  CONV 

Coteh  ration 

Blue,  994.  only  4,900 
moss. 

£37,850. 

Tek  01 51  904  8424/ 
or  0161 9804537. 

2XKS 

CONVERTIBLES 

Ctatfvel  RedOew  Bin. 

DeSwxyaOeiatfy. 

uB*2k 

ler  Blnc/Cbsuc  Dim. 

Vtfide  ifac  fcr  deSray  lia'W 
Lta-tft 

PkutUnkoachrauffcltf 

S8MM4197 

1  SOV4.0  | 

M  96S.L\rB,/Lt*Griy,5k  B 
9  mb,  Sstyr.CD.  1  eerier,  n 

■  £39,200  ono.  i 

|  0181 2018744.  1 

XJS 

V12 

CABRIOLET 

T9B&.  Stfamg  rw^bbek.  F5H, 


£13,500  nog. 
RIs  01243  602922 1 
0976880906. 


XK8  COUPE 

Carnival  Rad/  OatawaL 

1.000  mis. 

Offers  around 

£53^00. 

01614861521(0). 


JAGUAR  &  DALMLER 
WANTED 


isrou 
■ar 

1  771 


0050  327808. 


01273  248088  Mol*  Vhltoy  at* 

THE  lunar  Bill*!*.  CoUect 

WBdcoVSZogn  406172  -a 


344>aStnra 


Super 

Chargers 

from... 

^Lancaster 

9CP  URSaparCtotfsericeBt*. 

AirCcn.  5T .  «7295(U 

BSN  XJR  Scpax  Cfcanpt  Atfo 
*tiflaafCreant«da.9r-  C4C39500 
BSP  XmOSflNrOCTger 

CaumtfCieam  6T . £4C4»(K) 

96N  XIR  Super  Ctargn  Auto 
Tw5HKaXSunHxfc.9T  C4^995{R) 
968  XJ8U Suer ttM9er 
Ti»3KisaCreaa.4T.  —  &K98S(JQ 
991  XJR4i>SflNrCtarger 
TanjuoowCraan, ffT  ..  «1^5(IC) 
95V  XUUASaptf  Oiargar 
SxRCTBOatrM  t9l . . .  EfflJW  (K) 
Ml  XJR  Soper  CtvrgvAoto 
CemhatOeani  Hde.  167.07*1  (R) 
9Sto  XASeperCtaisviceBbe. 

AX- Con.  art . £3S*(U 

L  =  London 
K  =  Kert 
R  =  Reading 


JAOJAiS* 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 
WANTED 


OaanM*  bwy 
p  of  JapnenLCfcat  can  xandwa 
tlx  dwhnhlnx  Call  Tim  ~ 
0836  922830:0161  224 


NISSAN 


200SX 

TiHtXJ.’^.  27k.  FSH.  B/C. 
fthr,  alloys,  mat  red. 
£16.750. 

0171 799 1B84 
or 

0137Z  731303 


SKYLINE  GTR 

921,  met  Navy, 
mkfdtetura!  440  blip 
upgrade.  AP  brakes, 
ITtadymacjiuteefs, 

£26,750. 

Telfl141  639  8960 


XKVUBE  era  now  la  tb*  UK.  M*w 

ft  IBM  SkyUav  direct  tan 

tal»a.Iat«»^aeiaia03  339P. 


COLCHESTER 


CABBIOLETS 

B5N  911 C4  Arena _ 

B3X  911 C8  Cool - 1ST 

S3L  911C2TMS3nr _ ZfT 

coupes 

991  9H  Ttfbo4Staer _ 7T 

S4L  928  GTS  Auto  be 
991  9T1  TkiSBaA,! 


96N  911 
96N  911 
S3X  Bfl  C4 

For  Lbc  best  deal  raB- 
Pmri  Suit,  Ptser  Barley  or 
Spencer  C2eik  New!!! 


OT  206  855500 
0850  VI  GOT  1 
0350  7 T 501 T 


CAMBRIDGE 


SW  smto’S-CpaSMAC  .  ...IT I 

|sn  911HBbolSMd«Uatto  ....  JTJ 
•nCCTtfuCtfMSfetf  ...6T1 
>11  CvnaCpeSbecA^. 

kU1 

.jrr 

KSChtoSpodMbH  ....^.UT 

90.  M  Spot  Hid . 237 

BL  MCtf  IbWtf  . Xtt 

9J 

At  notfto  autfUto  tori 


LONDON 


r.17": . JT 

>11  Cab  Sfeta  Gray . 3T 

95N  9TI C^eStoer. Ab.  17*  ...31 
SEN  9t1Cpe8btfMaLAkir  AT 
S4L  9t1CpekkBtae.Ak.ir  27T 
SSL  9T1  C2  Ctfi  Cobtf.  Ak  ..37T 

9U  9llC2TgaBKfc . 37T 

B»  SSSCSMviknBtae  ...  25T 

■■I— T—L— 


0181  983  4444 
0850  968911 


We  pay  top  prices  for  your  quality  used  Porsche. 
Please  call  Ian  Clark  on  0831  344705. 


RANGE  ROVER 


DSE 

Jan  1997.  delivery 
rritoage  only.  auto.  Rioja 
Red.  cream  leather,  aii 
extras. 

£40,000.  No  offers. 
Tel:  01543373565. 


2.5  DT 
New  shape 

9SAf.Ni<vara,>W. 

sjatps. 

£26,000 

TeL 

01233502266 

0585252001. 


VOGUES E 

94M.  Manns  GhhV  piy 
Br.  95  mold,  Iflk,  ('  kata. 
F9i.VB.C0.iu64eCA.tad 
tfWy 

£2SA00. 

Tel:  0831 697  859 
Mtec. 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


MARKET 

RESEARCH 

33  DAISY  HILL,  CHORLEY 


ABA  817 
835  ALX 
633  BJH 
184  CHR 
440  DEL 
EGO  29 
ESB74 
GA7 
MS  911 
MI3NSA 
MHJCS 


NI6ELX 
PES51 
PCS  462 
PORI 
PPP328 
RES8K 
8  UPE 
VCK3S 
VER558 
WJN9H 
XVLfll 


01257  482305 


M3  MAX 

Serious  offers 
over  C2500. 

Please  call 

0350  948329 


REGISTRATION  NO’S. 
CNDA  MEMBERS 


FILL 
THEIR 
^STOCHNI 

wrm 

SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT 
THIS  XMAS! 

Surprise  your  loved  one 
this  Christinas  with  a 
personalised  number  plate. 

TV  dramas  jifi  to  Let  t  lifetime  and  n 
excelent  investment  tool  Choose  jn*A‘,*B*, 
•H",  T,*K*  IT.  ■M',  TT  or  T*  prefix  — aber 
between  1  and  2fl  (also  selected  hj^wr 
wwttrs)  plus  three  letters  of  your  dunce. 
WE  WILL  DO  THE  REST! 
Fortbe  perfect  finishing  touch,  we  arifl 
even  gift-wrap  the  number  plates  for 
you  -  ready  to  pot  under  the  tree. 

EG:  DEED  BBSS 

Prices  From  045 

Tel:  0121  353  3333 

fmu.  TIAIIt  TO  ORDER  BY  PHONE  FOR  XMAS 

midland, 

Mdbnd  House  Chester  Road  Snefly  &*n  COM*  B743H3 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


CLAIR 

£17,500ono. 

Tel: 

01322  273108 


GEN  123 

Offers  over 
£4,000. 

Ostratostaon. 

01689850682. 


B16A0D 

£1,299  Offers. 

On  retention. 

01204389520. 
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REGISTRATIONS 

Sudbury  (01787)  312222 


Sodbary  (01787). 

Axui^aut  rrou  oca  crowrou  mnw& 


C1ANS 

£4,850 

0122845967 

or 

0860730273 


BIS  HYP  SmsTS 


Premier  P fates 


R13  9790- 220 
DAZ31B1-2M 


Ctavaghm.  BatonmaSant  Ca  Fermiragh  B194  2JN 

T«|/£n  01366  388792  rafa 

CaZl74-asa  MIW30S0-»10  JBZTSra  -32& 

XUS62-329  XXJ20S4-27S  RJ]  8638  -  238 

SJ1 1044—220  0X1888  -  230  MAZ6502  — 60 

VU  970  ~  250  YTB6633-  120 

ABZ273S-1B9  PB2TOM— 75 
AOZ57J-Z75  PBZ7D67  —  flO 

002:7797-109  N0.2S3S  —  60 

Ell.  273  -  389  NHL  2637  —  SO 

EU11322-14&  ILK  8737  —  SO 

RW  408-248  TTW5737  —  50 

FXt5573-140  TIWB738— SO 
00.2290  -  288  VJI1B3S  —  60 

GIW46SO  —  ISO  HJ1 1063  —  T2S 
HJ16610-TS0  RJ1tOe«-12S 
UM606-2*  WOZ20M-1S0 
IBZ10&&-330  ALZ 1528-140 
OB  250  —  286  ALZ  1529  —  99 

ITW483  -  27S  MH.1953  -  37S 

106779-168  ML  0931  —  88 


FB.ase-529 

F7L  732S-  396 
PtA1114-948 
PJJ  5454-  496 
SS  661 1—  269 
MJ1 2988- 288 
BAZ77S7— 32S 
CAZ37BB-  310 
FIL  3827—  189 
G3QG3Q- 288 
HIL  8318-169 
BB  9080-  525 
M_U  1008—  320 


N2ALN 

RestofEar 
Owr  £900. 

Ready  for  transfer. 

01713230540. 


L1JCY 

Xmas  present  for 
Lucy.  Offers  over 
£5,000. 

Tel: 

01225835818 


59TDH 

£1300. 

Or  retention 

T«L  0121  323  3735 


DS  4618 

£2,000  ono. 

Tel: 

01214441418. 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 


A1V0R 

Offers  invited  , 
Tel: 

01792  201603. 


LW  21 

£10,000. 
TEL:  0181 
9505294 


4E 

on  retention 

£15,000. 

Tel: 

01512274244 

<wk). 


M10ADS 

One  for  Dads 
£950  ono 

Td  01772  769394 
or  0850  877825 


.  ICS  SLK 

Re-advartJsed  due  to 
dmewaster.  Oftois  of  over 
£2,000 

M15AX0 

Of  Over  £1^00 

Tel.  01494 
721000 


Ml  KEF 

oa  retendoa 
£5000  ono. 

TEL. 

0410  307232/ 
01713813649 


P8JAG 
£1,000  oiro. 
01273890870. 


EVE  509 

£1^50. 

On  retention. 

Tel: 

01202767267 


00  5 

Sm  633  Ell 

HI  Da  £1 400mb 

HI  CAD  E12S0MB 

TU. 

0(91  3840l94(mMnad) 
0191  4168408(00^ 
0802  244454  (rfkae) 


JMB1 

On  retention.  Offers 
in  excess  of  £20K. 

Tdd)1442  832481. 


J15  OHN 

On  retention. 
£995  offers 

Tel: 

01509416674 


REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS  WANTED 


ROE  1 

on  retention.  Offers 
over  £50,000. 

FAX: 

01651 891499. 


SLK  WANTED. 

ANY  NUMBER 
CONSIDERED. 


Tel:  01382225517 
or  0836  759845 
PRIVATE  BUYER. 


SAAB  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


9BOX 

Offers  in  excess  of 


6,000. 

On  Retention. 

0118  9772798 


AR05S 

onto  £5000. 


Mr  Rose 
01582459095 


P77TVR 


On  retention  cent. 
£995. 

01908  271723  or 
01908678033 


CERBERA 
JULY  96N 

5k  miles,  air  dbn,  CD, 
pearl  green,  tracker,  half 
leather,  ice  detector, 
PAS.  offers. 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


tfboperffifUpe 

SO  Ma/yfsftjrw,  Hjft  Stow* 
London  W1M3AD 
TURBO  ft  91  ' 

GraMsPtfdutft  43*1  ptfa, 

FSH . -»M» 

TUABORMD 
Ro/dSfcalUBptfB.  . 

rates, Staring  ...5X350 

TURBO  RK 

Rtting  (tannTtotl,  Stfsdi 

CmdBnn.(BJMBlfls  ■..J28.BD 

aBdLEyWUMNES 

GBtaaal(WT«.iriy7HffXk8fc 

StpabCondBai . 

Tel:  0171 935 1124 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY 


CONTINENTAL 
MUI1MSS1  (&*t  back). 

2  extorted  body,  2  docsrs*x)B. 
1«SaibCTIlH3.TW8r8fl. 

IflqMMBtoltatfVU  tadtfkg 

AirCuwfchCTto  IVinwrarifl 
Gentfrantfeaga  only  67S00L 
fajpjymittotffwptari. 
Om  tf  tfenoRbeeaU 
Bendeysewrraria. 

Beic  offer jround  CtoJXD. 
T*ei714W  1334  (office) 
FaxiOTTl  6292644. 


1  WPG 
£4,500 

01494432157 


SILVER  SPUR 

■97, 2  tone  Bfcie,  FSH,  2 
ownara.  «e  concflBon, 
72k. 

£26^00. 

01258857327. 


WANTED 

SHADOW  W 
CORN1CHE 

^beexctfkutwiib 

FSH. 

01273501883 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  WANTED__ 

_ or 

B*m»*r%. 

■  MEr  01344  20072 


Hedeto,  tar  ntatai  o: 

S3B446  «r  0631  123711 


ROLLS-ROYCE  A 
BENTLEY 

IKVEH  SktoBt  66(0  lOMBCT  4flk 
FSH  ma>*  enpag 

£19*5.01376 


VOLVO 


_  _  fetal—  dWBta  940 
igewaTt  -u  — h.  CTw  j.1, 
‘  ,  01494  672727 


CTcUHl— ■  FWC.  1 


■O  ESTATE.  20, 10V.IBHWH 
oi&a  414307* 


4H 


M/A.  15  atf 
easts  r>  • 
n  riiiii  OM94 


T5R 

.  -  N  R^,  Limited 
Edition  in  Olive,  all 
extras,  FSH,  30K 
mis.  £22^50. 
01442  251790  W. 


VOLKSWAGEN 


aeviiffl*. 

- ta^J  £x\ 

LCT  0600  613900  ■ 


GOLF 

Avan^arde  cabriolet, 
metallic  violet.  1994, 
43.600  miles,  3  owner, 
heated  seats,  ur  bags. 
£12^00. 

Tel:  01256  767011(0) 


•t* 


GOLF 

L8GL,'93L,anto, 
a/c,  31k  mis,  FSH, 

exc  rood,  BMt  grey. 
£8,750ano. 
01737832663 


GOLF 
ML  VR8  Mr  Aba  Mk  ZttnMtB 
Ml  WS  Mr  tagn  Ba  2ft  eis«95 
M  Oil  MrtaBltoHGa  IftCUBM 
MPjns*  M  tautaaraan  tfauTtf 
COBfetf  MUSE*. _ _DW 

CORRADO 
MmuMtaftjiwg 
W  2JB  M  Dak  Go  ttod  1ft  mm 

CABRIOLET 

ZB  toUpwita  met  im  IB  Hr 

- ZMM 

an  AawXBCTfc  Btattfgifex  & 

me - - - kkm 


P8DOC 

£2,I(Ktono  only. 
Low  price  for 
quid:  sale 

TeL  0171 6246357 


Nil  GLL 

Ni  GEL  recently  sdd 
for£76J00ioc 
comms.  Best  offer 
over  £3500. 

TeL  01833  631376 


9  FLW 


£5,250 

Tel. 

01273400414 
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Volvo  96ft  the  only  criticism  is  that  the  driver  has  precious  little  to  do  apart  from  point  it  in  the  right  direction 


in  the 


■  THINK  of  a  Volvo  and 
what  springs  to  mind?  Not 
long  ago  the  immediate  image 
was  of  a  big,  heavy  car 
bristling  with  safety  features 
and  probably  being  driven  at 
a  speed  guaranteed  to  ensure 
that  none  of  them  would  ever 
be  needed,  writes  Alan.  Capps. 

But  the  company  has  re¬ 
vamped  its  image  more  radi¬ 
cally  than  most  The  middle- 
aged  tank  has  been  replaced 
and  a  dash  of  sporting  style 
Has  been  mixed  with  that  re¬ 
putation  for  robu&ness.  prac¬ 
ticality  and  Iegoidary  safety. 

Unashamed  luxury,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  likely  to  figure  very 
high  on  the  list-of  most  Volvo 


ROADTEST 


drivers.  But  toe  updated  960 
range  shows  that  when  the 
Swedish  manufacturer  turns 
its  mind  to  making  you  cosy 
and  comfortable  as  well  as 
safe  it  does  so  with  the  same 
efficiency. 

The  960  is  one  of  those 
models  which  bears  the  heavy 
burden  of  bring  known  as  a 
“flagship” — somehow  expect¬ 
ed  to  incorporate  all  toe  virr 
tries  of  a  marque  and  then 
offer  something  extra.  What  it 
offers,  inanything  but  its  most . 
basic  form,  is  an  interior 
reeking  of  leather  and  walnut, 


VOLVO  960  CD 
Engine:  24- valve, 
tow-litre,  six-cylinder 
producing  204bhp  at 
b.OOOrpm. 

Transmission:  Four- 
speed  automatic  with 
settings  for  sport  for 
maximum  performance; 
economy,  for  fuel  eff¬ 
iciency;  and  winter,  to 
minimise  wheelslip. 
Performance:  Max 
speed  130mph;  (H>2  mph 
in  9.1  seconds. 

Price  E2&365. 


seats  you  sink  into  and  almost 
everything  you  can  think  of 
operated  electrically  —  dimate 
control,  drivers  seat  adjust¬ 
ment  sunroof,  windows  and 
mirrors.  All  models  have  anti¬ 
lock  brakes,  driver*  airbag, 
side  airbags  and  five  three- 
point  seatbelts. 

Volvo  has  gone  to  a  lot  of 


trouble  transferring  the  tech¬ 
nology  which  has  livened  up 
its  850  range  so  successfully  to 
the  heavier  900-series.  Alumi¬ 
nium  and  light  alloys  have 
been  used  extensively  and  the 
result  is  a  suffer  and  more 
responsive  chassis  without  the 
roll  so  often  associated  with 
limousine-size  earn. 

The  toree-Utre  six-cylinder 
engine  pulls  toe  whole  pack¬ 
age  along  smoothly  and  sur¬ 
prisingly  quickly,  getting  from 
0-62mph  in  92  seconds.  While 
the  automatic  transmission 
with  sport,  economy  and  win¬ 
ter  inodes  is  one  of  toe  most 
versatile  on  toe  marker.  It  is  a 
perfectly  packaged  up-market 
saloon  and  it  mm  or  less 
drives  itself. 

That  is  possibly  the  one 
criticism  that  can  be  offered  of 
this  “flagship".  After  all  toe 
effort  that  Volvo  has  put  into 
its  new  image  as  a  “driver's 
car",  the  960  leaves  a  driver 
precious  little  to  do  apart  from 
point  it  in  the  right  direction. 


FORECOURT 


■  PLEASING  looks,  perky 
performance  and  design 
ahead  of  its  tone;  the  Nissan 
Micra  (93K  to  96N)  is  a  big  hit 
with  used  car  buyers,  reports 
CAP  Black  Book.  Matched  to 
its  eminently  useful  mini-size, 
is  the  Nissan'S  well-founded 
reputation  for  quality  and 
refinement  Also  cheap  to  run 
and  maintain.  Micra  repre¬ 
sents  excellent  second-hand 
value.  Buy  of  die  week  is  the 
average  mileage  1.0L  three- 
door  Micra.  likely  to  be  priced 
at  around  £5,000.  The  auto¬ 
matic  version  is  highly  re¬ 
garded  and  always  in  short 
supply,  a  situation  which 
usually  sees  the  autos  de¬ 
manding.  and  getting,  a  £500 
premium  over  equivalent 
manuals. 

The  Micra  topped' its  rivals 
by  heading  the  supermini 
category  of  toe  1996  Top 
Gear  HD  Power  survey  of 
owner  satisfaction  and  reli¬ 
ability.  Best  to  avoid  toe  13- 
litre  SLX  since  lower  specified 
models  represent  better  value. 

■  AT  THE  other  end  of  the 
scale;  the  Mitsubishi  Space 
Wagon  stakes  a  daim  as  a 
cheap,  seven-seater  heavy¬ 
weight.  Hie  Space  Wagon 
shares  toe  toughness  of  its 
Mitsubishi  Shogun  off¬ 
loading  cousin  but  suffers 
from  lack  of  reputation.  Well 
built,  accommodating,  and 
slow  depredating,  best  buy  is 
any  diesel  model  or  the  1.8- 
litre  GLX  petrol  with  a  typical 
example  being,  a  1995M  with 
average  miles,  costing  £12,995. 


■  STAND  well  bade  on  toe  school  run 
because .  that  fame-looking  diesel- 
powered  “rattle  and  rofler'*  could  be  a 
monster.  Volkswagen  this  week  un¬ 
veiled  a  Golf  racer  (right),  astonishing¬ 
ly,  powered  by  diesel.  Using  the  same 
kind  of  power  pack  which  mums  and 
dads  use  everyday  in  their  hatchbacks, 
this  racing  version  pulls  170  brake 
horsepower. 

•Ttobo-charging  and  fori  injection 
modifications,  with  a  new  catalytic 
converter  system,  cut  down  on  smoke 
while  u prating  means  toe  diesel  is  only 
four  ' horse  power  lighter  than  the 


famed  VR6  petrol  engine;  Fuel  econo¬ 
my  is  said  to  be  better  than  the 
standard  production  IlObhp  engine, 
which  powers  the  current  Passat  and 
will  appear  soon  in  the  Sharan  people 
carrier. 


■  TOO  heavy  for  the  top  of  the 
Christmas  tree  but  one  of  toe  the  best 
presents  of  all  this  year  goes  to  Elaine 
Pritchard,  who  fives  in  Edinburgh  and 
has  won  our  Volvo  Cannondale  V3000 
mountain  bike.  We  asked  which  model 
would  star  with  Val  Kilmer  in  toe 
movie  version  of  The  Saint,  and  Elaine 
correctly  answered  the  C70  coup&. 
Roger  Moore  was  toe  original  trie- 
vision  Saint  while  Tom  Walkinshaw*s 
TWR  Racing  is  the  company  which 
races  Volvos  in  toe  British  Touring  Car 
Championship  series.  The  Cannondale 


is  also  a  wanner  and  worth  £3,500, 
which  makes  it  a  gift-wrapped,  two¬ 
wheeler  to  dream  about 

■  AND  lots  of  good  news  for  two- 
wheelers:  motorcycle  injury  accidents 
have  dropped  61  per  cent  since  1981 — a 
bigger  cut  than  for  any  other  form  of 
transport  However,  other  vehicles 
were  found  to  be  toe  cause  of  toe 
accident  in  seven  out  of  ten  cases  in 
which  a  two-wheeler  was  involved. 
Fatal  motorcycle  accidents  are  down  56 
per  cent  while  serious  injuries  are 
down  67  per  cent  Apparently,  right  out 
of  ten  motorcyclists  also  own  a  car, 
raising  toe  awareness  of  the  needs  of 
two-wheeled  road  users. 


USED  CAR  BRIEF 


LAND  ROVER 

When  Land  Rover  launched  Us  first  vehicle  in  1948,  doors  were  an 
opMoneleafta.  The  Series  IB.  launched  In  1872  and  dheenfinued  in 
ISM^canwd  on  that  same  no-Wls  tradttlon.  Hugely  strong,  this  is  ihe 
car  that  features  on  most  television  documentaries  where  daredeva 
wft&fsrs  motor  into  unknown  lands.  The  Range  Rover  and  Discovery 

are  effete  and  danamrate  softies  by  comparison.  Cuboid,  bow  and 
uncomfortable, H  foe  Series  III  cannot  get  over  ft,  it  wB  go  through  it. 


GOOD  NEWS 
More  than  half  a 
motion  Series  If  I 
models  were 
produced  so  there 
are  plenty  to  chooee  from. 

Available  in  shot  fOHnch)  and 
long  (1 10-inch)  wheelbase  for 
vereedJBty  and  as  e  pick-up,  seven 
and  12-seal  station  wagon  (though 
passengers  need  to  be  hardy), 
with  2J3.2B  and  33-areVB  petrol, 
plus  2.3-Utre  efiesef  engines. 

LOOK  FOR  {HA  AVOID 

County  versions  from  Models  with  lust  In 

1962  have  Improved  lUM/l  the  engfno  bulkhead 

comfort  sim.  rectinlng  and  along  ihe  door 

front  seels  and  ■!■■  tops.  Sifts  can  also  I 

soundproofing.  Care  with  power  be  prone  to  rat  and  check  rear 
steering  and  the  post-79  car  wtih  crossmember  especially 

33-fttrs  V8  engine  also  makegood  carefully.  Check  far  excessive 
buys.  Check  it  has  bean  ragutariy  pfay  to  the  steering  and  tor  worn 
rasprayad  and  cleaned  to  hold  off  tyres,  which  are  castfy.  Gearbox 
chassis  roL  An  old  good  ‘un  whlna  la  normal  but  partfcularfy 

fetches  more  titan  e  poor  young  noisy  transmissions  can  mean  I 

*un.  Condition  Is  more  important  .  bitis  ahead, 
tiran  age  and  mileage. 

a  SAFETY  RATING  INSURANCE 

Bumpers  Bee  building  Cover  from  AA 

girders  tend  to  make  ■■■■  Insurance  (0800 
mincemeat  of  tiw  -.  '^■^■4447771  on  aV8 1979 

softly  curved  bodywork  Series  III  costs  a 

and  fancy  plastic  mouidlnga  most  S&year-oid  professional,  male  or 
cats  cany. The  in-bunt  strength  fenro,Bvtog  to  Winchester  with  Ml 

and  four-wheel-drive  grip  makes  nodatonbonus,  £99ayearfoly 
,  the  car  inherently  safe,  though  comprehensive.  A  22-year-old 
inside  there  are  fete  of  worrying  male,  with  one  year  no  claims  living 

shaqa  edges  and  no  airbag.  In  south  London  pays  £551.  and  a 

stoiar  female  pays  £432. 

raYAcaoirMRis  iSM  prices  . 

■fll  (prices  include  VAT);  Expect  to  pay  around 

■Mfl  dutch  assembta  £285;  £4,500  for  a  Series  Ifl 

£0  ®  H  Ml  exhaust  £380;  front  in  excellent  condition, 

MteV  shock  absorber  £45;  £2,600  for  a  roadworthy 

front  brakepads  (pair)  £60;  _  . ;  model  In  need  of  soma  cosmetic 

alternator  £90  {exchange);  starter  and  mechanical  attention,  and 

motor  £165  (exchange};  tyre  £800 for  a  car  that  1b  running  but 

£85r£95.  which  needs  extensive  work. 

OVERALL  . 

Despite  Ite  age,  the  Stytirfo  rf  of  Land  Rovers  never  dates 
so  the  Series  fti  has  raassnre  street  cred.  It  b  tough  and 
durable  but  its  main  atir action  ties  in  the  fact  that  this  b 
a  car  that  is  superbly  equipped  and  capable,  of  doing  ihe 
job  for  which  it  was  designed:  going  off-road.  A  classic,  and  it  has  the 
spare  wheat  on  the  bonnet 


BAD  NEWS 
Compared  to 

■  WA I  modem  care,  the 
Series  HI  comes 
■MP  from  another  world 
of  preHsloricatty  unrefined 
motoring.  Motorway  journeys 
are  Itideousty  noisy  and  slow, 
tiie  rids  is  chastieingiy  firm.- A 
slot  tor  a  radio  was  the  car’s 
concession  to  creature  . 
comforts. 


Mill 
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ideritffied  that  although  It  liiaiy  not  seem 

children’s  behaviour  oh  longT^  jpum  certain  ■ 

fund^erilals  ;^t'^fi$iuevrrfoze  peaceiFul  family  travel. 

‘  -The  Toyota  Picnic  Faxriily  pqn  Vehicle  has  a  list  of  impressive/; 
features  indtiii^  seats;  all  With  Brpoint  seat  ; 

-  belts,  giving  children  their  own  space  to  minimise  the 
M'r^SWL  '  ; : features  include  dual  air. : 
jhfcAr  ■>  ba^s  arid  side  impact,  beams..  There"  are'  a 

total  of  17  different  seat  combinations  and 
^  a  ix)wcr  outlet  in  the  rear  —essential  for 

the  kids’  personal  stereo  on  that  long  car 
.journey.  For  your  chance  to  win  this 
"i;1-!  1  v :  superb  V^de/collect  four  tokens  from 

•  complete  tire  entry  form  below. 


THE  TIMES/ TOYOTA  COMPETITION  ENTRY  FORM 


ks  '■  -  -  -  s---1  Sti  . -r.i  '.-.-v 


a-SAE^ 

*TViuntn  T'fllrpn 


0,:JJoridQaiH9DW; 
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-  Attach  four  efifferentty  numbered  Toyota  Picnic 
tokens  from  The  Times,  answer  the  question 
below  and  complete  the  tiefrreak. 

What  are  toe  four  missing  words  fn  this  slogan? 

_ _ _ _ is  a  Toyota 

Rost  this  fom  ta  Tha  irbmsfToyota  Compeiffion,  Ashanbee  Cowt, 
London  EC888NG.  The  conpoUon  closes  on  January  17, 1997. 
Mr/Mrs/Moa/Ms _ FffgtertB  ....  - 

Swname - — - — ■ 

nmCAmMJFiMz 


Poateade _ D^iTdpnc  STD  coda) - 

It  would  help  ub  If  yauamwared  these  four  questions: 

WNdi  ona  of  the  faflmmg  age  gmups  do  you  fal  Wo?  (Please  tick  tiox) 
Q1)1M4  □2)2534  Q3J3M4  Q4J4564  □5)5564  06)65- 


Tie-break;  pi ease  state  in  no  more  than  12  words  why 
you  would  like  to  win  the  Toyota  Picnic 


Wtiltfi  national  daJy  nawspapeifE)  *  you  buy  ragrfariy  («  copies)  dulng  the  v«ek? 

wweh  naenaJ  daUy  reuspapafs}  do  you  boy  occadoreiy  (3  copte  or  tea) 
during  the  week? 


Whch  national  Sw«ay  newspapedB)  do 
you  buy  nguteiy  (24  copies  a  monrnj? 


If  you  would  prefer  not  to  receive 
Information  and  oflws  from 
oi  gdiifeailo  ns  carefuly  selected 
by  The  Toros,  ptese  Ut*  |  [ 


THE*aBfcTIMES 

®  TOYOTA 

picnic 
TOKEN  7 


COMMUMTY  CHEST 


TESCO 


tittle tefrb. 


HeipAd  is  a  new  advertising  medium 
which  enables  one  company  to  advertise  Afl 
its  product  on  the  packaging  of  another. 

For  example,  Hovis  Bread  allows  HeipAd 
the  right  to  sell  space  on  its  packaging  to  another 
brand,  i.e.  Anchor  Spreadable  Butter.  The 
advertisement  is  printed  inside  a  HeipAd  identifier 
and  proceeds  are  used  to  finance  Red  Cross  work 
at  home  and  abroad. 

Start  collecting  these  HeipAd  products  at  a  store 
near  you. 

Don’t  let  people's  lives  depend  on  chance,  play 
the  game,  you  know  it's  the  right  thing  to  do. 

Support  those  who  support  us. 
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These  participating  companies  are  committed  to  supporting  the  Red  Cross  with  HeipAd  over  the 

next  12  months. 

We  should  like  to  thank  them  for  their  courage  in  using  this  new  advertising  medium  and  of  course 

consumers  for  buying  HeipAd  products. 

May  we  take  this  opportunity  to  wish  everyone  a  peaceful  Holiday  and  a  happy  and 

prosperous  New  Year. 


For  further  information  please  contact 
HeipAd  on  0171-494  1141 


HeipAd  would  like  to  thank  Waddmgtons  for  their  land  permission  to  produce  this  advertisement 


